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Adverdfement  by  the  Tranflator, 

TH  E  royal  author  of  the  following 
memoirs  has  fon^etinies  aSeOicd  fa-- 
miliarity  of  ftyle,  and  tlje  ^fe  of  words 
feldpm  enjployf d  but  iq  the  converfation  of 
the  coipmpn  peoplp :  for  this  reafon  fome 
accidental  liberties  of  language  have  been 
taken^  to  ^ve  fentences  a  more  uniform 
and  hiftorical  air«     He  wrote  with  all  the 

•  •  •  > 

eafy  indifference  of  a  king ;  the  tranflatpr 
n4gh£  have  been  accufed  of  flpgUggnpe, 
perhaps  of  vjilgarity,  had  he  too  fervilely 
*  copied  his  manner,  and  of  which  it  is  pro- 
bable h^  )ias  ftill  been  too  refpedful;  to 
avoid  being  colloquial  was  impoflible.  But 
not  the  fmalleft  deviations  from  the  me^n^^ 
ing  of  the  text  have  been  wilfully  admitted* 
The  nature  of  the  work^  and  the  ftyle  of 
the  monarch,  have  in^vit^bly  pccaHoned  a 
repetition  pf  words  and  phrafes  j  for  which 
before  the  tranflajor  is  cenfur? d  the  juftice 
4oubtlefs  will  be  done  him  to  cpnfult  the 


In  fpeaking  of  commanders  the  Jdng 
ieldom  notices  their  rank;  but  writes  M. 
de  Soubife,  M.  dq  Schwerin,  &c.  inftead  of 
t^e  prinpe  de  Soubife,  or  marfh^l  Schwprin. 
A9  it  was  impoffib^  the  tranflator  fliould, 
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by  any  induftry,  difcover  the  different  ranks 
of  all  the  commanders,  whether  of  armies 
or  of  fmall  detached  parties,  mentioned  ia 
this  hiftory,  he  has  adopted  a  general  me- 
thod of  writing  the  furname  without  any 
epithet.  On  fome  occafions,  when  the 
perfons  fpoken  of  are  evidently  German, 
he  has  for  the  fake  of  propi^ety  fubftituted 
the  epithet  von^  which  is  prefixed  to 
German  proper  names  of  rapk/  inftead  of 
the  epithet  de^  ufed  in  like  manner  by  the 
French.  The  reader,  unacquainted  with  the 
German  language,  is  requefted  likewifeto  ob- 
ferve  that  when  the  article  the  is  found  before 
the  proper  name  of  a  place  it  will  as  fre- 
quently denote  a  hill  or  a  rock  as  a  river ; 
as,  the  Bafberg,  the  Kohlberg,  the  Lilienftein, 
^e  Konigftein,  &c.  and  it  is  fometimes' 
placed^  before  the  name  of  a  wood,  as  the 
Nonnen-Bufch,  &c.  The  proper  names 
Konigftein,  Silberberg,  Sonnenftein  (ancj 
pthers  compounded  after  the  fame  manner) 
are  fometimes  written  without  the  article  j 
and  probably  they  refer  to  fome  neighbour- 
ing town  or  village  when  fo  written. 

As  an  additional  aid  to  the  geographer 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve  that  in  the 
German  language  Berg  fignifies  hill  j  Burg^ 


'br  Sladtj  a  town;  5V^/«,  ftone;  iBtffi^b^ 
-trood  or  copfe;  and  that  wkerevet  flV^tfe 
<*  biiooks  are  (pofcen  of,  they  i«?ill  general!  jr 
he  tftown  by  *e  defcrlptioB  rf  the  toalt:k 
t«:  ehfcamj^ment  rf  the  troops.  In  the  firft 
pat  t>F  ^he  fit*  Volume  the  king  fliftiii^ 
gwfhed  *^6  ^gUingof  the  river  NeiSe  frotti 
the  t6^*n  o^  Neife ;  this  diftinAion  he  haJ» 
^^!t*mA  dropped,  but  the  tranflator  hsA 
ttitahidd^  perhaps  erronedtifly^  It  is  there- 
fore his  Aity  to  %atn  the  reader.  There  fe 
indeed  Aft  Ipeeks  of  literary  confufion  fo 
girdat  as  that  of  the  felling  the  proper 
natties  of  places  in  geography.  Sotmds  arfc 
iriaitated,  in  one  language,  and  the  fpelling 
copied,  by  amxfher.;  though  in  the  fecond 
inftance  ihe  found  fliafl  be  totally  different. 
Thfe  burg  of  the  Oferman  (pronounced 
boorg)  18  wrht^tt  bottrg  by  die  firench  and 
by  the  Engfiih  bflrg,  burgh,  bourg,  <* 
l)orou^;  liioughl^e  Jifftis  now  become  ob- 
Iblete :  thus^— iPetetfburg,  Pettir&ift^h^  Pe- 
t^^durg*  Oth^r  '^ritftioM  deftru^te  oif 
all  atcoracy  are  fi*quem:  As^^Mftrbtti^, 
ftfeisf»rg,  MaarbOftf ^^N«*etoberg,  Nuren^ 
berg,  Kumbeiag,  aad  ftfll  «iore  ^rroaeoufljr 
Hxxremiurg. 
Thotigh  it  is  remarked  in^a  note,  it  may 
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not  be  improper  here  to  repeat,  that  the 
king  has  not  been  confident  in  his  nume- 
rical epithets  to  Auguftus,  the  laft  Idng  of 
Poland.  As  king  of  Poland,  he  was  Au^ 
guilus  II.  but,  as  eledor  of  Saxony,  he  was 
.Au^Ihis  IIL  He  is  in  the  text  indifie-* 
rently  called  Auguflus  IL  or  Auguftus  IIL 
In  the  firft  part  of  the  firft  volume,  where 
the  king  has  mentioned  philofophers  who 
wrote  before  the  year  1740,  ibme  erro- 
neous  dates  have  been  correded.  It  is 
,aIfo  neceflary  to  notice  tibat  the  recapi* 
tulation  of  numbers,  given  by  the  king  at 
the  end  of  the  fecond  part  of  the  firft 
volume,  is  in  fome  inftances  different  from 
the  numbers  given  by  him  in  his  re- 
lations of  the  adions  to  which  they  both 
refer,  as  the  reader  will  perhaps  obferVe : 
tn  this  cafe  the  tranflator  could  not  corred^ 
he  could  only  faithfully  frailfcribe. 

Several  Englifh  n&mte  in  the  fervice  of 
Auftria  and  that  of  Pruflia  are  fo  difguifed 
by  German  fpelling  as  not  to  be  known : 
fuch  are  marfhal  Braun^  generals  Lauddn^ 
JLafcy,  Okelli,  Obun,  ^acquire,  and  others } 
inftead  of  Brown,  Loudon,  Lacy,  0*KelIy, 

0*Bume,  and  Maguire. 

4  PRE- 


Bfi 


PREFACE. 


MO  S  T  of  our  hiftOTians  are  compilers 
of  falfehood  interfperfed  occafionally 
with  truth.  Among  the  prodigious  num- 
ber of  events  which  are  tranfmitted  to 
pofterity,  none  may  be  perfedly  relied  on 
except  thofe  which  concern  fome  hiflorical 
epocha,  whether  of  the  rife  or  of  the  fall 
of  empires.  It  appears  indubitable  that 
the  battle  of  Salamis  was  fought,  and  that 
the  Perfians  were  vanquifhed.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  Alexander  the  GresA 
conquered  the  empire  of  Darius,  that  the 
Romans  {uhjcGted  the  Carthaginians,  and 
that  Antiochus  vanquiihed  Perfia.  Such 
evidence  is  confirmed  by  the  conquerors 
having  taken  pofleifion  of  the  countries. 
Hiftory  acquires  additional  credit  in  what 
VOL.  I*  PART  i«         b  relates 
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relates  to  the  civil  wars  between  Marius  and 
Sylla,  Pompey  and  Caefar,  Anthony  and 
AuguftuSy  by  the  authenticity  of  cotem- 
porary  authors,  who  have  defcribed  thefe 
events.  The  fill  of  the  weftem  and  the 
eaftem  empires  cannot  be  difputed,  for 
kingdoms  have  arifen  and  been  formed  from 
the  difmemberment  of  the  Roman  domains* 
But  when  invited  by  curiofity  we  would  ex- 
amine  circumllantially  fads  which  happened 
in  times  fo  remote,  we  lofe  ourfelves  in  a 
labyrinth  abounding  in  obfcurities  and  con- 
tradi^ons,  without  any  clue  to  guide  us  in 
refearch.  The  love  of  the  marvellous,  the 
prejudices  of  hiflorians,  their  ill-placed  zeal 
for  their  own  nation,  and  their  hatred  to 
its  enemies,  have  each  infpired  pa£Gon8 
which  have  influenced  their  opinions ;  and 
the  ages  that  have  pafTed  away,  fince  they 
have  written,  have  fo  much  altered,  by  dif- 
guifing,  fads  that  to  develope  them  at  pre- 

fent  would  be  impoffible,  even  did  we  pof- 
fcfe  the  eyes  of  the  Lynx. 

Neverthelefs  among  the  multitude  of  an- 
cjient  authors  we  diftinguifh  with  pleafure 

the 
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the  defcripdon  which  Xehophon  has  given 
of  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thoufand,  com- 
inanded  by  himfelf  j  aiid  brought  back  into 
Greeciej.  Thucydides  enjoys  nearly  the 
fame  advantages.  We  are  delighted  to  find 
ill  the  fragments  we  poffefs  of  Polybius,  who 
Was  the  Kend  and  companion  of  Scipio 
AfricanuS)  cveiits  recorded  of  which  the 
Writer  was  himfelf  a  witnefs*  The  letters 
of  Cicero  to  his  friend  Atticiis  bear  the  fame 
ftamp.  He  was  an  ador  in  the  grand 
fcenes  which  he  delineates.  I  fhall  not  for^ 
get  the  G)mmentaries  of  Gasfar,  written 
with  the  noble  fimplicity  of  a  great  man^ 
and,  whatever  may  be  affirmed  by  Hirtius, 
the  iiarradves  of  other  hiftorians  are  con- 
formable in  all  refpeds  to  the  incidents  de« 
fcribed  in  his  Commentaries*  But  from  the 
time  of  Casfar  hiftory  contains  nothing  but 
panegyric  or  fatire.  The  barbarifm  of  fuc- 
ceeding  times  has  made  the  hiftory  of  the 
lower  empire  achaoe,  in  which  not  any  thing 
interefting  is  to  be  found,  except  the  me- 
moirs written  by  the  daughter  of  the  eni^ 
peror  Alexis  Comnenes,  a  princefs  who  re- 

b  2  lates 
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lates  what  flic  herfelf  beheld.     The  monks^ 
who  alone  poflefled  fome  knowledge,  have 
left  annals  found  in  their  convents  which 
appertain  to  the  hiftory  of  Germany.  But 
what  materials  are  thefe  for  hiftory  f     The 
French  alfo  have  had  their  bifliop  of  Tours, 
their  Joinville,    and    their   Joumalift  de 
FEtoile  J  compilers  who  wrote  what  they 
learned  by   chance^  but  who  muft  have 
written  feebly,  for  they  fcarcely  could  have 
been  well  informed.     Since  the  revival  of 
letters,  the  pallion  for  vmting  is  become 
ungovernable ;  we  have  now  but  too  many 
memoirs,  anecdotes,  and  narratives.  Among 
the  authors  of  thefe  we  muft  feled  the  few 
'who  have  held  employments,   who  have 
been  themfelves  in  adion,  who  have  redded 
at  courts,  or  who  have  had  the  permiflion 
of  fovereigns  to  fearch  the  archives;  fuch  as 
the  ftate  prefident  de  ^  Thou ;   Philip  de 
Comines ;  Vargas,  fifcal  of  the  council  of 
Trent  j  Mademoifelle  d^Orleans  j  the  car- 
dinal de  Retz,  &c.     To  thefe  let  us  add 
the  letters  of  d'Eftrades,  and  the  memoirs  of 
de  Torcy,  well  worthy  of  curiofity,  efpe- 

cially 
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dally  the  latter,  for  they  develppe  the  truthr 
pf  the  will  o£  Charles  II.  Idng  of  Spain^ 
concerning  which  ther^  ba3  be^in  fych  di« 
yerfity  of  ophuonf. 

Refledlions  like  thefe  on  the  incertitude 
of  hiftory,  which  I  have  often  made,  gave 
birth  to  the  idea  of  tranfmitting  to  ppfterity 
the  principal  events  in  which  I  haye  taken 
party  or  of  which  I  have  been  a  witnefs,  in 
order  that  thofe  who  hereafter  fhall  govern 
the  kingdom  may  know  the  true  fituation 
of  affairs,  when  I  came  to  the  crown  ;  the 
reafons  that  impelled  me  to  z€t ;  what 
were  my  means  j  wha;  the '  fnares  of  our 
fsnemies;  what  the  various  negotiations, 
wi»*s,  and  particuIsM^Iy  what  the  heroic  ac- 
tions of  our  oflSccrs  wpre,  by  which  they 
^ve  juftly  acquired  immortality. 

Since  the  revolqtions  which  overthrew 
6rft  the  empire  of  the  vf€%  afterward  that; 
of  the  eaft ;  fince  the  wonderftil  fuccefs  at- 
tendant  on  Chariemagne  ;  fince  the  famous 
reign  of  Charles  V,  fince  the  troubles  which 
were  excited  by  the  '  reformation  in  Ger- 
mahy^  and  which  were  of  thirty  years  con- 
fa  3  tii^uancc} 
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tinuance ;  and  laftly,  fince  the  war  which 
arofe  for  the  Spanifh  fucceflion,  there  have 
been  no  ^vent$  more  remjtrkable  or  more 
interefting  than  thofe  produced  by  the  death 
of  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  the  laft  inalc 
defcendant  of  the  houfe  of  Hapfburg. 

The  court  of  Vienna  faw  itfelf  attacked 
by  a  prince  whom  it  could  not  fitppofe  fuf- 
fipiently  flrong  to  undertjdcis  fo  difficult  an 
enterprife.  A  confpiracy  of  kings  and  for 
vereigns  was  foon  after  formed,  all.deterr 
mined  to  have  fome  part  of  that  ^nmenfe 
fucceffion.  The  imperial  crown  pafled  Into 
the  houfe  of  Bavaria ;  andj  when  every  inci- 
dent feemed  to  concur  in  the  ruin  of  thq 
youthftil  queen  of  Hungary,  that  printefs 
by  her  fortitude  and  ^ddrefs  extricated  h?r- 
felf  from  a  fituation  thus  dangerous,  and 
fupported  her  monarchy  by  facrificing  Si- 
lefia,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  Milanefe.  This 
was  all  which  coul(l  be  expe^ed  from 
fo  young  a  princefs  who,  fcarcdy  a  qu^n, 
was  imbued  with  the  fpirit  of  government, 
and  became  the  foul  of  her  council. 

Tl>is  work  being  defllned  for  pofterity. 
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I  am  relieved  from  that  reftraint  which 
bids  us  refped):  the  living,  and  obferve  cer- 
tain delicacies  incompatible  with  the  free- 
dom of  truth.  I  am  permitted  to  fpeak 
without  referve,  and  aloud,  what  might 
otherwife  only  be  thought :  I  fh^U  paint 
princes  as. they  are,  ¥rithout  prejudice  in 
£tvour  of  my  allies,  or  hatred  fpr  my 
enemies ;  I  fhall  mention  myfelf  only  when 
obliged  by  neceflSty,  and  muft  be  permitted, 
after  the  example  of  Csefar,  to  fpeak  of  what 
relates  to  myfelf  in  the  third  perfon,  to 
avoid  (he  djiagreeable  efieds  of  egotifhu  By 
pofterity  we  muft  be  judged  j  but  if  we  are 
prudent  we  fhall  anticipate  pofterity  by  ri- 
goroufly  judging  ourfelves.  The  true  merit 
of  an  excellent  prince  is  to  have  a  fmc^e 
love  of  the  public  good,  of  his  country, 
an4  of  fi^me ;  I  fay  of  fame,  for  that  happy 
inftind  which  animates  men  with  the  de- 
fire  of  acquiriQg  £atme  is  the  true  principle 
of  heroic  adions.  It  b  that  impulfe  of  the 
foul  which  raifes  it  from  its  lethargy)  in-* 
citing  it  to  ufefiil,  neceflary  and  worthy  en* 
terprifes. 

b  4  AVTiatever 
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Whatever  is  affirmed  in  theiib  m^moif  $^ 
whether  it  refpeds  negptiations,  letters  of 
foyereign  princes^  or  treaties  figned,  if 
affirmed  from  propf^  preferred  in  the  ar^ 
diives*  Concemiog  military  fafh  I  may 
be  credited,  as  an  oqular  witnefs*  Accountaf 
of  battlef  were  deferred  two  or  three  days 
to  render  them  more  exai^  and  conformable 
to  truth. 

Fofterity,  perhaps,  will  fee  with  furprife* 
in  thefe  memoirs,  a  recital  of  treaties  con-> 
eluded  and  broken.  Numerous  as  fu<:h 
examples  are,  example  would  not  jufHfy 
the  author  of  this  work,  if  he  had  not 
better  reafons  to  exciife  his  condud:. 

The  intereft  pf  the  ftate  ought  to  fervc 
as  the  rule  to  the  monarch. 

Cafes  in  which  alliances  may  be  broketr 
are,  i.  When  the  ally  fails  in  fulfilling  his 
engagements ;  2.  When  the  ally  meditates 
deceit,  and  there  is  no  other  refource  than 
that  of  being  the  firft  to  deceive  j  3.  When 
a  fuperior  force  opprefles  and  renders  th^ 
breaking  of  a  treaty  an  aft  of  neceffityj 
4,  and  laflly.  The  want  of  means  to  con- 
tinue 
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;inue  the  war.  That  de^itable  thing  calltd 
raonefj  by  I  know  not  what  fatality^  in« 
flboicei  all  afiairs.  Princes  are  flaves  tp 
their  meana ;  the  intereft  of  the  ibtte  pre^ 
^bes  law  to  them,  and  that  law  is  inviola-* 
ble.  If  the  prince  is  under  an  obligation 
even  to  facr^fice  his  life  for  the  fafety  of 
his  fubje^i  how  much  morp  ovgfat  he  to 
jacrifice  thofe  conne^Uons  the  condnqatioQ 
of  which  would  tp  them  become  preju-* 
dicial !  Samples  of  treaties  in  like  man? 
ner  broken  are  frequent.  It  is  npt  our 
intention  to  juflify  them  all^  yet  dare  we 
affirm  there  ^e  fomje  treaties  which  either 
fieceffity,  wiiHom,  prudence,  or  the  good  oiir 
the  nation^  oblige  us  tp  ^[anfgrefs;  for 
Idngs  only  pofleis  thefe  means^  of  avoidinjg 
ruin«  Had  Francb  L  fulfilled  the  treaty  of 
Madrid)  he  would^  by  the  lofs  of  Bur- 
giindy,  have  eftabli/hed  an  enemy  in  the 
heart  of  his  dominions.  This  would  have 
reduced  France  to  the  unhappy  condition  in 
which  ihe  was  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XL 
and  Louis  XII.  If  after  the  battle  of 
Muhlberg,  won  by  Charles  V.  the  prow 
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teftant  league  in  Germany  had  not  ftrength- 
cned  itfelf  by  the  fupport  of  France,  it 
could  not  but  have  worn  thofe  chains  which 
the  onperor  had  long  been  forging.  Had 
not  the  Englifh  broken  the  alliance,  fo  con- 
trary to  their  interefts,  by  which  Charles  IL 
was  united  with  Louis  XIV.  a  diminution 
of  their  power  would  have  been  riiked, 
and  the  more  fo  becaufe  France  would  have 
had  greatly  the  advantage  over  England  in 
the  political  balance  of  Europe.  Sages^ 
who  prediA  effedls  from  caufes,  ought  early 
to  refift  all  fuch  caufes  as  are  thus  dia- 
metrically oppofite  to  their  int^refts.  Suffer 
me  to  explain  myfelf  exa^ly,  on  fo  delicate 
a  fubjedy  which  has  feldom  been  other- 
vrife  than  dogmatically  treated.  To  me  it 
appears  evident  that  a  private  perfon  ought 
to  be  fcrupuloufly  tenacious  of  his  promife, 
though  he  {hould  have  made  it  inconfi- 
derately.  If  he  is  injured  he  can  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  proteGion  of  the  laws,  andj^ 
be  the  iffue  what  it  may,  an  individual 
only  fuffers.  But  where  is  the  tribunal 
that  can  redrefs  a  monarch's  wrongs,  fhould 

another 
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anotho*  monarch  forfeit  his  engagement? 
The  word  of  an  individual  can  only  involve 
an  individual  in  misfortune^  while  that  of  a 
fbvereign  may  draw  down  calamities  on 
nations.  The  queftion  then  will  be  reduced 
to  this,  muft  the  people  periih  or  muft  the 
prince  infringe  a  treaty  ?  And  where  is  the 
man  weak  enough  to  hefitate  a  moment 
concerning  his  anfwer?  Hence,  from  the 
cafe  we  have  fuppofed,  is  deduced  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  firft  careftilly  examining  the 
circufnftaQces  unde|:  which  the  monarch 
zGtSf  the  conduit:  of  his  allies,  the  refources 
he  may  be  able  to  pbtain,  or  his  incapacity 
to  fulfil  his  engagements,  before  any  deci* 
five  judgment  ought  to  be  pafled  upon  his 
proceedings.  For,  as  we  have  already  faid, 
the  good  or  ill  date  of  the  finances  is  the 
piilfe  of  the  kingdom,  which  has  a  greater 
influence  than  is  either  known  or  believed 
on  political  and  military  operations.  Igno- 
rant of  this,  the  public  judges  only  from 
appearances,  and  confequently  is  deceived 
in  its  judgments.  Prudence  will  not  admit 
fhat  they  ihould  be  better  informed,  for  it 

would 
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would  be  the  cxcefe  of  iphrtnzy  to  vut^ 
glorioufly  publifli  the  weak  fide  of  ^  nattoiu 
Delighted  by  fuch  a  difcovcry,  its  enemies 
would  not  fail  to  profit  by  the  intplHgencc, 
Wifdom  therefore  requires  we  fhould  leaTC 
to  the  public  the  rafh  liberty  of  deciding, 
and,  unable  to  juflify  qurfelTCS,  while  wc 
live,  without  danger  to  the  ftate,  we  muft 
reft  fatisfied  with  that  juftificatioH  which 
may  be  obtained  froqj  difinterefted  pofte-r 

ntj. 

No  one  perhaps  will  take  offence  if  I  ad4 
fome  general  reflexions  on  what  I  have 
faid,  concerning  events  which  happened  in 
my  own  times,  I  have  feen  fipkll  ftates 
able  to  maintain  themfelves  againft  the 
gfeateft  monarchies,  \yhen  thefe  ftates  poC* 
fefled  induftry  and  great  order  in  their 
affairs.  I  find  that  large  empires,  fertile 
in  abufes,  are  full  of  confufion,  and  only 
are  fuftained  by  thdr  vaft  refources,  ancf 
the  intrinfic  weight  of  the  body.  Thofe 
intrigues  which  exifl  in  fuch  courts  would: 
bring  deflrudion  on  lefs  powerful  princes. 
They  always  injure,  but  they  dp  not  pre- 
vent 
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▼ent  numerous  aniiLes  firom  preferving  their 
preponderaace.  I  obferve  that  all  wars  car- 
ried far  from  the  frontiers  of  the  people  by 
whom  they  are  undertaken,  have  not  equal 
fucceis  with  thofe  which  are  made  nearer 
home.  Is  not  this  the  refult  of  a  fenti- 
ment  natural  to  man^  who  feels  it  is  more 
juft  to  defend  himfelf  than  to  rob  his 
neighbour?  It  may  be  indeed  that  the 
phyfical  reafon  is  too  mighty  for  the  moral^ 
becaufe  of  the  difficulty  of  finding  provi- 
fions  when  the  diftance  from  the  frontiers 
is  great,  and  of  fumi(hing  recruits,  horfes» 
clothing,  ammunition,  &c*  Let  us  add, 
alfo,  that  the  farther  troops  have  adven- 
tured into  diflant  countries  the  more  they 
fear  left  retreat  ihould  there  be  cut  o%  or 
rendered  difficult,  I  view  the  undoubted 
fuperiority  of  the  Englifh  fleets  over  thofe 
of  France  and  Spain  united,  and  I  wonder 
how  it  could  happen  that  the  naval  force  of 
Philip  II.  which  formerly  had  fo  much 
the  aftrendant  over  that  of  the  Englifh  and 
the  Dutch,  did  not  preferve  advantages  fo 
great :  I  further  remark,  with  furprife,  that 

all 
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all  thefe  naval  armaments  are  rather  fof 
oftentation  than  efFeflk^  and  that  inftead  of 
()rote&ing  temmerce  they  do  not  impede 
its  deftruftion.  Here  we  behold  the  king 
of  Spain,  fovereign  of  Potofi,  overwhelmed 
by  debt  in  Europe,  and  accepting  credit  at 
Madrid  from  his  officers  and  domeflicsj 
there  the  king  of  England  profufely  fcat- 
tering  his  guineas,  which  thirty  years  of 
induftry  had  accumulated  in  Great  Britain, 
to  fuftain  the  queen  of  Hungary  and  the 
Ptagmatic  fandion ;  independant  of  which 
this  fame  queen  is  obliged  to  facrifice  fome 
provinces  that  fhe  may  preferve  thofe  that 
remain.  The  capital  of  the  Chriftian 
world  receives  the  firft  invader;  irid  the 
pope^  not  daring  to  utter  anathemas  on 
thofe  who  lay  it  under  contribution,  U 
obliged  to  give  them  his  benediAion# 
Foreigners  inyndate  Italy,  who  combat  each 
other  to  accomplifli  its  fubjedion.  The 
example  of  the  Englifh^  like  a  torrent, 
draws  the  Dutch  into  a  war  with  which 
they  have  no  concern;  and  thofe  repub- 
licans, who,  when  the  heroes  Eugene  and 

Marl- 
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Marlborough  commanded  their  armies^  fent 
their  deputies*  to  regulate  military  opera- 
tions, no  longer  fend  any  when  a  duke,  of 
Cumberland  finds  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
their  ttoops.  The  brand  is  kindled  in  the 
north,  and  a  war  fatal  to  Sweden  is  the 
confequence.  Denmark  awakes,  is  agi«- 
tated,  and  is  calmed ;  Saxony  twice  changes 
its  party,  and  g^uns  nothing  with  either : 
on  the  contrary  the  Pruflians  are  intro- 
duced into  the  country,  and  it  is  ruined. 
Conflicting  events  alter  the  caufe  of  dif^ 
pute;  effeds  however  continue,  though 
the  motive  has  ceafed ;  fortune  rapidly  flies 
from  fide  to  fide,  but  ambition  and  the 
defire  of  vengeance  feed  and  maintain  the 
flames  of  war.  We  feem  to  view  an 
afllembly  of  gamefters  who  demand  their 
revenge,  and  who  refiife  to  quit  play  till 
they  are  totally  ruined.  If  an  Englifh 
minifler  be  afked  what  madnefs  induces 
him  to  prolong  the  war,  he  replies,  becaufe 
France  cannot  fumifh  the  expences  of  the 
next  campaign.  Should  a  fimilar  queftion 
be  put  to  the  French  minifler,  the  anfwer 

3  would 
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would  be  much  the  fame.  The  moft  de- 
plorable efie&  of  fuch  policy  ig  that  the 
lives  of  men  are  fported  with,  and  human 
blood  is  ineffedually  and  profufely  ihed. 
Could  war  fix  any  certain  limits  to  the 
frontiers  of  ftatea,  and  preferve  that  ba- 
lance of  power  fo  neceflary  among  the 
nations  of  Europe,  we  might  r^ard  thofe 
who  have  perifhed  as  vidims  (acrificed  to 
the  tranquillity  and  fafety  of  the  public* 
But  American  provinces  are  objeds  of  cu« 
{^idity,  and  foon  we  fee  all  Europe  engaged, 
on  diSbrent  fides,  to  combat  by  fea  and 
land.  The  ambitious  ought  never  to  for- 
get thaL^aons  and  military  diicqptii)e,-  being 
nearly  the  fame  throughout  Europe,  and 
that  alliances  having  the  general  cKe€t  of 
producing  equality  between  the  forces  of 
the  belligerent  parties,  all  that  princes  may 
hope  from  the  greateft  advantages,  in  thefe 
times,  is  to  acquire,  after  accumulated  fuc- 
cefs,  either  fome  fmall  town  on  the  fron- 
tiers, or  fome  fuburb  which  will  not  pay 
intereft  for  the  debts  incurred  by  war,  and 
the  population  of  which  is  far  in&rior  to 
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tlie  ftumber  of  inhabitaBts    whkh  hare 
ftx^li^  in  die  field. 

Whoeter  haa  a  heart  capable  of  com<^ 
palfion»  whea  he  cooUy  examines  fnch  ob* 
je^  muibbe  agitated  at  the  remembcanre  of 
eirils  which  ftatefiinen,.  either  from  the  want 
of  wifdom^  or  hunted  on  by  their  paflions, 
hiTe  brought  upoa  nations*  Reafon  pre* 
fcribes  a  rule  en  this  fubjed):  from  which  i6 
appears  to  me  that  no  ftatefman  ought  to 
depart:  which  b  to  feize  occafion,  and 
when  that  ia  fayourable  to  be  enterprifing ; 
but  neither  to  ft>rce  occafion,  nor  leave 
erery  thing  to  chance.  There  are  moments- 
which  require  us  to  exert  all  our  adiTity, 
in  order  to  profit  by  them }  but  there  are 
others  in  which  prudence  requires  we  ihould 
jmnarn  inactive.  Tlus  is  an  af&ir  worthy 
of  the  moft  prc^und  refledion ;  for,  it  is 
zequififie^  not  only  perfedly  to  examine  the 
prcfeat  ftate  of  things,  but,  to  foreiee  all 
the  consequences  of  any  undertaking,  and 
to  weigh  the  means  we  ourfelves  pofiefs, 
in  o{^pofidon  to  thofe  of  our  enemies,  in 
order  to  fiind  which  muft  ultimately  pre* 

VQLt  I.  PART  t.         c  ponderate* 
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ponderate.  If  reafon  alone  does  noc  da^ 
cide,  and  if  pallion  takes  any  part^  it  ia^ 
knpofUble  that  fuccefs  ibould  l>e  the  refult. 
State  politics  exad:  patience;  and  the  height 
of  wifdom  in  a  great  man  is  to  do  all  things 
in  their  proper  feafoa.  Hiftory  fupplies  u« 
with  too  many  examples  of  wars  inconfU 
derately  undertaken.  To  be  convinced  of  this 
we  have  only  to  read  the  life  of  Francis  L 
and  what  Brantome  tells  us  was  the  caufe 
of  the  unhappy  expedition  into  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  where  this  king  was  made  prifoner 
at  E^via.  We  have  but  t6  caft  a  retrofpeft 
on  all  the  advantages  Charles  V.  derived 
from  the  opportunity  he  had,  after  the 
battle  of  Muh}berg,  to  fubjugate  Germany. 
We  have  but  to  examine  the  hiftory  of 
Frederic  V.  the  ekdbr.  Palatine,  and  the 
precipitation  with  which  he  engaged  in  a 
contell  fo  much  above  his  ftrength.  In, 
our  own  times  let  us  recal  to  mind  the 
condud  of  Ma?»miUian  pf  Bavaria,  who, 
in  the  war  of  the  fucceflion,  when  his 
country  may  be  faid  to  have  been  blockaded 
by  thje  allies,  took  part  with  France,  only. 
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to  fee  himfelf  ftripped  of  his  ftates.  Charies 
Xn.  will  fumifh  us  with  a  more  recent, 
and  niore  (hiking  example  ftill^  of  the 
fatal  confequences  which  the  headlong  and 
falfe  condud  of  monarchs  entails  upon  theit 
fubjeds.  Hiftory  is  the  fchool  of  princes ; 
it  is  their  duty  to  inform  themfelves  of  the 
errors  of  paft  ages,  in  order  to  fhun  them^ 
to  learn  how  eflential  it  is  for  them  to  form 
a  fyftem,  and  purfue  it  ftep  by  ftep ;  and 
that  he,  among  them,  who  beft  calculates 
confequences,  is  the  competitor  who  alone 
is  able  to  carry  the  prize,  from  others  who 
ad  lefs  rationally  than  himfelf. 
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Various  circnniftancesl  and  reafons^ 
i/^hich  have  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  the 
tranflation^  have  induced  me  to  write  a  ge-* 
lieral  ^preface  to  the  vcrfion  v^hich  I  have 
given  of  the  PofthumoUB  Works  of  the  Kin^ 
cf  Pniflia.  Though  the  period  fincte  they 
were  puUifhed  be  but  fhortj^  they  liave  al- 
ready, by  thofe  who  underftand  the  French 
languagei  been  generally  read.  A  man  fa 
rema^able,  in  youth,  manhood,  and  age^ 
and  for  his  contentions  and  opinions^  public 
and  private^  could  not  fail  to  excite  general 
curiofity ;  nor  will  curiofity,  in  the  pci*ufal 
ef  his  works^  find  itfelf  diiappointed^     Na 

•  The  preceding  adverttfeinent  appertains  to  the  hif- 
tofica]  part  ottly^  wbichy  in  order  to  gratify  the  public^ 
curiofity  at  foon  as  poffiUei  ^  Was  puUilbed  before  ttHi 
remainder  was  completed* 
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man  can  give  To  true  a  piflure  of  the  minct 
of  another  as  that  mind  will  infallibly  g^ve  of 
itfelf,  whatever  difguife  may  be  attempted* 
To  the  hiftotian,  the  writings  of  Frederic  IL 
are  an  ineflimable  treafure ;  the  man  of  wit 
will  find  great  amufement  in  them ;  and  the 
philofopher  ample  and  precious  materials. 
The  true  hiftorian,  the  true  philofopher,  will 
read  the  very  foul  of  this  king,  which  foid  had 
an  influence  almoii  incredible  upon  the  ge- 
neral politics  of  his  age,  its  wars,  its  govern-- 
mentSf  and  its  revolutions.  Europe,  it  h 
true,  is  roufing  from  her  flumbers.  Men 
begin  to  underftand  fomething  of  their  own 
worth,  and  the  general  fyftem  of  defpotiim 
totters.  Yet  is  there  no  aflurance  that  the 
meafures  he  tbok,  to  extend  the  individual 
grandeur  of  the  houfe  df  HohenzoUern,  will 
not  excite  ftruggles  the  moft  violent,  and 
again,  and  perhaps  again,  deluge  Chriftendom 
in  blood.  That  his  mind  was  ardent,  reftlefe, 
and  capacious^  his  ads  prove ;  his  writings 
contribute  to  fhew  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  fo  :  and  the  objed  is  (o  grand  that  it 
fcarcdy  can  be  examined  too  minutely,  or 
furveyed  with  too  much  admiration. 

Having 
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ilaving  faithfully  tranflated  his  opinion* 
and  aflertions  of  every  kind^  and  in  general 
without  noticing  any  of  them,  however  per^* 
nicious  they  might  be  at  fonle  moments, 
and  virtuous  or  magnanimous  at  others ; 
I  have  faid  thus  much,  left  it  might  be  ima- 
gined that  no  fuch  thoughts,  no  fuch  fenfa- 
tionS)  had  pafTed  through  my  mind.  But  hel 
who  could  perform  my  talk,  atld  like  mt 
think  it  his  duty  to  refrain  frbm  counter- 
afting  do^riiies  deftrudiive  of  political  vir- 
tue^ which  is  the  higheft  of  virtues,  and 
from  applauding  the  tolerant  fpirit  of  Fro-* 
deric,  for  which  he  will  deferve  eternal 
praife — he,  I  repeat,  who  (hould  tranfcribe, 
yet  feel  no  pain,  dn  fueh  occafions^  muft  be 
incapable  of  moi'at  dignity^  and  indeed  of 
the  tafh  he  had  undertaken.  Some  very  few 
notes  of  fuch  a  kind  I  have  added,  for  which 
I  have  to  afk  pardon :  it  was  erroneous ;  for 
it  implies,  as  far  as  the  reader  confides  in 
the  judgment  of  the  tranflator,  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  work  which  merited  like 
animadverfion,  except  this  or  that  folitary 
paflage.  To  have  made  as  many  remarks 
as  might  have  been  necefTaiy  would  have 
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been  to  have  doubled  the  iize  of  the  work ; 
and,  in  all  probabUityt  their  dijSufe  and  de-^ 
iultory  nature  would  have  rendered  them 
Ineffe^ual :  there  ought  therefore  to  have 
been  none«  I  wifh  the  reader  to  diftinguHh 
that  I  do  not  ipeak  of  the  notes  in  general^ 
which  I  have  added^  but  only  of  thofe  of 
this  defcription ;  of  which,  if  I  rightly  re- 
colledl^  there  are  not  fix. 
.  The  works  I  have  tranflated  are  of  five 
dafles ;  hiAorical,  political^  philofophical^ 
belles  lettres,  and  epiftolary.  Of  the  hifto- 
ricat,  it  may  be  obferved  that,  in  his  youth, 
Frederic^  like  Csefar,  was  ambitious  of  being 
the  narrator  of  his  own  exploits :  all  his 
readers  will  regret  that  this  ambition  de- 
clined with  age.  While  Prince  Royal,  he 
had  imbibed  a  certain  portion  of  the  fpirit 
of  candour  ;  and  with  a  certain  portion  of 
this  fpirit.  he  began  to  write  the  Hiftory  of 
his  own  Times :  infomuch  that  Voltaire,  to 
whom  lie  fhewed  the  work,  thought  proper 
to  warn  him  of  the  concluHons  which  the 
World  would  draw  from  his  own  words« 
Of  this  falfe  complaifancc  Voltaire  after- 
ward  very  juftly  repented.     It  is  the  duty 
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6t  tke  philofopher  carefully  to  colled  data 
rf  the  progrefs  of  the  mind^  toward  vice 
or  virtue^  and  not  to  deflroy  fuch  data. 

It  is  now  generally  iaid  that  the  Hiflory  of 
the  Seven  Years  War,  after  having  been  writ- 
ten, was  burnt  by  the  negligence  of  a  fer- 
vant ;  and  that  the  King  wrote  the  work 
entirely  anew«  The  fame  authority  aflertt 
that  the  copy  burnt  was  much  fuperior  to 
the  copy  publiflied.  Of  this  1  know  no- 
thing ;  I  only  repeat  what  I  have  read*  If 
the  fuppofed  fuperiority  be  real,  the  accident 
is  highly  to  be  lamented  :  neverthelefs,  the 
work  preferved  will,  as  I  have  faid,  be  an 
ineftimable  addition  to  the  annals  of  the 
age ;  and  a  ieflbn  of  terror  to  dates,  in  theit 
advances  toward  wifdonu 

The  narrative  of  the  means  Frederic  took 
to  repeople  and  recover  his  ruined  pro- 
vinces, after  the  peac(^  will  produce  a  for- 
giving figh  for  the  ravages  of  pride  and 
ambition ;  and  again  will  impel  the  philo* 
fbpher  to  enquire  how  it  happens  that  a 
great  mind  can  approach  fo  near  wifdomy 
and  yet  remain  in  error ;  and  thus  can  min- 
gle and  confound  virtue  and  vice, 
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tainly  maide  no  judicious,  proper,  or  manly 
choice  of  a  fubj^d^,  in  his  Tantalus  at  Law. 

And  here  I  think  it  my  duty  to  counter- 
act the  impreflions  which  the  King^a  (atirical 
iallies,  and  narrative,  concerning  Voltaire^ 
might  occasion,  by  relating  the  truth,  and 
by  obferving  they  were  the  {allies  of  paffion, 
and  the  narrative  of  falfe  information.  In 
behalf  of  himfelf,  as  in  behalf  of  truth,  Vol- 
taire was  fo  ardently  a^ive,  while  he  ima- 
gined himfelf  right,  that  he  was  fometimes 
precipitately  led  to  do  wrong:  but  of  the 
ads  of  which  he  is  accufed  in  this  comedy, 
and  in  the  ftatement  of  the  cafe,  he  was 
utteriy  incapable.  He  fo  far  forgot  himfelf, 
I  own,  as  to  wiih  to  purchafe  the  Steuer  bills 
of  Saxouy ;  he  had  the  King's  example  in 
^s  juilification,  and  he  certainly  had  too 
great  a  defire  to  amafs  money.  This  defire 
blinded  him  fo  far  that  he  did  not  confider 
the  pradice  with  that  deteftation  which  it 
deferved,  and  which  it  was  ftrange  that  Vo1-p 
taire  did  not  feel     The  tr^th  is  this : 

Steuer  or  government  bills  had  been  if^ 

filled  by  the  court  of  Saxony  to  an  amount 

beyoQ4  its  ability  to  pay.    Thefe  bills  were 
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jfunkea  in  their  value  fifty  per  cent.  At  the 
peiu^  of  Xhrcfden,  Frederic  ftipulated  -mth 
Aug^ftu9  IIL  ele^or  of  Saxcmy,  that  the 
Frufltan  fubjeds  holding  Steuer  bills  ihould 
\it  indemnified  ;  that  it,  that  the  bills  ihould 
pc  paid  to  the  full  amount.  The  negligent^ 
the  iluggiih  Auguftus  forgot  to  enquire  what 
this  amount  was;  and  to  buy  up  Steuer 
bills  for  half  their  value^  and  to  bring  then; 
to  the  bank  of  J>refden  for  full  payment, 
became  a  traffic  with  the  Pruffians:  Han- 
way  *  and  others  afiure  us  the  King  himfeUE' 
was  one  of  thefe  traders.  That  Voltaire 
ihould  wiih  to  profit  by  fuch  illicit  commerce 
was  ftrange.  He  however  employed  a  Jew 
of  the  name  of  Hirfch,  or  Herfcheld,  to 
purchafe  Steuer  bills  for  him  in  Saxony,  and 
for  this  purpofe  fumifhed  his  agent  with 
money  and  notes.  As  a  fecurity  for  this 
truft»  the  Jew  left  fome  diamonds  in  the 
pofi^on  of  Voltaire,  which  were  the  pro- 
perty of  M.  Chafot,  a  French  officer,  and  a 
favourite  vndk  the  King,  as  well  as  with  the 

*  See  Hanway's  Trards;  quarto,  London,  1762, 
vol.  i.  p.  444« 
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duchefs  of  Mecklenburg,  from  whom  he 
himfelf  had  received  them.  Of  this  Voltaire 
hting  informed,  and  learning  that  he  was 
trading  with  a  fufpeded  knave,  he  haftilj 
/ent  in  queft  of  him  into  Saxony,  forbade 
him  to  negociate  the  bills  of  exchange,  and 
wrote  to  Paris  to  have  them  protefted  •  A 
demand  of  two  hundred  crowns  was  made 
by  the  Jew,  to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
journey,  and  thefe  were  paid ;  but  an  ad* 
ditiopal  fallacious  charge  of  five  hundred 
Voltaire  refolved  not  to  defray. 

Deceived  in  his  hopes,  the  Jew  refufed  to 
receive  the  diamonds;  pretending  that,  inliea 
of  large,  fmall  brilliants  had  been  fubflituted. 
He  became  daring  by  being  openly  proteded 
by  Maupertuis,  and  all  the  French  who  were 
of  his  cabal.  Jealous  of  their  rivals  the  French^ 
the  German  literati  rejoiced,  and  fomented 
the  (juarrel.  The  King  was  told  that  Voltaire 
treated  his  poetry  with  contempt ;  orders 
were  given  to  the  divine  author  of  the 
Henriade  not  to  appear  at  Potfdam ;  and^ 
left  the  judges  fhould  wink  at  mifdemeanour 
^n  his  fuppofed  favourite,  count  Rothemburg 
was  fent  by  Frederic  to  his  grand  chanoellor, 
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Cocceii,  dire^ing  him  to  adminifter  ftrift 
juftice:  and  Voltaire^  the  fo  lately  uitiverfal^ 
potent,  fublime  genius,  in  whofe  prefencc 
liiftorians,  orators,  poets,  philofophers,  nay 
the  gods  themfelves,  fhrunk  into  dwarfifhnefs, 
was  in  danger  of  being  recorded  a  villain. 

Some  months  elapfed  before  the  caule 
was  tried,  but  truth  at  length  was  trium- 
phant The  nijver-indolent  Voltaire,  impelled 
hy  jail  the  indignation  of  impending  infamy, 
was  peculiarly  adiive  in  the  detediion  of  a 
foe  fo  contemptible.  The  Jew  was  caft,  in 
defpite  of  Maupertuis,  his  cabal,  and  the 
.German  literati ;  and  foon  afterward,  for  for- 
geries and  other  crimes  not  relative  to  this 
caufe^  was  condemned  to  imprifonmeqt  in 
the  citadel  of  Magdeburg*. 

Thus  much  is  due  to  genius^  truths  and 
Voltaire. 

Of  the  corre^ondeoce  between  Frederic 
IL  apd  other  confpicuous  men,  that  with 
Voltaire  holds  the  firft  rank.  Thofe  who 
are  but  partially  acquainted  with  the  hiftory 
of  this  poet,  will  here  receive  infinite  plea- 
sure and  information,     I  do  not  by  praifing 

♦  See  Vic  dc  Fred.  IL  tome  iv.  page  41  i  a  Straf- 
bourg,^chcz  Treuttcl,  edition  de  1788,  in-8vo. 
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mean  to  exculpate  Voltaire  from  the  charge 
of  flattery ;  for,  though  much  may  be  urged 
to  fbften  ibis  charge,  it  cannot  be  annuUecL 
Voltaire  was  of  a  nation  which,  by  the 
perVerfity  of  its  government,  was  habituated 
to  adulation.  What  would  here,  and  will 
foon  diere,  be  thought  fulfome,  was  fcarcely 
fbfficient  for  the  common  forms  of  good 
breeding.  The  language  of  a  parafite,  in  a 
£ree  country,  would  not,  in  the  courtefy  of 
its  terms,  equal  that  of  the  moft  indepen- 
dcat  of  the  children  of  Defpotifm.  This 
Jiowerer  was  a  truth  too  obvious  long  to 
lie  concealed  from  the  genius  of  Voltaire ; 
but  his  writings  in  favour  of  freedom  were 
lb  pointed,  and  fuppofed  to  be  ib  dangerous, 
that  the  moll  powerful  patronage  was  ne- 
ccflaiy,  to  fave  him  from  deftrudion.  Yes; 
the  hard  conceflion  is  wrung  from  us,  that 
Vokaire  muft'  either  have  been  iilent,  a 
fawner,  or  a  martyr.  That  he  was  not 
filent,  that  he  was  not  a  martyr,  are  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  the  glory  of  France.  The  only 
■error  he  was  guilty  of  was  that  of  overading 
adulation.  Let  this  be  remembered,  while 
his  letters  are  read,  and  the  pfeafure  they 
will  afford  will  indeed  be  great.     Frederic 

may 


may  juftly  b*  ^led  his  pupil,  in  all  that  he* 
tinderftood  of  virtue ;  for,  though  others  na 
doubt  were  aft  willing  as  Voltaire  to  teach 
him  virtue^  who  covild  teach  it  with  the 
fame  mimkable  art  ? 

I  would  not  be  thought  the  unqualified 
paaegyrifl  of  VoltaLve  ;  many  of.  his  adions 
merit  cenfure,  and  many  of  them  were  cai«- 
fured  by  himfelf.  But  the  powers  of  hb 
mind,  and.  the  general  difplay  of  thofe 
powers,  it  b  impoflible  fufficiently  to  admire^ 
or  to  praife. 

The    correfpondence  of   Frederic  with 
Jordan  and  D^Arget,  exhibits  his  turn  for 
wit  and  humour,  and  highly  contri  butes  to 
pourtray  chara^er*     His  prctenfioiis  to  ge- 
nuine friendfhip,  contrafted  with   the  lar- 
cafms,  and  eren  fomething  more  tl  lan  (ar- 
cafm,  with  which  he  treats  his  friefi  dsy  not 
Only  teach  the  philofopher  what  Frederic 
was,  but.  what  his  equals^  minds  c  )f  high 
worth,  are  ever  in  danger  of  bee  oining, 
under  ftmilar  circumftances*     Small    things 
in  thb  are  equal  to  great,  for  they  do  not 
Icfs  emphatically  mark  the  dangerol  is  con- 
fequences  of  exceffive  power*     It  is  f  carcely 
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hyperbolical  to  fay  that  none  but  an  angd^ 
can  be  an  Alfred  and  a  king. 

For  timilar^  and  for  additibnal  reafons^ 
die  correfpondeilce  ^th  th^ei  marquis  d' Ar* 
gens  is  ftill  more  precious,  Poflefled  of  fuch 
ibaterialsy  the  true  hiilorian  can  feldom  be 
miftaken  in  fa£ts,  and  never  in  the  man/ 
The  irritation  of  humbled  haughtinefs,  the 
dignity  of  confcious  courage,  the  fpleen  of 
wit,  the  magnanimity  of  defponding  fofti-i 
tude,  and  the  exultation  of  reviving  hope, 
are  energetically  contrafted.  Such  remarks 
are  almoil  fuperfluous.  I  fhould  have  but 
a  mean  opinion  of  the  underftanding  of  tbd 
man  who  fhould  read  this  coffefpondente,- 
and  not  feel,  though  he  might  not  trouble 
himfelf  accurately  to  define,  thefe  emotions^ 

Exclufive  of  other  merits,  the  correfpon- 
dence  with  D'Alembert  has,  in  conjundtiott 
with  that  of  Voltaire,  the  peculiar  one  of 
affording  materials  to  the  hiftorian,  as  welt 
as  of  gmtifying  curiofity,  during  thofe  yeard 
of  peace  when  the  ordinary  vehicles  of  in- 
telligence make  little  mention  of  the  afts  of 
kings,  and  nations.  After  what  has  been 
faid  of  adulation^  it  were  in  vain  to  accufef 
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l)'Alembert.  He  had  as  much  indepet)«- 
dence  of  mind  as  a  man  of  his  talents^  fo 
fituated,  could  have ;  to  expcS  more  were 
unjuft.  I  would  only  warn  thofe  of  my 
teaders  who  wifh  to  be  very  polite,  and  who, 
perhaps  from  good  motives  ill  underftood, 
might  imitate  that  repetition  of  fulfbme 
phrafeology,  which  is  fo  often  iterated  by 
D^Alembert,  and  indeed  by  other  of  the  car*- 
refpondents  of  the  king,  that  fuch  phraiet 
are  as  unfmtable  to  the  Englifh  language  as 
they  are  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  nation. 
Few  are  confcioufly  mean,  though  many  are 
fo  from  example. 

As  an  illuftration  of  the  chara^er  of 
Frederic,  the  reader  no  doubt  will  be  glad  to 
learn,  from  himfdf,  what  his  opinions  were 
of  many  of  the  moft  famous  literati  of  the 
age  J  but  there  is  little  fear  that  the  farcaftic 
and  (everc  manner  in  which  men  like  Lin- 
naeus, Euler,  Helvetius,  the  abbe  Raynal, 
both  the  Roufleaus,  and  various  other  per- 
fons  are  treated  (hould  miflead  any  one: 
their  true  worth  is  too  generally  known  to 
fear  defamation.  The  contempt  of  the  king 
for  mathematicians  was  (ingular.     When  he 
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held  geometry  to  be  inferior  to  ethicg,  an  j 
the  knowledge  of  the  human  heartY  he 
judged  foundly ;  but  when  he  thpnght  it  of 
little  value,  nay  ridiculous,  his  error  was  ex* 
treme  and  aftonifhing.  D'Ales^bert  ha# 
been  cenfured,  for  never  havii^  recom- 
mended a  man  of  genius  to  Frederic^  except 
M.  la  Grange,  the  mathematician,  and  the 
fucceifor  in  the  academy  of  Berlin  to  M* 
Eulerj  but  the  cenfure  perhaps  wiH  be 
thought  unjuft,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
this  only  man  of  genius  of  his  recommcn^ 
dation,  who  was  with  difficulty  obtained 
from  the  court  of  Sardinia  by  Frederic,  re- 
moved to  Berlin  there  to  live  in  equal  if  not  • 
in  greater  negled  than  that  in  which  he  had 
lived  at  Turin.  Count  Mirabeau,  in  thff 
Hijioire  Seer  cite  de  la  Cour  de  Berlin  *,  plead# 
with  great  energy,  to  M.  de  Calonne^to  ob- 
tain an  afylum  for  him  in  France^  after  the 
death  of  Frederic,  by  whom  he  was  left, 
notwithftanding  the  labours  with  which  he 
had  enriched  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy 

♦  The  Secret  Hifiory  of  the  Court  of  Bwlin — tl  book 
the  moft  fingular,  and  in  fome  r^fpefts  the  moft  inftruc-^ 
live  and  amufing,  of  any  the  world  has  lately  feen. 
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of  Berlin,  without,  as  I  believe,  the  fmall- 
eft  additional  promotion,  or  reward.  La 
Grange  no  doubt  poffefTed  that  proper  phi- 
lofophic  dignity  which  difdains  adulation, 
and  importunity.  Kings  are  affaulted  by 
men  of  lefs  modefty  and  worth,  and  when 
not  reminded  are  prone  to  forget  the  man 
of  merit.  I  know  no  better  apology  for 
their  condu^  To  be  farcaftic  was  habitual 
'with  Frederic  11. ;  and  confirmed  habits  are 
too  mechanical  to  be  at  all  times  jud  and 
wife. 

The  remainder  of  the  correfpondence, 
though  not  of  equal  confequence,  is  of  fome ; 
as  it  contributes  to  form  a  whole,  and  as  it 
fliews  the  progrefs  of  the  mind  of  Frederic, 
from  that  period  when,  while  prince  royal, 
he  wrote  to  Rollin  and  Fontenelle,  to  the 
laft  ftage,  in  which  he  correfponded  with 
Grimm  and  Condorcet. 

How  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  this 
whole  correfpondence  has  been  garbled  by 
the  editors  of  Berlin  !  Let  me  be  juft :  of 
this  we  have  not  at  prefent  any  pofitive,  but 
we  have  the  ftrongeft  prefumptive,  proofs. 
The  king's  memory  muft  be  refpedked  j  the 
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feelings  of  the  living  muft  not  be  infulted ; 
yet,  in  what  is  publifhed,  the  memory  of  the 
king  is  not  refpeded^  and  the  feelings  of  the 
living  are  infulted.  Thefe  are  contemptible 
pleas ;  yet  men  of  the  honour  and  worth  of 
the  editors  of  Berlin  are  aduated  by  fuch 
motives,  for  they  can  have  no  betten  When 
will  mankind  know  that  the  egotifm  of  in** 
dividuals  ought  not  to  ftand  ia  competition 
with  the  leflbns  which  fads  afford;  and* 
that,  of  all  refpedable  things,  truth  is  the 
mod:  refpe&able  ?  How  noble  an  example 
has  Jean  Jaques  Rouffeau  afforded  mankind, 
by  writing  his  Confeffions !  Where  is  the 
felfifh  coward  who  would  not  damn  his 
own  fame,  could  he  by  that  teach  wifdom  to 
the  world  ?  Let  us  hope  thefe  editors  will 
repent  of  their  error :  at  leaft  let  us  hope 
that,  though  they  have  curtailed,  they  have 
not  annihilated;  but  that  they  have  left 
their  fucceflbrs  the  power  of  being  honed. 
It  is^neceffary  I  fhould  add  that  the  omif^ 
lions,  which  I  fufpedt,  appear  rather  to  be 
important  for  their  contents  than  for  their 
bulk.  I  imagine  them  to  be  few,  but  et- 
fenti^h 
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I  have  now  to  give  feme  account  of  the 
work  in  Englifh,  and  of  mjfelf  as  the  tranf- 
laton  Confiderable  time  and  attention  have 
been  beftowed,  firft  on  the  arrangement  of 
the  whole^  and  afterward  of  certain  parts  of 
the  corrcfpondencc.  Where  I  have  differed 
in  arrangement  from  every  other  edition, 
it  has  been  with  a  view  to  confiftency, 
and  the  connexion  of  parts  that  relate  to 
each  other.  The  inattention  of  the  edi- 
tors of  Berlin,  to  arrangement,  fpeaks  a  very 
blameaUe  degree  of  indolence.  Inflead  of 
inferting  each  letter  with  its  correfponding 
anfwer,  they  have  printed  the  letters  of  the 
individual  correfpondents  feparately ;  and  left 
the  trouble  of  feeking  for  order  and  con- 
nexion, through  different  volumes,  to  the 
reader.  Nay,  they  have  occafionally  jum- 
bled the  letters  together,  without  fo  much 
as  clafling  them  according  to  their  dates ;  or, 
when  they  wanted  dates,  enquiring  from  the 
contents  to  what  period  they  ought  to 
belong.  Rumour  fays  thefe  editors  are 
fcholars,  courtiers,  and  men  of  wit  and 
breeding ;  but,  if  they  thought  the  tafk  be- 
neath them,  why  not  commit  it  to  others  ? 

b  2  The 


HX  TRAKSLATO&'S  P&£FACS# 

The  key  to  this  enigma  feems  to  be  the  feaf 
of  having  the  edition  pirated ;  better  how* 
ever  pirated  than  fpoiled.  The  labour  re« 
jested,  by  the  editors  of  Berlin,  thofe  of  the 
edition  printed  at  Bafil  bcftowed,  but  ilill 
not  with  fufficient  acciuracy.  The  latter  ap- 
pear to  have  been  deceived  in  obtaining  a 
copy  to  print  from  fo  foon  as  they  had  hoped, 
and  Wanted  leifure  to  equal  their  intentions. 
Nor  can  I  boaft  of  having  completely  re- 
ftored  order.  There  are  fome,  but  very  few, 
undated  letters^  to  which  I  could  ailign  no 
pofitive  place* 

As  the  dates  frequently  differ,  In  the  two 
editions  of  Berlin  and  of  Bafil,  I  generally 
have  inferted  one  date  in  the  text  and  the 
other  in  a  note.  Errors  of  the  prefs  feem  to 
be  more  frequent  in  dates,  and  in  figures, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  printing. 

I  have  inferted  fome  pieces  not  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  editions  I  have  feen,  of  which 
pieces  I  happened  to  have  colledied  copies. 
Thefe  are  the  Prince  of  Pruflia's  Correfpon-* 
dence :  The  Eulogium  on  Voltaire :  The 
Catechifm  for  the  Young  Nobility :  and  The 
Eflay  on  German  Literature,     Of  thefe  I 

imagine 
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imagine  the  world  will  be  glad  to  be  in  pof«- 
feflion.  The  Prince  of  Pruffia's  Correfpon- 
dence  is  indeed  peculiarly  interefting,  and 
amalgamates  exceedingly  well  with  that  be* 
tween  the  King  and  General  Fouquet.  As 
far  as  they  go^  they  both  form  an  additional 
and  excellent  commentary^  for  the  lovers  of 
hiftory,  on  the  feven  years  war. 

As  a  fpecies  of  compofition,  there  cannot 
perhaps  be  a  worfe  than  that  of  eulogium ; 
but»  as  a  fpecimen  of  this  compofition,  there 
can  be  but  few  happier  fubje<fts  than  Voltaire* 

Of  catechifm  I  fhould  fay  the  very  re- 
verfe ;  it  is  logic  of  the  moft  conclufive  and 
effectual  kind :  and,  though  there  be  fome, 
there  is  but  little  falfe  logic  in  Fredericks 
Catechifm  for  the  Nobility* 

The  Eflay  on  German  Literature  is  a 
memorable  example  of  the  power  of  preju- 
dice ;  and  it  is  not  a  little  fingularthat,  after 
having  evidently  paid  fo  much  court  to  the 
literati  of  France,  to  whom  Frederic  appeared 
to  appeal  for  future  fame,  he  fliould  fo  out- 
rageoufly  attack  the  whole  army  of  fcholars, 
and  of  wits,  which  Germany  could  produce* 
3till  however,  in  the  midft  of  error,  his  in- 
tentions 
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tentions  were  good;  and  error  itfelf  may 
here,  as  it  often  has  been,  be  produdive  of 
xgood  efieds:  it  may  induce  the  learned  to 
fpeak  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth,  of 
him  by  whom  they  hfLve  not  been  flattered ; 
and,  which  is  better,  it  may  excite  them  to 
rcdify  the  abufes  he  enumerates,  which, 
though  exaggerated,  were  many  of  them 
real.  To  this  it  mud  be  added  that  the  Eflay 
contains  many  marks  of  good  tafte. 

Of  the  poetry,  not  mingled  with  profc,  I 
have  given  no  tranflation.  The  wifli  to  be 
a  poet  was  with  Frederic  much  greater  than 
the  power.  Whoever  fhould  tranflate  hiS 
poetry,  and  leave  it  fuch  as  it  is,  would  en* 
danger  his  own  reputation,  with  the  few 

readers  whom  he  fhould  have ;  and  even  to 

« 

infufe  beauties,  not  in  the  original,  would  ex- 
pofe  the  tranflator  to  blame.  Ages  have  unit- 
ed in  allowing  the  tranflation  of  profe  to  be  a 
tafk  almoft  infuperably  difficult  j  and  there  is 
no  temerity  in  adding  that  a  poetical,  accu- 
rate, and  literal  verfion  of  poetry  is  impolfible. 
As  there  is  much  poetry  in  the  profc 
which  I  have  tranflated,  it  is  proper  here  to 
add  what  I  intend  to  fay  on  that  fubjeft. 

The 
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The  number  of  verfes  thus  tranflated  are 
fufficient  to  fill  a  tolerably  large  volume; 
yet  are  they  divided  into  feveral  hundred 
ihort  fcraps,  many  of  which  are  the  trifling, 
the  fportive  effufions  of  men  who  did  not 
think  of  poetry,  but  of  rhiming,  I  have,  in 
fome  few  inftances,  imitated  much  of  their 
manner,  for  which  I  imagine  myfelf  to  be  in 
danger  of  cenfure ;  that  is,  I  have,  in  perhaps 
a  dozen  inftances,  written  with  that  jocular 
careleflhefs  which  difregards  poetical  lan- 
guage and  harmony ;  though  thefe,  next  to 
the  fubjeft,  form  the  very  foul  of  poetry* 
I  doubt  the  pofiibility  of  an  exad  imitation 
of  fuch  poetry  as  the  King  wrote  fo  gaily, 
and  fo  much  at  his  eafe :  the  fpirit  of  it  was 
frequently  good ;  I  cannot  fay  fo  much  of 
the  performance.  The  fpecimens  I  have 
given  are  chiefly  in  the  correfpondence  with 
Jordan,  and  are  found  in  and  after  Letter 
CXLVI,  I  confefs  I  would  not  wifli  any 
man,  in  the  leaft  pofleifed  of  the  foul  of 
poetry,  to  be  obliged  again  to  undertake  the 
tranflation  of  thefe  morfels.  To  talk  of  ink- 
flands,  printers,  pens,  counters,  and  pill% 
and  to  introduce  fuch  names  as  Remufberg, 

Alga- 
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Algarotti,  Baltimore,  and  Bonarotti,  with  a 
thoufand  et  caeteras,  ia  all  the  raptures  of 
poetry,  is  i  talk  not  greatly  to  be  envied. 
Like  the  French,  the  King  was,  moft  unfor- 
tunately for  the  tranflator,  a  great  admirer 
of  a  mixture  of  poetry  and  profe  j  in  imita* 
tion  of  the  Voyage  de  Bachaumont  et  Chapelle^ 
Voltaire's  Temple  of  Tafte,  and  fimilar  pro- 
dudions*  A  rigid  adherence  to  the  author^ 
in  a  poetical  verfion  of  poems  like  thefe,  is  a 
virtue  which  I  renounce.  If  to  confult  the 
Ijpirit  of  the  fubjeft  rather  than  the  wordsj> 
if  to  endeavour  to  catch  an  Englilh  fpirit  of 
poetry,  congenial  to  the  poem,  and,  when 
the  mind  was  awakened,  not  feverely  to 
rejcd  an  additional  correfponding  thought — ^ 
if  thefe  be  unpardonable,  there  are  many 
paflTages  in  which  I  do  nx)t  wait  to  be  ar^ 
raigned  ;  I  plead  guilty.  The  King  himfelf 
fays,  vol,  yiii.  p.  150,  "A  few  folecifms 
"  and  bad  rhymes  ought  not  to  be  confi- 
*^  dered  as  defeats,  when  the  poetry  of  an 
"  emperor  is  tranflatecj*"  I  might  with 
truth  fay  the  fame  of  the  poetry  of  a  king : 
but  I  have  endeavoured  to  obviate  the  liecef- 
fity  of  fucl^  a  plea, 

I  have 
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I  have  not  only  omitted  the  poetry,  fome 
t)f  which  was  indeed  too  indecent  for  trant- 
lation,  but  likewife  the  Dialogue  between 
the  Virgin  Mary  and  Madame  Pompa- 
dour, and  the  Thoughts  on  Rbligioii.  The 
Dialogue  is  only  fhort,  would  have  given 
great  offence  to  many  very  worthy  people, 
and  might  have  produced  much  mifchief, 
without  any  prcJfped  jof  good.  The  Thoughts 
on  Religion^  ndtwithftanding  their  being  in 
total  contradi£tion  to  the  religious  opinions* 
of  Europe,  ought  to  have  been  tranflated, 
had  they  been  written  by  the  King,  becaufe 
they  are  argumentative,  and  arguments  on 
all  (ides  ought  to  be  heard :  if  falfe,  there  is 
no  danger  but  they  will  be  refuted  j  if  true* 
truth  ought  not  to  be  concealed.  But,  as 
many  reafons  are  urged,  which  feem  more 
than  plaufible,  that  the  work  is  not  the 
produdion  of  the  King*,  juftice  to  him 
requires  the  queflion  fhould  be  afcertained, 
before  it  is  given  as  authentic. 

None  but  the  notes  with  the  fignatlire  T* 
are  mine.     Some  readers  will  think  many 

•  Sec  Vie  de  Frederic  TI.  torn.  vii.  p.  258,  a  Straf- 
k>urg,  chez  Treuttel,  edition  de  1789,  in  8vo. 

C  of 
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of  the  notes  I  have  added  fuperfluous,  anc^ 
perhaps  impertinent ;  but  the  majority  will 
be  forry  I  have  not  added  more.  Neither  of 
them  however  will  eafily  conceive  the  time 
and  trouble  that  were  neceflary,  or  the  nume-* 
rous  books  that  were  confulted,  in  order  to 
afcertain  certain  things  that  were  doubtful, 
and  to  redify  othfers  that  were  erroneous. 
Memory  muft  not  be  trufied ;  neither  is  the 
reading  of  any  man  ^  ftiffident  to  embrace 
the  reading  of  all  men,  A  trs^nflator  is  not 
indeed  culpable,  if  he  preferye  the  errors  of 
his  original  j  but  to  corred  them  appears  to 
be  meritorious.  ' 

Whether  it  be  likewife  meritorious  to 
preferve  errors  of  metaphor,  and  of  Ian- 
guage,  is  a  queftion  on  which  men  di^er. 
Some  allege  they  wifh  to  fee  the  author  as 
he  is,  and  not  the  author  new  drefled  ;  but 
a  tranflator  on  this  point  feels  his  own  dan- 
ger, and  feels  juftly.  Moft  of  his  readers 
would  attribute  the  blunders  of  metaphor 
and  of  ftyle  to  him,  and  not  to  the  original. 
Befide,  jet  his  abilities  and  care  be  what 
they  will,  the  chances  are,  in  a  work  of 
magnitude,  that  he  flia|l  commit  fome  fuch 

7  himfclf. 
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jhimfelfr  There  are  metaphors  too  ifi  which 
poe  langu;ige  iodiilge^,  although  they  almoi^ 
appear  abfurd  in  another :  yet  foQie  of  thefe  a 
tranflator  wil^  be  almoft  compelled  to  retain ; 
iuch,  for  example,  as  the  word  monument^ 
when  fpeaking  of  literary  productions,  to 
which  I  frequently  could  find  no  equivalent 
with  which  I  was  fati$fied,  and  which  there- 
fore  is  preferved*  Th«  fame  will  be  foun4 
true  of  others.  The  firft  duty  of  a  tranf^ 
lator  is,  as  fair  as  poflSble^  to  give  the  exad; 
value  of  the  author's  id^  Hence,  when 
the  languages  corrcfpond^  Jtjxc  very  words 
pf  the  original,  if  not  of&^five  to  idiom, 
and  as  far  as  they  are  of  the  fame  exa^ 
value,  ought  to  be  tranfmitted.  Indeed 
much  mpire  l^as  been  faid  againft  idiom  itfelf 
than  it  deferves.  Languages  mutually  en- 
rich each  o^her,  by  the  introduftipn  of  new 
|dioms,  as  well  as  pf  neyr  words ;  and  many 
of  the  charms  of  our  greatefl  poets,  is  jthe 
povelty  which  they  have  introduced,  by  the 
aid  of  idioms  caught  from  the  ancient  an4 
modem  languages,     Thefe,  no  doubt,  were 

fometimes  introduced  purpofelyj  but  we 

. .  . .  ^  .  '.  .  ■  -  *» 

may 
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toay  fuppofe  they  generally  we're  fldatinjj; 
.ttnconfcioufly  in  the  imagination. 

By  an  overfight,  the  French  fpelling  M^ 
yence  is  fometimes  followed,  inftead  of 
Memz,  a  city  in  Germany. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  ^d^  bdt  that  I 
believe  I  have  faithfully  difcharged  my  duty 
to  my  readers ;  and  that,  againil  thofe  of 
my  readers  who  fhall  not  be  equally  juft  to 
me,  I  fhall  cherifh  no  enmity.  Each  of 
them  will  have  thoughts,  and  opinions,  li*- 
terary,  political,  and  moral,  different,  jnorc 
or  lefs,  from  mine.  Let  opinions  be  dif-^ 
cuffed;  let  them  be  praifed,  blamed,  ridi« 
culed,  nay  contemned;  but  let  them  be  free. 


Ktnvmanjhreet^  Londdn^ 


^  . .  • 
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State  cf  Pn^a  at  tbt  Death  of  Frederic  fVtlliam^ 
Characters  of  the  European  Princes,  their  Mi- 
nijters,  and  Generals.  An  Eftimate  of  their 
Strength,  Re/ources,  and  Influence  in  the  Sjftem 
of  Europe.  State  tf  the  Sciences  and  fine  Arts. 
Origin  of  the  War  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria. 

1 740.  A  T  the  death  of  Frederic  William,  king 
xJl  of  Pruffia,  the  revenues  of  the  kmg- 
dom  amounted  only  tofeven  millions  four  hundred 
thoufand  crowns;  population,  in  the  various  pro- 
vinces, to  three-  millions* .  The  late  king  left  be- 
hind him  eight  millions  feven  hundred  thoufand 
crowns,  unincumbered  by  debts,  and  the  fi- 
nances well  adminiftered,  but  with  few  refources. 
The  balance  of  trade  annually  loft  one  million 
two  huiidred^  thoufand  crowns,  which  money 
cnricl^d  foreign  nations.  The  army  was  feventy- 

*  This  it  a  round  number  which  the  king  has  put : 
populatkm  in  i74oreidly  amounted  only  to  a,240yOoo« 
^  :i^Ol^.  I.  PART  I.  B  fix 
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fix  thoufand  flxong,  and  about  twenty-fix  thou- 
fand  of  the  foldiery  were  foreigners.  This  proves 
it  to  have  been  an  effort  beyond  the  natural 
(b*ength  of  the  kingdom,  and  that  three  millions 
of  inhabitants  were  infufficient  to  recruit  even 
fifty  thoufand  men,  efpecially  in  time  of  war. 
Frederic  William  entered  into  no  alliances  j  he 
wiflied  to  leave  his  fucceffor  entirely  at  liberty, 
concerning  the  choice  of  thofe  he  (hould  form, 
and  which  after  his  death  might  be  the  moft 
advantageous  to  the  nation. 

Europe  was  in  a  ftate  of  peace,  England  and 
Spain  excepted,  which  nations  made  war  in  the 
New  World  for  two  Englifti  ears  cut  off  by  the 
Spaniards.  Thefepowers  mutually  expended im- 
menfe  fumsconcerning  a  contraband  trade  highly 
unworthy  of  the  great  efforts  they  mutually  made. 
The  emperor  Charles  VI.  had  lately  concluded 
peace  with  the  Turks  at  Belgrade,  through  the 
mediation  of  Mr.  de  Villeneuve,  the  French 
ambalfador  at  Conilantinople.  By  this  peace 
ilic  emperor  ceded  to  the  grand  feignior  the 
kingdom  of  Servia,  a  part  of  Moldavia,  and  the 
important  city  of  Belgrade.  The  latter  years 
of  the  emperor  Charles  VL  had  been  fo  unfor- 
tunate that  he  had  feen  himfelf  flxipped  of  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  of  Sicily,  and  a  part  of  the? 
Milanefe,  by  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and  the 

Sardinians. 
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Safdinians.  He  had,  likewife,  by  the  peace  of 
1737,  Ceded  the  dutchy  of  Lorrain  to  France, 
which  had  been  in  pofleflion  of  the  femily  of 
the  duke  his  fon-in-law  from  time  immemorial. 
By  this  treaty  the  emperor  beftowed  provinces, 
and  France  vain  guarantees.  Tufcany  excepted, 
which  muft  be  regarded  as  a  precarious  pof- 
feffion,  France  guarantied  to  the  emperor  a 
£unily  law,  which  he  had  publiftied  concerning 
the  fucceffion,  fo  well  known  in  Europe  by  the 
name  of  the  Pragmatic  Sandion.  The  purport 
of  this  law  was  to  afcertain  the  fucceffion  un- 
divided to  his  daughter.  There  is,  no  doubt, 
good  reaibn  to  be  furprifed  at  perceiving  the  end 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  VI.  fo  inferiour  to  the 
renown  of  its  commencement.  We  ought  to 
attribute  the  caufe  of  the  misfortunes  of  this 
monarch  to  the  lofs  of  printe  Eugene.  Charles 
had  no  one  to  replace  this  great  man.  After 
his  death,  the  ftate  loft  its  vigour,  became 
languid,  and  its  members  perifhed.  Charles  VI. 
had  received  from  nature  qualities  which  con- 
ftitute  the  good  citizen,  but  noneof  thofe  which 
form  the  great  man.  He  was  generous  but 
without  difcemment ;  his  mind  was  limited, 
and  deftitute  of  penetration ;  he  had  induftry, 
but  not  genius ;  fo  that,  while  he  laboured  much, 
be  performed  little.    He  well  underftood  the 

B  2  German 
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German  conllitutlonal  forms^  and  fpoke  feveral 
languages^  particularly  the  Latin,  in  whick 
he  excelled.  He  was  a  good  fether,  a  good 
hufband,  but  a  fuperflitious  bigot,  like  all  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  He  had  been 
educated  to  obey,  not  to  command.  His  miiii- 
flers  amufed  him  by  making  him  a  judge  <^ 
fuitsin  the  Aulic  council,  and  by  pun&ually 
attaching  him  to  the  minutise  of  ceremony,  and 
the  etiquette  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy.  Thus, 
while  he  was  employed  in  trifles  like  thefe,  or 
wafting  his  time  in  hunting,  his  minifters,  the 
true  matters  of  the  monarchy,  difpofed  of  all. 

The  good  fortune  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 

had  brought  into  its  fervice  prince  Eugene  of 

Savoy,  of  whom  we  have  juft  fpokcn.     This 

prince  had  worn  the  clerical  band  in  France. 

Louis  XIV.  refufed  him  a  benefice;    Eugene 

requefted  a  company  of  dragoons ;  this  he  was 

Hkewife  refufed,  becaufe  they  miftook  his  genius, 

and  becaufe  the  young  lords  of  the  court  had 

given  him  the  nick-name  of  Dame  Claude* 

Eugene,  perceiving  every  gate  of  fortune  Ihut 

upon  him,  left  his  mother,  madame  de  Soiilbns, 

alid  France,  and  offered  his  fervices  to  the  emperor 

Leopold.    He  became  colonel,  and  obtained  a 

regiment.    His  merit  made  rapid  ftrides.     The 

jignal  fervices  he  performed^  and  the  fuperiority 

of 
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of  his  talents^  foon  raifed  him  to  the  firft  military 
commands.    He  was  generaliflimo,  preiident  of 
the  council  of  war,  and,  fihally,  prime-minifter 
to  the  emperor  Charles  VI.    This  prince  faw 
himfelf  the  chief  of  the  Imperial  army ;  he  go- 
verned not  only  the  Auftrian  provinces  but  the 
empire  itfelf ;  properly  fpeaking  he  was  emperor. 
So  long  as  prince  Eugene  preferved  the  vigour 
of  his  mind,   the    arms    and    negotiations  of 
Auftria  profpered ;  but  the  head  which  had  fo 
long  laboured  for  the  welfare  of  the  Imperial 
houfe  was,  when  enfeebled  by  age  and  infirmi- 
ties, incapable  of  continuing  the  fame  labours^ 
and  of  rendering  the  fame  fcrvices.      How  hu- 
miliating to  our  vanity  are  refleftions  like  thefe ! 
A  Conde,  an  Eugene,  a  Marlborough,  behold 
the  underftanding  extind  while  the  body  con- 
tinues to  live,   and  men  of  the  mdl  boxmd- 
lefs  genius  end  in  imbecillity !     Pride  thyfelf 
hereafter,  poor  Humanity,  in   thy  powers    if 
thou  dareft.     The  mental  decline  of  prince 
Eugene  was  the  moment  of  intrigue  among  all 
the  Auftrian  minifters.     Count  Zintzendorf  ac« 
quired  the  mod  control  over  the  mind  of  his 
mafter;  he  had  little  indufky,  but  was  fond  of 
good  cheer ;  he  was  the  Apicius  of  the  Imperial 
court,  and  the  emperor  faid  that  the  excellent 
ragouts  of  his  mni&icr  wae  the  cai^f^^  of  the 

B  3  m 
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ill  fuccefs  of  his  affairs.  The  count  was  in-. 
folent  and  haughty;  he  imagined  hinifelf  zx\ 
Agrippa,  a  Mecenas ;  the  princes  of  the  empire 
were  offended  at  the  feverity  of  his  government, 
very  different,  in  that  refpedt,  from  the  govern- 
ment of  prince  Eugene,  who  employed  gentle- 
nefs  only,  by  which  he  guided  the  Germanic 
body  at  his  pleafure. 

When  count  Zintzendorf  was  employed  at 
the  congrefs  of  Cambray,  he  imagined  he  had  ^ 
penetrated  into  the  charafter  of  cardinal  de 
Fleuri.  The  Frenchman,  more  artful  ths^n  the 
German,  deceived  him,  and  Zintzendorf  re-? 
turned  to  Vienna  perfuaded  that  he  governed 
the  court  of  Verfailles  as  he  did  that  of  the 
emperor.  Soon  after  this,  prince  Eugene,  who 
faw  the  emperor  was  continually  occupied  on 
the  means  of  maintaining  the  Pragmatic  fandion, 
told  him  the  moft  effeftual  would  be  to  keep 
up  an  army  of  an  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
men,  and  that  he  would  indicate  how  the  fupplies 
might  be  obtained  for  the  payment  of  this  aug- 
mentation, if  the  emperor  would  confent.  The 
genius  of  Charles,  fubjedted  to  that  ai  Eugene, 
dared  not  to  refofe.  An  augmentation  of  forty 
thoufand  men  was  refolved  upon,  and  the  army 
was  prcfently  completed.  The  counts  of 
Zintzendorf  and  Stahrenberg,  enemies  of  prince 

Eugene, 


THE    HISTORY    OP   MY   OWN   TIMES*'        7 

Eugene,  reprefented  to  the  emperor  that  his 
provinces,  labouring  under  enormous  contribu- 
tions, were  infufficient  for  the  maintenance  of 
fo  vail  an  army,  and,  unleTs  he  would  intirely 
ruin  Auftria,  Bohemia,  and  his  other  dates,  .he 
muft  difband  the  new-raifed  troops.  Charles 
VI .  who  knew  as  litde  of  the  finances  as  he  did 
of  the  countries  he  governed,  yielded  to  the 
remonflrances  of  his  miniflers,  and  difbanded 
thefe  forty  thoufand  men,  a  Uttle  before  the  de- 
ceafe  of  Auguftus  1.  king  of  Poland. 

Two  candidates  rofe  up,  defirous  of  amend- 
ing the  vacant  throne  of  Poland.  The  one  was 
Auguftus,  eledlor  of  Saxony,  fonof  the  late  king, 
and  fupported  by  the  emperor,  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  and  the  money  and  men  of  Saxony. 
The  other  was  Staniilaus  Lezinfky,  invited  by 
the  wifties  of  the  Poles,  and  protefted  by  his  fon- 
in-law  Louis  XV.  But  the  aid  which  he  obtained 
from  France  coniifted  only  in  four  battalions* 
He  once  more  faw  Poland,  was  befieged  in 
Dantzic,  and,  unable  to  maintain  himfelf  there, 
afecond  time  renounced  the  mournful  diftindlion 
of  being  the  king  of  a  republic  in  which  anar- 
chy reigned. 

Zintzendorf  depended  fo  intirely  on  the  pacific 
fpirit  of  the  cardinal  de  Fleuri  that  he  incon- 
fiderately  engaged  his  court  in  the  troubles  of 

B  4  Poland. 
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Poland.    The  plcafurc  of  beftowing  the  crown 

of  this  kingdom  coft  the  emperor  three  king-* 

<ioms  and  fome  fine  provinces;     The  French 

had  pafied  the  Rhine,  and  were  befieging  Kehl 

at  the  very  time  when  the  people  of  Vienna  were 

bying  wagers  concerning  their  inactivity.   The 

war  that  had  been  undertaken  was  the  work  of 

vanity,  and  the  peace  which  followed  that  of 

weakncfs.    The  name  of  prince  Eugene,  which 

ftill  was  awflil^  fuilained  the  Auilrian  arms  upon 

the  Rhine  during  the  campaigns  of  1734  and 

1735.  Heceafed  to  live  foon  after,  but  too  late 

fioir  his  own  glory.     The  command  of  the  aVmy* 

and  the  prefidency  of  the  council  of  war,  which 

united  places  had  been  held  by  prince  Eugene, 

were  feparated.  Count  de  Harrach  was  made  prcr 

fident,  and  Konigfeck,  Wallis,  Seckendorff,  Neu- 

perg,  Schmettau,Khevenhuller,and  the  prince  of 

Jiildbourghaufen,  intrigued  for  the  dangerous 

honour  of  commanding  the  Imperial  armies..  To 

wreftle  againft  the  reputation  of  prince, Eugene, 

;ind  to  occupy  a  poft  which  he  with  fo  much 

honour  had  held,  was  a  conteft  highly  liable  to 

difgrace.     Thefe  generals  were,  befide,  as  much 

divided  among  themfelves  as  were  the  fucceflbrs 

of  Alexander.    As  a  fubftitute  for  the  merit  they 

wanted,  they  had  recourfe  to  fadtion  •  Seckendorff 

ftiid  the  prince  of  Hildbourghaufen  relied  on  the 

credit 
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credit  of  the  emptefs,  and  that  of  the  minifter, 
named  Bartenftein,  ja  native  erf  Al{atia>  of  low 
cxtradion,  but  laborious,    and  who,  with  two 
affociates,  -Knorr    and  Weber,  formed  a  tri- 
umvirate who  at  that  time  governed  the  affairs 
of  the  empire,  KheverihuUer  had  a  party  in  the 
council  of  war;   and  Wallis,  who  gloried  in 
bating  and  being  hated  by  the  whole  world, 
had  no  party  any  where.     The  Ruffians  were 
dien  at  war  with  the  Turks.     The  fuccefs  of 
^e  former  inflamed  the  courage  of  the  Au- 
ftrians,    Bartenftein  imagined  the  Turks  might 
be  driven  out  of  Europe.   Seckendorff  had  the 
command  of  the  army.    Thefe  two  perfons, 
under  the  pretence  that  the  emperor  ought 
to  aifift  the  Ruffians,   his  allies;  againft  the 
len^my  of  the  Cbriftian  name,  plunged  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  into  an  abyfs  of  ills.    Every  body 
was  ambitious  of  giving  the  emperor  advice. 
His  minifters,  the  emprefs,  the  duke  of  Lor- 
rain,  each  and  all  were  in  cabals.  Every  new  day 
piBw  projeAs  ifTued  from  the  Imperial  councJU 
The  feftions  of  the  great,  who  laboured  for 
each  other's  ruin,  and  tlie  jcaloufy  of  the  g^he- 
rals,    caufed  every  enterprife  to   fail.      The 
orders  which  the  commanders  daily  received 
from  the  court  were  each  contradidory  to  the 
Other^  and  obliged  them  to  undertake  things 

imprac- 
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impradicable.  Such  domcftic  difordcr  became 
more  fatal  to  the  Auflrian  arms  than  to  the 
power  of  the  infidds.  The  Hoft  was  carried  in 
proceffion  at  Vienna,  while  battles  were  loft  in 
Hungary,  and  recourie  was  had  to  the  fbrceries 
of  fuperftition  to  repair  the  errors  of  incapacity, 
SeckendorfF  was  imprifoned  at  the  concluiion 
of  the  firft  campaign,  becaufe  it  was  alleged 
his  herefy  di*ew  down  Celeftial  wrath.     Konig- 

feck,  after  having  commanded  the  fecond 
year,  was  made  grand  mafter  oi  the  cmprefs. 
This  gave  occafion  to  Wallis,  who  had  the 
command  the  third  year,  to  fay  that  his  firft 
prcdcccflbr  had  been  caged,  the  fecond  was 
become  a  eunuch  of  the  feraglio,  and  that  it 
fcmained  for  him  to  be  bejieaded.  He  was 
but  little  wide  of  the  truth,  for,  after  the  lofs 
of  the  battle  of  Kreutzka,  he  was  imprifoned 
in  the  caftie  of  Brunn.  Neuperg,  whom  the 
emperor  and  the  duke  of  Lorrain  had  ftrongly 
conjured  to  accelerate  peace,*  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  Turks  at  Belgrade,  and,  in 
reeompenfe,  was,  on  his  return,  confined  in 
the  caftie  of  Glatz.  Thus  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna, not  daring  to  examine  the  origin  of  its 
misfortunes,  and  to  which  its  moft  auguft  mem- 
bers had  contributed,  puniflied  its  fubaltern 
inftruments  to  obtain  confolation. 
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1739.  After  the  conclufion  of  this  peace  the 

Auftrian  army  was  found  to  be  in  a  dreadfully 
ruinous  date.  It  had  fuflained  confiderable 
lofles  at  Widden,  and  Meudia,  Panchova, 
Timoc  and  Kreutzka.  Foul  air  and  unhealthy 
water  had  occafloned  epidemic  difeafes,  and 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Turks  it  had 
caught  the  plague;  it  was  at  the  fame  time 
difcouraged  and  deftroyed.  Moft  of  the  troops, 
after  the  peace,  remained  in  Hungary,  but 
their  number  did  not  exceed  forty-three  thou- 
fand  men,  and  no  one  thought  of  re-eftablifh- 
ing  the  army.  Befide  thefe,  the  emperor  had 
not  more  than  fixteen  thoufand  men  in  Italy, 
twelve  thoufand,  at  the  moft,  in  Flanders,  and 
five  or  fix  regiments  difperfed  through  his 
hereditary  domains.  Thus,  inftead  of  the  army 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  feventy-fivc 
thoufand  men,  its  efTedive  force  was  lefs  than 
eighty-two  thoufand.  In  the  year  1733  it  had 
been  computed  that  the  revenues  of  the  em- 
peror might  be  about  twenty-eight  millions  *• 
Since  this  period  he  had  loft  much,  and  the 
expences  of  two   fucceffive  wars   had   over- 

*  In  the  French  language  the  word  millions,  without 
another  explanatory  fubftantive,  ufually  fuppofes  millions 
of  livres;  but  in  this  work  it  feems  to  fuppofe  crowns  of 
3  Uyres,  or  lu  6d.  value.    T. 

whelmed 
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whelmed  him  with  debts,  which  he  fcarcely 
could  pay  with  twenty  millions,  which  ftill 
remained;  his  finances  were,  befide,  w  the 
utmdl  confufion ;  difcord  openly  reigned  among 
his  minifters,  and  jealoufy  between  his  generals. 
The  emperor  himfelf,  difcouraged  by  fuch 
repeated  ill  fuccefs,  was  difgufted  with  the 
vanity  of  grandeur.  The  Auftrian  empire, 
however,  notwithflanding  its  hidden  vices  and 
weak  parts,  was  enumerated  among  the  mod 
mighty  of  the  European  powers  in  the  year 
1 740 ;  its  refources  were  remembered,  and  how 
poffible  it  was  for  an  a(ftivc  mind  to  effeft  a 
total  change  !  Meantime,  its  pride  fupplied  its 
want  of  ftrength,  and  its  paft  glory  fcreened  its 
prefent  humiliation. 

/  France  was  in  a  very  different  ftate.  This  king- 
dom had  not  found  itfelf  in  a  more  profperous 
fituation  fince  the  year  167a.  It  was  indebted 
for  a  part  of  its  advantages  to  the  lagc  admi- 

^  niftration  of  caalinal  de  Fleuri.  Louis  XIV. 
had  fnade  this  cardinal,  then  bilhop  of  Frejus, 
the  preceptor  of  his  grandfon.  Priefts  are  as 
ambitious  as  other  men,  and  often  more  fubdc. 
After  the  death  df  the  regent,  duke  of  Or- 
leans, Fleuri  drove  the  duke  of  Bourbon,  who 
then  occupied  that  place,  into  exile,  that  he 
might  obtain  it  himfclf.  His  manner  of  go- 
verning 
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Yerning  was  rather  prudent  than  adive.  WhiU 
in  the  arms  of  his  miflrefles  he  perfecuted 
the  Janfenifts.  He  would  have  only  orthodox 
biihops^  and  yet^  during  a  dangerous  fit  of 
ficknefs^  he  refufed  receiving  the  facraments  of 
the  church.  All  the  refpeft  which  the  pride  of 
pomp  can  infpire  had  been  exhaufled  by  Rich- 
lieu  and  Mazarin.  Fleuri^  in  contraft^  would 
have  his  grandeur  to  coniift  in  (implicity.  He 
left  but  little  wealth  to  his  defcendants^  but  he 
enriched  them  by  immenfe  benefadions,  which 
were  liberally  (howercd  among  them  by  the 
king.  This  prime-minifter  preferred  negotia-  \ 
tion  to  war,  becaufe  in  faftion  he  was  powerful, 
but  knew  not  how  to  command  armies.  He 
affeAed  to  be  pacific,  that  he  might  become 
the  umpire  rather  than  the  conqueror  of  kings : 
he  was  bold  in  his  projedbs,  but  timid  in  execu- 
tion ;  an  Gsconomifi:  of  the  revenijes  of  the 
ftate,  and  endowed  with  the  fpirjt  of  order; 
qualities  which  rendered  him  ufeful  to  France, 
the  finances  of  which  had  been  exhaufted  by 
the  war  of  the  fucceflion,  and  a  vicious  admini- 
ftration.  He  neglefted  the  army  too  much,  and 
was  too  much  prejudiced  in  feyourof  the  finan- 
ciers. The  naval  force  was  almoft  annihilated 
while  he  governed,  and  the  military  fo  much 
neglcfted  that  they  could  not  eredt  their  tents 

during 
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during  the  firft  campaign  of  1733.  With 
Ibme  good  qualities  for  interior  adniiniflration^ 
the  character  of  this  miniftcr  in  Europe  was 
that  of  weaknefs  and  knavery ;  vices  which  he 
derived  from  the  church  in  which  he  had  been 
educated.  The  good  oeconomy  of  the  car- 
dinal, however,  procured  the  kingdom  the 
means  of  liquidating  a  part  of  the  immenfe 
debt  contracted  under  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
He  rep^ed  the  diforders  of  the  regency,  and, 
by  temporifing  means,  France  recovered  from 
the  confufion  in  which  (he  had  been  thrown  by 
the  fyftem  of  Law. 

Twenty  years  of  peace  were  neceflary  to  this 
monarchy,  after  fo  many  calamities.    Chauve- 
lin,  the  fub-minifter,  who  aded  under  the  car- 
dinal ,  rouzed  the  kingdom  from  its  ina&i vity ; 
it  was  he  who  brought  France  to  undertake  the 
war  in  1733;  the  pretext  for  which  was  king 
Staniilaus,  but  by  which  France  gained  Lor- 
rain.      The  courtiers  at  VerfaiUes  faid   that 
Chauvelin  had  juggled  the  cardinal  into  war, 
but  that  the  cardinal  had   juggled  him  into 
peace.      Chauvelin,    encouraged,   and  trium- 
phant to  fee  his  firft  effay  fo  fuccefsfiil,  flattered 
himfelf  he  might  become  prime-minifter.    To 
efledt  this  it  was  neceflary  to  dethrone  the  car- 
dinal, and  calumny  was  not  fpared,  in  ^erder  to 

blacken 
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blacken  him  in  the  mind  of  Louis  XV.:  but 
this  monarch,  fubordinate  to  the  cardinal, 
whom  he  ftill  fuppcrfed  his  preceptor,  retold 
all  be  heard*  Chauvelin  fell  the  vi6lim  of  his 
ambrtioA ;  his  place  "was  given  by  the  cardinal 
to  Mr.  Amelot,  a  man  without  genius,  in  whom 
the  prime-minifta:  boldly  confided,  becaufc  he 
poifefled  no  dahgerous  talents.  The  long  peace 
which  France  had  enjoyed  had  deprived  the 
army  of  a  fucceffion  of  grestt  generals.  Villars, 
who  had  commanded  th6  firft  campaign  in 
Italy,  wa&s  dead.  Broglio,  Noailles,  and  De 
Coigni,  were  men  of  mediocre  abilities;  nor 
were  they  furpafled  by  Maillebois.  Noailles 
was  accufed  of  wanting  that  warlike  in{lin& 
which  confides  in  its  own  powers.  He  ono 
day  found  a  fword  hung  before  his  door,  with 
the  infcription.  Thou  shalt  do  no  mur- 
der. The  genius  of  marechal  Saxe  was  not 
yet  developed,  marechal  Belleiile,  among  mi- 
litary men,  moft  had  won  the  afiedion  of  the ' 
public.  He  was  regarded  as  the  fupport  of 
military  difcipline ;  his  mind  was  vail,  his  wit 
brilliant,  his  courage  daring ;  the  trade  of  war 
was  his  paffion,  but  he  yielded,  without  refcrve, 
to  his  imagination.  He  invented  proje&s,  and 
his  brother  reduced  them  to  order.  The  marc- 
4  chai 


l6  ^OSTHUMOirS     WORtCS. 

chal  was  called  Fancy,  and  his  brodier  Good- 

After  the  peace  of  Vienna,  France  became 
the  arbitrefs  of  Europe.  In  Italy,  as  in  Ger- 
many, her  arms  were  triumphant.  Her  ambafla- 
dor,  Villeneuve,  had  concluded  the  peace  of 
Belgrade.  She  held  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Ma- 
drid, and  Stockhohn,  in  a  kind  o£  dependance* 
Her  military  forces  confifted  in  a  hundred  and 
eighty  battalions,  each  of  fix  hundred  men ; 
two  hundred  and  twenty-four  fquadrons,  of  a 
hundred  men  each  5  which  together  amount 
to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred men,  befide  thirty-fix  thoufand  militia.  Her 
marine  was  confiderable  j  (he  could  fit  out 
eighty  veffels  of  different  rates,  including  fri- 
gates ;  and,  for  the  fervice  of  thefe  fleets,  fixty- 
thoufand  failors  were  enregiftered.  In  the  year 
1 740  the  revenues  of  the  kingdom  amounted  to 
fixty  millions  of  crowns,  ten  millions  of  which 
were  fet  apart  to  pay  the  intereft  of  debts  that 
ftill  remained  of  the  war  of  the  fucceffion.  The 
cardinal  de  Fleuri  called  the  farmers  general, 
who  fuperintcnded  thefe  revenues,  the  forty  pil- 
lars of  the  ftate;  becaufe  he  confidered  the  wealth 
of  thefe  farmers  as  the  moft  certain  refource  of 
the  kingdom.  That  rank  of  men  which  is  moft 
ufefijil  to  fociety,  called  the  people,  and  who 

culti« 


THE  ttlSTORY   OP   MY   OWN    TIMES.       I7 

• 

cultivated  die  earth,  were  poor  and  oppreffed, 
cfpecially  in  what  were  called  the  conquered  pro- 
vinces. In  revenge,  the  luxury  and  opulence  of 
Paris  equalled,  perhaps,  the  profufe  (plendor  of 
ancient  Rome  in  the  time  of  LucuUus.  It  was 
fiippofed  there  were  more  than  ten  millions  of 
wrought  filver  in  the  houfes  of  the  individuals 
of  that  immenfe  capital:  but  manners  were 
become  degenerate ;  the  French,  and  efpecially 
the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  were  Sybarites,  ener- 
vated by  voluptuoufnefs  and  effeminacy.  The 
money  which  the  cardinal  had  amafled  during 
his  adminifbrarion  was  fpent ;  part  of  it  in  the 
war  of  1733,  and  the  remainder  in  the  fearful 
famine  of  the  year  1740;  which  ruined  the 
moft  flourifliing  proviiKres  of  the  kingdom* 
Out  o(  the  evils  which  Law  had  brought  upon 
France  a  kind  of  good  had  refulted,  which 
confifled  in  the  South-fea  company,  eftablilhed 
at  Port  Orient :  but  the  fuperiority  of  the  Eng- 
Bfh  fleets  ruining  this  commerce  in  every  war, 
which  the  naval  force  of  France  could  not  fuf- 
ficiently  protefk,  at  length  the  company  was  no 
longer  able  to  fuftain  itfelf.  *  Such  was  the 
iituarion  of  France  in  the  year  1 740 ;  refpefted 
abroad,  abounding  in  abufes  at  home,  and 
under  the  government  of  a  weak  prince,  who 
VOL.  1.  PART  I.  C  had 
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Bad  abandoned  bimfelf  and  his  kingdom  to  the 
^  diredion  of  cardinal  de  Fleuri. 

Philip  V.  for  whona  Louis  XIV.  had  ruined 
bimfelf  to  feat  him  on  the  Spanifii  throne^i  flill 
there  reigned  fovereign*  This  prince  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  fubjed  to  attacks  of 
gloomy  melancholy,  which  much  refembled 
lunacy.  He  had  abdicated  the  crown,  ini  726, 
in  favour  of  his  fon  Louis,  and  again  took  the 
reins  of  government  in  1727,  after  the  death 
of  that  prince.  This  abdication  was  contrary 
to  the  will  of  the  queen,  Elizabeth  of  Famefe^ 
born  princefs  of  Parma.  She  would  have 
governed  the  whole  world ;  (he  could  exift  only 
on  the  throne. 

That  (he  might  prevent  the  kmg  in  fiiture 
from  bemg  difgufted  with  fovercignty,  (he  con- 
tinually engaged  him  to  undertake  new  wars 
againft  the  Moors,  the  Englifli,  or  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.  The  pride  of  a  Spartan,  the  obftinacy 
of  an  Englilhman,  the  cunning  of  an  Itahan, 

and  the  vivacity  of  a  Frenchman,  jointly  formed 
the  charafter  of  this  lingular  woman;  who 
marched  audacioufly  to  the  accompliihment  of 
her  defigns  ;  whom  nothing  could  furprife,  no- 
thing could  impede. 

Cardinal  Alberoni,  a  man  fo  celebrated  in 
his  time,  had  a  genius  refembling  that  of  this 

princefs  ; 
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t>f incefs ;  he  long  aded  under  her.  This  mi- 
nifler  was  undone  by  the  confpiracy  of  prince 
Celamare^  and  the  queen  was  obliged  to  banifli 
him,  in  fatisfaftidn  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  regent  of  France.  A  Dutch- 
man named  Ripperda  fupplied  the  important 
poft  he  had  held.  Ripperda  had  underftanding, 
but  his  malverfations  made  it  impoflible  he 
(hould  long  continue  in  office.  Thefe  changes 
of  the  miniflxy  were  not  perceptible  in  Spain^ 
becaiife  the  minifters  were  but  the  inflxuments 
of  the  queen,  and  bectufe  it  was  her  will  which 
at  all  times  regulated  affairs. 

In  the  year  1740  Spain  glorioufly  terminated 
the  war  of  Italy.  Don  Carlos,  whom  the  Englifh 
had  efcorted  into  Tufcany,  to  fucceed  CoCno, 
the  laft  duke  of  the  houfe  of  Medicis ;  Don. 
Carlos,  I  fay,  was  become  king  of  Naples,  and 
Francis  of  Lorrain  had  received  Tufcany  in 
recompenfe  for  Lorrain,  which  France  had 
united  to  her  monarchy.  Thus  thefe  very 
Englifh  who  had  fought  with  fuch  fury  againft 
Philip  V.  were  the  promoters  of  the  Spanifh 
power  in  Italy ;  fo  liable  are  politics  to  change, 
and  fo  variable  are  the  opinions  of  men  ! 

The  Spaniards  are  not  (o  rich  in  Europe  as 
they  might  be,  becaufe  they  are  not  induftrious. 
The  trcafures  of  the  new  world  are  the  property 

C  2  of 
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of  Other  nations,  who  have  appropriated  this 
commerce  to  themfelves,  under  Spanifh  names. 
The  French,  Dutch,  and  Englifh,  properly 
fpeaking,  enjoy  Peru  and  Mexico;  Spain  is 
become  a  ftore-houfe,  whence  riches  glide,  and 
where  thofe  who  are  the  cunningeft  catch  the 
moft.  Spain  has  not  inhabitants  enough  to  culti^ 
vate  the  earth ;  wife  laws  have  hitherto  been 
neglefted>  and  fuperftition  has  placed  this  witty 
people  in  the  rank  of  the  mod:  feeble  nations. 

The  revenues  of  the  king  amount  to  twenty- 
four  millions  of  crowns,  but  the  government 
h  indebted.  Spain  maintained  from  fifty-five 
to  fixty  thoufand  regular  troops: her  naval  force 
might  amount  to  fifty  fhips  of  the  line.  The 
ties  of  kindred,  which  unite  the  two  houfes  o£ 
Bourbon,  had  produced  a  flri6fc  alliance ;  but  the 
queen,  however,  was  enraged  at  the  peace  of 
1737,  which  cardinal  de  Fleurihad  concluded 
without  her  knowledge  :  to  revenge  herfelf^  fhc 
involved  France  in  every  vexation  which  was  in 
her  power. 

Spain  was  then  at  war  with  Englandj  for  pro 
tedingJier  fmugglers*  The  cutting  ofFan  Englifh 
failor's  ears  kindled  the  fire,  and  the  armaments 
of  the  two  nations  cofl  inunenfe  fums ;  trade  fuf- 
fered,  and,  according  to  cuftom,  merchants  and 
private  perfons  expiated  the  follies  of  the  great. 
.Cardinal  de  Fleuri  was  ooc  forry  for  this  war; 

he 
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he  -was  in  expefkation  of  afting  the  part  of  me- 
diator, or  arbitrator,  that  he  might  increafe  the 
commercial  advantages  of  France. 

Portu^  made  no  figure  in  Europe :  Don 
Juan  was  confpicuous  only  for  his  abfurd  paffion 
for  the  ceremonies  of  the  church.     By  a  brief 
from  the  Pope  he  obtained  the  privilege  of 
having  a  patriarch ;  and,  by  another  biief,  the 
light  of  feying  mafs,  confecration  excepted. 
His  pieafures  were  the  performance  of  facerdotal 
ftuiAions,  and  tlie  building  of  convents ;  his  ar- 
mies were  monks,  his  miftreifes  nuns. 
-  England  of  all  the  European  nations  ^as  the  N^ 
moft  opulent ;  (he  traded  over  the  M^ole  earth  j 
her  wealth  was  exceffive,  her  refources  almoft 
inexhauftible :  yet,  endowed  with  all  thefe  ad^  ^^ 
vantages,  (he  held  not  that  rank  among  nations 
which  feemed  to  be  her  due. 

George. II.  eledor  of  Hanover,  was  then 
king  ef  England  *:  he  poflMed  virtues  and  abili- 
ties, but  his  paffions  were  warm  to  excels ;  he 
was  firm  iit  his  refolutions ;  rather  avaricious 
than  oeconomidal ;  capable  of  labour,  incapable 
of  patience;  valiant,  violent,  but  governing 
£)Rgland  according  to  the  interefts  of  his  ele£tor- 
ate^  and  too  little  mafter  of  hit^Telf  to  manage  a 
nation  whofe  idol  was  liberty. 

The  jj^inifter.gf  fhis  monarch  w?^s  Sir  Robert 

C3  Walpole. 
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Walpole.  He  had  captivated  the  king  by  the  (avr 
ings  he  had  made  out  of  the  civil  liftj  froqi  whidi 
George  filled  his  Hanoveriail  treafury,  Wal- 
pole direded  the  national  fpirit  by  the  places  ^d 
peniions  which  he  timely  beflowed>  that  he  mig^t 
procure  a  majority  in,  the  Hoyfc  of  Commpnsj. 
His  genius  could  not  extend  itfelf  beyond  the 
(hores  of  England ;  he  depended  on  the  fagacity 
of  his  brother  for  wha^t  related  to  the  general 
affairs  of  Europe*  One  day^  when  fome  ladif  s( 
perfuaded  him  to  make  one  at  a  card  party^ 
he  replied^  I  abandon  play  and  Europe  to  my 
brother.  He  underftood  nothing  of  the  political 
fyilem  :  this  occafioned  his  enemies  to  calun)? 
niate  him^  and  to  accufe  him  of  being  corrupt. 
Notwithftanding  all  the  knowledge  which 
Walpole  had  of  internal  government^  he  un- 
dertook an  important  projed,  in  which  he 
failed  *.  He  wifhcd  to  introduce  the  cxcife  in 
England.  Had  be  fucceededo  the  fums  which 
this  tax  would  have  produced  would  have  been 
fufficient  to  render  the  royal  authority  defpotic. 
The  nation  felt  it,  and  todk  the  aUuTiu  The 
members  of  parliament  toW  Walpole  that  he 
paid  them  the  currency  of  common  fedlies^ 
but  this  was  a  foUy    beyond    all    purchafe. 


1727* 
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Walpolc  was  attacked  as  he  left  the  parliament- 
hotife;  they  feized  his  roquelaur,  which  he 
quitted  in  good  time,  and  efcaped  by  the  affift- 
ance  of  a  captain  of  the  guards,  who,  fortunately 
for  him,  happened  to  be  in  the  crowd.  This 
experiment  taught  the  king  to  refpeft  Engli(l)L 
liberty;  the  affair  of  the  excife  fell  to  the  ground, 
and  his  prudence  feated  him  more  firmly  on  the 
throne.  The  inteftine  troubles  of  England 
pitvented  the  nation  taking  part  in  the  war  of 
1733.  War  foon  after  broke  out  with  Spain, 
contrary  to  the  wifhes  of  the  court.  The  city 
merchants  produced  the  ears  of  the  Englifli 
fmuggler,  which  had  been  cut  off  by  the 
Spaniards,  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The 
bloody  robe  of  paefar,  difplayed  by  Antony 
before  the  Roman  people,  caufcd  not  fenfations 
more  ftrong  at  Rome  than  thefe  ears  excited 
at  London :  the  minds  of  men  were  agitated, 
war  was  tumultuouily  determmed  on,  and  the 
miniftry  was  obliged  to  confent.  The  court 
derived  no  other  advantage  ftom  this  war  than 
that  of  fending  admiral  Haddock  from  Lx>n- 
don,  whofe  eloquence  was  more  prevalent  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  than  the  corruption  of  Wal* 
pole ;  and  the  minifter,  who  had  faid  he  knew 
the  price  of  every  Engliflunan,  becaufe  there 
W?rf  npnc  whom  he  had  not  attempted  to  bribe 

C4  or 
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or  buy,  faw  that  his  gold  could  not  always 
conquer  the  ftrcngth  and  eviden<;e  of  reafon. 

England  at  that  time  had  eighty  (hips  of  the 

four  firft  rates,  and  fifty  inferior  vcffels,  with 

about  thirty  thoufand  land  forces :  her  revenues 

in  time  of  peace  amounted  to  twenty-four  mil^ 

lions  of  crowns,  befide  which  (he  had  immcnfc 

refources  in  the  purfes  of  individuals,  and  the 

cafe  with  which  taxes  might  be  levied  on  her 

opulent    fubjefts.      She  granted  fubfidies  to 

Denmark  for  the  maintenance  of  fiy  ^houfajnd 

men,  and  to  Heffe  for  the  like  number,  which, 

added   to   twenty-two  thoufand  Hanoveriansj 

furnifhed  her  with  a  body  of  thirty-four  thou-. 

fand  men,  at  her  difpofal,  in  Germany.   Wager 

and  Ogle  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  her 

beft  admirals :    the  duke  of  Argyle  and  the 

carl  of  Stair  were  the  only  perfons  who  had  any 

well-founded  pretenfions  to  head  the  military, 

though  neither  of  them  h^i  ever  commanded 

armies. 

Littletoi>  was  faid  to  be  the  moft  vehement 
orator,  lord  Hardwick  the  beft  infonned  man, 
lord  Chefterfield  the  moft  witty,  and  lord 
Carteret  the  moft  violent  politician. 

Though  the  arts  and  fciepces  had  taken  root 
in  the  kingdom,  their  natiye  mildnefs  had  not 
foftened  the  ferocity  of  the  national  manners. 

The 
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The  unfeeling  charafter  of  the  Ei]igli{h  required 
tragedies  of  blood:  they  perpetuated  thofe 
combats  of  gladiators  which  are  the  difgrace  oi 
(lumanity.  They  hald  produced  the  great  New-? 
tpn^  but  no  painter^  no  fcqlptpr,  no  good  mufi- 
'  ftBXi.  Pope  QUI  flourilhed^  and  adorned  poetry 
with  thofe  bold  opinions  with  which  he  was 
fupplied  by  Sha&efbury  and  Bolingbroke. 
Swift,  whcrfe  parallel  is  no  where  to  be  found, 
was  fuperior  to  his  countrymen  in  tafte,  and 
£gnalized  hiipfelf  by  refined  critidims  on  man- 

« 

iiers  and  cuftoms.  The  city  of  London  ex- 
ceeded that  of  Paris  in  population  by  twc 
hundred  thoufand  fouls.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  three  kingdoms  amounted  to  nearly  eight 
millions.  Sco|dand>  then  full  of  Jacobites, 
groaned  under  the  Epglifh  yoke ;  and  the  Ca^ 
tholics  of  Ireland  complained  of  the  oppreffion. 
in  which  they  were  held  by  the  high  church. 

Holland  followed  after  this  nation  as  a  floop 
foUows  the  track  of  a  (hip  of  war,  to  whidi 
fbe  is  lafhed,  After  the  abolition  of  the  ftadt- 
holderihip,  that  republic  had  aflumed  an  ariflo- 
cratical  form.  The  grand  Penfionary,  aififtcd 
by  his  clerk,  propofed  public  affairs  to  the 
affembly  of  the  States  General,  gave  audiences 
to  foreign  minifters,  and  laid  the  reports  before 
the  council.     The  deliberations  of  thefe  affem- 

blies 
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bties  are  flow ;  fecrets  are  ill  kept,  becaufe  thejr 
muft  be  communicated  to  too  great  a  number 
of  deputies.  As  citizens,  the  Dutch  abhor  the 
ftadtholderfhip,  which  they  regard  as  the  high 
road  to  tyranny ;  and>  as  merchants,  their  only 
policy  is  their  intereft^i  By  the  principles  of 
their  government  they  are  better  enabled  to 
defend  themfelves  than  to  attack  their  neighs 
bours. 

With  furprife  and  mingled  admiration  we 
^onfider  diis  republic,  iituated  in  a  macihy  and 
fterile  country,  and  half  furrounded  by  the 
ocean^  which  threatens  to  wafli  away  its  dykes9' 
and  inundate  its  provinces.     Two  millions  of 

people  there  enjoy  that  opulence  which  they 
owe  to  commerce  and  to  thofe  wonders 
which  induftry  nas  effeAed.  The  city  of 
Amfterdam,  it  is  true,  complained  that  the 
Danilh  Eaft-India  Company,  and  that  of  the 
French,  cftablifhfcd  at  Port  Orient,  was  of  fomc 
prejudice  to  its  trade.  Thefe  were  the  com- 
plaints of  the  envious  j  a  more  real  calamity 
afflifted  the  republic;  a  fpecies  of  worms 
found  in  the  Afiatic  ports  had  been  brought 
home  in  their  (hips,  and  afterward  had  intro- 
duced themfelves  into  the  piles  that  fupport  the 
dykes.  Thefe  wornis  deftroyed  both  the  (hips 
and  tl^e  piles,   and  Holland  dreaded  left  its 

bulwarks 
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jbiilwarks  0iaukl  b^  .thrown  down  by  the  firffc 
tenptptft*  The  cotmcil  aficmbled,  but  could 
^ni^  iiO\  better  remedy  for  the  evil  than  that  of 
ordiaining  faili>days  throughout  the  country.  A 
wk  obfcrv«d  that  the  worms  ought  to  have  been 
c»dained  co  fa&.  The  ftate  was,  neverthelefs, 
^exceedingly  rich ;  it  had  debts  which  had  re^ 
njiained  iince  the  war  of  the  fticceffion,  but 
whk^.t^er  ftrengthened  than  enfeebled  the 
padooai  credit.  The  Penfionary,  Vander 
Hejroi^  who  governed  Holland,  was  faid  to 
be  but  a  common  man,  phlegmatic,  circum- 
fpoft,  md  even  timid,  but  attached  to  Eng- 
land horn  habit,  religion,  and  the  fear  in  which 
hp  ilood  of  France. 

Thie.  revenues  of  the  republic  might  be 
twelve  millions  of  crowns,  without  eftimating 
(l>e.  refovirces  of  credit.  She  could  fend  forty 
flii^  of  ;^far  to  f^  She  maintaiAed  thirty 
thoufand  regular  troops,  which  principally 
ferved  to  guard  her  borders,  as  had  been 
refolved  upon  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht ;  but 
^er  aiyny  was  no  longer,  as  formerly,  the  fchool 
pf  heroes  After  the  batde  of  Malplaquet,  in 
which  the  Putch  loft  the  flower  of  their  fol- 
diery,  and  the  niufery  of  their  officers,  and 
fince  fhp  abolition  of  the  ftadtholderfhip,  their 
(roops  declined  for  wftnt  of  difcipline  and  re-> 

fpc<^* 
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{pe&.    They  no  longer  had  generals  capable  of 
commanding.  A  peace  of  eight  and  twenty  years 
continuance  had  deprived  them  of  their  old  offi« 
cers,  and  they  had  negle(9:ed  to  fcMrm  new*    The 
young  prince  of  Orange,  William  of  NafBiu, 
flattered  hipifelf  that,  being  of  the  fiwnily  of 
the  ftadtholders,   he  might  obtain  the  fladt- 
hoiderihip  himfelf.    He  had  but  a  fmall  party, 
howercr,  in  the  province  of  Guelderland,  and 
all  the  zealous  republicans  were  his  opponents : 
his  biting  and  fatirical  wit  had  made  him  ene*  - 
mies,  and  he  had  wanted  opportunities  to  dif-  i 
play  his  talents.    In  this  lituation  was  die  re«  ' 
public  of  Holland ;  pra<^fed  upon  by  her  ndgh- 
bours,  of  little  coi^fiderat ion  in  general  lafl^s, 
pacific  from  principle,  and -warlike  from  acci^ 
dent.  '  i     ,'  . 

If  from  Holland  we  ca&  oUreyes  northward, 
we  there  behold  Denmark  and  Sweden;  king- 
dt)ms  nearly  equal  in  power,  but  lefs  famous 
than  they  had  formerly  been.  ' 

Denmark,  under  the  reign  of  Frederic  IV. 
had  ufurped  Slefwic  from  the  houfe  of  Hol-'- 
ftcin :  under  Chriftian  VI.  it  was  wiflied  alfo  to 
ufurp  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Queen  Magde- 
laine  of  Bareuth  employed  bigotry,  that  this 
facred  bridle  might  prevent  her  huiband  frdm 
deferting  her  bed ;  and  the  king,  become  an  ' 

put' 
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outragedus  partifan  of  Luther^  hadj  by  his  exam- 
ple^ led  the  whole  court  into  a  ftate  of  ^naticifm. 
A  prince  whofe  imagination  i$  full  of  the  holy 
Jerufalem  difdains  the  dirty  earth;  the  mo« 
ments  fpent  on  the  affairs  of  this  world  are 
fuppofed  to  be  loft ;  political  axioms  become 
cafes  of  confcience,  the  rules  of  die  gofpel  a 
military  code^  and  the  intrigues  of  prieft$ 
influence  the  deliberations  of  the  ftate«  From 
the  pious  Eneas  to  the  crufades  of  St.  Louia 
hiftory  affords  no  example  of  fanatic  heroes. 
Mahomet^  fixr  from  being  a  bigot^  was  only  a 
knave^  who  made  religion  a  flalking-horfe  to 
acquire  dominion  and  eftablifh  an  empire* 
The  king  maintained  thirty-fix  thoufand  regu* 
lar  forces ;  he  bought  recruits  in  Germany,  and 
fold  his  troops  to  the  power  who  could  pay  him 
bed.  He  could  colleft  thirty-thoufand  militia ; 
among  which  the  Norwegian  had  the  charafter 
of  being  the  beft.  The  naval  force  of  Den- 
mark confifls  in  twenty-feven  (hips  of  the  line, 
and  thirty-three  of  an  inferior  rate,  and  the 
marine  is  the  mofl  perfeft  part  of  the  admini- 
ftration  in  this  country ;  it  is  praifed  by  all  who 
underfland  naval  affairs.  The  revenues  of 
Denmark  do  not  exceed  fiv^  millions  fix  hun-» 
dred  thoufand  crowns*  She  was  then  in  the 
pay  of  the  Englifii,  from  whom  (he  received  a 

fubfidy 


fubfidy  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns 
for  the  maintenance  of  fix  thoufand  men.  Thfc 
prince  of  CuUnbach  Bareuth  commanded  the 
land  forces.  Neither  this  prince  nor  any  o^ 
the  other  Danifh  generals  merit  to  be  farther 
named  in  thefe  memoirs*  The  minifler,  Schti* 
lin,  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  fame  rank.  The 
tefult  of  what  we  have  faid  is,  that  Denmark 
mufk  be  numbered  among  the  fecondary  powers 
of  Europe,  and,  as  an  acceflary,  might  throw  a 
grain  into  the  balance  of  that  nation  with  which 
(he  (hould  take  part. 

If  we  pafs  from  Denmark  to  Sweden,  wif 
(hall  find  nothing  in  common  between  them, 
except  the  avidity  of  obtaining  fubfidies*  The 
Swedifh  government  is  a  mixture  of  arifto- 
cracy,  democracy,  and  monarchy ;  of  which 
the  two  firft  were  the  moft  prevalent.  The 
general  diet  aflembled  every  three  years,  and 
elected  a  marihal,  who  had  the  utmoft  influence 
over  all  deliberations.  If  their  votes  were 
equally  divided,  the  cafling  vote  remained  with 
the  king.  The  diet  feledted  three  candidates 
for  the  king  to  choofe  which  of  them  he  pleafcd, 
to  fupply  vacant  places :  it  eleded  a  fecret 
committee  of  a  hundred  members,  taken  from 
the  nobility,  clergy,  burgeflcs,  and  peafants, 
which  examined  the  condudt  of  the  king  and 
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th6  fenate^  during  thofe  intervals  when  the  diet 
did  jK)t  Git,  and  gave  inftrudion  to  the  fenate 
concerning  the  adminiftration  as  well  of  home 
as  of  foreign  afiairs.  Queen  Ulrica^  filler  of 
Charles  XII.  had  given  up  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment to  her  hufband,  Frederic  of  Heflfe.  This 
aew  king  fcrupuloufly  refpeded  the  rights  of 
the  nation ;  he  coniidered  his  pofl  much  as^an 
old  invalid  Untenant  -  colonel  confiders  the 
fp:iall  government  which  procures  him  aa 
honourable  retreat.  Before  he  married  queen 
Ulrica^  this  prince  loft  the  battle  of  Mont« 
Caflely  in  Lombardy,  that  he  might  (how  his 
father^  who  was  then  in  the  army^  what  a  battle 
was.  Count  Ozenftiern  had  been  chancellor  of 
the  kingdom^  and  was  difplaced  by  count 
Gillenburg.  This  count  won  over  the  officers^ 
and  by  that  means  procured  a  confiderable 
party  in  Sweden  :  he  wiflied  for  war,  flattering 
himfelf  he  could  again  make  his  nation  refpeft- 
able  by  conqueft.  France  ftill  more  earnefUy 
wUhed  to  make  ufe  of  the  Swedes  j  hoping  by 
them  to  lower  Ruffian  haughtinefs,  and  re- 
venge the  affronts  her  ambaflador,  Monti,  who 
had  been  made  prifoner  at  Dantz.ic,  had  fuf- 
fered  at  Peteriburgh.  For  this  purpofc  France 
paid  Sweden  an  annu|d  fubfidy  of  three  h\m- 
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dred  thoufand  crowns ;    which,  however, 
not  oblige  her  to  the  commiffion  of  hoftilides^ 

Sweden.no  longer  was  what  (he  had  been: 
the  nine  laft  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  XIL 
had  been  fignalized  by  misfortunes ;  the  king^ 
dom  had  loft  Lrivonia,  a  great  part  of  Pome- 
rania,  and  the  dutchies  of  Breihen  and  Verden : 
this  difihemberment  had  robbed  it  of  revenues^ 
foldiers  and  corn,  which  it  had  formerly  pro* 
cured  fix)m  thefe  provinces.  Livonia  had  been 
its  ilorehoufe  of  abundance.  Though  Sweden 
only  contains  two  millions  of  fouls,  its  fterilc 
foil  and  numerous  barren  mountains,  with  which 
it  is  covered,  do  not  fupply  fufBcient  food  fof 
this  feeble  population.  The  ceffion  c^  Livonia 
reduced  it  to  the  extremity  of  diftrefs^  Sweden, 
notwithftanding  all  the  misfortunes  brought  upon 
it,  revered  the  memory  of  Charles  XIL  yet 
with  inconftancy,  which  is  fo  common  to  the 
human  mind,  infuhed  it,  after  his  death,  by 
bringing  Gortz  to  the  block,  as  if  the  minifter 
Imd  been  guilty  of  the  errors  of  the  king. 

The  revenues  of  this  kbgdom  amounted  to 
nearly  four  millions  of  crowns,  which  main- 
tained only  feven  thoufand  flanding  troops ;  there 
was  a  different  fund  for  the  payment  of  thirty- 
three  thoufand  militia.  In  the  time  of  Charles 
XL  lands  had  been  bellowed  on  this  number  of 
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peafants^    who    were    likewife    foldiers^    and 
obliged  to  affemble  every  Sunday  to  perform 
their  exercifes^  and  learn  to  combat  in  defence 
of  their  country ;  but  when  Sweden  fent  thefe 
troops  out  of  the    kingdom  they  then  were 
paid  from  the  public  treafury.     Her  ports  con- 
tained twenty-four  fliips  of  the  line  and  thirty- 
fix  frigates :   a  long  peace  had  rendered  her 
ibldiers  huibandmen;  her  beft  generals  were 
dead.      Buddenbrock  and  Lowenhaupt  were 
not  comparable  to  Reinfchild ;  but  the  nation 
ilill  was  animated  with  a  warlike  inftindt^  and  a 
little  difcipline'and  good  commanders  only  were 
wanting.     It  is  the  land  of  Pharafinanes,  which 
produces  only  iron  and  foldiers.    Of  all  the 
nations  in  Europe  Sweden  is  the  pooreft.    Gold 
and  filver  (I  do  not  include  fubfidies)  are  there 
as  little  known  as  they  were  at  Lacedemon. 
Large  plates  of  ftamped  copper  paffed  inftead 
of  money ;  and,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of 
carrying  fuch  heavy  pieces,  paper  had  been 
fubftituted.    The  exportation  of  this  kingdom 
is  confined  to  copper,  iron,  and  wood;   but 
Sweden  annually  lofes  five  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  in  the  balance  of  trade,  becaufe  that 
her  wants  are  greater  than  her  fuperfluities. 
The  fevere  climate. in  which  this  country  is 
fituated  prohibits  all  induftry ;  its  coarfc  wool 
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can  only  produce  clothing  for  the  commOA 
people.  The  fined  buildings  of  Stockholm, 
and  the  beft  country  feats  of  the  nobility,  were 
creded  during  the  war  of  thirty  years. 

This  kingdom  was,  in  efFeft,  governed  by  a 
triumvirate,    confifting   of  the  counts  Thuro 
Bjelke,  Eckeblat,  and  Rofen.     Sweden,  under 
a  republican  form  of  government,  ftill  prc- 
ferved  the  haughtinefs  of  monarchical  times^ 
The  Swede  fuppofed  himfelf  fuperior  to  the 
citizen  of  any  other  nation ;  the  genius  of  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  and  of  Charles  XII .  had  made 
fuch  deep  impreflions  on  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple that  they  were  not  to  be  effaced  either  by 
time  or  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune.      Sweden 
underwent  the  fate  of  all  monarchical  ftates 
which  become  repubhcan.     She  was  enfeebled ; 
the  love  of  fame  was  changed  into  the  fpirit  of 
faftion ;  difintereftednefs  into  avidity ;  and  the 
public  was  facrificed  to  perfonal  welfare.     Cor- 
ruption increafed  fo  touch  that  fometimes  the 
French,  and  fometimes  the  Ruffian  fadion,  was 
fuperior  in  the  diet ;  but  no  one  fupported  the 
national  party.     With  thefe  defedts  the  Swedes 
ftill  preferved  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  direftly 
oppofite  to  the  republican  fpirit,  which  ought 
to  be  pacific  if  it  would  continue  the  cftablifbed 
form  of  government.    This  kingdom,  fuch  as 

it 
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rt  is  here  defcribed,  could  have  but  little  in-, 
fiuence  on  the  general  affairs  of  Europe ;  con- 
fequently,  had  loft  much  of  that  refped  in 
which  it  had  formerly  been  held. 

Sweden  lias  one  of  the  moft  formidable  of 
powers  for  its  neighbour.  From  the  utmoft 
north,  beginning  at  the  frozen  Tea,  to  the  (hores 
of  the  Euxine ;  )and  from  Samogitia  to  the 
frontiers  of  China;  a  fpace  including  eight 
hundred  Gemian  miles  in  length,  and  from 
three  to  four  hundred  in  width,  the  empire  of 
Ruflia  extends.  This  formerly  barbarous  coun* 
try  had  been  unkndwn  in  Europe  till  the  time  of 
the  czair  Iwan  BafiUdes.  In  order  to  polifh  the 
tiation^  Peter  I.  worked  upon  it  as  aqua  fortis 
does  upon  iron  ^  he  was  the  legiilator  and  founder 
xi{  this  vaft  ertipire ;  he  created  men  foldiers  and 
minifters;  founded  the  city  of  Peterfburgh;  efta- 
t^lifhed  a  coniiderabte  marine,  and  made  his 
nation  and  his  fingidar  iibilities  refpeAabie 
over  aU  Europe.  Annelwanowna^^^e  niece  of 
^eter  t.  it  this  time  governed  the  vaft  empire 
of  Ruffia.  She  was  the  fucceilbr  of  Peter  II* 
the  fon  of  the  firft  emperor^  The  reign  of 
Anne  was  remarkable  for  a  multitude  -df  me* 
;inonU;)le  events,  and,  by  the  aid  of  fome  great 
IBMn,  whom  flie  had  die  wifdom  to  employ^ 
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her  arms  gave  Poland  a  king.  She  fenttcii 
thoufand  Ruffians  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  ♦, 
a  country  where  this  nation  had  before  been 
little  known,  to  the  fuccour  of  the  emperor 
Charles  VI.  The  war  flie  made  on  the  Turks 
was  one  fucceffion  of  profperities  and  triumphs} 
and,  at  the  time  that  the  emperor  Charles  fent 
to  ifolicit  peace  in  the  Turkilh  camp,  ttie  didatcd 
laws  to  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  fciences  were 
protefted  by  her  in  her  country ;  (he  even  fent 
learned  men  to  Kamfchatka  to  find  a  fliorter 
route,  which  might  fevour  the  trade  between 
the  Mufcovites  and  the  Chiivefe.  Thiiprin- 
cefs  pofleiTed  qualities  that  rendered  her 
Worthy  of  the  rank  (he  held.  She  had  forti- 
tude and  elevation  of  mind ;  wks  Uberal  in  re- 
warding, fevere  in  her  chaftifementi ;  conftitu- 
tionally  good ;  and  voluptuous,  without  bein^ 
diforderly. 

She  had  created  her  favourite  arid  minifter, 
Biron,  duke  of  Courland.  The  gentlemen  oE 
iiis  country  difputed  even  his  title  i6  Aobility : 
lie  was  'the  oiily  perfon  who  had  ah  evident 
^fceridaht  over  the  mind  erf  the  eWprefs.'  He 
was  naturally  vain,  'unpoli(hed,  and  cruel;  tiit 
firm  in  his  idmlniftratioh;  arid  did  n(Si  recede 
trom  enterprifes  the  moft  vaft.     'It  was*  hfs 
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ambition  to  njake  (he  nam^  of  hi$  nuftrefs  fa«. 
ipous  to  thie  fartheft  ends  of  the  world.  He  was 
e^mlly  a\^ricious  ii^  amaiUng  and  prodigal  in 
expending  wealth ;  he  had  many  ufeful  qua* 

lities,  without  poffeffing  fuch  as  wore  either  good 
or  agreeable. 

Experience  had  formed,  under  the  reign  of 
Peter  I.  $,  man  made  to  fuftain  the  weight  of 
government  beneath  the  fucceflbrs  of  this  prince. 
This  w^s  count  Oftermann,  who,  like  an  able 
pilot,  with  a  fteady  hand  fteered  the  ftate  during 
the  florms  of  revolution.  He  was  originally 
of  the  county  of  Marck  in  Weftphalia,  and  of 
obfcure  birth;  but  talents  are  diftributed  by 
nature,  without  the  lead  refpeft  to  genealogy. 
Mufcovy  was  as  well  known  to  this  minifter  as 
the  human  body  to  Verney.  Bold  or  circum- 
fpeft  as  occaiions  required,  he  renounced  the 
faAions  of  a  court^  that  he  might  preferve  the 
direftion  of  affairs. 

Befide  count  Oftermann,  we  may  include 
count  Lowenwolde,  and  old  count  Golowkin, 
among  the  minifters  who  might  be  ferviceable 
to  lluffia.  Count  Munich,  who  had  left  the 
fervice  of  Saxgny  for  that  of  Peter  I.  was  at 
the  head  of  the  Ruffian  army :  he  was  die  prince 
Eugene  of  Mufcovy ;  he  had  the  virtues  and, 
jhc  vices  of  great  generals  i  was  able,  enter- 
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prizing  and  fortunate;  but  haughty,  magnifi- 
cent, ambitious>  and  fometimes  too  defpotic ;  and 
would  facriiice  the  lives  of  foldiers  to  his  rC' 
nown.  Lafcy,  Keith,  Lowendahl,  and  other 
able  generals,  were  formed  in  his  fchpoU  ThQ 
government  nmntained  at  that  time  ten  thou- 
sand guards,  i  hundred  1: 
to  fixty  thQuland  men,  v 
goons,  two  thoufand  cuir 
total  amounted  to  ninety- 
forces;  and  thirty  thoulajid  militia,  w^th  a^ 
many  Coflacs,  Tartars  and  Calmucs  as  they 
wiflied  to  coUe-ft ;  Co  that  this  monarchy  could 
bring  without  any  effort  a  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  men  into  the  field.  The  Ruflian  fleet 
at  that  time  was  eftlmated  at  twelve  (hips  of  th? 
line,  twenty-fix  of  an  Inferior  rate,  and  forty 
gallics.  The  revenues  of  the  empire  amounted 
to  fourteen  or  fifteen  miUIons  of  crowns.  Tbis 
appears  to  be  but  a  moderate  fum,  if  we  com- 
pare it  to  the  immenfe  extent  of  thefe  countries ; 
but  every  thing  there  Is  cheap.  The  commodity 
which  fovereigns  (land  moft  in  need  of,  foldiers, 
do  not  coft  the  half  for  their  maintenance  which 
is  paid  by  the  other  powers  of  Europe.  The 
Ruflian  foldier  only  receives  eight  rubles  a  year, 
and  provifions,  which  are  but  at  a  low  price. 
Thefe  provifions  occaCon  thu  enormous  bag- 
gage 
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gage  which  is  dragged  after  their  armies.  In 
the  campaign  made  by  marfhal  Munich,  during 
the  year  1737  againft  the  Turks,  it  was  fuppofed 
that  his  army  contained  as  many  carts  as  comba- 
tants. Peter  I.  had  formed  a  projeft,  fuch  as  h^ 
never  been  conceived  by  any  prince ;  inftead  of 
extending  like  other  conquerors,  he  wilhed  to 
retrench  his  frontiers.  The  reafon  was  that 
his  provinces  were  ill  peopled,  comparatively 
with  their  vaft  extent.  He  wiftied  to  coiled  be- 
tween Peteriburgh,    Mofcow,   Cafan,  and  the 

Ukraine,  the  twelve  millions  of  inhabitants  whg 
were  fcattered  throughout  his  empire,  that  kc 
might  well  people  and  cultivate  that  country, 
which  might  be  eafily  defended,  becaufe  of  the 
deferts  by  which  it  would  have  been  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Perfians,  Turks,  and  Tartars. 
This  project,  with  many  others,  was  reAdercd 
abortive  by  the  death  of  that  great  man. 

The  czar  had  only  time  to  form  the  outlines 
of  commerce  ;  the  merchant  fleets  of  the  Ruf- 
fians,  under  the  emprefs  Ann,  ^rould  not  any 
way  be  compared  to  thofe  of  the  fouthern 
powers ;  all  things  however  predifted  that  the 
population  of  this  empire,  its  forces,  its  wealt^j^ 
and  commerce,  would  make  mod  cpnliderable 
progrefs.  The  national  character  is  a  mixture 
of  fufpicion  and  art.     Indolent,  but  intereftcd, 
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die  Ruffians  pofTefs  the  capability  of  imitation, 
but  not  inventive  genius.  The  grandees  arc 
fadious^  the  guards  formidable  to  their  mo-t 
narchs,  and  the  people  ftupid,  drunken,  fuper- 
ftitious^  and  unhappy.  This  ftate  of  things, 
fuch  as  we  have  defcribed,  has  no  doubt  hither- 
to been  the  caufe  that  the  academy  of  (ciences  has 
never  produced  any  men  of  eminence,  who  were 
natives.  After  the  death  of  Charles  XIL  and 
the  re-eftabliftimcnt  of  Auguftus  of  Saxony  in 
Poiand,  and  efpecially  after  the  viftories  of 
rharflial  Munich  over  the  Turks,  the  Ruffians 
becanie  the  real  arbiters  of  the  North.  They 
were  fo  formidable  that  no  power  might  hope 
to  gain  by  an  attack,  having  what  may  be  cal- 
led deferts  to  traverfe  in  order  to  come  to  them ; 
but  had  every  thing  to  lofe,  by  being  reduced 
to  a  defenfive  war,  fhould  the  Ruffiaps  themfclves 
attack.  What  gives  the  latter  this  advantage 
is  the  number  of  Tartars,  Coffacs  and  Cal-r 
mucs  that  they  have  in  their  armies,  Thefe  vaga-» 
^nd  hordes  of  marauders  a^d  incendiaries  arc 
capable,  by  their  incurfions,  of  carrying  deftruc- 
tion  into  the  moft  floyriibing  provinces,  though 
they  never  fhould  be  entered  by  their  army. 
To  avoid  fuch  devaflations,  all  their  neighbour^ 
are  obliged  to  temporize^  and  the  Ruffians  con* 
fider  the  alliances  which  they  contra6t  with  foreign 
iUtes  as  ^  prote<5Uoa  granted  to  their  client?* 
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The  influence  of  Ruflift  is  more  direftly  ex- 
tended oyer  Poland  than  over  it$  other  neighn 
hours*  After  d^  death  of  Auguftus  L  this 
republic  was  obliged  to  eleft  Auguftus  IL  as 
their  fovereign.  The  naiiooai  vokx  vims  fbv 
Stanifkus,  but  the  wHhes  of  the  people  were 
obliged  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  will  of  the  Ruflians* 
Poland  is  in  a  perpetoal  ftane  of  anarchy ;  the 
^eat  families  are  all  divided  by  intereft ;  their 
individual  advantage  is  pcefened  to  the  public 
welfare ;  aid  they  are  only  unanimous  in  the  fe# 
verity  yr^  which  they  oppitfs  their  fubjedts^ 
whom  they  rather  treat  as  beafts  of  burden  dian 
as  mem«  The  Poles  are  vain^  haughty  when 
ioitune  fmiles  upon  them,  and  mean  in  adveriity ; 
capable  of  any  aft  to  amafs  money,  which, 
having  obtained,  they  fcatter  without  care ;  frl* 
volous,  wanting  in  judgment,  ever  ready  to 
chaoge  parties  without  a  motive,  and  by  their 
inconfiftent  conduft  to  plunge  tbemfehres  into 
^  moft  difagreeable  fituations^  Laws  tliey 
have ;  bxit  tbefe  they  do  not  dbCerve,  for  they 
have  no  executive  juftice.  The  party  of  the 
court  increafes  whenever  places  become  vacant ; 
the  king  has  the  privilege  of  difpofmg  of  thefe, 
and  by  every  new  grant  x>£  incurring  new  ingra- 
titude.  The  diet  affembles  every  throe  years, 
(omqtimes  at  Grodno,  fometimes  at  Warfaw. 
The  court  exerts  its  politics  in  fecuring  the 

eleftion 


I|ft  POSTHUMOUS  WORKS* 

ekftion  of  a  marfhal  of  the  diet  in  favour  of 
one  of  its  partifans*  During  the  reign  of  Au* 
guftuB  IL  its  whole  influence  could  not  give  fta* 
bility  to  any  one  diet^  except  the  diet  of  padfi- 
cation.  This  cannot  be  otherwife^  fince  any 
fingle  deputy  who  fhall  oppofe  the  deliberations 
of  thefe  aflemblies  can  break  up  the  diet.  Theirs 
is  the  veto  of  the  andem  tribunes  (£  Rome. 

The  principal  £unilies  of  Poland  at  this  time 
were  Czartorinfki^  P6tocki>  Tarlo,  and  Lu^ 
bomirfki*  The  human  mind  in  this  kingdom  is 
become  feminine^  the  women  are  the  fupporters 
of  all  fadions^  and  difpofe  of  every  thing  while 
thdr  buibands  are  getting  drunk.  The  fruits  of 
the  earth  are  abundant  in  Poland  2  the  inhabi-t 
tants  are  not  fufficient  for  their  confumptiom 
Their  only  cities  arc  Warfaw,  Crakow,  Dantzic^ 
and  Leopold;  for  the  remainder  would  be 
efteemed  bad  villages  in  any  other  country. 
As  the  republic  is  entirely  in  want  of  manu&cr. 
tures^  the  furplus  of  whcr^t  alone  after  the  na-^ 
tional  confumption  amounts  to  two  hundred  thoun 
fand  winfpcls  *.  Tq  thefe  may  be  added  wood, 
pot-aflies^  raw  hides,  black-cattle  and  horfes^ 
with  which  they  fupply  their  ndghbours.  So 
snany  branches  of  exportation  render  the  ba-» 

♦  Or  wUpcl.    Twenty-four  butheli.    T. 
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l4nce  of  trade  advantageous.  The  merchandize 
is  fold  at  the  cities  of  Breflau,  Leipfic,  Dantzic, 
Frankfort,  and  Konigfberg,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  profit  by  the  traffic,  and  make  this  ig- 
norant people  pay  dearly  for  their  agency,  Po- 
land maintains  twenty-four  thoufand  efFeftivc 
men,  ill  difciplined.  In  times  of  public  danger, 
(be  can  proclaim  the  arriere  ban,  known  by  the 
title  qf  Fofpolite  Rufzenie.  It  was  in  vaiu 
however  that  Auguftus  I.  would  have  enforced  it 
Ugainft  Charles  XIL 

What  has  been  faid  proves  how  eafy  it  was 
for  Ruffia,  though  the  government  had  been 
more  peif^^,  to  benefit  by  the  weaknefs  of  this 
neighbouring  country,  and  to  gain  an  afcendant 
in  a  ftate  fo  little  advanced.  The  revenues  of 
^c  king  do  not  furpafs  a  million  of  crowns.  The 
Saxon  fovereigns  employed  the  greateft  part  of 
this  in  corrqption,  hoping  by  that  means  to  per- 
petuate the  government  in  their  family,  and  in 
time  to  render  the  kingdom  hereditary.  Auguf- 
tus II.  was  mild  through  indolence,  prodigal  from 
vanity ;  the  flave  of  his  confeflbr  and  his  wife^ 
though  deftitute  of  love  or  religion ;  to  which  we 
may  add  his  inclination  to  fubmlt  to  the  direc- 
tions of  his  favourite  count  Bruhk  His  indo- 
lence was  the  grand  impediment  that  was  to  be 
vanquiftied  in-order    to   place    him  on   the 

\  throne 
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throne  of  PolancJ*  The  queen,  his  wife,  wa$ 
the  daughter  of  the  emperor  Jofeph,  and  the 
Cfter  of  the  eledtrefs  of  Bavaria.  She  was 
morofe,  haughty,  and  fuperftitious.  She  wiflied 
to  have  converted  Saxony  to  the  catholic  reli- 
gion ;  but  this  was  not  the  work  of  a  day.  Count 
Bruhl  and  Hbenachen  were  the  Saxon  minifters  ; 
the  firft  had  been  a  page,  the  fecond  a  laquais. 
Bruhl  had  been  in  the  confidence  of  the  former 
ki^g,  and  became  the  principal  inftrument  of 
placing  Auguftus  II.  on  the  throne,  for  which 
the  Utter  in  gratitude  made  him  the  aflbciate  of 
)iis  then  favourite  Sulkowfki.  Competition  e^^^ 
cites  jealoufy,  which  prefently  flamed  between 
the/e  two  rivals. 

Sulkowfki  had  formed  a  projeftj  by  wtich 
Auguftus  wajs  to  feize  on  Bohemia,  after  the 
3cath  of  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  as  on  a  fut* 
ceflion  which  reverted  to  him  in  right  of  his 
wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the  emperor 
Jofcpji,  the  eldeft  of  the  two  brothers,  and  who 
coi;fi?quently  ought  to  fvcceed  in  preference  to 
the  daughter  of  the  younger  brotjher.  The  king 
began  to  approve  the  plan;  and  Bruhl,  in 
order  to  dethrone  his  competitor,  communi- 
cated this  projeft  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  which 
concurred  with  hin^,  in  procuring  the  banifh- 
npient  of  the  author  of  a  defign  fo  oppofite  to 
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its  intereft ;  but  by  this  ftcp  Bruhl  became  en- 
Jlaved  as  it  were  to  ^he  advancement  of  the  he\\r 
houfe  of  Aiiflria. 

This  niinifter  underftood  only  the  fubtleties 
and  arts  which  conftitute  the  politics  of  petty 
princes.  Of  all  the  men  of  his  time  he  had  the 
moft  coats^  watches,  laced  ruffles,  boots,  flioesj 
and  flippers*  Cafar  would  have  ranked  his 
head  among  thofe  which  are  fo  well  perfumed 
and  pomatumed  that  they  have  nothing  to  fear* 
A  fovereign  fuch  as  Auguilus  IL  was  neceffaryi 
fpr  a  man  like  count  Bruhl  to  ad  the  part  of 
prime  minifbn  The  Saxon  generals  certainly 
were  not  the  greatdl  commanders  in  Europii 
The  duke  g(  Weiflfenfells  had  courage  bvn:  not 
fufHcient  genius.  Rutowikii  the  baftard  of 
Auguilus  I.  had  diflinguifhed  himfelf  at  the  af^ 
fair  of  the  TioMx: ;  but  be  was  too  tnwch  an  Epi* 
curean^  and  too  indolent  for  the  command. 
Saxony  poflefled  fome  people  of  under{landing> 
whiMii  die  jealoufy  of  Bruhl  kept  c/ut  of  timploy- 
ment.  The  court  was  well  ferved  by  its  ipits^ 
and  ill  by  its  minifters.;  it  was  fo  dependent  on 
lluffia  that  it  durft  not  contraft  any  eogage- 
mcnt  without  thepermiffion  of  that  power*  RuL 
flg^  Aufbria,  England,  and  Saxony,  were  then  in 
alliance.  Saxony  is  one  of  the  mofi:  opulent 
provinces  of  Germany,  for  which  it  is  indebted 

8  to 
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to  the  goodnefs  of  its  foil,  and  the  induftry  of 
its  people,  which  have  caiifed  maniifadlures  to 
flourifli.  The  revenues  of  the  prince  anlount  to 
fix  n^illions,  of  which  fifteen  hundred  thoxifand 
trowns  are  fubtrafted  for  the  acquittal  of  the 
debts  which  have  been  incurred  by  the  two  Po- 
fi(h  eleftions.  The  ele&or  maintained  twenty- 
four  thoufand  regular  troops,  and  the  Couhtry 
could  fiimifli  a  militia  of  eight  thoufand  men* 

Next  to  the  eledor  of  Saxony,  the  eleftor  of 
Bavaria  is  one  of  the  moft  powerful  princes  of 
Germany.     Charles  was  at  that  time  the  reign* 
ing  prince ;  his  father  Maximilian  took  part  with 
France  in  the  war  of  the  fucceffion,  and  with 
the  batde  of  Hockftedt  loft  his  ftates  and  hk 
children  •     Charles  himfelf  had  been  educated  at 
Vienna  in  captivity.    When  he  fucceeded  to  his 
father,  he  found  nothing  but  evils  i6  redrefs* 
He  was  mild,  beneficent,  and  perhaps  too  pli*^ 
ant.    Count  Torring  was  both  prime  minifter 
and  general,  and  perhaps  equally  incapable  of 
executi]]^  either  office.  Bavaria  yields  ^  rerenu^ 
of  five  millions,  about  one  of  Which  are  em^ 
ployed  as  in  Saxony  for  the  liquidation  of  old 
debtSi    France  at  that  tinle  paid  the  elector  It 
(ubfidy  of  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns.    Ba*- 
varia  of  all  the  countries  of  Germany  is  thSt 
where  there  is  the  leaft  geniuk  and  the  greateft 

fertility ; 
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fertility ;  it  is  a  terrtftrial  paradife  inhabited  by 
bcafts  *•  The  eleftoral  troops  were  in  a  ruin* 
ous  condition.  Of  the  fix  dioufand  men  which 
the  elector  had  fent  into  Hungary,  in  the  fervicc 
of  the  emperor,  not  one  half  had  returned.  Ba- 
Yaria  could  not  bring  more  than  twelve  thoufand 
men  mto  the  field. 

The  eleftor  of  Cologne,  brother  to  the  dec- 
tor  of  Bavaria,  had  placed  as  many  mitres  on 
his  own  head  as  he  could  procure.  He  was 
cleftor  of  Cologne,  biftiop  of  Munfter,  Pader- 
bom,  Ofnabruck,  and  grand  mafter  of  the  Teu- 
tonic order.  He  maintained  from  eight  to  twelve 
thoufand  men,  whom  he  bought  and  fold  as  gra- 
fiers  do  cattk.  At  this  period  he  was  purchafed 
by  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  eleftor  of  Mayence,  dean  of  the  elec- 
toral college,  has  not  the  refourccs  of  the  eleftor 
of  Cologne.  Of  all  the  cleftors  he  of  Treves 
is  the  woift  provided  for.  Baron  Eltz|  then  elec- 
tor of  Mayence,  had  the  charader  of  being  a 
good  citizen,  a  worthy  man,  and  the  fnend  of 
his  country.  As  he  was  without  paffions  and 
prgudices,  he  did  not  blindly  make  himfelf  the 
Have  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  eleftor  of 
Treves  was  capable  only  of  <:rawling. 

*  The  French  word  Mes  is  here  employed  as  a  pun,  and 
cannot  be  traaflated.    T. 

4  The 


The  ele£tor  palatine  did  not  enad:  any  great 
part.  He  had  maintained  a  neutrality  in  the 
war  of  1733,  and  his  country  fuffcred  all  the 
diforders  committed  in  it  by  the  two  armi^»  He 
keeps  from  eight  to  ten  thoufand  men^  has  two 
fortrefles^  Manheim  and  Dufieldorflfj  but  has  not 
foldiers  for  their  defence. 

The  I'emainder  of  the  dukes,  princes,  and 
provinces,  of  the  einpire  were  governed  by  the 
Imperial  court  with  an  iron  fceptre ;  the  feeble 
were  flaves,  the  powerful  free.  The  domains 
of  the  duke  of  Mecklenbxirgh  were  in  fequeftra- 
tion.  The  commiflaries  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
fomented  diflenfion  between  the  duke  aad  his 
fufojeds,  and  devoured  both  the  One  and  the 
other.  Petty  princes  wore  the  y<)ke,  becaufe 
they  were  uniU>lis  to  (hake  it  off;  and  their  mi* 
liifters,  i^eeiying  briber  and  titleft  from  the  em* 
peron,  fubje£bed  thiem  to  Ai^ian  ddpotifm. 
Confider  the  number  of  fcings^  eledors,  and 
piincesi  which  compofe  the  Qennanic  body,  and 
k  will  appear  puiflant ;  examine  the  various  in- 
terefi;s  by  which,  its  members  are  divided,  abd 
its  debility  will  be  evident.  The  dkt  of  Ratilbon 
is  but  a  kind  of  phantom,  which  recalls  to  mind 
what  it  formerly  was ;  an  affembly  of  civilians 
attached  to  forms  rather  than  to  fubftantials. 
The  envoy  which  a  fovereign  feads  thither  Jfc- 

fembles 
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fembles  a  yard-dog  who  bays  at  the  mootu  If 
it  be  a  queition  concerning  war,  the  Imperial 
coilrt  very  artfully  confounds  its  individual  quar- 
rels with  the  interefts  of  the  empire^  that  it  may 
employ  the  ftrength  of  the  empire  as  an  inflrU'* 
ment  to  forward  its  ambitious  views. 

The  different  religions  tolerated  in  Germany 
no  longer>  as  formerly,  occafion  violent  convul* 
lions ;  the  feftaries  remaiii,  but  their  2eal  is  be- 
come lukewarm.     Many  poUticians  are.  afto^ 
nilhed  that  a  government  fo  Angular  as  that  of 
Germany  could  fo  long  haVe  fubfifted>  and,  wit^ 
very  little  reafon^  attribute  its  duration  to  ^* 
tional  phlegm :  they  are  wrong.    The  ei^^^" 
were  elcftive,  and^  fince  the  extinftJ^^  ^\  ^^ 
race  of  Charlemagne,  princes  of  var'^s  families 
have  been  raifed  to  the  imperial  d^^^T*   Thefe 
had  quarrels  with    their  neighx)urs.      They 
had  the  &mous  difpute  with  thepopes,  concern- 
ing the  inveftiture  of  bifliops  ^ith  the  crofier 
and  the  ring  :  they  were  obliged  to  be  crowned 
at  Rorne.     Thefe  were  eacl  of  them  (hackks 
which  impeded  the  eftabllliment  of  defpotifm 
ki  the  empire*  On  the  other  part  the  eledors 
and  fome  princes  and  bishops,  by  uniting,  were 
fufficiently  powerful  to  oppofe  the  ambition  of 
the-  emperors,  but  not  to  change  the  form  of 
th?  government.   Since  the  Imperial  crown  has 
VOL.  I.  PART  I.  £  bna 
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been  perpetuated  in  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the 
danger  of  defpotifm  has  beccHtte  more  apparent. 
Charles  V.  after  the  battle  of  Muhlberg,  might 
have  made  himfelf  abfolute ;  but  he  let  the  moment 
efcape :  axuiwhen  the  Ferdinands^  his  fucceflbrs^ 
would  have  attempted  the  fame  thing,  they  were 
foiled  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  French  and  the 
Swedes.  With  refpid  to  the  chief  part  of  the 
princes  of  the  empire,  their  reciprocal  equilibria 
um  and  mutual  envy  prevent  their  aggrandize* 
ment. 

"Proceeding  weftward  fromr  the  fouth  of  Ger- 
man), ^^  jjjg^  yfl^  ^^^  Angular  republic  an- 
iiexed^  ^  it  may  be  faid,  to  the  Germanic 
body;  anui^  fome  manner   free.      Switzer- 
land from  thj  time  of  Caefar  had  preferved 
iti  liberty,    a  <hort  period  excepted,  during 
which  it  was  fu^jcftcd  to  die  houfe  of  Habf- 
pourg*    It  did  mt  long  bear  this  yoke.    The 
Auftrian  cmperon  in  vam  attempted  on  dif- 
ferent occafions  to  hbdue  thefe  warlike  moun- 
uineers:  their  love  of  liberty  and  their. deep 
rocks  defended  them  againft  the  ambition  of 
their  neighbours.  During  the  war  of  the  Spanilh 
fucceiEon,  the  count  du  Luc,  ambaflador  for 
France,  incited  an  inteftme  war  in  Switzerland, 
under  the  Vetencc  of  religion,  that  the  republic 

might 
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might  be  prevented  from  interfering  in  the 
troubles  of  Europe*  The  thirteen  cantons  held 
a  gei«ral  diet  once  in  two  years,  over  which  a 
Schukfaeiis  from  Bern  or  Zurich  alternately  pre* 
fides.  The  canton  of  Bern  holds  the  fame 
power  in  that  republic  as  does  the  city  of  Am- 
fterdam  in  the  republic  of  Holland^  and  enjoys 
SI  decided  preponderance.  Two  thirds  of  the 
Swifs  arc  Calvinifts ;  the  remainder  are  catholics  : 
the  former,  from  theii:  rigidity,  refemble  the  pref- 
byterians  of  England  and  the  mod  fanatical  of 
the  catholics  of  Spain.  The  wifdom  of  the  go- 
vernment confifts  in  not  opprelEng  the  people, 
but  fuffering  them  to  enjoy  fu  ch  happinefs  as  is 
confiftent  with  their  condition.  Thus,  by  never 
departing  from  principles  of  moderation,  they 
have  fagely  preferved  their  independence.  The 
republic  can  without  effort  affemble  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  for  its  defence  ;  and  it  has 
accumulated  fufEcient  treafures  to  pay  this 
number  of  troops  for  three  years.  All  thefe 
•worthy  and  wife  regulations  feem  degraded  by 
the  barbarous  cnftom  of  felling  their  fubjefts  to 
fuch  as  can  pay  for  them.  Hence  it  happens 
that  the  Swifs  of  one  canton  in  the  fervice  of 
France  make  war  on  the  Swifs  of  another  in  the 
fervice  of  Holland.  Where  in  this  world  may 
perfedion  be  found ! 
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If  from  Switzerland  We  call  a  glance  ont 
Italy,  we  there  (hall  find  that  ancient  empire 
of  the  Romans  difmembered  as  much  as  poffi- 
ble  by  the  ambition  of  its  princes.  Lombardy 
is  divided  between  the  Venetians,  Auilrians, 
Savoyards,  and  Genoefe.  Of  thefe  pofleffions 
the  king  of  Sardinia  appears  to  have  the 
greateft  part.  Charles  Emanuel  *  had  lately 
<K)nduded  the  war  which  he  had  foftained 
againft  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  by  which  he  had 
intrenched  upon  the  dutchy  of  Milan.  The 
revenues  of  his  various  ftatos  amounted  to  about 
five  millions;  with  which^  during  peace,  he 
maintained  thirty-thoufand  men,  and  thefe,  in 
time  of  war,  he  could  augment  to  forty-thou- 
iand.  In  Italy  he  had  the  charader,  among 
die  beft  informed,  of  a  prince  well  acquainted 
with  politics  and  his  own  interefts.  His  mi- 
nifter,  the  marquis  of  Ormce,  had  the  jeputa* 
tion  of  being  a  fuccefsful  pupil  of  the  fchool 
of  Machiavel.  The  policy  of  the  ftate  con- 
fifted  in  maintaining  an  equilibrium  betweett 
the  lK)ufe  of  Auftria  and  the  two  branches  of 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  that  by  management 
it  might  acquire  the  means  of  extending  its 

♦  The  text  erron€oufly  reads  ViStox  Amadeus.    T. 
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poffeffions.  His  fatjier,  Viftor  Amadcus,  had 
often  (aid,  "  The  Milanefe  fon  is  like  an  arti- 
^^  choke,  which  n^uft  be  eaten  leaf  after  leaf.** 
At  this  period  the  king  of  Sardinia,  ill  difpofed 
toward  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  refpefting  the 
peace  of  1737,  which  cardinal  de  Flteuri  had 
concluded  without  his  knowledge,  inclined  to 
f^ivour  th?  houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  remainder  of  Lombardy  was  divided, 
as  we  have  faid:   the  emperor  poflcffed  the 
Milanefe,  the  province?  of  Mantua  and  Pla* 
<^nza,  and  had  efl;abli(hed  his  fon- in-law,'  the. 
duke  of  Lorrain,  in  Tufcany*     The  republic 
of  Genoa,  fituated  on  the  weft  of  Savoy,  ftill 
W4S  fomous  for  its  bank,  its  remains  of  trade, 
and  its  beautiful  marble  palaces.     Coriica  had 
rebelled:   the  firft  revolt  had  been  appeafed 
by  the  forces  the  emperor  had  fent  thither  in 
the  year  1732  ;  the  fecond  by  the  French,  unr 
der  the  comm^d  of  the  count  de  Maillebois  : 
but  thefe  foreign  fuccours  did  but  for  a  time 
ftifle  the  fire  which  they  could  not  well  extin- 
^uifli. 

Venice,  fituated  toward  the  caft,  is  a  more 
confiderable  city  than  Genoa.  This  fuperb 
place,  ftanding  on  feventy-twd  iflands,  and 
fontainin^  two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants, 
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is  governed  by  a  council,  at  the  head  of  which 
is  a  doge",  fubjefted  to  the  ridiculous  ceremcmy 
of  being  anniuliy  niarried  to  the  Adriatic  feal 
The  republic  loft  the  illand  of  Candia  in  the 
fevciitcenth  century,  and  the  Morea  in  the 
eighteenth,  when  allied  to  the  Auftrians,  at  the 
time  that  the  great  Eugene  conquered  Belgrade 
and  Temefwar.  Venice  pofleffes  fliips  (in  1 740), 
but  not  fuiEciently  numerous  to  form  a  fleet.  She 
maintains  fifteen  thoufand  land  forces ;  the  ge« 
neral  of  which  is  the  fame  Schulenbourg  who, 
in  the  Polifti  war,  efcaped  by  his  dexterity 
£rom  Charles  XIL  at  the  batde  of  Frauftadt, 
and  made  the  famous  retreat  into  Silefia  at  the 
paflage  of  the  Bartfch* 

The  Venetians  and  Genoefe,  previous  to  the 
difcovery  of  the  compafs,  fupplied  Germany 
with  all  the  merchandize  which  luxury  coUefts 
from  the  evremities  of  Alia,  The  Englilh  and 
Putch,  having  at  prefent  deprived  them  of  thi? 
trade,  have  robbed  tlieoi  of  their  former  ad* 
vantages. 

The  war  of  1733  had  removed  don  Carlos 
from  Tufcany  to  the  throne  of  Naples.  This 
kingdom  had  been  wrefted  from  Louis  XII.  by 
Gonfalvez  de  Cordova,  furnamed  the  great  cap- 
,tain,  for  Ferdinand  the  catholic.  The  death  of 
Charles  II.  king  of  Spain  occafioned  it  to  paft 
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into  the  power  of  Auftria  during  the  war  of  the 
fucceffion ;  and  the  vidory  of  the  batde  of 
Bitonto,  in  the  war  of  1733,  againreftored.it 
to  Spain  and  don  Carlos.  This  prince^  too 
young  to  govern,  was  guided  by  the  count  St. 
Eftevau,  who  did  but  execute  the  orders  of 
the  queen  of  Spain.  The  kingdom  qf  Naples, 
including  Sicily,  yields  but  four  millions  to  its 
fovereign,  who  only  maintains  twelve  thouftnd 
men. 

In  this  abftrad  we  (hall  make  no  mention  of 

the  duke  of  Modena,  the  republic  of  Lucca, 
nor  that  of  Ragufa ;  they  are  miniatures  mif^ 
placed  in  a  grand  gallery  of  paintings. 

The  holy  feat  had  lately  become  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Clement  XII.  of  the  houfe  of 
CorfinL  The  conclave  remained  fitting  twelvt 
months.  The  Holy  Ghoft  was  held  in  fufpence 
till  the  faftions  of  the  powers  of  Europe  could 
agree.  Tired  with  thefe  delays,  cardinal  Lam« 
bertini,  addrefling  the  other  cardinals,  faid,  ^  I 
^*  advife  you  to  come  to  a  decifion ;  if  yt>u 
**  wifli  for  a  bigot,  choofe  Aldobrandi ;  if  you 
**  prefer  a  man  of  learning,  eleft  Cofcia;  if  you 
**  like  a  buffoon,  here  I  am.''  The  choice  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  fell  on  this  merry  cardinal. 
I^mbertini  was  eleded  pope,  and  aflumed  the 
name  of  Benedid  XIV.    Rome  and  her  biOiops 
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no  longer  governed  thj^  world  as  formerly,  when 
he  acquired  the  pontificate;  the  emperors  no 
longer  were  the  footftools  of  the  pope ;  nor  did 
they  travel  to  Rome  to  d^ade,  themfelvca 
like  Frederic  Barbarpfla.  Charles.  Vl  had 
taught  them  to  feel  his  power :  nor  were  they 
treated  with  greater  mildnefs  by  the  emperor 
Jofephj  when  he  feized  on  ComachiQ*  In  the 
.year  1 740  the  pope  was  only  the  firfl;  Chriftian 
bifhop :  he  was  fuffered  to  be  at  the  he^d  of 
the  department  of  the  faith,  but  he  no  logger 
had  any  influence  in  politics.  The. revival  of 
letters  and  the  reformation  had  given  fuperlli- 
tion  a  mortal  blow.  Some  faints  occafionally 
were  canonized,  that  the  ceremony  might  not 
be  forgotten;  but  the  pope  who  would  have 
preached  a  crufade  in  the  eighteepth  century 
would  not  have  had  twenty  ragged  followers. 
Jle  was  reduced  to  the  humiliating  office  of 
cxercifing  his  facerdotal  functions,  and  haftily 
making  the  fortunes  of  his  relations  and  baf- 
tards.  The  only  fervjce  the  pope  could  render 
die  emperor  when,  in  the  year  1737,.  he  was  at 
war  with  the  Turks  was,  to  authorize  by  his 
briefs  a  levy  of  the  tenths  on  the  p(^effions  of 
tbc  ecclefiaflics,  and  to  fend  miflionaries  to 
crcdt  crolTes  in  all  the  towns  dependant  on  him ; 
round  which  the  people  qrowded  to  ejaculate 

their 
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their  holy  imprecations  on  the  Turks.  To  thcfe 
the  Ottoman  empire  feemcd  to  be  infenfible ; 
though  beaten  by  the  Ruffians,  they  were  every 
where  viftorious  over  the  Auftrians. 

The  famous  adventurer,  Bonneval,  was  then 
m  Conftantinople :  he  had  left  the  fervice  of 
France  for  that  of  the  emperor ;  which,  from 
levity  of  temper,  he  had  forfaken  to  turn  Turk. 
He  was  not  deflitute  of  talents.  He  propofed 
to  the  grand  vizir  the  forming  of  the  artillery 
according  to  the  European  mode,  to  difcipline 
the  janiflaries,  and  to  introduce  order  into  that 
innumerable  multitude  of  troops  who  fight  only 
in  confufion.  This  plan  might  have  become 
dangerous  to  the  neighbours  of  the  Ottomans ; 
but  it  was  rejeded,  as  contrary  to  the  Alcoran, 
in  which  Mahomet  efpecially  recommends  no  in* 
fringement  (hould  ever  be  made  on  ancient  ufage« 
The  Turks  are  naturally  endowed  with  under* 
ftanding;  it  is  ignorance  that.<^has  rendered 
them  ftupid :  they  are  brave,  but  artlefs ;  they 
(do  not  underftand  internal  government,  and 
external  politics  ftill  lefs.  The  dodrine  of 
&t^ty,  in  which  they  have  great  &itfa^  caufes 
them  to  impute  all  their  misfortunes  to  God, 
and  is  the  reMbn  why  they  never  corred  their 
frrors.  The  city  of  Conftantinople  ccmtains 
(WO  njllipns  of  ixihabitants.  The  puifiance  of 
\  the 
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the  empire  confifts  in  its  vafE  extent :  it  could 
not,  however,  longer  fubfift  were  it  not  fup- 
ported  by  the  jealoufies  of  the  European  princes. 
The  Padifchah,  Mahomet  V.  was  theft  fultan. 
A  revolution  had  drawn  him  from  the  prifons 
of  the  feraglio,  and  feated  him  on  the  throne. 
He  had  been  rendered  by  natur6  as  impotent 
as  his  eunuchs ;  and  his  was  the  moft  unfortu- 
nate of  reigns  for  the  beauties  of  the  feraglio. 
The  moft  formidable  neighbour  of  the  Turks 
was  Nadir  Schach,  known  by  the  name  of 
Thamas  Kouli  Khan.  It  was  he  who  enllaved 
Perfia  and  fubjefted  the  mogul.  He  often 
gave  employment  to  the  Porte,  and  was  a 
counterpoize  '  to  power  that  would  otherwift 
have  undertaken  warlike  enterprifes  againft  the 
Ghriftian  flates.  *  . 
.  Such  is  the  fketch  of  what  the  forces  and 
imercfts  of  the  courts  of  Europe  were  toward 
the  year  1 740.  It  was  an  outline  netcflory  to 
make  the  ftiUowihg  memoirs  better  underftood. 
We  have  only  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  human  mind  in  philofophy, 
fcieace,  the  fine  aKs,  the  art  of  war,  and  ^hat 
immediately  relates  to  certain  eftabliihcd  cuf** 
tonis.  The  progrefs  of  philofophy,  poKtical 
ceconomy,  the  art  of  war  itfclfj  and  manners, 
undoubtedly  afford  more  intcreftlng  mattet  of 
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reflcftion  than  the  recolleftion  of  thrones  on 
which  imbecillity  is  feated,  clothed  m  pur- 
ple, knavery  adorned  witli  the  tiara,  and  thofc 
fubaltern  kings  called  minifters ;  few  of  whom 
merit  a  place  in  the  annals  of  pofterity.  Who- 
ever induftrioufly  (hall  read  hiftory  will  per- 
ceive that  the  fame  fcene^  are  continually  rc- 
ptoduced,  and  that  they  have  only  to  change 
the  names  of  the  aftors.  But  to  trace  the 
difcovery  of  truths  till  then  unknown,  to  pene- 
trate into  the  caufes  which  have  effefted  a 
change  in  manners,  and  have  diflipated  the 
darknefs  of  that  barbarifm  which  clouded  the 
light  of  the  underftanding,  are  certainly  fubjcfts 
worthy  of  all  thinking  beings. 

Let  us  begin  with  experimental  philofophy, 
which  a  hundred  years  ago  fcarcely  was  known. 
Defcartes  publiftied  his  Principia  in  the  year 
1644,  Newton  followed,  and  explained  the 
laws  of  motion  and  gravity  *, '  and  difplayed 
the  mechanifm  of  the  univerTe  with  aflonilhing 
precifion.  Long  after  his  time  philofopbers  -)• 
viiited  the  places,  and  verified,  as  well  in  Lap- 
land as  imder  the  equator,  thofe  truths  which 
this  great  man  had  divined  without  leaving  his 
chamber.    We  have  now  learned  with  certitude 

♦  In  i687, 

that 
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that  the  earth  is  flattened  toward  its  poles. 
Newton  did  more.    Aided  by  his  priftns  *,  he 
decompofed  the  rays  of  light,  and  manifdled  its 
primitive  colovirs.    Toriceili  weighed  the  air  -f, 
and  found  the  proportion  of  weight  between  a 
,  column  of  th^  atmoQ>here  and  a  column  of 
.mercury.     To  him  we  arc  indebted  for  th^ 
barpm^tpr.      The  air-pump  was  invented  at 
M^gclcbourg  by  Otto  Gueric  J.    He  perceived 
from  the  ftidtion  pf  amber  a  new  property  ia 
nature,  th^t  of  eleftricity,    Dufaie  §  made  ex- 
periments, in  confequence  of  this  difcovery^ 
\rhich  demonftrate  that  the  fecrets  of  nature  are 
inexhauftible.     It  feems  exceedingly  probabl? 
chat  only  by  the  multiplication  of  electrical 
experiments  can  any  kno>yledgc  be  coUedted 
from  that  fcicnce  which  fliall  b^  ufeful  tp  fp- 
ciety.     EUert  f ,  by  mixing  two  liauors  tranf* 
jiarently  white,  produced  a  water  of  a  deep 
blue  colour.    He  farther  made  experiments  on 
the  transformation  of  metals,  and  the  folid  and 
nitrous  particles  of  waters.    Lieberkuhn  ||,  by 
the  aid  of  injeftipns,  rendered  the  ramifications 
of  the  fineft  fibres  apd  veins  palpable;   th^ 
infinuating  threads  of  which  ferve  as  canals 
for  the  circulation  of  the  blood.    This  is  the 
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geog^pfay  of  organized  bodies*  Boerhaave  *, 
after  Ruyfh,  difcovered  the  volatile  liquor 
which  circulates  in  the  nerves  and  evaporates 
after  death.  The  cxiftence  of  this  had  never 
been  fufpefted.  This  liqtHor,  doubtlefs^  is  fent 
at  the  will  of  man  to  a6t  upon  his  mufcles  and 
members  with  •  a  fwiftnefs  equal  to  that  of  * 
thought.  Hartlocker  ^  found  animalcula  in  the 
human  femen,  which  may  perhaps  ferve  as  the 
feeds  of  propagation.  Louwenhoeck  and  Trem- 
bley  J  difcovered,  by  their  experiments  on  the 
polypus,  that  this  fingular  animal  multiplies  by 
being  divided.  Curiofity  has  incited  men  to  an 
immenfity  of  refearch :  their  efforts  to  difcover 
the  firft  principles  of  nature  have  been  :vonder- 
ftil,  but  vain.  They  are  iituated  between  two 
infinites ;  and  it  appears  to  be  demonftrated  that 
the  Author  of  all  things  has  referved  this  fecrec 
to  himfelf. 

The  advance  of  philofophy  bore  the  torch 
of  truth  into  the  darknefs  of  metaphyfics.  A 
fage  arofe  in  England,  who,  (baking  off  all  pre-  . 
judices,  took  experience  for  his  guide.  Locke 
tore  the  bandage  fi-om  error,  which  had  in  part 
been  loofened  by  his  preturfor  the  fceptical 
Bayle.    Other  fages  alfo  have  appeared ;  fuch 

*  la  1707.       f  In  1678*       X  Ia.1703  ^p' 1740. 
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a$  Fontcndle  and  Voltaire,  in  France ;  the  cele- 
brated Thomafius  in  Germany*;  Hobbes,  Colling 
Shaftefbury,  andBolingbroke,  in  England.  Thefc 
great  nien  and  their  difciples  have  given  reli- 
^on  a  mortal  blow.  Men  began  to  examine 
what  they  before  had  ftupidly  adored ;  reafon 
overthrew  fuperftition ;  difguft  was  conceived  for 
fables,  which  before  had  been  credited ;  and  this 
blafphemies  to  which  men  had  pioufly  been  at- 
tached were  held  in  horror^  Deifm,  or  the 
fimplc  worihip  of  the  Supreme  Being,  obtained 
nuflierous  followers.  With  this  religion  of  rea- 
fon, toleration  was  eftablilhed,  and  enemies  no 
longer  were  created  by  a.  difference  of  opinion.^ 
Not  le£s  fatal  to  the  Judaic  vificms  adopted  by 
our  ^ceftors  was  Deifm,  in  the  prefent  times, 
than  the  dpflxine  of  Epicurus  formerly  was  to  the 
idolatrous  worihip  of  the  Pagans,  The  liberty 
of  thinking  which  England  enjoyed  had  highly 
contributed  to  the  progrefs  of  philofophy.  Not 
fo  the  French ;  the  works  of  their  philofophers 
labour  under  the  conftraints  with  which  they 
wpre  fhacklcd  by  theobgians.  An  EngliOi- 
man  thinks  aloiid ;  a  Frenchman  fcarcely  dares 
fuffer  his  opinions  to  be  fufpetfled. 

The  French  authors,  in  revenge,  recompenfc 
themfelves  for  the  want  of  freedom  in  their 

*  At  Halle. 
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works  of  philofophy^  by  txeadng  matters  of  tade 
and  what  relates  to  the  belles  lettres  with  fuperi* 
ority,  and  by  equalling  the  polifhed  graces  and 
levity  of  all  that  time  has  prefcrved  the  mod 
precious  in  thp  writings  of  antiquity.  A  dif- 
paflionate  man  would  prefer  the  Henriade  to  the 
Iliad.  Henry  IV.  is  no  Bibulous  hero.  Gabrielle 
d-Eftrecs  will  not  fuffer  befide  the  princefs 
Nauficaa*.  The  Iliad  paints  the  manners  of  the 
Canadians.  Voltaire  has  transformed  his  per- 
fpns  into  real  heroes ;  and  his  poem  would  bo 
perfeft,  had  he  poffeiC^d  the  art  of  interjsfting  us 
njore  for  Henry  IV.  by  exppfing  him  to  greater 
dangers.  Boileau  may  be  compared  with  Juvenal 
a(id  Horace*  Racine  furpafles  all  his  rivals  of 
antiquity.  ChauUeuj  incocreft  as  he  is^  furely^  is 
much  preferable  in  various  of  his  liale  pieces 
to  Anacreon.  Rou&au  excelled  in  fome  of  his. 
odes ;  and^  to  be  ec^table,  we  m\j&  allow  that» 
with  refpeft  to  method^  the  French  have  van* 
quiihed  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  The  eloquence 
of  Boflbet  approaches  that  of  Demofthenes. 
Hechi^  nviy  pafs  ibrthe  Cicero  of  France^  with* 
out  enumerating  Patru,  Cochin^  and  fo  many 
others  who  have  been  celebrated  pleaders.  The 
Plurality  of  Worlds  and  the  Perfiah  Letters  form 
a- (pedes  of  writing  unknown  to  antiquity,  and 
will  attain   the  lateft  pofterity.      Though  th« 

*  In  the  Odyfley,  not  the  Iliad.    T. 
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French  have  no  author  who  may  be  compared 
to  Thucydides,  they  poffefs  the  difcourfe  of 
Boffuet  on  Univerfal  Hiftory ;  and  the  works  of 
the  fage  prefident  De  Thou ;  the  Revolutions  of 
Rome  by  Vertot,  a  clailical  woric  j  the  Decay  of 
the  Roman  Empire^  by  Montefquieu ;  and  in 
fine  too  many  other  fragments,  either  of  hiftory, 
belles  lettres,  commerce,  or  wit,  to  be  here  enu- 
merated. 

It  may  perhaps  excite  furprife,  that,  while 
letters  flourifhed  in  France^  England  and  Italy, 
they  have  not  been  equally  refplendent  in  Ger- 
many. The  reafon  is,  that  they  have  a.  fecond 
time  been  brought  out  of  Greece,  after  having 
enjoyed,  toward  the  down&l  of  the  republic, 
and  under  the  firft  emperors,  all  the  refpeft 
they  merited.  The  land  was  prepared  to  re<> 
ceive  the  feed ;  and  the  protedion  of  the  Me** 
dicis,  cfpecially  that  erf  Leo  X.  greatly  contri- 
buted to  its  growth.  Literature  extended  itfelf 
with  £u:ility  in  England,  becaufe  that  the  form . 
of  government  authorifes  the  commons  to  ha-* 
rangue  in  parliament.  The  fpirit  of  party  ani« 
mated  them  to  ftudy,  in  order  that,  by  employ- 
ing all  the  aids  of  rhetoric,  and.dfpecially  of  lo* 
^c,  in  their  orations,  they  mi^t  gain  an  afcen- 
dency  over  the  party  they  oppofe.  Hence  does 
ilL  happen  that  the  Englifh  pofiefs  moft  of  the 
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di^kal  suthoM  ;  and  tiuit  liiey  ax^e  ct^nverfant 
in  the  <jfedc  Aid  JLatin  languages^  ts  well  as  m 
acGieiit  hsAory.  T^  charafter  of  their  gloomy 
miodSf  their  ta^itumity^  an^'  obilinacy  of  pur« 
fiiit>  Jhavd  nutde  ibem  f«c!ce&ful  in  the  fublimfir 
farts  of  the  madionaacs* 

In  thd  time  of  l*xancis  I.  ^e  prendi  had  at* 
traded  fome  learned  jxten  to  their  <:purt^  and 
iktcCc,  it  may  be  affirtned^  fcattered  the  feeds  of 
knowledge  in  this  kingdom;  but  the. religious 
is^ars  which  flicceeded  ftifled  their  progrefs ;  .33 
a  froft  in  fpring  retards  tiie  jproduftions  of  the 
tarth.  This  crifis  cpntinuisd  to  the  end  of  the 
areign  of  Louis  Xlll.  after  which  cardinal  de 
JRichiieUj  cardinal  Ma^^rine,  and  X^uis  XIV. 
tnore  efpedally^  gave  jbl  mQft  powerful  protec* 
iion  to  the  arts  and  fciences.  The  French  were 
envious  of  die  Spaniards  and  I^iai^^  who  had 
tseen  their  predeceffi>rs  in  literpjCure;  ftnd  i»^ 
tme,  among  'them>  was  prod^^ive  ^  thpfe  men 
pfhap^y  genius  who  foonfurpaifedth^lr  5:ompei» 
tttors.--*The  French  authors  have  pAtticukrljr 
diflinguiihfid  themielves  t^y  method  and.cefin^ 

It  was  the  civil  wars  that  broke  ovit  bqtw^n 

the  reign  of  Charles   V.  and  the   des^^  ^f 

Charles  II.  of  Spain^  which  ict^rded  the  pix>* 

grefs  of  the  arts  in  Germany,  The  people  .woe 
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mirentble^   and  the  princes  ixK>r;   neceflatitf 
were  firft  to  be  procured  by  the  return  of  agrif 
culture ;    manu&ftures  were  to  be  eflablUhed 
in  proportion  as  materiald  could  be  obtained  } 
and  thefe,  aknofl  general  cares^  prevented  the 
nation  from  (haking  off  that  ruft  g(  barbarifol 
with  which  k  is  ftill  encumbered.    To  this  wc 
may  addj  that  the  arts  in  Germany  wanted  that 
central  force  which  is  found  in  Rome^  Florence^ 
Paris,  and  London.   True  it  is  their  univcrfiries 
maintained  learned  profeflbrs,  but  pedandc  and 
dogmatical.    Their  ruftic  ftate  deprived  them  of 
pupils.  Two  men  only  have  diftinguifhed  them^ 
felves  by  their  genius,  and  dene  bbnfour  to  the 
Darion — The  one  was  the  great  Leibnitz  ;  the 
other  the  learned  Thotnafius  :  I  make  no  men- 
tion of  Wolff,  who  did  but  ruminate,  and  give 
a  new  drefs  to  that  fyftem  which  Leibnitz  had 
developed  >Yith  fo  much  ardour.    The  learned 
of  Germany  were  mod  of  them   apprentices ; 
the  French  were  matters.     This  was  the  reafoii 
that  French  works  fpread  fo  univerfally,  that 
their  language  replaced  that  of  the  Romans,  and 
that  at  prefent  whoever  underftands  French  may 
travel  through  Europe  without  the  aid  of  aii  inter- 
preter.    The  cuftom  of  (peaking  that  language 
was  aHb  injurious  to  the  German  tongue,  which, 
being  only  fpoken  by  the  lower  orders,  could 

not 
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not  acquire  that  polilhed  harmony  which  a  lan« 
guage  gains  in  gfood  company* 

The  principal  defeft  of  the  German  is  its  ver- 
bofity ;  it  muft  be  compreffedi  and  by  foftening 
fome  words,  the  pronunciation  of  which  is  dif- 
agreeable,  it  may  be  rendered  fonorous.  The 
nobility  ftudied  only  the  civil  law,  and,  wanting 
tafte  for  the  belles  lettre$,  they  imbibed  at 
the  univerfities  a  difguft  for  pedantry  and  its 
inftitutorsk  From  the  candidates,  or  theologians^ 
fons  of  (hoe-makers,  or  taylors,  muft  the  Men- 
tor for  every  fuch  Telemachus  be  fele&ed ;  the 
education  which  tutors  like  thefe  were  capable  of 
beftowing  may  well  be  imagined.  The  Ger-^ 
mans  had  theatrical  exhibitions ;  but  they  were 
grofs,  and  even  indecent.  Filthy  buffoons  re« 
prefented  pieces,  deftitute  of  genius,  which  put 
modefty  to  the  bluih.  Our  barrennefs  obliged 
us  to  have  recourfe  to  the  abundance  of  the 
French  i  and,  in  moft  German  courts,  French 
comedians  were  found,  who  reprefented  the  beft 
dramas  of  Moliere  and  Racine. 

But  what  can  more  merit  the  attention  g(  the 
philofopher  than  the  vile  degradation  into 
which  that  nation  of  kings,  that  miftrefs  of  the 
uniyerfe,  in  a  word,  into  which  the  Roman 
people  have  fallen !  Inftead  of  coufuls  leading 
kings  into  captivity,  as  in  the  days  of  the  re-« 
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pubKc,  vrt  behold  tte  rdcceflbrt  df  Catb  ind 
Emilius  robbed  of  thdr  ViriKty,  that  they  ihay 
afpire  to  the  honoiir  of  fingirig  on  the  theatres 
of  prindes,  who,  in  the  time  of  ScipiOy  ^didd 
iikve1)e<jn  held  in  as  ttiuch  contempt  as  are  st 
'prefent  the  Iroquois— O  fintpira  I  O  mores!  Sixty 
yekrs  ago  ojJeras,  tr^edies  and  comedies  were 
unknowhi  in  Germany*.  In  1740  the  ad* 
Vanccftierit  of  indiritry  and  commerce  had  ren* 
defed  Germany  a  participator  of  the  treafores 
which  the  tildies  arirtlially  (howered  on  Europe. 
Thefe  fources  of  opulence  had  brought  with 
them  eafe,  pleafure,  and,  perhaps,  thofe  difor* 
derly  manners  which  have  followed.  Popular 
lion,  equipages,  furniture,  liveries,  coaches, 
and  fumptuous  tables,  all  received  increafe. 
Whatever  of  good  architecture  is  to  be  found 
in  the  north  tak^  its  date  about  the  fame 
period.  The  palace  and  arfenal  of  Berlin, 
the  chancellery  of  the  empire,  the  church  of 
St.  John  BdiTdmeus  at  Vientaa,  the  palace  of 
Nymphenbourg  ih  Bavaria,  the  bridge  and 
CKinefe  palace  in  Drefden,  the  palace  of  the 
eieftor  at  Manheim,  and' of  the  duke  of  Wur- 
temberg  at  Louifburg,  are  all  of  them,  though 


*  The  royal  author  Aippofb  himfelf  wntSng  in  the 
year  l740#    T. 
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uneqiial  to  the  edifices  of  Athens  and  of  Romej 
fuperior  to  the  Gothic  archite&ure  of  our  an- 
ceftors.  In  ibroAer  ages  the  courts  of  Ger- 
many appeared  to  be  temples  where  the  bac- 
chanalian rices  were  celebrated.  This  debauch- 
pry,  unworthy  as  it  is  of  good  (bciety,  is  at  pre- 
fent  baniflxed  into  Poland^  or  \t  is  Income  the 
amufement  of  the  populace;  at  leaft  is  only 
found  in  fotne  ecdefiaftical  courts,  where  priefls 
•onfole  them&lves  with  wine  for  die  abfence  of 
a  more  amiable  paflion,  which  their  vows  oblige 
them  to  renounce.  There  was  no  court  of  Ger« 
many,  formerly,  that  did  not  abound  in  bnf^* 
foons,  the  groflhefs  of  whofe  witdcifms  was 
food  for  the  ignorance  of  the  gueft^^  and  who^ 
themfelves  incapable  of  wifdom,  were  contented 
to  liften  to  the  folly  of  others.  This  cuftom^ 
which  is  an  eternal  difgrace  to  good  fenfe,  has 
been  abolifhed,  and  was  only  preierved  in 
the  court  of  Auguftus  II.  king  of  Poland 
and  eleftor  ci  Saxony  *.  Ceremony,  in 
whidb  the  imbecillity  of  our  anceftprs  feem(4 
to  make  all  the  foience  of  foyereigns  to  co^ifift, 
appeared  to  undergo  a  iimiUr  £ite.    Etiqueue 

*  The  royal  tuthor  furely  forgets  that,  at  the  death  of 
linh^^r^  in  Z740,  the  academieiam  of  Berlm  were  the 
^^rt  l^uffoo^i,    X 
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daily  fufiered  infringement^  and  diere  are  courfei 
in  which  it  is  intirely  abolifhed.  The  court  of 
the  emperor  Charles  VI.  was,  however,  an  ex? 
ception  i  he  was  too  zealous  a  fedary  of  the 
formalities  of  the  etiquette  of  Burgundy  to 
fufTer  them  to  be  violated.  In  his  laft  ficknefs, 
even  a  few  moments  before  his  death,  he  gave 
orders  for  mafles  to  be  faid ;  appointed  the  hour 
of  the  celebration  of  his  funeral  pomp ;  and 
named  the  perfons  who  were  to  carry  his  heart 
in  a  golden  box  to  I  know  not  what  convent** 
His  courtiers  admired  his  grandeur  and  digni« 
tjk ;  fages  blamed  hi3  pride>  wl^ch  fepmed  to  b^ 
his  furvivor* 

Let  us  particularly  remark,  that,  in  confe? 
quence  of  the  money  fpread  through  Germ^y, 
the  amount  of  which  certainly  was  triple  to  the 
circulation  of  former  times,  Juxury  not  only 
was  doubled,  but  thp  nuqiber  of  troops  whick 
prmces  maintained  had  augmented  in  propor* 
tion.  Th?  emperor  Ferdinand  I.  ^ppt  an  army 
of  fcarcely  thirty  thoufand  men :  Charles  ¥!•• 
in  the  war  of  1733,  P^^d  ^^^  hundred  and 
feyeiity  thoufand,  without  oppreffing  his  people : 
Louis  XIII.  kept  fixty  thoufand  ;  Louis  XIV* 

*  The  fatbcr  of  Frederic  did  much  the  fame ;  an4 
^harlcs  VI.  and  Frederic  William  botji  died  in  1 740.    T. 
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two  hundred  and  twenty  thouTand^  and  even  as 
many  as  three  hundred  and  iixty  thouTand^  dur* 
ing  the  war  of  the  fucceffion.  From  this  epoch,a^ 
cv^ry,  -even  the  moft  petty,  prince  of  Germany 
liad  augmented  his  military  force :  this  was  the 
cffed  of  imitation.  In  the  war  of  1613,  Louis 
JCIV.  raifed  as  many  men  as  he  could,  that  he 
might  have  a  decided  fuperiority  over  his  ene* 
mies — ^he  difbanded  none  after  the  peace.  This 
obliged  the  emperor,  and  princes  of  Germany, 
to  keep  as  numerous  forces  on  foot  ajs  they  had 
the  power  of  paying.  This  cuftom,  once  efla- 
blilhed,  was  afterward  perpetuated.  Wars  be- 
came more  ezpeniive.  The  fupplies  necefiary 
for  magazines,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  nu* 
merous  cavalry,  and  aflembUng  them  in  their 
cantonments  before  the  opening  of  the  cam* 
pQugn>  and  feafon  of  forage,  were  immenfe* 
The  infimtry  continually  kept  up  underwent 
an  aknoft  total  change,  in  confequence  of 
Hie  adivity  of  tadicians  to  bring  it  to  per- 
feftiori.  Before  the  war  of  the  fpcceffion  one 
half  of  the  battalions  carried  pikes,  and  the  other 
mulkets,  and  they  fought  armed  fix  deep.  The 
pike9  were  ufed  againft  the  cavaky ;  their  muikets 
kept  up  a  weak  fire,  and  their  matches  often 
made  them  flaih  in  the  pan.  Thefe  inconveni^ 
f  nces  occafioned  a  change  of  arms ;  pike^  juid 
B\jfte;§  jvere  throivn  afide,  and  w§rc  replaced  by 
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lufils  and  bay<)necs/  which  unite  ail  that  fire  and 
fword  poffefs  the  moft  terrii:^.  As  they  con* 
ilituted  the  ftreiigth  ci  battalions  in  the  fire 
they  kept  up^  they,  flep  by  Qcp,  dimihiflied 
their  depth,  and  gave  them  a  more  extenfivt 
front.  The  prince  of  Anhalt^  who  may  be 
called  a  military  mechanic,  introduced  iron 
ramrods^  and  placed  the  ranks  three  deep^ 
I'he  late  king,  by  his  infinite  affiduity,  intro* 
*dticed  a  wonderful  order  and  difdpline  among 
his  troops,  and  a  precifion  before  unknown  in 
Europe  in  their  motions  and  manoeuvres* 
The  Prufiian  battalion  became  a  walking  bat* 
tery ;  the  quicknefs  of  the  charging  of  which 
tripled  the  fire,  and  madic  a  Pruifian  equivalent 
to  dure  adverfaries.  Other  nations  afterward 
imitated  the  Pruffians,  but  imperfedly.  Charles 
XII.  had  introduced  the  cuflom  of  adding  two 
<:aBnon  to  each  battalion;  and  cannon  were 
founded  at  Berlin,  three,  fix,  twdve,  and  twen- 
ty-fow  pounders,  foffidently  light  to  be  worked 
by  llrength  of  arm,  and  to  advance  in  battle  with 
the  battalions  to  which  they  appertained.  So 
many  new  inventions  transformed  an  army  into 
a  moving  forti^fs,  fhe  accefs  to  which  was  for- 
midable and  n^urderous.  The  French,  in  the 
year  1672,  invented  tranfportable  copper  pon* 
toons.  Thit  eafy  cuflom  of  conAmding  bridges 
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Kndered  rivers  but  ufelefs  barriers*  To  thf 
Freiich  alfb  is  due  the  art  of  attack  and  defi»KXf 
of  fortrefies-— Vauban  efpecially  approached  per^ 
|r£Uon  in  die  arf  of  fortilkatiom  He  madetbft 
works  m^fiXf  a^d  covered  them  (b  1^  the  gla* 
^is  that^  in  order  to  ereft  batteries  in  breach, 
i£  they  are  not  at  prefent  placed  on  the  chSl  of 
thecoveifed  way,  the  baUs  cannot  touch  tht 
line  of  maibory  which  they  are  fent  to  ruiiu 
^ince  Vauban  they  have  conftru^ed  covered 
ways  doubly  done  faced,  and  perhaps  have  too 
much  multiplied  the  fedions. 

The  art  of  miniiig  ha^  in  particular^  nadc 
the  greatest  progrefs*  The  branches  of  the 
covered  way  are  extended  to  thirty  fiuiioms 
from  the  glacis.  Well  nuned  £>rts  have  m^yor 
and  commanding  galleries ;  their  branches  rife 
to  three  ftiHles.  The  nodner  can  blow  up  the 
iame  point  of  defence  as  often  as  feven  times. 
Globes  of  compreffion  have  been  invented  for 
attack,  which,  when  they  are  wdl  applied, 
ruin  all  die  mines  of  the  place  at  Ae  diilance  d 
twenty-five  paca  fit>m  die  foctis.  The  true 
ftrength  of  places  at  prefent  confifts  in  their 
mines,  and  by  the  ufe  of  thefe  governors  may 
prok>ng  the  duradon  of  lieges.  Fortrefies  can 
no  longer  be  taken  but  by  die  aid  of  a  nu« 
meroitt   artittery«     Tiree   cannon   are    fup^^ 

pofcd 


74  PO.STRCMOUS  WORKS, 

pofed  neceffary  for  each  battery  to  difmoiQit 
one  on  the  works.  To  thcfe  are  added  ricochet 
batteries^  which  fweep  the  lines  of  prolongation  ; 
imd  a  ftrong  place  is  feldom  ventured  to  b^ 
befieged  with  lefs  than  fixty  mortars  to  ruin  its 
If  orks  of  defence.  Demi-faps,  common-faps^ 
tuming-faps^  places  of  arms  and  cavaliers,  with 
embrafures,  are  fo  many  new  inventions  which 
are  made  ufe  of  far  attack ;  and  which  fpare 
men,  and  accelerate  the  reduction  of  fortreflfes* 

This  age  has  feen  the  revival  of  light-armed 
troops ;  the  Auftrian  pandours,  the  French  le- 
gions, the  Prui&an  free  battalions,  and  the 
huflars,  enginally  of  Hungary,  but  imitated  in 
all  other  armies,  have  replaced  the  Numidiin 
and  Parthian  cavalry,  fo  &mous  in  the  Ro« 
man  wars.  Any  uniform  was  unknowQ  to  the 
ancient  military ;  and  it  is  not  a  century  fince 
this  pradice  was  generally  adopted.  The  ma- 
rine has  alfo  made  great  progrefs  as  well  in  (h« 
conftruftion  of  Oiips  as  in  rendering  the  calcu-» 
lation  of  pilots  more  exaft.  But  this  fubje6i; 
being  vaft,  I  quit  it,  fearing  to  cn^^  in  tOQ 
long  a  digrclSon, 

From  what  wc  have  ftated,  concerning  the 
progrefs  of  the  arts  in  Europe,  it  reful;s  that 
great  advances  had  been  made  in  the  north 
fipce  the  war  of  thirty  vear§,    Fraiicc  then  cn-» 
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joyed  the  advantage  of  every  thing  that  apper-* 
tains  to  the  belles  lettres  and  tafte ;  England  of 
mathematics  and  metaphyfics ;  the  Germans  of 
chymiflry,  lexperimental  philofophy,  and  eru- 
dition: while  die  Italians  began  to  decline; 
and  Poland,  Ruffia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark, 
were  an  age  bdiind  the  other  more  polithed 
nations*  The  fubjedfc  which  moft  merits  our 
attention  is  the  change  which  has  been  feen  in 
the  power  of  kin^oms  fince  the  year  i6^0f 
Sopip  we  have  contemplated  in  their  growth, 
others  may  be  (aid  to  have  remained  ftationary, 
and  a  third  kind  filing  to  decline  and  me«- 
naced  with  ruin.  The  fire  of  Sweden  burft 
forth  imder  Guflavus  Addphu^.  Sh^,  con« 
jomtly  with  France,  diftated  the  peace  of  Weft* 
phalia.  Under  Charles  XII.  ihe  vanquished 
;he  Danes,  Ruffians,  and,  fpr  a  time,  difpofed 
of  the  throne  of  Poland.  She  feems  then  to 
liave  colled^  all  her  power?  to  appear  like  a 
comet,  which  cafts  an  excefs  of  light,  and  is 
afterward  loft  in  the  immenCty  of  fpace.  She 
has  been  difmembered  by  her  enemies,  who 
have  wrefted  from  her  Eftonia,  Livonia,  the 
principalities  of  Bremen  and  Verden,  and  a 
great  part  of  Pomerania. 

The  fall  of  Sweden  gave  date  to  the  eleva-r 
tjop  of  I^pffia*     The  letter  power  feems  tq 


have  rifea  from  oblivioa  fiiddenlf  to  appfa^ 
with  grandeur,  and,  in  a  Ihort  time  aftecwajxl^ 
to  rank  widi  other  powers  the  moft  fbnziidablc» 
What  Homer  (ays  of  Jupiter  ^  may  he  applied 
to  Peter  I.  he  made  three  fleps  and  arrived  at 
^  end  of  the  earth :  and,  in  f^,  to  cnifli 
Sweden,  give  fucceffive  kiogi  to  P^and^  abafc 
ihe  Ottoman  pqrte>  and  fend  annies  to  cc^nbat 
the  French  on  their  owQ  frontiers,  n^yweUbe 
called  ftepfing  to  the  end  of  t;he  earth* 

The  houfe  of  Brandenbourg  too  has  been 
feen  to  leave  the  eledoral  bench*  and  (eat  itfelf 
00  a  throne  amojeg  kings.  It  made  no  figure 
whatever  in  the  war  of  thirty  years ;  the  peace 
of  Weftphalia  g^Te  k  provinces  which,  by 
good  adminiftration,  were  rendered  opulent|^ 
Peace  and  the  wifilom  of  the  government 
formed  a  growing  power,  almoft  unknown  in 
fUnrope,  becaufe  it  laboured  filently,  and  be^ 
caufe  its  progrefs  was  not  rapid,  but  ikt  work  of 
lipae :  the  world  was  aftonilhed  when  it  bq^aii 
to  difplay  itfelf. 

The  a^randizement  of  France,  due  alike  to 
its  arms  and  its  policy,  was  more  prompt  and 
mere  ca;i(iderable«  Louis  XV.  found  his  pof* 
feffions  fuperior  by  one  third  to  thofe  of  Louis 

*  Read  NiptuM.    T< 
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)GIH.  PfaAcilc  Comp^^  Atfada,  LofHaiiie^  and 
H  part  <tf  (Fkmdert,  arinexeti  to  that  empire,  im- 
pilfted*to'k  a  force  highly  fupcrior  to  tteu  erf 
paft  agft.  tVfe  mtift  not  forget  to  add,  thie 
fubjefidoh  of  Spain  to  one  branch  of  the  holifc 
of  Bourbon  5  which  delivering  France,  at  leaft 
for  a  kngth  of  time,  from  the  incurfions  which 
it  always  had  to  dread,  while  the  Auftrian  branch 
were  kings  of  Spain,  has  at  prefent  given  it  die 
ability  of  feniploying  its  whole  force i  againft  fuch 
of  its  neighbours  as  it  fhall  judge  neceflary  to 
combat. 

Neither  are  die  Englifh  forgotten :  Gibraltar 
and  Port  Mahon  are  important  acquifitions  for 
a  commercial  nation.  They  are  prodigioully 
enriched  by  every  fpecies  of  traffic.  Perhaps 
the  ekftoiBiSe  of  Hanover,  now  fubjeded  to 
Ihetn,  is  not  ufelefs,  confidering  the  influence  it 
gives  diem  in  the  affairs  of  Germany ;  concern-^ 
ing  which  they  formerly  gave  themfelves  no 
trouble,  k  is  generally  fuppofed  that  the  Eng- 
Jiih  nadon,  Aifcepdhle  of  corruption  as  it  is  at 
prefent,  is  ^become  lefs  free :  it  is  at  leaft  more 
tranquil. 

Nor  (hall  we  pafs  the  houTe  of  Savoy  in 
iilence ;  it  has  acquired  Sardinia  and  royalty  ^^ 
has  grafped  a  part  of  the  Milanefe ;  and  poli- 
ticians rQ;ard  it  as  a  canker  which  is  eating  into 
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Lombard/*  Spain  hdd  fixed  die  throne  oi^ 
don  Carlos  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  The 
houfe  of  Aviflria  did  not  enjoy  eqiial  advan* 
t^es ;  die  war  of  die  fucceffion  had  rendered 
the  emperor,  Charles  VL  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  monarchs  of  Eiirope.  The  envy  of 
his  neighbours  foon  fbripped  him  of  a  part  of 
his  acquifitidns,  and  placed  him  on  a  level  with 
his  predeceflbrs.  After  the  defcendants  of 
Charles  V.  became  extinft  in  Spain,  the  houfcr 
of  Aufbria  firft  loft  that  kingdom,  which  paifed 
into  the  family  of  Bourbon;  next  a  part  of 
Flanders ;  and  afterward  the  kingdom  of  Na- 
ples and  a  part  of  the  Milanefe.  Nothing 
therefore  remained  to  Charles  VL  of  the  fuc- 
ceffion of  Charles  II.  fome  towns  in  Flanders 
excepted,  and  a  part  of  the  Milanefe.  The 
Turks  alfo  took  Servia  from  him,  which  in  like 
manner  was  ceded  at  the  peace  of  Belgrade. 
The  only  thing  which  the  houfe  of  Aufb-ia  had 
gained  was  an  eftabliflied  prejudice,  in  iss  fa- 
vour, a  prejudice  fpread  through  the  empire, 
in  England,  Holland,  and  even  in  Denmark, 
that  the  liblerties  of  Europe  were  annexed  to  the 
deftiny  of  that  houfe. 

Portugal,  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Poland, 
ftill  were  what  they  had  been,  without  lofs  or 
iacreafe.    France  and  England  only  had  a  de- 
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cidcd  preponderance  over  other  powers ;  tht 
one  by  its  Handing  army  and  great  refources, 
the  other  by  its  fleets  and  the  wealth  its  com^ 
jnercc  had  acquired^  Thefe  rival  powers  wcr^ 
each  jealous  of  the  other's  aggrandisement : 
they  imagined  they  held  the  balance  of  £urope> 
and  fuppofed  themfelves  two  chiefs  of  parties, 
with  one  of  which  princes  and  kings  ought  to 
league.  Exclufive  of  the  ancient  hatred  which  ^ 
France  preferved  againft  England,  (he  was 
equally  inimical  to  the  houfe  of  Auflria,  in 
confequence  of  her  continual  wars  with  that 
houfe  from  the  time  of  the  death  of  Charles 
the  rafti  duke  of  Burgundy.  France  wilhed  to 
fubjed  Flanders  and  Brabant,  and  extend  the 
limits  of  her'  domains  as  far  as  the  very  borders 
of  the  Rhine.  A  projeft  like  this  could  not 
at  once  be  executed ;  it  muft  ^be  promoted  by 
opportunity  and  ripened  by  time.  The  French 
defired  vidory  that  they  might  make  coii- 
quefis  j  the  Englifh  wifhed  to  buy  princes  th.tt 
they  might  m^kc  flaves;  and  each  held  out  falfc 
pretences  to  the  world,  that  its  attention  might 
not  be  fixed  on  their  ambition.  '•^ 

Spain  and  Avrflria  were  nearly  equal.  Spain 
only  could  make  war  on  Portugal, '  or  on  the 
emperor  in  Italy.  The  emperor  could  carry 
war  on  every  fide  :  he  had  more  fubjefts  than 

Spain, 
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Spain^  ^nd>  by  the  aid  of  intngue^  might  add 
to  bis  forces  thofe  of  the  Germanic  body.  Sputt 
had  the  greateft  refoturce  in  her  wealth.  In 
this  Audria  had  little ;  and,  whatever  taoc  (he 
might  lay  upon  her  fiabjeds,  if  war  w^  pro^ 
traftedy  foreign  fubfidies  were  neceflary  to 
maintain  her  armies  in  the  field.  At  this  period 
(he  was  exhaufted  by  a  war  with  the  Tucks  j 
and  incumbered^  with  the  debts  which  this  war 
had  occaiioned  her  to  contraft. 

Holland,  though  opulent,  interfered  in  no 
foreign  quarrel;  at  leaft,  not  unlefs  necelfity 
oUiged  her  to  defend  her  fi'ontiers  againft 
France.  She  was  chiefly  employed  in  avoiding 
all  occaiion  of  eleding  a  new  ftadtholden 

Fruffia,  though  lefs  powerful  than  Spain  and 
Au(hia«  might  neverthelefs  appear  next  in 
jnxik.  The  revenues  of  Pruffia,  as  we  have 
(aid,  did  not  exceed  feven  millions ;  the  pro^ 
vincesy  poor,  and  indebted  by  the  misfortunes 
they  had  fiiffered  in  the  war  of  thirty  yeart, 
were  incapable  of  fumi(hing  their  fovereign 
with  refources;  he  muft  therefore  depehd  on 
what  he  could  fave.  This  the  late  king  had 
done;  and,  though  the  treafures  he  Tefi:  weri 
jiot  very  qonfiderable,  they  mighty  in  a  cafe  of 
xieceffity,  be  fuifficient  not  to  let  any  favourable 
opportunity  flip;  but  prudence  was  requiiite 
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In  the  condud  of  affairs^  that  wars  might  not 
be  tedioufly  continued,  and  that  projefts  might 
be  immediately  executed.  The  circumftance 
tnoft  to  be  complained  of  was  that  the  kingdom 
iad  no  regular  form.  It  confifted  bf  fmall 
provinces,  which  might  be  called  fcattered, 
extending  from  Courland  to  Brabant.  Tliis 
interfedbed  fituation  multiplied  the  neighbours 
of  the  ftate,  without  giving  it  confiftency,  and 
Was  the  caufe  that  it  had  many  more  enemies  to 
fear  than  if  it  had  been  more  compaft.  Pruffia 
therefore  only  could  aft  when  fupportdd  by 
France,  or  England.  The  road  to  France  wai 
open,  for  (he  had  her  own  glory  and  the  abafe- 
ment  of  the  houfe  of  Auflria  at  hearts  Subfidies 
only  could  be  obtained  froni  the  Ehglifli,  whd 
wilhed  to  employ  foreign  forces  for  theit  owili 
jprbptr  interefts.  v.y 

Ruflia  had  not  fufficieht  weight,  at  that  time, 
in  the  politics  of  Europe  to  give  a  balance  iii 
favour  of  the  party  (he  might  efpoufe.  The 
influence  of  this  new  empire  extended  oVejr  the 
Swedes  'and  Poles.  Refpeding  the  Turks, 
politics  had  eftabli(hed  it  as  an  axiom  that^ 
when  the  French  (hould  excite  them  either  againlfc 
Auftria  or  R\]{fia,  thcfe  two  powers  (hquld  recur 
lo  Thamas  Kouli  Khan ;  who,  by  nliaking  a 
iiverfion,  would  free  them  from  their  fears  on 
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the  part  of  the  Porte.  What  we  haye  repe^rtctf 
was  the  common  train  of  politics  f  exceptions^ 
there  no  doubt  occafionally  were,  but  we  here 
confider  only  the  ordinary  calculation  of  pro* 
babilities. 

The  fubjed  that  moft  interefted  Europe  was, 
at  this  time,  the  fucceffion  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  the  cmperoi^ 
Charles  VL  the  lail  mala  dcfcendant  of  the 
houfe  of  Habfpourg.  We  have  faid  that,  to 
prevent  the  difmembermoDt  of  this  monarchy, 
Charles  VI.  had  made  a  family  law^  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Pragmatic  i^dion,  to  afcertain 
the  heritage  to  his  daughter,  Maria  Therefa*^ 
This  Pragmatic  fanftion  had  been  gqarantied  by 
France,  England,  Holland,  Sardinia  Saxony, 
and  the  Roman  empire;  nay  by  the  late  king 
Frederic  William  alfo,  on  condition  t;hat  the 
court  of  Vienna  would  fecure  to  him  the  fuc- 
ceffion of  Juliers  and.  Berg.  The  empcrqc 
promifed  him  the  eventual  fucceffion,  and  did 
not  fulfil  his  engagements;  by  which  the  king 
of  Psiuffia,  his  fucceflbr,  was  freed  itom  this^ 
guarantee,"  to  which  his  father,  the  late  king^ 
Bad  pledged  himfel^  conditionally- 

.  The  fucceffion  of'  the  dutchies  of  Jujicrs  and' 
Berg,  whicl^  was  in  agitation  about  the  year 
^740,  was  at  that  time:  the  moft  intereHing 

olg^edt 
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Objeft  of  the  politics  of  the  houfe  of  Branden* 
bourg.    Frederic  William,  feeling  his  end  ap- 
J)roach,  had  contrafted  no  alliance;   that  he 
might  leave  his  fon  free  to  form  fuch  connefUons 
as  circumflances  and  occaiion  flfould  require* 
After  his^  death,  the  court  ci  Berlin  began  to   \ 
negotiate  at  Vienna,  Paris,  and  London ;  that 
ihe  might  perceive  which  of  thefe  powers  was 
the  moft  favourably  difpofed  to  forward  hef 
interefts.     They  appeared  eqtially  cold,  be* 
caufe  the  views  of  ftates  only  unite  when  reci- 
procal wants  form  alliances ;  and  Europe  trou- 
bled itfelf  little  whether  the  king  of  Pruffia,  or 
airy  other  prince,  obtained  the  dutchy  of  Berg* 
France  indeed  cofifented  that  the  king  might 
have  a  part  of  this  dutchy ;  but  this  was  little 
fetisfaftory  to  the  wifties  of  a  youdiful  and  am- 
bitious king,  who  would  have  all,  or  nothing. 
Let  us  accurately  remark   that  the  emperM 
Charles  .VL  did  not  content  himfelf  with  qb^ 
ferving  the  fimple  guarantee  of  the  dutchy  of* 
Berg,  but  that  he  had  promifed  it  to  the  king  of 
Poland^  elqftor  of  Saxony;  and  that,  during 
the  embafly^  prince  Lichtenftein  to  Pari*,  be 
gave  a  fimilaf  and  formal  promifb  in  £ivour  of 
the  prince  of  Sulzbach,  heir  to  die  elector 
Pahttine.    Muft  evepy  thing  be  fecrificed  to  tbe 
court  of  Vienna  ?  Was  it  neceflary  to  reft  con- 
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tent  with  a  flip  of  the  dutchy  of  Berg,  which 
France  promifed  Pruffia  Ihould  poffefs,  or.  muft 
recourfe  be  had  to  arms,  for  the  purpofe  of 
felf-juftice  ?  In  this  crifis,  the  king  refolved  to 
exert  all  his  refources,  timt  he  might  make 
himfelf  more  formidable ;  which  plan  he  imr 
mediately  put  into  execution.  By  the  aid  of 
ceconomy  he  raifed  fifteen  new  battalions*, 
and  tiius  waited  for  thofe  events  which  fortune 
Ihould  pleafe  to  fupply,  that  he  might  do  him- 
\j     felf  that  juftice  which  others  refufed. 


CHAP.        II. 

Ria/onsfor  making  Warm  the  Slyeen  of  Hungary 
after  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI. 
Winter  Campaign  in  Silefia. 

TH  E  acquifition  of  the  dutchy  of  Berg 
met  with  many  difBcuhies  in  carrying  it 
into  execution.  To  obtain  precife  ideas,  it  is 
neceffary  to  imagine  ourfelves  in  the  exad  ftatc 
in  which  the  king,  at  that  time,  found  himfelf. 
He  fcarcely  could  bring  fixty  thoufand  men 
into  the  field ;  his  only  relburce,  for  the  fup- 

*.  The  repmenti  of  Camat,  Munchow,  Dohna,  Henry, 
Perfody  BruniWick,  £ifcjiacb|  and  £infiedel^ 

port 
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port  of  any  cnterprife,  was  in  the  trcafurc  which 
the  late  king  had  Mr.     If  he  wKhed  to  under- 
take the  conqueft  of  the  dutchy  of  Berg^it  was 
neceflary  to  employ  all  his  forces ;  becaufe^  it 
was  ftrongly  to  be  pFefqm^d^  he  muft  ilruggl^: 
with  France,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  the 
city  of  DuffeldorfF.    The  fuperiority  of  France 
was  alone  fufiicient  to  make  him  defift»  had  hc: 
HOC  had  other  impediipents^  equally  conlid^rable 
aiid  repugnant  to  hjs  views.    Thefe  difficulties 
arofe  from  fimilar  claims,  to  thofe  of  (he  king, 
which  the  houfe  of  Saxony  m^de  to  Juliers  and, 
Berg;  and  from  the  jealoufy  with  which  the 
houfe  of  Hanover  beheld,  that  of  Branden- 
bourg.    If^  under  fuch  circumftances,  the  kmg 
had  led  his  whole  force  to  the  bank's  of  the 
Rhine,  he  might  well  exped  thatj  leaving  his 
hereditary  domains  void  of  troops,  he  would, 
expofe  them  to  be  invaded  by  the  Saxons  and^ 
the  Hanoverians ;  who  would  not  have  &iled 
to  have  made  a  diveriion  :  and  (hould  he  leave 
a  part  of  his  army  in  the  miu-che  of  Branden* 
bourg,  to  guard  his  ftates  againfl  the  ill  intenr 
tions  of  his  neighbours,   he  wo\ild  then  bo 
every  where  too  feeble.    France  had  guaraii- 
tied  the  Palatine  fucceflion  to  the  duke  of  Salzy 
bach ;  thereby  to  obtain  the  neutrality  of  the 
old  eledorj  during  the  war  (he  made  on  the 
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Rfaine.  .  It  wouM ,  ijot  have  been  this  guartintee 
which  would  tiavc  ftopped  the  king;  for 
guarantees  are  generally  only  words,  which  arc 
no  fooiier  given  thaij  broken :  but  it  was  thjc 
intcreft  of  France  to  h^v^e  feeble  neighbours  on 
the  bai^  of  the  Rhine^  and  not  ptiifBint 
princes,  capable  of  refiftance^  About  the  fame 
time  count  •  Seckendorff,  who  bad  been  con- 
fined in  the  prifons  of  Grset?,  obtained  his 
liberty,  on  condition  of  remitting,  into  the 
hands  of  the  emperor,  all  the  orders  by  which 
he  had  been  aurhorifcd  to  give  the  late  king  of 
Pruflia  the  mod  fblemn  afllirances  of  affifbince ; 
which  the  emperor  had  promifed  him,  in  fup* 
poft  of  his  rights  of  fuccelSon  to  the  dutchies 
of  Jidiers  ^>d  Berg. 

This  introduftion  (hews. how  little  fevourable 
circumftancet  were  to  the  houfc  of  Branden- 
bourgj  and  what  were  the  reafons  which  de- 
termined the  king  to  abide  by  the  provifional 
treaty,  rwhich  his  father  had  concluded  with 
:France.  But,  if  ^thefe  forcible  arguments  mode- 
rated that  ardour  after  fame  with  which  the 
kiijg  was  animated,  motives  not  lefs  powerful 
.impelled  him  to  give,  at  the  beginning  of  hi* 
^reign,  marks  of  vigour  and  fortitude,  whic]^ 
jfhould  render  his  nation  refpeftable  in  Europe. 
iGpQ4  citizens  fighed  to  fee  the  iittle  jrefpeft  in 

whic^ 


TH£  mSJORT   OP   MY   OWN    TIMES.         €7 

^^ich  othfer  powers  had  held  the  late  kingf 
piuticularly  dining  the  latter  part  of  bis  reign^ 
and  at  the  Jboatem|>t  thrown  on  the  Pruflian 
name^  by  the  world  in  general.  As  thefe  con- 
fiderations  had  a  great  influence  on  the  condudt 
of  the  kin^y  we  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  fay  a 
few  eicplanatory  words  on  that  fubjeft. 

The  fage  and  circumfpeft  conduS:  of  the 
late  king  had  been  imputed  to  his  weaknefs. 
In  die  yfear  1727,  there  were  fome  differences 
between  him  and  Hanover^  concerning  trifles^ 
which  ended  ia  recQnci&ation.  Shortly  after  he 
had  other  difputes^  equally  unimportant^  with 
the  Dutch;  and  which  were  in  like  manner 
accommodated.  From  thefe  two  examples,  of 
moderation^  his  nei^bours  and  thofe  who  en-* 
vied  him  concluded  he  mi^t  be  infulted  with 
impunity;  that^  inftead  c^  real,  his  was  but 
i^parent  ftrehgth;  that  his  officers  were  not 
men  of  underftanding,  but  fencing-maflers ; 
and  his  brave  foldiers  mo'cenaries,  who  had 
Mttle  afieftion  for  the  ftate;  and  that,  with 
rcfpeft  to  himfelf,  he  continually  threatened 
but  never  ftruck.  The  world,  fuperficial  and 
frivolous  in  its  judgment,  gave  credit  to  fuch 
opinions ;  and  thefe  prejudices  were  foon  fpread 
over  Europe.  The  feme  to  which  the  late  king 
afpircd,  a  fame  more  juft  than  that  of  con- 
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qqerors^  was  to  render  his  country  happy ;  to 
difcipline  his  army;  and  to  adminifter  hia 
finances  with  the  wifeft  order^  and  oeconomy* 
War  he  avoided,  that  he  might  not  be  difturbed 
in  the  purfuit  of  plans  fo  excellent.  By  thefe 
means,  he  travelled  filently  on  toward  grandeur, 
without  awakening  the  envy  of  monarchs.  In  the 
laft  years  of  his  life,  the  infirmities  of  his  body 
had  entirely  ruined  his  health ;  and  bis  ambi^ 
tion  never  would  have  confented  that  the  com- 
mand of  his  troops  fhould  have  been  confided 
to  any  other  than  himfelf*  Thefe*  various 
caufes,  unitedji  rendered  his  reign  happy  a^ 
pacific. 

Had  the  opinion  which  was  entertained  of 
the  king  been  only  a  fpeculative  error,  troth 
would  in  time  have  undeceived  the  public; 
but  princes  prefumed  fo  much  to  the  difad van- 
tage of  his  charadter,  that  his  allies  treated  him 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  his  enemies.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ruflia 
agreed  with  him  to  place  a  prince  of  Portugal 
on  the  throne  of  Poland.  This  projedt  was 
quickly  abandoned,  and  t;hey  declared  them- 
felves  in  favour  of  Auguftus  11.  eledlor  of 
Saxony,  without  deigning  to  fend  the  leaft  in- 
timation of  fuch  a  change  to  the  king.  The 
i^mperor  Charles  VL  had^  on  certain  condition?!, 
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obtained  a  fuccour  of  ten  thoufand  Pruflians;^ 
whom  in  1734  tbe  late  king  fent  to  the  bank^ 
of  the  Rhine,  againft  the  French.     The  em- 
peror believed  himfelf  placed  above  the  ner 
ceffity  of  fulfilling  fuch  paltry   engagements. 
George  11.  of  England  called  the  late  king»  his 
brother  the  corporal ;  and  faid  he  was  king  of 
the  high  roads,  and  arch*duftman  of  the  holy 
Roman  empire.    Every  aft  of  this  monardi 
ftamped  an  impreffion  of  the  mod  profound 
contempt-     The  Pruffian  officers,  who,  accord^- 
ing  to  the  privileges  of  eleftors,  enlifted  fol- 
diers  in  the  Imperial  cities,  were  expofed  to  a 
thoufand  vexations;    they  were  arretted  and 
thrown  into  dungeons,  where  they  were  con- 
fined with  the  vileft  rafcals.     In  fine,  thefe  ex* 
ceffes  became  infufferable.      An  infignificant 
biihop  of  Liege  prided  himfelf  on  the  mortifi- 
cations which  he  gave  the  late  king.     Some 
fubjefts  of  the  iordfliip  of  Herftall,  appertain* 
ing  to  Pruffia,  had  revolted,  and  the  biftiop 
granted  them  his  proteftion.     The  late  king 
fent  colonel  Krcutz  to  Liege,  with  a  credential 
letter  to  accommodate  the  matter.    And  who 
(hould  think  proper  to  xefiife  fuffering  him  to 
come  into  his  prefence  ?   Why  truly  my  lord 
|hc  bifhop }  who,  tl^ree  fucccffivc  days,  faw  the 

attend- 


attendants  of  this  envoy  in  the  tourt  of  Tm 
palace,  and  as  often  refufed  him  adtniffion. 

This  event,  and  mwy  others,  the  omiffion 
of  which  brevity  occafions,  taught  the  king 
.that  a  monarch  ought  to  make  himielf,  and 
particularly  his  nation,  refpeftcd ;  that  modera* 
tion  is  a  virtue  which  flatefinen  ought  not  too 
rigoroufly  to  praftife  i  becaufc  of  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  age ;  and  that,  at  the  commence^ 
roent  of  a  reign,  k  was  better  to  give  marks 
of  determination  than  of  mildnefs. 

That  we  here  may  colled  whatever  might 
toid  to  animate  the  vivacity  of  a  youthful 
prince,  afcending  (he  throne,  let  us  add  that 
Frederic  I.  when  he  ereded  Pruffia  into  a  king* 
^(xn,  had,  by  that  vain  grandeur,  planted  the 
fcion  of  ambitbn  in  the  bofom  of  has  pofterity  ^ 
which,  foon  or  late,  muft  firudify.  The  mo- 
narchy he  had  left  to  his  defcendants  was,  if  I 
may  be  permitted  the  expreffion>  a  kind  of 
hermaphrodite^  which  was  rather  nKjrft  an  eleo 
lorate  than  a  kingdom.  Fame  was  fo  be  ac*- 
quircd  by  determining  the  nature  of  this  be** 
ing :  and  this  fenfation  certainly  was  one  '  of 
thofe  which  ftrengthened  fo  many  motives,  cpu- 
fprring  to  engage  the  king  in  grand  eiiterprifes^ 
If  the  acquifition  of  the  dutchy  of  Berg  had 
not  even  met  with  almofl  infurmountable  im- 
pediment^ 
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pedimentSi  it  wa$  in  itfelf  fo/mall  that  tbe  pof* 
ieffion  would  add  little  grandeur  to  the  houfe 
of  Bnuidenbourg.  Thefe  refledion^/occafioned 
the  king  to  turn  his  views  toward  tbe  houfe  of 
Auftria,  the  fucceffion  of  which  would  become 
matter  <^  litigation,  at  the  death  of  the  em^ 
peror,  when  the  throne  of  the  Csfars  fliouM 
be  vacant.  That  event  muft  be  favourable  to 
the  diftinguifhed  part  which  the  king  had  to  aft 
in  Germany,  by  the  various  claims  of  the 
houfes  of  Saxony  and  Bavaria  to  -thefe  flates  ; 
by  the  number  of  candidates  which  m^t  can* 
vafs  for  the  imperial  crown ;  and  by  the  projeOs 
of  the  court  of  Vcrfailles,  which,  on  fuch  an 
occafion,  muft  naturally  profit  by  the  troubles 
that  the  death  of  Charles  VL  could  not  fail  to 
excite.  This  accident  did  not  long  keep  thc^^  1. 
world  in  expedtation.  The  emperor  ended  his 
days  at  the  palace  La  Favartie,  on  the  twenty* 
fixth  day  of  Odober,  1 740.  The  news  arrived 
at  Rheinfberg  when  the  king  was  ill  of  a  fever. 
Infatuated  by  ancient  prejudices,  the  phyiicians 
would  not  adminifter  the  baik ;  he  took  it  in 
their  defpite,  for  he  meditated  things  much 
more  important  than  the  cxirc  of  a  fever.  He 
immediately  refolved  to  reclaim  the  principali- 
ties of  Silefia;  the  rights  of  his  houfe  to  which 
were  inconteftable :  and  he  prepared,  at  the 
4  fame 
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iame  time^  to  fupporc  thefe  precenfions^  if  rte^ 
cefliary,  by  arms.  This  ph)jeft  accomplilhed 
all  his  political  views ;  it  afibrded  the  means  of 
acquiring  repuution^  of  augmenting  the  power 
of  the  ftate,  and  of  terminating  what  related  to 
the  litigious  fucceflion  of  the  dutchy  of  Berg. 
Before  however  he  would  come  to  a  fixed  refo- 
lution^  he  weighed  the  dangers  he  haH  to  en* 
counter^  in  undertaking  fuch  a  war^  and  the 
advantages  he  had  to  hope. 

On  one  hand  flood  the  powerful  houfe  of 
Auilria;  which,  poflefled  of  advantages  To 
various,  could  not  but  procure  rcfources.  The 
daughter  oi  an  emperor  was  to  be  attacked^ 
who  would  find  allies  in  the  king  of  Eng* 
land,  the  republic  of  HoUaod,  and  the  princes 
of  the  empire ;  by  whom  the  Pragmadc  fandiod 
had  been  guarantied.  Biron,  duke  of  Cour* 
land,  who  then  governed  Ruf&a,  was  in  the 
pay  oS  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  the  young 
queen  of  Hungary  might  incline  Saxony  to  her 
intereft,  by  the  ceffion  of  fome  circles  of  Bo- 
hemia. The  fterility  of  the  year  1 740  might 
well  infpire  a  dread  of  wanting  fupplies,  to 
form  magazines  and  to  fumifli  the  troops  with 
provifions.  Thefe  were  great  rjlks.  The  for- 
tune of  war  was  alfo  to  be  feared ;  one  loft  bat- 
tle might  be  decifive.    The  king  had  no  alliejj 

an4 
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and  only  had  raw  foldiers  to  oppofe  to  the  v^e^ 
rans  of  Auftria,  grown  grey  in  arms,  and  by  Co 
many  campaigns  inured  to  war* 

On  the  other  part,  a  multitude  of  reflexions  s^ 
animated  the  hopes  of  the  king.  The  flate  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  after  the  death  of  the  emperor, 
was  deplorable.  The  finances  were  in  diforder; 
the  army  was  ruined,  and  difcouraged  by  ill 
fuccefs  in  its  wars  with  the  Turks ;  the  miniftry 
difunited,  and  a  youthful,  unexperienced 
princefs  at  the  head  of  the  government,  who 
was  to  defend  the  fucceflion  from  all  claimants* 
The  refult  was  that  the  government  could  not 
appear  formidable.  It  was  befide  impoffiblc 
that  the  king  Ihould  be  deftitute  of  allies.  The 
fubfifting  rivalry  between  France  and  England 
neceflarily  afcertained  the  aid  of  one  of  thof« 
powers ;  and  all  the  pretenders  to  the  fucceflion 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  would  inevitably  unite 
their  interefts  to  thofe  of  Pruffia.  The  king 
might  difpofe  of  his  voice  for  the  Imperial  elec- 
tion; he  might  adjuft  his  pretenfions  to  the 
dutchy  of  Berg  in  the  beft  manner,  cither  with 
France  or  Auftria.  The  war  which  he  might 
undertake  in  Silefia  was  the  only  offenfive  war 
that  could  be  favoured  by  the  fituation  of  his 
Hates,  for  it  would  be  carried  on  upon  his  fron- 
tiers. 
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ticrs,  and  thft^  Oder  would  always  funi^ 
with  a  furc  communication. 

T\id  death  of  Anne,  emprefs  of  Ruffia;; 
which  foon  followed  that  of  the  emperor,  finally 
determined  the  king  in  favour  of  this  enterprife* 
By  her  deceafe  the  crown  defcended  to  young 
Iwan,  grand  duke  of  Ruflia^  fon  of  prince  An* 
Aony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick,  brother-in-law  to 
the  king,  and  of  the  princefs  of  Mecklcnburgh, 
Probabilities  were  that,  during  the  minority  of 
t^e  young  emperor,  Ruffia  would  be  more  oc* 
cupied  in  maintaining  tranquillity  at  home  than 
ih  fupport  of  the  Pragmatic  landtion,  concerns 
ing  which  Germaijy  could  not  but  be  fubjedt  to 
troubles.  Add  to  thefe  reafons,  an  army  fit  Co 
march,  a  treafury  ready  prepared,  and,  per- 
haps, the  ambition  of  acquiring  renown.  Such 
were  the  caufes  of  the  war,  which  the  king  de- 
clared againft  Maria  Therefa  of  Auftria,  queeir 
\J      of  Hungary  and  Bohemiav'-'""^^ 

This  feeraed  to  be  the  period  df  change  and 
revolution.  The  princefs  of  Mecklenburgb 
Brunfwick,  mother  of  the  emperor  Iwan,  was 
with  her  fon  under  the  tutelage  of  the  duke  of 
Courland,  to  whom  the  emprefs  Anne  dying 
confided  the  adminiftration  of  the  empire.  This 
princefs  fuppofed  heffelf  by  birth  fuperior  to 
fubjedion.    As  the  mother  of  the  elmperor, 

file 
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(6e  rather  imagiacd  ihc  herfeUf  was  his  pro- 
per guardian  than  Biron,  who  was  neither  a 
Aative  of  Ruifia  nor  a  relation  of  Iwan.  She 
artfully  excited  tl^  ambition  of  marfhal  Mu-» 
nich ;  Biron  wa^  arrefted,  banifhed  to  Siberia, 
4fid  the  princeis  of  Mecklenburgh  feiacd  on  the 
government. 

This  change  appeared  to  be  advantageous  to^ 
FrufSa ;  for  its  enemy  Biroh  was  exiled,  and 
ifee  hiiiband  of  the  regent,  Anthony  of  Brunf- 
Vrick,  way  brother-in-law  to  the  king.  To  a 
good  undprftanding  the  princefs  of  Mccklea- 
burgh  united  the  caprices  and  defefts  of  a  wo- 
man ill  educated.  Her  hufband,  weak  and 
dcftitute  of  genius,  had  no  merit,  except  the 
bravery  of  inftixv^t*  Munich,  the  engine  of 
dieir  elevationt  and  the  true  hero  of  Ruflia, 
waa  ribe  depofitary  of  fovercign  authority.  Un- 
der  the  pretence  of  this  revolution,  the  king 
lent  baron  Winterfcdd  on  an  embaffy  into  Ruf- 
fla,  to  €CMigraiulate  the  prince  of  Brunfwick, 
and  hisconfort^  on  the  fortunate  fuccefs  of  their 
undertaking.  The  real  motive,  the  hidden 
objeft  of  this  miffion,  was  to  gain  Munich, 
who  was  the  fether-in-law  of  Winterfeld,  that 
fie  might  favour  the  defigns  which  were  foon  to 
b^  put  in  execution.     In  executing,  this  Win- 

terfeld 
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terfeld  had  all  the  happy  (bccds  that  could  be 
hoped • 

Whatever  precaution  might  be  taken  at  Ber- 
lin, to  conceal  the  meditated  expedition,  it  was 
knpoffible  to  form  magazines,  prepare  artillery^ 
and  put  the  troops  in  motion  fo  fecretly  as  not  to 
be  feen  :  the  world  began  to  fufped:  fometliing 
was  intended.  Damrath,  the  Imperial  envoy 
at  Berlin,  informed  his  court  that  a  ftorm  was 
gathering,  and  that  it  might  probably  burft 
on  Silefia.  The  council  of  the  queen  replied^ 
fix)m  Vienna,  "  We  will  not,  we  cannot,  give 
*'  faith  to  the  intelligence  you  fend.**^  The 
marquis  of  Botta  however  was  fent  to  Berlin, 
to  compliment  the  king  on  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne  ;  or  ratlier  to  judge  if  Damrath  had  not 
excited  falfe  alarms.  The  art  and  penetration 
of  the  marquis  foon  perceived  what  was  intend- 
ed ;  and,  on  the  day  that  he  received  his  au- 
dience, after  having  paid  the  ufual  congratula- 
tions, he  enlarged  on  the  inconveniences  of  the 
journey  he  had  made,  and  dwelt  much  on  the 
bad  roads  of  Silefia,  which  had  been  fo  deftroy- 
cd  by  inundations  that  they  could  no  longer  be 
travelled.  The  king  did  not  feem  to  under- 
ftand  him,  and  anfwered  that  the  worft  that 
could  happen,  to  thofe*^  who  ftiould  travel  diefc 
roads^  would  be  to  befpatter  themfelves. 

Though 
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Though  the  king  was  firmly  determined  oa 
the  part  he  (hould  take^  he  thought  proper 
to  attempt  accommodation  with  the  court  of 
Vienna,  for  which  purpofe  count  Gotter  was 
fent  thither*  He  was  to  declare,  to  the  queen 
of  Hungary^  that,  in  cafe  (he  wopld  do  juftice 
to  the  claims  of  the  king  on  Silefia,  he  offered 
his  affiflance  againfl  all  her  enemies,  open  or 
covert,  who  ftiould  wifli  to  difmember  the 
^cceifion  of  Charles  VI.  and  to  give  his  vote 
for  the  imperial  eledion  of  the  grand  duke  of 
Tufcany%  As  it  was  to  be  fuppofed  thefe  of- 
fers would  be  rejeded,  Gotter  was,  in  that  cafe, 
authorifed  to  declare  war  againfl  the  queen  of 
Hungary. 

The  diligence  of  the  army  was  fuperior  to^ 
th:|t  of  the  ambaffador ;  it  entered  Silefia,  as 
will  be  feen,  two  days  before  the  arrival  of 
count  Gotter  at  Vienna.  Twenty  battalions* 
and  thirty-fix  fqtiadrons  were  fent  toward  tlie 
frontiers  of  Silefia,  and  were  to  be  followed  bf 
fix  battalions,  deftined  to  blockade  the  fortrefs 
of  Glogau.  Feeble  as  fuch  an  army  was,  it 
appeared  to  be  fufficient  to  feize  on  a  defence* 
lefs  country.  It  had  befide  the  advant^e  of 
amafiing  magazines    for  the  conung   fpdng, 

*  December. 
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which  a  large  army  would  have  devoured  dur- 
ing die  winter.  Before  die  king  departed  to 
join  his  forces,  he  gave  another  audience  to 
the  marquis  of  Botta,  in  which  he  repeated  the 
declarations  that  were  to  be  made  at  Vienna  bjr 
count  Gotter.  Botta  exclaimed, — "  You  ar« 
"  going,  Sire,  to  ruin  the  houfe  of  Auftria  and 
**  overwhelm  yourfelf.'*  ^*  It  depends  upon  the 
•*  queen,**  replied  the  king,  **  to  accept  the  of- 
*^  fers  which  are  made.'*  This  occafioned  the 
marquis  to  paufe ;  he  recoUefted  himfelf,  how- 
ever, and  replied,  with  an  ironical  air  and  tone, 
^^  Yours  are  fine  troops,  I  allow,  Sire ;  ours  have 
^^  not  the  fame  appearance,  but  they  have  feen 
*^  the  wolf.  Think  I  conjure  you  on  what  you 
<*  are  going  to  undertake.*'  The  king  was 
vexed,  and  anfwered,  warmly,  "  You  think  my 
**  troops  are  fine ;  I  will  convince  you  they  are 
'^  good.**  The  marquis  made  further  remon- 
flrances  that  the  execution  of  this  projeft  might 
be  deferred ;  but  the  king  gave  him  to  under- 
lland  it  was  too  late,  and  that  the  Rubicon  wag 
pafled, ' 

The  attack  on  Silefia,  having  become  public, 
i^-ns  thought  fo  daring  as  to  caufe  a  very  Angu- 
lar effervefcence  in  the  minds  of  men.  The 
feeble  and  the  timorous  prefaged  the  deftruftion 
•f  Pruffia.  Others  fuppofed  the  prince  aban- 
doned 
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dioned  every  thing  to  chance>  and  apprehended 
that  he  had  taken  Charles  XIL  for  his  model. 
Soldiers  hoped  for  good  fortune,  and  foretold 
preferment.  The  grumblers,  fome  of  whom 
are  found  in  all  countries,  envied  the  ftate  that 
increafe  of  which  it  was  fufceptible.  The 
prince  of  Anhalt  was  enraged  that  he  had  not 
conceived  the  plan,  and  that  he  had  not  been 
the  great  engine  of  its  execution.  He,  like 
another  Jonah,  prophefied  of  miferies  which 
fell  neither  on  Nineveh  nor  PruiSa.  This 
prince  regarded  the  Imperial  army  as  his  era* 
die :  he  had  obligations  to  Charles  VI  •  who 
had  beftowed  the  brevet  of  princefs  on  his 
wife,  and  he  feared  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
king,  who  would  annihilate  a  neighbour  like 
himfelf.  Thefe  fubjeds  of  difcontent  induced 
him  to  infpire  diffidence  and  terrors  in  all 
minds.  He  wilhed  to  intimidate  the  king  him* 
felf,  had  that  been  prafticable ;  but  every 
thing  had  been  too  well  planned,  and  affairs 
were  too  far  advanced  to  be  able  to  recede. 

To  prevent  however  the  ill  effed  which  the 
opinions  of  a  great  general,  as  was  the  prince 
of  Anhalt,  might  make  upon  the  officers,  the 
king  thought  proper,  before  his  departure,  tp 
affemble  thofe  of  the  garrifon  of  Berlin,  and 
fpeak  to  them  in  the  following  terms — "  I 

H  2  *'  have 
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<^  have  undertaken  a  wur,  gemlemenj  in  which 
*^  my  only  allies  arc  your  valour  and  good  wilt 
'*  My  caufe  is  juft,  and  mf  rcfourccs  arc  in  the 
**  hands  of  fortune.  Remember  inceflantly  the 
"  fame  your  anceftors  have  acquired,  on  the 
'**  plains  of  Warfaw,  at  Fehrbellin,  and  during 
•*  the  expedition  into  Pruffia.  Your  deftiny  is 
^*  in  your  own  hands.  DiftinAion  and  recolm- 
**  penie  attend  the  afts  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
^'  (hall  be  merited.  But  I  have  no  need  to 
**  incite  in-  you  the  love  of  renown,  for  that  is 
**  continually  befiDre  your  eyes,  and  is  the  fole 
*^  objeffc  worthy  your  attention.  We  are  to 
*'  face  foldiers  who,  under  prince  Eugene,  ob- 
^  tained  the  higheft  reputation.  Although  this 
^  prince  no  longer  is  in  exiftence,  ftill  con^ 
*'  queft  will  be  an  increafe  of  honour,  when  we 
**  (hall  have  tried  our  ftrength  againfl  fuch 
"  brave  warriors.  Adieu :  depart,  I  will  im* 
^  mediately  follow  to  the  rendezvous  of  fame, 
"  which  now  awaits  us.'* 

The  king  departed  from  Berlin  after  a  grand 
maiked  ball,  and  arrived  at  Croflen  on  the  2ifl 
of  December*  As  chance  would  have  it,  on 
that  very  day  a  cord,  apparently  worn  out,  to 
which  the  cathedral  bell  was  fufpended,  broke ; 
the  bell  had  a  fall,  and  this  was  interpreted  to 
be  a  bad  omen ;  for  fuperftitious  opinions  ftill 

3  influ- 
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influenced  the  national  fpirit.  To  eradicate 
fuch  ill  impreffions,  the  king,  on  the  contrary, 
interpreted  this  to  be  an  advantageous  token. 
*rhe  fall  of  the  bcU,  according  to  him,  denoted 
the  abafement  of  the  high  ;  and,  as  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  was  infinitely  higher  than  that  of 
Brandenbourg,  it  very  clearly  prognofticated  the 
advantaged  the  latter  Ihould  obtain.  Whoever 
knows  the  public  knows  that  fuch  reafons  are 
very  fufficient  and  convincing. 

The  army  entered  Silefia  on  the  23d  of 
December  *.  The  troops  marched  by  canton- 
ments, as  well  becaufe  there  was  no  enemy  as 
bccaufe  the  feafon  would  not  admit  of  encamp* 
inent.  Wherever  they  came,  they  difpcrfed 
a  written  abftraft  of  the  rights  of  the  houfe  of 
Brandenbourg  to  Silefia.  A  manifefto  at  the 
fame  time  was  publiftied,  the  fubftance  of  which 
was  that  the  Pruffian^  took  pofl!effion  of  this 
province  to  guard  it  againft  irruption  fi:om  any 
third  power ;  which  clearly  indicated  that  they 
would  not  be  expelled  with  impunity.  Theft 
precautions  made  the  people  and  nobility  not 
regard  the  entrance  of  the  Pruflians  into  Si^ 
lefia  as  the  invafion  of  an  enemy,  but  as  the 
aid  which  an  officious  neighbour  would  lend 

*  1740. 
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his  ally.  Religion  likewife^  that  {acred  preju* 
dice  among  the  vulgar^  concurred  in  favour 
of  Pruflia*  Two  thirds  of  Sileiia  are  conV'* 
pofed  of  proteftants ;  who,  long  oppreffed  by 
Aviftrian  ^maticifnij  looked  up  to  the  king,  as 
to  a  faviour  fent  from  heaven. 

Afcending  the  Oder>  the  firfi:  fortrefs  that  is 
met  with  is  Glogau.  This  place  is  fituated  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  river.  It  is  of  moderate 
extent,  and  furrounded  by  a  bad  rampart,  the 
fmalleft  part  of  which  was  of  ftone.  The  moat 
was  fordable  in  many  places  :  die  counterfcarp 
was  almoft  deflroyed*  As  the  feverity  of  the 
feafon  prevented  a  formal  fiege,  it  was  block* 
aded;  neither  indeed  was  the  heavy  artillery 
come  up.  The  court  of  Vienna  had  fent  pre*? 
cife  orders  to  Wenzel  Wallis,  the  governor^ 
not  to  commit  the^&rfi:  hoftilities.  He  thought 
that  a  blockade  was  not  a  fiege,  and  fuffered 
himfelf  peaceably  to  be  cooped  up  in  his  ram* 
parts.  After  the  peace  of  Belgrade,  the  greateft 
part  of  the  Auftrian  army  had  remained  in  Hun* 
gary.  Onhearingof  the  irruption  of  the  Pruffians, 
general  Braun  (Brown)  was  fent  into  Silefia^ 
where  he  fcarcely  could  aflemble  three  thoufand 
men.  He  attempted  to  feize  on  Breilau  both 
by  force  and  artifice,  bu^  without  effeft.  This 
city  enjoyed  privileges  finwlar  to  thofe  of  the 

Impe- 
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Imperial  towns.  It  was  a  fmall  republic,  go- 
verned by  its  magiftrates,  and  was  exempted 
from  receiving  a  garrifon.  The  lovp  of  liberty 
and  Lutheranifm  preferv(ed  its  inhabitai^ts  fropi 
the  fcourge  of  war^  They  reiifted  every  folici- 
tation  of  geaera}  Br^un,  who  howeyer  might 
at  length  have  prevaUed,  ha4  not  the  king 
haftened  his  march  to  force  him  to  retreat. 
While  this  paffed,  prince  Leopold  pf  Anbalt 
arrived  at  Glogau,  with  fix  battalions  and  five 
fquadrons.  He  relieved  the  troops  that  were 
at  the  blockade,  and  the  king  immediately  de- 
parted with  the  army  grenadiers,  fix  battalions, 
aAd  ten  fquadrons,  to  gain  Breflau  without  lofs 
of  time.  After  a  march  of  four  days  he  came 
to  the  gates  of  that  capital,  while  marfhal  Schwe- 
rin,  filing  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  di- 
re&ed  his  march  by  Liegnitz,  Schweidnitz  and 
Frankenflein^  to  drive  the  ejiemy  from  that 
part  of  Silefia. 

On  the  firft  of  January,  the  king  feized  qn 
the^uburbs  of  Brefiau  without  refiftgpce  j  and 
fent  colonels  Borck  and  Goltz  to  fiunmon  the 
city  to  furrenden  Some  troops,  at  the  fame  time, 
pafled  the  Oder  and  cantoned  at  the  Dome, 
Thus  the  king  was  mailer  of  both  fides  of  the 
river,  and  cffeftually  blockaded  this  ill-prQvided 
i:ity,  which  foon  was  obliged  to  treaty    It  is 

H  4  ^rther 
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farther  to  be  obferved  that,  the  moats  of  the 
city  being  frozen,  the  citizens  had  reafon  to 
dread  a  general  aflauh.  The  zeal  of  the  Lu- 
theran religion  cut  (hort  the  tedioufnefs  of  ne- 
gotiation •  A  fanatical  Ihoemaker  brought 
over  the  low  people,  infpired  them  with  his 
own  enthufiafm,  and  raifed  them  in  fuch  num- 
bers that  they  obliged  the  magiftrates  to  fign 
an  aft  of  neutrality  with  the  Prufllans,  and 
open  the  city  gates. 

No  fooner  had  the  king  entered  the  capital 
than  he  difcharged  all  perfons  in  office,  who 
were  in  the  fervice  of  the  queen  of  Hungary. 
This  ftroke  of  authority  prevented  all  the  pri- 
vate plotting  which  might  have  been  pra6tifed, 
by  the  old  fervants  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
all  after  cabals  againft  the  interefts  of  Pruffia, 

That  affair  ended,  a  detachment  of  infantry 
pafled  the  Oder,  to  attack  an  Auftrian  garrifon 
of  three  hundred  men,  in  Namllau;  who,  a 
formight  afterward,  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners  of  war.  One  regiment  of  foot  *only 
was  left  in  the  fuburbs  of  Brellau,  and  the  king 
direfted  his  march  toward  Ohlau,  into  which 
Braun  had  thrown  colonel  Formentini,  with 
four  hundred  men.  This  town  takes  its  name 
from  a  fmall  river,  which  runs  under  its  walls. 
It  was  furrounded  by  a  bad  rampart,  half  in 

ruins. 
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rulns^  and  a  dry  ditch.  The  caftle,  which  was 
fomewhat  ftronger,  could  not  be  taken  without 
artillery.  While  difpofitions  were  made  for  a 
general  aflault  on  this  paltry  place,  the  com- 
mander capitulated.  The  garrifon  deferted  at 
leaving  the  town,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty 
men  only  remained,  who  with  their  commander 
were  efcorted  to  Neifs.  The  enemy  had  a  gar- 
rifon of  twelve  hundred  men  at  Brieg,  to  block- 
ade which,  as  well  as  other  places,  general 
Kleift  invefted  it  with  five  battaUons  and  four 
fquadrons. 

While  the  king  had  taken  or  blockaded  the 
fortreffes  on  the  baxiks  rf  the  Oder,  marihal 
Schwcrin  had  arrived  at  Frankenftein,  ap- 
proaching the  river  Neiffe,  which  feparates 
Upper  and  Lower  SileGa.  He  fell  in  with  the 
dragoons  of  Lichtenftein,  whom  he  drove  to- 
ward Ottmachau.  This  cpifcopal  caftle  has  a 
bridge  over  the  Neifle.  Braun,  to  cover  and 
facilitate  his  retreat,  threw  in  three  companies 
of  grenadiers.  Thefe  marihal  Schwerin  block- 
aded, and  on  the  morrow  the  king  joined  him 
with  mortars,  and  fome  twelve  pounders.  As 
foon  as  the  batteries  were  capable  of  playing, 
major  Mufflin,  commander  of  the  garrifoii, 
furrendered  at  difcreuon.  There  was  now  only 
the  tQwn  of  Neifs  to  take;    but  this  by  jts 

ftrength 
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ftreitgth  was  fup^rior  to  all  the  others.  This 
place  was  fituated  beyond  the  Neifle,  foitified 
by  a  good  rampart  of  earth,  with  a  moat  of 
feven  feet  water  in  depth,  and  furrounded  by 
low  and  marftiy  lands,  which  had  been  over- 
flowed by  Rothe,.wbo  was  the  governor.  It 
is  overlooked,  toward  Lower  Silefia,  by  a  height 
which  is  eight  hundred  paces  diftant.  The  fe- 
verity  of  the  feafon  prevented  the  operations  of 
a  formal  fiege.  It  therefore  only  could  be  taken 
by  aflault,  bombardment,  or  blockade,  Rothe 
rendered  aflault  impracticable  j  he  caufed  the  ice 
of  *the  moat  to  be  broken  every  morning  ;  he 
watered  the  ramparts  which  were  immediately 
frozen ;  and  he  had  furniflied  the  bafldons  and 
curtains  with  quantities  of  beams,  and  fcythes, 
to  repel  aflailants.  Bombardment  therefore 
was  attempted,  and  twelve  hundred  bombs 
and  three  thoufand  red-hot  balls  were  thrown 
in  vain.  The  firmnefs  of  the  comqiandcr  ob- 
liged the  Pruflians  to  abandon  the  place,  and 
go  into  winter  quarters.  Colonel  Camas,  who 
had  been  fent  on  an  expedition  againft  Glatz, 
rejoined  the  army;  he  had  failed  in  his  at- 
tempt for  \yant  of  taking  his  meafures  well. 

While  the  Pruflians  were  cantoned  roun^ 
Neifs,  marihal  Schwerin,  at  the  head  of  feven 
battalions  and  ten  fquadrons,  penetrated  intp 

Upper 
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Upper  Silefia.  He  diilodged  general  Braun 
from  Jaegerndorff,  Troppau,  and  the  caftle  of 
Gnetz.  The  Auftrians  retired  into  Moravia ; 
the  Pruffians  took  up  their  quarters  behind  the 
Oppa^  and  extended  as  far  as*  Jablunka^  on  the 
frontiers  of  Hungary. 

Count  Qotter  was  at  Vienna,  while  thefc 
military  operations  were  pafling,  where  he  nego* 
dated,  rather  in  conformity  to  cuftom  than 
with  any  hope  of  fuccefs.  The  baughtinefs  of 
bis  language  might  have  intimidated  any  other 
court  than  that  of  Charles  VI  •  The  courtiers 
of  the  queen  of  Hungary  proudly  rephed  that 
it  was  not  for  a  prince,  whofe  office,  in  quality 

of  arch-chamberlain  of  the  empire,  it  was  to 
prefent  the  bafbn  to  wafli  the  hands  of  the 
emperor,  to  prefcribe  laws  to  his  daughter. 
Gotter,  that  he  might  not  be  outdone  by  Au- 

ftrian  oflentation,  had  the  boldnefs  to  (how  the 
grand  duke  a  letter,  which  the  king  had  writ» 
ten  to  him,  in  which  were  thefe  words  :— 
*'  If  the  grand  duke  will  feek  deftrudion  let 
«•  him/*  The  fortitude  of  the  duke  feemed 
Ihaken.  Count  Kiniky,  chancellor  of  Bohe* 
.mia,  the  mod  haughty  man  of  this  fupercilious 
court,  took  up  the  convterfation,  treated  every 
propofitioa  of  count  Gotter  as  injurious  to  thd 
fucccflbrs  of  the  Caelars,  reanimated  the  grand 

duke^ 
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duke^  and  contributed  more  thart  all  die  other 
miniflerft  to  break  off  this  negotiation. 

Europe  was  amazed  at  the  unexpedted  inva- 
fion  of  Silefia*  Some  accufed  it  of  being  the 
flourifli  of  levity ;  others  regarded  it  as  the  cn^ 
terprize  of  frenzy.  Robinfon,  the  Englifh  am- 
baflador,  who  refided  at  Vienna,  affirmed  that 
the  king  of  Pruffia  deferved  political  excom- 
munication. 

At  the  fame  time  that  count  Gotter  departed 
for  Vienna,  the  king  fcnt  general  Winterfeld 
into  Ruflia.  He  there  found  the  marquis  of 
Botta,  who  fuflained  the  interefts  of  the  court 
of  Vienna  With  all  the  warmth  of  his  charafter. 
The  good  fenfe  of  the  P<)meranian  however 
was,  on  this  occafion,  fuperior  to  the  fagacity 
of  the  Italian.  ^  Winterfeld,  by  the  credit  of 
marfhal  Munich,  concluded  a  defenlive  alli- 
ance between  Ruflia  and  Pruflia.  This  was  an 
event  as  advantageous  as  could  have  been  de-- 
fired,  under  fuch  critical  circumflances. 

After  the  troops  had  entered  into  winter- 
quarters,  the  king  left  Silefia,  and  came  to 
Berlin,  to  make  the  requifite  preparations  for 
the  next  campaign.  A  reinforcement  of  ten 
battalions  and  twenty-five  fquadrons  was  fent 
to    the  army ;  and,  as  the  intentions  of  the 

Saxons  and  Hanoverians  appeared  to  be  equi- 
vocal. 
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Yocal^  it  was  determined  to  aflemble  thirty  bat- 
lalioiis  and  fi>rty  fquadrons  near  Brandenbourg, 
\md^  the  command  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt, 
to  obferve  the  conduft  of  thefc  neighbouring 
powers.  The  prince  chofe  Genthin  as  the  mod 
proper  place  for  his  encampment,  and  where 
he  might  equally  keep  both  Saxons  and  Hano- 
verians in  checks  Mod  fovereigns  ftill  re- 
HiainM  in  a  ftatc  of  uncertainty ;  they  could 
not  forefee  the  approaching  cataftrophe.  The 
cmbafly  of  count  Gotter  to  Vienna,  at  the  very 
time  that  the  Pruflian  troops  made  an  irruption 
into  Silefia,  was  to  them  enigmatical ;  and  they 
were  endeavouring  to  divine  whether  Pruffia 
\ras  the  ally  or  the  enemy  of  the  queen  of 
Ifongary. 

Of  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  France  was 
undoubtedly  the  moft  proper  to  aflift  the  Pruf- 
(ians,  in  their  conqueft.  The  French  had  fo 
many  reafons  to  be  the  enemies  of  the  Awftrians 
that  their  interefts  mud  lead  them  to  declare 
themfelves  the  friends,  of  the  king.  That  he 
might  found  the  coaft,  he  wrote  to  cardinal  de 
Fleuri ;  and,  though  he  touched  but  lightly  on 
affairs,  he  laid  enough  to  be  qnderflood.  The 
cardinal  {poke  plainer  in  his  reply  *.    He  an- 

*  Ia  a  letter  dated  at  Ifli,  January  2^^  1J4U 
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fwered  without  diTguife— ^^  That  the  guarantee 
•*  of  the  Pragmatic  fanftion  granted  by  Louis 
**  XV.  to  the  emperOT,  was  no  tic  upon  the 
*'  former,  becaufe  of  the  cUutcJavc  and  except 
^'  the  claims  of  a  third :  that,  farther,  the  kte 
•^  emperor  had  not  fulfilled  the  principal  article 
■^  of  the  treaty,  by  which  he  had  tmdertaken 
*^  to  procure  to  France  the  guarantee  of  the 
*•  empire  for  the  treaty  of  Vienna."  The  re- 
mainder of  the  letter  contained  an  angry  de- 
clamation againft  the  ambition  of  England,  a 
panegyric  on  France,  and  on  the  advantages 
which  might  refult  from  her  alliance,  with  a 
detail  of  the  reafons  that  might  induce  the  elec- 
tors to  place  the  eledor  of  Bavaria  on  the  Im« 
perial  throne.  The  king  continued  this  corre- 
fpondence ;  he  (hewed  the  cardinal  the  fincere 
defire  he  had  to  ally  himfelf  to  the  moft  chrif- 
tian  king,  and  aflured  him  of  every  fecility, 
which  fhould  depend  upon  himfelf,  promptly  ta 
\J  terminate  this  negotiation. 

Sweden  wifhed  to  play  a  part  in  the  rifing 
troubles.  She  was  the  ally  of  France ;  and,  at 
the  infldgation  of  that  power,  had  fcnt  a  body  of 
troops  into  Finland,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Buddenbrock.  This,  having  infpired 
Ruffia  with  jealoufy,  accelerated  the  alliance  the 
%  latter 
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fetter  made  with  Pruflia.  But  tljat  alliance  was 
no  fooner  formed  than  in  danger  of  being  de-» 
ftroyed.  The  king  of  Poland  had  fent  the 
handfome  count  Lynar  to  Peterfburg,  This 
ambaflador  pleafed  the  princefs  of  Mecklen- 
burg, tlie  regent  of  Ruflia ;  and,  as  the  paffions 
gready  influence  the  deliberations  of  the  under* 
{landing,  the  regent  was  prefently  on  good 
terms  with  the  king  of  Poland.  This  amour 
might  have  become  as  fatal  to  Pruffia,  as  that 
of  Paris  and  the  beauteous  Helen  had  been  to 
Troy.  Its  efFefts  were  prevented  by  a  rcvolu* 
tion,  which  we  fliall  relate  in  its  place. 

The  greatefl  enemies  of  the  king  were,  a^^ 
ufual,  his  neareft  neighbours.  The  kings  df 
Poland  and  England,  who  relied  upon  the  in- 
trigues which  Lynar  carried  on  in  Ruflia,  con-  • 
eluded  between  them  an  offenfive  alliance ;  by 
which  they  divided  the  PruflSan  provinces. 
Their  imagination  fattened  on  that  prey ;  and, 
while  they  declaimed  againfl:  the  ambition  of  a 
youthful  prince,  they  were  already  enjoying  his 
fpoils,  in  the  hope  that  Ruflia  and  the  princes  of 
the  empire  would  concur,  in  giving  fuccefs  to 
their  own  avidity.  The  court  of  Vienna  ought 
to  have  feized  this  moment  to  have  come  to  an 
accommodation  with  the  kingr.  Had  it  then 
ceded  the  dutchy  of  Glogau,  he  would  have  been 

facisfied. 
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iatisfied,  and  would  have  allifled  this  Court 
againft  its  other  enemies ;  but  it  feldom  hap- 
pens that  the  compliances  or  refufals  of  men 
are  well  timed.  The  fignal  for  war  was  given 
to  Europe.  Minifters  were  every  where  found- 
ings negotiating,  and  intriguing,  to  arrange 
their  parties  and  form  alliailces  ;  but  the  troops 
of  no  power  were  ready ;  none  were  provided 
with  m^^azines  ;  and  the  king  profited  by  this 
crifis^  to  execute  his  grand  proicfts* 


CHAP.     III. 

Campaign  of  I74i«   Negotiations  for  Peace.  Ho^ 
mage  of  Breflau.    Return  to  Berlin. 

THE  reinforcement  for  the  army  in  Silefia 
arrived  at  Schweidnitz  in  the  month  of 
February.  The  Auftrians  on  their  part  alfo 
prepared  for  war.  They  releafed  marflial  Neu* 
perg  from  the  prifons  of  Brunn,  where  he  had 
been  detained  ever  fince  the  peace  of  Belgrade, 
to  confide  to  him  the  command  of  that  army 
which  was  to  reconquer  Silefia.  The  marflial 
affembled  his  troops  in  the  environs  of  Olmutz, 
and  fent  general  Lentulus,  with  a  detachment, 
to  occupy  the  defiles  of  the  principahty  of  Glatt, 

by 
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by\wbi<^'l^^\ila5  fouod  himfdlf  able  to  cover 
.Bolieaua^.and  join  the  army  of  Neuperg  in  its 
ilDeditace^  operations  on  the  Neifle.  The  Au- 
^ftoan  hilflars  already  preluded  war ;  they  ilipt 
.  in  becwetn  the  Pniffian  pofts^  and  endeavoured 
.to  carry  off  fmall  parties  and  intercept  convoys. 
:Spme  trifling  ikinniibes  paft>  which  ail  were  as 
.  fii^vQyrable  to  thp  infantry  as  they  were  unfit- 
.  vourable  to  t^c  cavalry  of  the  king. 

Arriving  in  Silefia^  the  king  propofed  to  vifit 
ell  rhis  cpiarters,  th^  he  might  infianahimfelf 
.  concerning  a  ^country  with  which  be  was  unac- 
quainted. For  this  purpoie  he  left  Schweidnite^ 
^  and  came  to  Frankenftein.    General  Derfchau, 
:  whQ  commanded  in  that  part»  hadadvanoed  two 
« ^po&s  iu^ther.  ^  The,  one  was  at  Silberbei^,  and 
i  the  other  at.Wartha,  bodi  in  the  defilea  <^  the 
4liioantains.    The  king  wilhed  to  vi£t  them ; 
•^  enemy  got  intelligence  of  this^  and  attempt- 
^ed  to  take  him.    By  miftake  they  fell  on  an  ef- 
,  cort  of  dragoons^  pofted  in  relay  near  the  vil- 
:  lage  of  Baumgarten,  between  Silberberg  and 
•Frankenftein.    .  Colonel    Ditfort^    who   com- 
^manded    that   efcort^    was   too    ignorant    to, 
manceuyre.>Mith  ^vantage  agaioft  light  troops ; 
he  was  beaten  and  loft  fony  horfemen.     A  firing 
was  heard  at  Wartha.  The  king,  who  was  there, 
haftily  aflembled  fome  troops,  to  fly  to  the  aid 
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of  his  dragoons,  who  were  at  a  mile's  diftance  f 
but  he  arrived  after  all  was  over.  It  wa»  a 
thoughtlefs  aft  of  the  fovereign  to  become  on 
adventurer  fo  ill  accompanied.  Had  the  king 
"been  taken  prifoner,  on  this  occaiion^  the  war 
had  been  end^;  the  Auftrians  would  have 
been  triumphant  withoiK  a  blow ;  the  PruOian 
InSaMry,  excellent  as  it  was,  would  have  be- 
come ufelefs,  and  all  the  great  projeds  o(  the 
king  would  have  vaniflied. 

The  nearer  the  opening  of  the  campaign  ap* 
proached  *>  the  more  ferious  was  the  afpeft  of 
affairs.  The  fpies  were  unanimous  in  their  re- 
ports that  Auftrians  ftrengdiened  tfaemfelves  in 
their  pofts ;  that  new  troops  were  arriving ;  and 
tbat  they  meditated  the  furprife  of  the  PruflSans^ 
in  their  quarters,  either  by  penetrating  through 
Glatz  or  ZuckmanteL  A  hundred  dragoons 
and  three  hundred  Auftrian  huflars  threw  then)« 
felves  into  Neifs,  about  the  fame  period.  This 
was  a  fuffident  indicarion  of  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  and  was  the  reafon  that  die  king  gave 
orders  to  narrow  his  quarters*  He  ought  im« 
mediately  to  have  aflembled  his  troops ;  but  he 
was  inexperienced,  and  this  was  properly  hb 
firft  campaign. 

*  Kasoh. 
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The  feafon  was  not  fufficiently  advanced  t6 
coavcfc  dke  blockade  of  Glogau  and  that  of 
Btieg  into  (leges.  A  projed  however  was 
formed  fuddeiily  to  {Hze  on  Glogau,  and  priilce 
Leopold  of  Anhak  was  ordered  to  pUt  it  in  exe* 
cution,  without  I0&  of  time.  On  the  9th  of 
March|  the  town  was  at  once  attacked  in  five 
different  parts^  and  taken  in  lefs  than  an  hour. 
The  very  cavalry  freed  the  ramparts^  fo  ruinoui 
were  the  works.  Not  a  houfe  was  pillaged,  not 
a  citizen  was  infukedi  and  Pruflian  difcipline 
flione  in.  all  its  glory.  Wallis  aivl  his  whole 
garrifon  were  made  prtfoners  of  war*  A  new*- 
raifed  Pruifian  re^ment  was  put  in  pofleflion^ 
the  works  were  inftantly  begun  to  be  repaired^ 
and  prince  Leopold,  with  the  corps  he  goto^ 
manded^  joined  the  king  at  Sd^weidnitz* 

The  taking  of  Glogau  wu  not  all.  The 
troQps  were  too  much  fcattered  to  be  «bU# 
In  caTe  of  neceflity,  to  unite.  Thofc  quarter^ 
efpecially  which  marlhal  Schwerin  occupt^  itk 
tipper  Silefia,  occafioned  the  moft  inquietudf. 
The  king  wifhed  the  marfhal  to  coUeft  thet9# 
and  fall  back  toward  the  Neiflej  where  the  king 
would  join  him  with  all'  die  forces  of  JLoasr 
Silefia.  Schwerin  was  not  of  this  opinion;  he 
wrote  that,  if  he  might  be  reinforced,  he  would 
ngage  to  maintaia  his  quarters  till  the  ipring. 

I  *  For 
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For  once,  the  king  put  more  faith  in  his  mar* 
flial  than  in  himfelf.  His  credulity  had  ntuif 
become  fiital  to  him ;  ^nd,  as  if  it  were  necef* 
(ary  he  Ihould  add  error  to  error^  he  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  eight  fquadrons  and  nine  bat* 
talions,  to  repair  to  Jasgemdorff.  He  came 
up  with  die  maiihal  at  Neuftadt.  ^^  What 
^*  news  of  the  enemy  ?"— wastfie  fkft  queflion. 
f  ^  I  have  none,"  replied  the  marflial ;  *^  except 
**  that  the  Auftrian  troops  are  difperfed  along 
•«  the  frontiers,  from  Hungary  as  far  as  Braunau, 
^  in  Bohemia ;  and  I  expeft  the  return  of  my 
^<  fpies  every  moment.^  The  king  arrived  at 
Jscgerndorff  on  the  morrow,  and  his  intention 
•ras'tA  depart  the  next  day,  to  open  the  trenches 
before  Ncifs,  where  marfhal  Kalckftein  waited 
^s  coniing,  with  ten  battalions  and  as  many 
iijuadrons.  The  duke  of  Holftein,  who  was 
then  at  Frankenftein,  was  alfo  to  join  the  king^ 
with  feven  l^attalions  and  four  fquadrons* 

'At  the  very  moment  of  the  king^s  departure*, 
and  while  he  was  giving  his  laft  orders,  as 
well  to  the  marftial  as  to  prince  Leopold,  feven 
2^.uftrian  dragoons  arrived.  The  information 
khefb-^leftrters  gave  was,  that  they  had  quitted 
trie  larmy  at  Freudenthal,  which  is  only  a  mile 

^  April  jd* 

•  •;. 

and 
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imdfath^lf  iipm.Jsgenulorff ;  that  their  c»ralry^ 
w^tfaore  csocamped  ;  and  that  it  waited  the  ar* 
livpi,  of  thc-in&ntiy,  and  the  artiiler)v  to.tra- 
vi&ffc  the,  Pruffiaxu  quaners>  aad  oblige  tbem  to 
s^<^.tbc  blockade  of,  Neifs^  Skirmilhiog.  ac  * 
this  v^  infta^t  w^  bpard.  before  the^  town,  ;m4 
every  bodyr  bcVcved  the  V;aa«guard  of  genentl 
^^^^f^^tOn  the  point  of  invefting  Jsegfm«^ 
dar£  Xhere  were  only  five  battalions  in  tbi$ 
ui|iqpKu|ui^  Tphict,  five  three  pounders,  and 
iiiflSckoO  ppwder  fpr  forty  chaises.  The  fitu- 
ition  wpuKi  have  been  defperate,  had  Neuperg 
luiowp  how  to  ^ofit  by  occafion ;  but  the  moun-» 
tain, brought  forth  a  moiife*  The  enemy  wifhed 
to  know  if  the  Fruflians  were  fliU  in  their  quar- 
tcrs ;,  and,  for  this  piirpofe,  they  fent  their  light 
trpops,  to  fkirmifh  before  each  town,  in  order 
to  bring  their  reports  to  the  officers. 
.  The  defign  of  the  enemy  being  manifeft,  the 
king  did. not  heiitate  a  moment  to  aflemble  the 
army.  The  troops  of  Lower  Silefia  had  orders 
to  pafe  the  Neifle  at  Sorge,  and  thofe  of  Upper 
Silefia  to  join  the  king  at  JagerndorfE  On  the 
fourth  of  April,  the  king  left  Neuftadt,  with 
all  thefe  corps  coUeAed,  keeping  .pace  with  the 
enemy's  army,  that  marched  by  Zuckmantel 
and  Ziegenhals  toward  Ncifs.     On  the  mor- 

I  3  row 


row  *  bt  ioclined  toward  Stemau,  t  mik  diftut 
from  Sorgc,  where  he  had  conftruftfti  bridges 
over  the  Neiflc.  The  blockade  of  Bricg  muft: 
be  ratfed,  and  general  Kleiflr  rcceircd  orders  to 
•  join  the  army  with  his  detachment.  The  duke 
of  Holftein  had  like  orders  feht  to^hihi  repeat* 
edly ;  thofe  who  were  font  with  them  could  not 
deliver  their  meflage,  and  lie  remained  in  great 
tranquillity  at  Frankcnftein,  feeing  the  enemy 
pafs  on  his  right  and  his  left^  without  iA  the 
Icaft  troubling  himfelf.  Deferters  fixMn  tho 
Aulbrian  army  arrived  at  Steinau,  who  affirmed 
that  general  Lentulus  had  the  fame  day  joined 
marftikl  Neuperg,  near  Neifs.  On  receiving 
this  news,  the  Pruflian  quarters  were  contraded 
immediately  round  Steinau,  and  the  king  chofe 
a  poll  where  he  might  give  the  enemy  a  proper 
reception^  in  cafe  the  Fi'uflians  were  attacked. 
To  heighten  vexation,  the  quarters  at  Steinau 
took  fire  during  the  night;  and  it  was  only 
by  good  fortune  that  the  artillery  and  ammuni* 
tion  were  favcd,  dragged  through  narrow  ftreeta, 
the  houfcs  of  which  were  all  in  flames.  The 
troops  paflfed  the  night  under  arms,  on  the 
ground  which  the  king  had  chofen  for  his  camp. 
On  the  morrow  -f  this  fmall  corps,  of  thirteen 

*  April  5th,  ^  April  6th, 

b^ttalioni 
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batuKons  and  fifteen  fquadrons,  after  a  fiuigiung 
marchy  arrived  at  Falckenberg,  where  infbrma- 
nbnVas  received  that  cotonel  Stechow,  who 
covened  the  bridge  of  Sorge  with  four  battalions^ 
had  leen  a  large  body  of  the  enemy^  fortifying 
thenifelves  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  and 
who  even  kept  up  a  warm  fire  on  the  Pruffians. 
Prince  Charles  marched  thidier  immediately, 
with  fbur  battalions,  and  fent  the  king  word 
that  Lentulus  was  on  the  oppofite  (hore  of  the 
Netfle,  with  fifty  fquadrons,  and  rendered  the 
paflage  abfolutely  impraAicable ;  becaufe  that 
the  ground  was  too  confined.  The  direction  of 
marching  muft  therefore  be  changed.  The  route 
to  Michelau  was  taken,  where  diere  is  another 
bridge  over  die  Neifle ;  where  general  Marwitz 
already  was,  with  the  troops  aflfembled  from  the 
quarters  of  Schweidnitz  and  the  blockade  of 
Brieg.  The  bridge  of  Sorge  was  raifed  without 
lofs  of  time ;  and  in  the  evening  all  thefe  dif- 
ferent corps  joined  the  king. 

On  the  naorrow*,  the  army  crofled  the 
Heiie  at  Michelau,  intending  to  march  to 
Gffokkao*  A  courier  who  had  pafled  that  town 
broug^  difpatdhes  to  the  king,  fo  that  he  had 
lie  fdTpidbns.    A  very  heavy  fnow  fell  and  in- 

•  April  Sth. 
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terrupted  the  fight|  fo  as  to  prevmt  die  difcotH' 
meat  of  objedb.  The  march  was  contiaued« 
The  huflars  of  the  van-guard-  entered  the  vU* 
lage  of  Leipe^  which  is  on  die  road ;  am^  with*^ 
out  knowing  it,  fell  in  with  a  regiment  <^  the* 
enemy's  huflars,  who  were  there  cantoned.  The 
Pruffians  took  forty  of  the  ^^nerny,  fbme  on  foot- 
others  on  horfeback ;  and  from  them  intelli* 
gence  was  gained  that,  half  an  hour  before^ 
Neuperg  had  t^en  Grotkau.  A  lieutenant^ 
named  MitzTchefahly  had  commanded .  tlierc^ 
widi  fixty  meni  and  defended'  kimfeif  for  the 
fpace  of  three  hours  againft  the  whole  A^^^^^naa 
army.  The  deferters  further  depofed  that  thcf 
enemy,  on  the  morrow,  would  march  to  Ohku, 
to  take  the  heavy  artillery  which  had  the;re,beei) 
depofited  by  the  king. 

On  this  news  the  difierent  columns  of  tlui 
army,  which  were  all  on  the  march,  were  af* 
fembledi  The  king  feparatcd  them  into,  fouc 
diviGons,  and  cantoned  th^nt  in  four  viUagfSj 
each  fufficiendy  near  to  the  other  for  tkerKttny 
%o  be  afTembled,  at  the  given  rendes^voA,  ii| 
lefs  than  an  hour.  The  king  took  up  his  quaj> 
ters  in  the  villages  of  Pogrel  tod  Al^n,'  from 

4 

which  he  difpatched  various  oncers  X£>  the  f  acr 
rifon  of  Ohlau,  to  inform  them  of  his  approach, 
and  to  draw  to  hirtiftlf  tw6  regiments  of  cuiraf- 

'.    "  (lersi 


THE   SiSTORT  OPM^  OWN   TIIS&ES.     I^Ir 

idtSy  who  had'  btdy  arriyed  ia  tfacfa  iKuts^ 
None  of  the  oiEccrs  could  get  thither^  becauTe 
of  the  enemy's  parties,  that  lofefted  the  country*. 
'Ac  niext  day^  the  fiiow  was  fo  heavy  that  ob- 
jeds  at  twenty  paces  dtftadce  fcarcely  could  ht 
diftinguifhed*  Intelligence  however  was  re« 
ceived  that  the  enemy,  bad  approached  Bfiegr 
tbd  the  bad  weigher  continued,  the  difficultiea 
of  the  Pruffians  muft  have  increafed.  Prqyi-* 
fions  began  to  be  (carce.  Ohlau  was  to  be  fuc* 
caoured;  aiK^  m  cafe  ofmisfioittme,  there  was  jm 
place  of  retreat : .  butf  dhaiK^e  ibpplied  the  waftC 

On  the  num'ow^ithk  1 6throf  Apnl;  the  wciathcr 
appeardd  dear  abd  ferene ;  .  and»  thoMgb  tho 
Ihow  was  two  §^0t  df  ep»  there  were  no  obftacles 
to  oppofe  any  undertakings  .ThC'4it9y  was 
aflembled,  at,  five  in  the  morning,  near  |h(  miU 
of  Pogrel.  It  codfifted  of  twenty-feveft  batta- 
lions, twenty-ninle  fquadroas  of  cavalry,  and 
three  of  hnflars.  It  began  its  march  in  five<x>- 
lumns.  The  artillery  was  in  the  center ;  thetwo 
next  were  columns  of  infantry ;  and  the  two 
wings  of  cavalry.  The  king  knew  that  the 
cavalry  of  the  enemy  was  fuperiour  to  that  of 
tfie  Pruffians^  to  obviate  which  incomrenience 
he  placed  two  battalions  of  grenadiers  between 
(he  fqD^drons  of  each  wing.     This  was  the  dif- 

pofition 


pofidon  made  by  Giiftavus  Addphus,  at  tbc 
btcde  of  Luczen,  and  wbicb,  according  to  all 
apptearancesy  will  never  more  be  praftifcd.  "*  tn 
tbi^  order  the  army  advanced  toward  the  enemy, 
following  the  road  which  leads  to  Ohlan. 

General  Rottemboorg,  who  led  the  van**' 
guard,  pafling  near  the  village  of  Pampitz, 
fo^  fome  twenty  prifoners,  who  confirmed  thd 
intelligence  which  the  peafants  of  the  village 
of  Molwitz  had  come  to  give  the  king;  which 
was  that  the  enemy's  army  was  cantoned  in 
Molwitz,  Grunigtn^mad  Hiinerea. 

As  foon  as  the  colunms  came  within  about 
two  thoufand  paces  of  Molwitz^  the  army  ex- 
tended itfelf  in  order  of  battle,  though  there 
was  no  appearance  of  an  enemy  in  the  field. 
The  right  was  to  be  fupported  by  the  village 
of  Hefrendorflf.  Schulenbourg,  who  com* 
TMXidti  the  cavalry  of  that  wing,  took  his  mea« 
fares  (o  aukwardly  that  he  did  not  arrive  there. 
Th^  left  was  fupported  by  the  rivulet  of 
Lauchwitz,  the  banks  of  which  are  marflby  and 
deep.  As  the  cavalry  of  the  right  however 
had  not  left  fufEcient  room,  for  the  infimtry^ 
three  battalions  were  obliged  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  jirft  line,  of  which  by  fome  lucky 
chance  a  flank  was  formed,  to  cover  the  right 
©f  the  two  toes  of  infantry.    This  difpofition 

was 
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was  the  principal  ca.ufe  of  viftorjr.  The  baggage 
was  flowed  near  the  village  oi  Fampkzy  tbom  a 
mile  behind  the  lines^  aad  it  was  coifered  bjT 
the  regiment  of  La  Motte»  whidi  juft  then 
joined  the  army  ♦•  Rottembourg  with  the  Ta|K. 
^ard  approached  Molwitz>  which  he  {aw  the 
Auflrians  leaving.  He  ought  to  have  attacked 
them  in  this  diforder^  if  he  had  not  received 
precife  orders  not  to  engage ;  he  chercfbre  re* 
turned  with  his  corps  to  the  ri^t  wing,  of 
which  it  was  a  part. 

It  may  appear  furprifing  that  an  experienced 
general,  like  marlhal  Neupei^,  (htmid  (uffer 
fatmfelf  to  be  furprifed  in  any  fuch  manner.  He 
however  was  excufable,  lie  had  given  orders, 
to  different  officers  of  huflars,  to  fcour  the 
country,  efpecially  toward  Brieg.  Whether  it 
were  the  refult  of  indolence  or  negligence,  thefe 
officers  did  not  do  their  duly,  and  the  marlhal 
had  no  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  the 
ling,  till  he  faw  his  army  in  order  of  bat^ 
tie  facing  his  cantonments.  Neuperg  vfs^ 
obliged  to  arrange  his  troops  while  played  upon 
by  the  Pruffian  artillery,  which  was  fcrved  widi 
promptitude  and  care.  The  right  wing  oi 
cavahry,  vinder  tlie  command  of  Rsemer/ 

ernvel. 
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Amwd  the  firiU    This  intelligent  and  deter-.- 
lyincd  officer  faw  that  the  right  wing  of  the 
ErqiSant  was  neard*  Molwitz  than  the  left,  and 
ff{v  tha^  if  he  kept  his  poft,  Neuperg  riiked 
tbf  ^lois  of^  the  battle,  before  the  left  of  his 
qivaUy  could  come  up ;    therefore,    without- 
waiuag.fojT  orders^  he  refolved  to  attack  the 
qg^  5>f  the  Fruiljans,    Schulenbourg,  to  gain : 
the  vUb^  of  Herrendorff)  made  an  ill^con^ 
q^ved<]wri»  wh$el  tp  the  right,  by^uadrons., 
Rammer  faw  this,  and  without  foiming  attacked^ 
the  wing,  that  Schulenbourg  commanded  full 
fyc^d^  in  a  column.    The  thirty  fquadrons  of 
the  queen's  troops,  led  by  him,  immediately- 
overturned  the  ten  Pruflian  fquadrons,  each  of 
which  prefented  its  left  flank.    This  routed 
cavalry,  pafling  by  and  between  the  lines  of 
infantry,  would  have  totally  broken  them,  had, 
t)iey  not  fired  upon  the  fugitives,  which  fire  at 
t]he  fame  time  ];epuired  the  enemy.    Rammer, 
was  kiUed  i,  but,  what  may  furprife  every  mili-. 
tary  nian  was  that,  the  two  battalions  of  grena-. 
diers,  who  had  been  placed  between  the  fqua- 
drons   of  the  right,    fingly  maintained  their 
|round, .  and  joined  the  right  of  the  infimtry  in. 
gpod  ordor« 

The  king,  who  thought  he  might  rally  ca- 
valry as  he  would  Aop  -a  pack  of  hounds,  was 

carried 
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carried  away  in  their  route  to  the  cmter  nf  tise 
army^  where  he  accompfiflied  the  laHying  of 
fome  fquadrons,  which  he  led  tx>  the  right. 
They  were  obliged  to  attaak  the  Aoftrians  in 
their  turn;  but  tiiefe  beaten  and  haftily-col* 
ieded  troops  did  not  long  make  head%  Thoy 
difbandedy  and  Schuienbovu^  periflibd  in  the 
dutfge.  The  vi<^orious  cavalry  thpi£mmg  oft 
die  ri^t  flank  of  die  Pruffian  infantry,  where 
as  we  have  faid  the  three  battalions  that .  cooM 
not  enter  into  the  firft  line  were  placed,  mad^ 
three  vigorous  atucks  on  thta  in^mtry.  .  The 
Auftrian  officers  fell  wounded  aniong  tibe  caaksp 
the  enemy's  horfemen  were  dtOnountsed  by  the 
bayonet;  and  the  bravery  ctf  the  infiinay  t/^ 
pelled  the  Auftrians,  who  loft  numy  mem 

Marihal  Neuperg  feized  this  moment.  HSs 
in£uitry  was  in  modon  to  attack  the  rig^t  of  the 
Pruflians,  unfiipported  by  cavahy.  Seeonded  by 
the  Atdlrian  horfe,  he  made  incredible  efforts  to 
break  the  ranks  of  the  Pruffians^  but  tne&c* 
tually.  This  brave  infantry  refifted  attacks  like 
a  rock,iand  by  their'fire  deftroyed  many  of  the 
^enemy. 

The  lelt  of  the  Pruffians  was  in  lefs  danger* 
•This  wing  which  they  had  refufed  the  tn&tnf, 
was  ftipported  by  the  rivulet  of  LauehwitE. 
-Beyond  this  marih  the    king's  .  cavalry    had 

z  charged 
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€bai|;ed  that  of  the  quecn^  and  was  vidoriom^ 
The  fire  gf  the  infimcry  on  the  rights  however^ 
continued  for  nearly  five  hours  to  be  very  hot  j 
the  foklien  bdgan  to  want  ammunition^  and 
robbed  the  cartridge  boxes  of  the  dead^  in 
order  to  obtain  powder.  The  crifis  was  fo 
great  that  the  oldeft  officers  thought  there  was 
no .  resource,  and  fbre&w  the  approaching  mo« 
tnent  when  this  corps^  deprived  of  ammunition^ 
would  be  oUiged  to  yield  to  the  enemy.  So 
however  did  ic  not  happen,  and  this  ought  to 
teach  young  commanders  not  to  defpair  too 
fooo;  ferdiein&ntry  not  only  maintained  iu 
gioondf  but  gained  upon  the  enemy.  Marihal 
Schwerint  who  perceived  this,  made  a  moticm 
with  his  left  which  he  brought  upon  the  right 
flank  of  the  Auftrians.  This  motion  was  the 
fignal  of  vidory,  and  of  the  enemy's  deficat. 
The  rout  was  totaL  Night  prevented  the 
Fruffians  fit>m  purfuing  their  advantages  £u:« 
tfaer  than  the  village  of  Lauchwite. 

Ten  fquadrods  from  Ohbui  now  arrived,  but 
too  late.  The  caufeway  which  they  hacf  to  pa£% 
had  been  barred  by  the  Auflrian  huflars,  wfa^ 
long  had  (lopped  them  there,  and  who  did  not 
abandon  the  place  till  they  faw  then:  army  routed. 
This  battle  coil  the  queen  of  Hungary  a  hun« 
dred  afid  eighty  officers^  and  feveo,  thoufand 

borit 
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l^rfe  and  foot,  killed.  The  enemy  Uikkvea 
pieces  of  caiinon,  three  ftandardls  and  twelve 
hundred  men  taken  ^urifoners.  The  PnHCaot 
enumerated  two  thoufand  five  hundred  dead, 
among  whom  was  the  margrave  Frederici  coufin 
of  the  king>  and  three  thoufand  wounded. 
The  firft  battalion  of  guards  firfbuned  the  prin* 
opal  effort  of  the  enemy,  loft  half  its  officers, 
and,  of  eight  hundred  men,  had  only  a  hundred 
and  eighty  capable  of  ferving  that  remained. 

The  battle  was  one  of  the  moft  memorable 
jof  the  prefent  century ;  becaufe  that  two  fm^ 
armies  then  decided  the  fiite  of  Silefia,  and 
becaufe  the  troops  of  the  king  there  acquired 
that  fame  of  which  they  never  can  be  deprived^ 
either  by  time  or  envy.  .  — ^'A 

The  reader  muft  no  doubt  have  remarked,  in 
the  relation  of  the  ppenlng  of  this  campaign^ 
that  it  is  difficult  to  fay  who  committed  the 
ftflft  fiiuks,  the  king  or  marlhal  Neuperg.  If 
the  projefts  of  the  Auftrian  general  were^fupe* 
lior,  execution  was  in  favour  of  the  Pruflians. 
The  plan  of  the  marfhal  was  judicious  and 
wife.  By  entering  Silefia  he^fepaiated  the 
king's  quarten,  penetrated  to  Neifs,  where 
Lnculus  joined  him,  and  was  on  the  point  nor 
only  of  feizing  the  royal  artillery,  but  of  carry - 
ipf  the Pn«Bian oaagadnes at fireflaii,  tbeonly 
6  niaga- 


•J 


148  .       ?l^otTat^M10V(S  wtMtjci. 


ttmgamAe$  :of  wbk3x  they  m^c  poflbflcd*  MtH 
the  marihaljB^hc  hnyefurprifed  tbe^lw^  tt 
>  Jiifftrodorffy  and  by  thia  fingle  ftnfte  Imvc 
tenoiiiiccti  the  w»r :  .he  migkt.from  Neiis  have 
carried  the  corps  of  the  duke  of  Hdfteuij 
which  wtsicutoQQd  only  at  the  diftaMc  of  a 
.mile*.  Had  he  been  a . little. more  adive  he 
mig^t  have  prevented  the  king  fi;om  ^pafllQg 
the  Neifle  at  Michelau.  From  Gro^p.i^ 
ought  to  have  marched  day  and  night  to  cakge 
Oblau»  and  cut  <^  the  king  from  Breflau< 
ilnftead  of  feizing  jthefe  opportunities,  by  ap 
unpardonable  fecurity^  he  (offered  h^n^lf  tp 
be  furpriiedi  and  was  beaten  chiefly ;  in  cooff  ^ 
quence  of  his  own  fault. 

The  king  afforded  fliU  greater  cauie  £or 
cenfure.  He  received  timely  intelligence  of 
the  plan  of  the  enemy,  to  prevei^  whic^  lie 
took  no  fufficientmeafures.  Infteafi  of  march- 
ing  to  Jagemdorff,  by  whicfar  he  dill  more  41' 
vided  his  troops,  he  ought  immediately  to-  ha^ 
affembled  his  whole  army,  aod  to;  have  .placni 
it  in  ,clofe  cantonments,  in  the  neighlxKi^ood 
of  Neiis*  He  fuffered  the  duke  of  Holfletn 
to  be  cue  off,  and  put  himfelf  to  the  nfCdSBiiy 

\  *  Tbe  word  mile  frequently' occurt^  and  it  is  to  be  pie^ 
filmed  it  always  figniiiefl  a  Cjerman  tmlcy  wUch  coDtaina 
(rdUB  <9V  tQ  fix,  otiafttt  taiiea  Snf Sih.    T* 
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of  fighting  in  a  fituation  from  which,  had  mif- 
fortune  come,  he  could  not  retreat;    and  in 
which  he  rifked  the  lofs  of  his  army,  and  being 
himfelf  taken.     Being  come  to  Molwitz,  where 
the  enemy  was  cantoned,  inftead  of  immediately 
preffing  his  march,  to  leparate  the  cantonments 
of  the  queen's  troops,  he  loft  two  hours  in  me- 
thodically forming  before  the  village,   where 
there  was  no  appearance  of  an  enemy.     Had 
he  only  attacked  the  village  of  Molwitz,  he 
tad  taken  the  whole  Auftrian  infantry,  in  much 
the  fame  manner  as  twenty-fbur  French  bat- 
tahons  were  taken  at  Blindheim :  but  he  pof- 
fefled  only  marfhal    Schwerin,    in  his  whole 
army,  who  was  a  man  of  genius,  and  an  expe- 
rienced general.     His  troops  had  all  pofliblc 
good  will,  but  they  were  acquainted  only  with 
the  inferior  parts  of  war ;   and  having  never 
been  in  a<5lion,  they  durft  only  creep,  fearful  of 
being  decifiVe.     The  real  falvation  of  the  Pruf- 
iians  was  their  bravery   and   their  difcipline. 
Molwitz  was  the  fchool  of  the  king,  and  of  his 
foldiers :  he  made  profound  reflcftions  on  all 
the  faults  he  had  committed,  and  endeavoured 
to  correft  himfelf  in  future. 

The  d\ike  of  Holftein  had  an  opportunity  of 

(iriking  a  grand  ftroke ;  but  occafions  on  him 

Svere  loft.      Not  having  received  any  orders 
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from  the  king,  he  had  marched,  without  vciy 
well  knowing  why,  from  Ottmachau  to  Strehlen. 
Here  he  was  on  the  very  day  of  battle,  and 
heard  the  firing  of  the  two  armies.  On  the 
nth  the  flying  Auftrian  troops  pafl[ed  within  A 
mile  of  his  poft.  He  might  have  deftroyed  tht 
remainder,  but  for  want  of  being  able  to  form 
any  refolution,  he  left  an  opea  field  to  marftial 
Neuperg,  who  aflembled  the  fugitives  on  thft 
other  fide  of  the  town  of  Neifs,  and  the  duke 
of  Holftein  very  contentedly  joined  the  king^s 
army  near  Ohlau.  After  this  junction,  and  the 
arrival  of  other  reinforcements,  the  whole  army 
confifted  of  forty-three  battalions,  fixty-fix 
fquadrons  of  cavalry,  and  three  of  huflTars. 

In  order  to  profit  by  the  viftory,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Brieg.  Marihal 
Kalckft:ein  was  charged  '  with  the  condudt  of 
this  fiegCy  and  the  army  of  the  king  encamped 
near  Molwitz,  to  cover  his  operations.  Eight 
days  after  the  trenches  were  opened  the  gover-» 
nor  Piccolomini  capitulated,  before  the  covered 
way  was  carried,  or  before  any  breach  had  been 
made  in  the  works.  The  army  remained  three 
weeks  encamped  at  Molwitz,  to  afford  time  to 
fill  up  the  trenches,  and  reviftual  Brieg,  the 
ammunition  of  which  had  aill  been  expended* 
The  king  profited  by  this  inactivity  to  exercifc 
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his  cavalry,  to  teach  it  to  manoeuvre,  and  to 
change  its  hcavinefs  into  celerity*  It  w^  often 
fent  in  divifions  diat  the  officers  might  learn  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ground,  and  acquire 
greater  confidence  in  themfelves* 

At  this  time  Winterfdd,  who  had  negotiated 
An  alliance  in  Ruffia,  performed  fo  remarkable 
an  aftion,  at  the  head  of  a  detachment,  that  he 
obtained  the  reputation  of  being  as  good  an 
officer  as  he  was  a  negotiator.  He  furprifed 
find  beat  general  Baranay,  at  Rothfchlot,  and 
took  three  hundred  prifoners.  As  the  Pruffians 
rnjoyed  the  countenance  of  the  country,  they 
obtained  the  beft  intelligence,  which  in  a  par- 
tifan  war  procured  them  various  advantages. 
We  (hall  not,  however,  relate  all  fimilar  fmall 
ftftions ;  for  inftance,  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  Auftrians  ruined,  near  Leubus,  a  new-raifed 
regiment  of  huflars  of  Bandemer,  took  about 
a  hundred  Ulans  near  Strehlen,  and  burnt 
Zobten,  or  how  the  Pruffians  beat  them  at 
Friedwalde,  and  in  other  rencontres ;  for  it  is 
Hot  our  intention  to  write  a  hiftory  of  the  huf- 
fars,  but  of  the  conqueft  of  Silefia. 

The  battle  by  which  this  conqueft  was  almoft 
decided    occafioned   very    different  fenfetions 
throughout  Europe.     The  court  of  Vienna,  in- 
exjpeftation  of  fuccefs,  was  irritated  and  jenraged 
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at  its  lofles.     In  hope  of  obtaining  revenge  it 
drew  troops,  and  a  numerous  militia,    from 
Hungary,    with  which  it  reinforced   marflial 
Neuperg.     The  kings  of  England  and  Poland 
began  to  refpeft  the  army  commanded  by  the 
prince  of  Anhalt,  which  at  firft  they  had  con- 
temned*    The  empire  flx)od  amazed,  as  it  were, 
to  learn  that  the  Auftrian  veterans  had  been 
defeated  by  fuch  raw  foldiers.    France  was  de  • 
lighted  at  the  news  of  this  vidtory :  its  court 
•flattered  itfelf  that,  by  taking  part  in  the  war,  it 
fliould  in  time  be  able  to  give  the  laft  blow  to 
the  houfe  of  Auflria.    In  confequence  of  this 
favourable  difpofition,  marflial  de  Belleifle,  am- 
baflador  from  France,  to  the  diet  of  ele6Uon, 
which  then  fat  at  Frankfort,  came  to  the  camp*, 
and  propofed  a  treaty    of   alliance,    on  the 
part  of  his  mafl:er,  to  the  king ;  the  principal 
articles  of  which  related  to  the  cledion  of  the 
cledtor  of  Bavaria,    the  difmemberment  and 
divifion  of  the  provinces  of  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary, and  the  guarantee  which  France  promifed 
for  Lx)vycr  Silefia,  on  condition  that  the  king 
would  renounce  the  fucceflion  of  the  dutchies 
of  Juliers  and  Berg,  and  promife  his  vote  for 
the  eledtor  of  Bavaria*     A  iketch  was  made  of  ' 

this 
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this  treaty ;  and  it  was  further  ftipulated  that 
France  ftiould  fend  two  armies  into  the  empire, 
one  of  which  (hould  march  to  fuccour  the 
eledor  of  Bavarja,  and  the  other  eftablifti  itfelf 
in  Weftphalia,  to  keep  both  tke  Hanoverians 
and  Saxons  in  awe;  and  finally  that,  in  pre* 
ference  to  ail  things,  Sweden  (hould  declare  war 
on  Ruffia,  to  give  the  latter  employment  in  the 
proteftion  of  its  own  frontiers. 

Advantageous  as  this  treaty  appeared,  it  was 
not  figned.  The  king  would  not  be  too  preci* 
pitate,  in  affair?  gf  fuch  grand  confequence, 
and  he  ref^rved  to  himfelf  the  Ubcrty  of  accede 
|ng  to  it  as  a  laft  tefource.  Marflial  de  Belleiile 
indulged  his  imagination  too  often.  Liilening 
to  him,  it  might  have  been  fuppofed  that  all 
the  provinces  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  were 
put  up  to  auiStion.  One  day,  in  company  with 
;he  kmg,  appearing  tp  be  more  thoughtful  and 
^bfent  than  ufual,  the  king  ^iK^d  him  if  he  had 
received  any  difagreeable  news.  ^*  None,"  re* 
plied  the  niarihal,  "  but  I  am  embarraffed  to 
^*  know  what  we  (hall  do  with  Moravia,"  The 
lung  propofed  it  (hould  be  given  to  Saxony, 
that  by  this  lure  the  king  of  Polan4  might  be 
drawn  into  the  grand  alliance.  The  m^rfhal 
thought  the  idea  admirable,  and  afterward  put 
it  in  execution. 
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The  negotiations  of  Pruflia  were  not  confined 
to  France  alone;  they  extended  to  Holland, 
England,  and  throughout  all  Europe.  The 
ling  having  thrown  out  fome  propofitions  in  a 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  England, 
the  latter  replied  that  it  was  true  his  engage- 
ments obliged  him  to  maintain  the  fucceflion  of 
Charles  VL  entire,  and  that  it  was  y/ixh  pain  he 
beheld  any  interruption  of  the  /good  intelli* 
gence  which  had  fubfifled  between  the  Pruffians 
and  Auftrian$ ;  that  however  he  would  willingly 
iuterpofe,  if  his  mediation  could  produce  a  re- 
conciliation between  the  two  courts.  He  fent 
lord  Hyndford  as  ambaifador  from  England, 
and  the  lieur  Schwichelt  as  Hanoverian  envoy. 
Thefe  two  negotiators,  though  in  the  fervice  of 
the  fame  prince,  had  received  very  different 
inftru(5tions.  The  Hanoverian  required  that; 
the  neutrality  of  his  mafter  Ihould  be  purchafed 
by  a  guarantee  of  the  biftiopricks  of  Hildefheim, 
Ofnabruck,  and  of  the  balliages  which  were 
mortgaged  to  him  in  Mecklenbourg.  A  coun- 
ter-projeft  was  given  him  in  which  the  interefts 
of  Pruflia  were  better  managed.  Hyndford 
offered  the  interpofition  of  his  mafter,  to  engage 
the  queen  of  Hungary  to  cede  fome  principali- 
ties of  Lower  Silefia ;  but  ^1}  formal  negotiation 
on  thcfi?  points  was  eludecf,  till  inftrudions  were 
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firft  rcceiYcd  relative  to  the  difpofitions  of  the 
court  of  Vienna.  Thefe  minifters  were  in  the 
king's  camp,  and  it  feemed  Angular  tliat  lord 
Hyndford  gave  greater  umbrage  to  Schwichelt 
than  marihal  de  Belleifle  ;  and  ftill  more  fingii- 
lar  that  the  Hanoverian  (hould,  as  he  did, 
nioft  efpecially  recommend  his  negotiations  to 
be  kept  fecret  from  the  Englifli  ambaflador. 

Thefe  Englilh  and  Hanoverians,  who  flat- 
tered the  king  in  his  camp,  wiflied  only  to  lull 
him  into  fecurity.  They  did  not  a<ft  thus  in 
the  other  courts  of  Europe.  In  Ruffia,  thp 
Englilh  minifter.  Finch,  fecretly  promoted 
war.  The  intrigues  of  Botta,  and  the  charms 
of  the  handfome  Lynar,  were  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  brave  Mvuiich.  The  prince  of 
Brunfwic,  general  in  chief  of  Ruffia,  incited  by 
^is  grandmother,  by  the  emprefs  dowager,  and. 
by  thofe  foreign  minifters,  who  were  fo  many 
firebrands,  would  have  engaged  Ruffia  to  de^ 
dare  immediate  war  againft  Pruffia.  Troops 
were  already  aifembling  in  Livonia,  of  which 
the  king  was  informed,  and  this  it  was  which 
made  him  fufped  the  Englifh,  whofe  duplicity 
he  difcovered.  Their  intrigues  had,  in  like 
manner,  extorted  a  letter  from  the  grand  Pen- 
Jfonary  of  Holland  *y  which  exhorted  the  king 

>  Prcfentcd  by  Ginkel,  June  ij. 
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to  withdraw  his  troops  from  Silefia.  Theft  "^ 
various  machinations  o(  the  Englifti,  and  cfpc- 
cially  what  was  forefeen  in  Ruffia^  finally  de- 
termined the  king  to  fign  the  treaty  with  France, 
on  the  conditions  which  had  been  ftipulated  by 
marfhal  de  Belleifle.  The  two  following  arti- 
cles were  added — That  the  French  (hould  be- 

ft 

gin  their  operations  before  the  end  of  Auguft ;     , 
and  that  this  treaty  fliould  be  kept  fecret  till 
its  publication  could  not  be  prejudicial  to  the 
interefts  of  Pruffia. 

No  time  was  loft  in  concluding  the  alliance ; 
expedition  was  neceflary ;  the  ill  will  of  the 
Ruffians  began  to  be  apparent.  Six  thoufand 
Danesy  and  fix  thoufand  Heffians,  to  whom 
England  granted  fubfidies,  were  added  to  the 
Hanoverian  forces  who  had  been  encamped 
ever  fince  the  month  of  April.  The  Saxons 
were  alfo  preparing,  and  it  was  in  agitation  to 
join  their  troops  to  thofe  of  Hanover.  Time, 
therefore,  only  could  be  gained  till  fuccours  v. 
fliould  arrive  from  France,  ty  amufing  as  much 
as  poffible  lord  Hyndford,  and  the  fieur  Schwi- 
chck,  that  they  might  no?  even  fufpeft  the 
^rea,ty  which  had  been  figned.  In  this  the  king 
and  his  minifters  were  fo  fuccefsful  that  the 
negotiation  with  thefe  ambafladors,  which  ap- 
peared always  on  the  point  of  conclufion,  conti- 
nually 
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aually  found  fome  new  impediment^  which  obr 
liged  lord  Hyndford  to  fend  for  more  ample  in- 
ilruftions  from  his  court.    It  was  ever  near  ux\   ,^ 
jcnd  but  never  ended,  i 

The  camp  of  the  king  feemed  to  have  be- 
come  a  congrefs  ;  but  the  army  was  put  in  mo* 
tion^  and  recovered  a  miliury  ak.  No  fooner 
was  Brieg  revidiialled  than  the  army  marched 
to  encamp  near  Grotkau.  Marlhal  Neuperg  wa» 
three  miles  diftant  from  that  place^  behind  the 
townofNeifs^  and  in  an  impenetrable  campt 
The  Pruffian  camp  was  changed  for  the  conve- 
nience of  fj4>fiftcncc ;  the  army  occupied  the 
heights  of  Strehlen,  from  whence,  by  approach- 
ing Breflau,  it  might  draw  provifions,  and  dry 
fodder  the  horfe  the  reft  of  the  campaign.  In 
this  poft  it  was  at  an  equal  diftance  from  Brieg 
and  Schwcidnitz,  and  covered  all  the  Lower 
Silcfia.  Advantage  was  taken,  of  the  eight  weeks 
which  it  remained  in  this  pofition,  to  recruit  th« 
infantry,  and  remount  the  cavalry ;  which  was 
performed  with  fo  much  fuccefs  that  the  army 
had  not  been  more  complete  than  it  then  was 
lince  it  had  taken  the  field. 

While  the  king  was  thus  employed  in  ren* 
dering  his  army  more  formidable,  marQial  Neu* 
perg  was  conceiving  plans  ^yhich  ifyould  hav? 
tieen  dangerou;s  had  time  been  left  him  to  put 

them 
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them  in  execution.  We  do  not  fuppofe  it  will 
be  here  unfeafonabic  to  relate  in  what  manner 
the  king  difcovered  thefe  plans.  In  Breflau 
there  was  a  confiderable  number  of  old  ladies, 

.  Batives  of  Aiiftria  and  Bohemia,  who  long  had 
been  fettled  in  Sileiia.  They  had  relations  at 
Vienna  and  P^gue,  fome  of  whom  ferved  in 
the  army  of  Ncuperg.  Auflxian  pride,  and  the 
fanaticifm  of  the  RomiQi  religion,  augmented 
their  attachment  to  the  queen    of  Hungary* 

,  They  ached  with  anger  at  the  very  name  of 
Pruffia :  they  caballed  in  fecret,  intrigued,  and 
held  a  correfpondence  with  the  vmy  of  the 
fnar(hal,  by  the  intervention  of  monks  and 
priefts  who  became  their  emiflaries,  and  were 
informed  of  all  the  defigns  of  the  enemy.  To 
ftrcngthen  their  party,  thefe  women  had  ap- 
pointed what  they  called  their  fittings,  which 
were  affemblies  held  almoft  every  evening,  and 
where  they  communicated  their  intelligence, 
and  deliberated  on  the  means  that  might  be 
employed  to  expel  an  army  of  heretics  out  of 
SileCa,  and  deflxoy  all  fuch  mifcreants.  The 
king  gained  intelligence  of  the  chief  things 
which  pafled  in  thefe  congregations,  and  hef 
fpared  no  pains  to  introduce  an  infidious  fifter 
into  their  affemblies,  who,  under  the  pretence 
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©f  hatred  to  the  Pruflians,  fliould  find  a  wel- 
come, and  inforni  him  of  all  their  plots. 

It  was  by  this  channel  that  intelligence  was 
obtained  that  marflial  Neuperg  propofed  by  his 
motions  to  draw  the  king  from  BrellaiH  to  re- 
turn thither  himfelf  by  forced  marches,  and,  by 
the  aid  of  the  information  he  obtained,  to  fei2:c 
on  that  capital.  This  would  be  to  take  from 
the  P  ruffians  all  their  magazines,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  cyt  off  their  'communication  with 
the  eledorate,  which  they  enjoyed  on  the  Oder. 
It  was  immediately  determined  to  foreftal  the 
enemy,  at  all  events ;  and,  with  refpeft  to  Bref- 
lau,  to  break  that  neutrality  which  the  magi- 
ftrates  themfelves  had  made  more  than  one  at- 
tempt to  infringe.  To  cffed  this,  the  fyndics 
and  iheriffs  the  mdi  attached  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  were  fent  for  to  the  camp  of  the  king* 
The  foreign  minifters  were  at  the  fame  time 
invited  thither,  that  their  perfons  ipight  not  be 
cxpofed  to  any  diforders  which  the  furprife 
might  occafion.  Some  battalions  were  de- 
tached, which,  by  different  routes,  arrived  in  the 
fuburb  *.  A  paffage  through  the  city  was  de- 
manded for  a  regiment.  While  it  entered  by 
pne  gate  a  cart  made  a  delay  at  another.  Three 

*  Aqguft  the  7th. 
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battalions  and  five  fquadrons  profited  by  this  to 
glide  into  the  city.  The  infantry  occupied  the 
ramparts  and  fquare^,  and  took  charge  of  the 
gates ;  the  cavalry  cleared  the  principal  flxeets  j 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  all  was  quiet.  Neither 
diforder^  pillage,  nor  murder  was  committed^ 
The  citizens  paid  homage.  Three  battalions 
continued  in  garrifon  *,  and  the  remainder  re- 
joined the  army.  Marlhal  Neuperg,  who  did 
not  fufpeft  he  was  difcov  ered,  had  marched 
toward  Frankenflein,  in  the  hope  that  the  king 
would  immediately  fall  upon  Neifs,  and  th^i 
he  then  might  execute  hi^  defign  on  Breflau ; 
but>  pe^rceiving  that  his  projeft  had  failed,  he 
Tviihed  tp  confole  himfelf  by  carrying  the  ma- 
gazine which  the  Pruflians  had  at  Schweidnitz» 
In  this  likewife  lie  was  difappointed,  by  being 
prevented.  The  van-guard  of  the  king  arrived 
$1  the  time  that  his  van  was  at  Reichenbach. 
The  Auftrians  beat  their  way  back,  and  retired 
toward  Frankenftein. 

The  king  was  joined  at  Reichenbach  by  new 
levies,  confifting  of  ten  fquadrons  of  dragoons, 
and  thirteen  of  hulTars.  The  marihal  had  chofen 
his  pofition  judicioully  :  he  maintained  a  com-i 
inunication    with    the    fortrefs  of   Neifs,  by 

♦  General  I^s^tz  wat  ap(K>tiittcl  governor 

fatfchkau  ^ 
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Patfchkau ;  drew  fubfiftence  out  of  Bbhemia, 
by  Glatz  ;  and  foraged  a  country  which  he 
could  not  prcferve.  His  right  was  fupported 
at  Frankenftein,  his  left  on  the  hills  not  fiir  from 
Silberberg,  and  two  rivulets  covered  his  front, 
and  fecured  all  approaches.  Difficul :!es  did 
but  animate  the  king  i  he  wilhed  to  have  the 
honour  of  making  the  Auilrians  decamp,  and 
drivUig  th^m  into  Upper  Silefia.  But  before 
we  come  to  this  operation,  it  will  not  be  ^titiif^ 
lirft  to  cad  a  glance  on  what  was  paifing  in  other 
parts  of  Europe. 

The  queen  of  Hungary  then  began  to  fee 
the  perils  by  which  (be  was  menaced.  The 
French  pafled  the  Rhine  and  coafled  the  Da- 
nube,  making  long  marches.  Fear  caufed  her 
pride  to  abate.  She  difpatched  Mr.  Robinfon, 
the  Englifh  ambaflador  at  her  court,  to  make 
fome  propofals  of  accommodation.  Robinfon, 
aiTuming  a  haughty  tone,  informed  the  king  that 
the  queen  wifhed  to  forget  the  paft ;  that  flie 
offered  him  Limbourg,  Spanifh  Guelderland, 
and  two  millions  of  crowns  to  liquidate  his  prc- 
tenfions  on  Silefia ;  on  condition  that  he  would 
make  peace,  and  that  his  troops  (hould  incef* 
fandy  evacuate  that  dutchy. 

This  ambaffador  was  a  kind  of  enthufiaft  with 
refped  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  negoti- 
ated 
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ated  whh  all  the  cmphafis  with  which  he  wouM 
have  harangticd  the  houfe  of  commons.  The 
king,  who  was  fufficiently  apt  at  perceiving  ridi* 
culc,  aflumcd  a  fimilar  tone,  and  replied  that— * 
*^  It  was  for  princes  who  had  no  fenfe  of  honouf 
*•  bafely  to  fell  their  rights  ;  that  fuch  propo- 
^  fitions  were  more  injurious  than  the  con-^ 
**  temptuous  haughtinefs  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
**  had  been  ;'*  and  with  a  louder  voice,  added, 
**  My  army  would  hold  me  unworthy  of  the 
^  command,  were  I  to  fign  a  difgraceful  trea* 
^  ty  and  lofe  the  advantages  it  has  given  m^ 
«*  by  afts  which  valour  has  rendered  immortal. 
*^  Know  farther  that  it  would  be  the  blacked  iii- 
^*  gratitude  to  abandon  my  new  fubjefts  ;  thofe 
*^  numerous  proteftants  whofe  wifhes  have 
•^  called  me  hither.  Would  you  have  me  yield 
*^  them  viftims  to  the  tyranny  of  their  perfecu* 
*^  tors  by  whom  they  would  be  facrificed  to 
*^  vengeance  ?  How  (hall  I,  in  one  fingle  day, 
•*  belie  all  the  fentiments  of  honour  and  pro* 
**  bity  with  which  I  was  born  ?  Were  I  ca- 
*^  pable  of  fo  cowardly,  fo  infamous  an  aft,  I 
«*  Ihould  imagine  I  beheld  my  anceftors  rile 
**  from  their  graves,  and  tell  me— Thou  art  no 
**  defccndant  of  ours.  It  is  thy  duty  to  com* 
«^  bat  for  the  rights  which  we  have  tranfmitted 
^  to  thee,  and  thefe  thou  haft  bartered ;  that  ho- 

^*  npur 


ff< 


THE   HtSTOHY   OF   MV  OWN   TIMES.      I43 

**  nour  which  we  have  left  thee  as  the  moft 
**  precious  part  of  thy  inheritance  haft  thou  alfo 
*^  bartered.  Unworthy  to  be  a  prince,  a  fo- 
vereign  prince,  thou  art  a  vile  trader,  who 
haft  preferred  gain  to  glory •^— But  no,  I  will 
"  never  merit  fuch-like  reproaches,  I  will  bury 
"  myfelf  and  my  army  under  the  ruins  of  Silefia> 
^*  fooner  than  permit  the  honour  and  renown  df 
**  the  Pruffian  name  to  fuflfer  the  faialleft  taint*. 
^  This,  fir,  is  the  anfwer  I  have  to  return." 

Robinfon  ftood  amazed  at  this  reply,  which 
he  little  expefted,  and  with  which  he  returned 
to  Vienna.  But  though  the  king  fent  back  the 
fanatic,  he  continued  to  flatter  lord  Hyndford, 
and  to  lull  him  into  perfeft  fecurity.  The  time 
for  difcovery  was  not  yet  come.  To  keep  well 
with  the  maritime  powers,  the  propofitions  of 
Robinfon  were  communicated  to  them.  The 
king's  refufal  was  palliated  by  alleging  that^ 
Rowing  the  barrier  treaty  tied  the  hands  of  the 
queen  of  Hungary,  the  ceflions  (he  would  have 
made  of  Limbourg  and  Guelderland  could  not 
be  accepted.  In  Holland,  particularly,  great 
ftrefs  was  laid  on  the  deference  in  which  the 
Jting  held  the  intereffe  of  that  republic ;  a  de- 
ference which  he  would  carry  even  fo  far  as  to 
cefufe  Brabant  itfelf^  were  it  offered. 

4  It 
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It  waft  about  this  pdiod  that  the  king  figncd 
the  treaty  with  Bavaria,  and  promifed  his  vote 
at  the  diet.  Thcfe  two  princes  tnutljally  gua- 
ranteed to  each  other  Silefia,  on  the  one  part^ 
auid,  on  the  other.  Upper  Auftria,  Tyrol,  Brif- 
gau,  and  Bohemia.  The  king  purchafed  o£ 
this  eledtor  the  principality  of  Glatz,  for  four 
hundred  thoufand  crowns,  which  the  Bavarian 
^Id,  although  he  never  had  it  in  his  pof-» 
fef&on. 

But  one  of  the  moft  advantageous  and  de- 
cifive  events  which  then  happened  broke  forth 
in  the  north.  Sweden  declared  war  on  Ruffia, 
and  by  this  diverfion  deflroyed  the  plans  of  the 
kings  of  England  and  Poland,  and  of  prince 
Anthony  Ulric  againft  Pruffia.  Auguftus, 
fallen  from  his  high  hopes  of  dividing  between 
himfelf  and  the  king  of  England  the  ftates  of 
Pruffia,  fwam  with  the  ftream ;  ivnd>  unable  to  do 
better,  leagued  with  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria  for 
'  the  annihilation  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Mar- 
(hal  de  Belleifle,  who  had  not  known  what  to  do 
with  Moravia  and  Obermannhartlberg,  erefted 
.  them  into  a  kingdom  and  beftowed  them  on  the 
Saxons;  who,  in  confequence  of  thefe  alms, 
(igned  the  treaty  on  the  31ft  of  Auguft. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  unable  any.  longer  to 

depend  on  the  intended  diverfion  of  the  Ruf- 

I  iians, 
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^ans,  and  prefled  on  every  fide,  fent  back  her 
EnglUh  negotiator  to  the  Pruflian  camp,  whi- 
ther he  brought  a  map  of  Silefia,  on  which,  with 
the  ftroke  of  a  pen,  the  ceffion  of  four  principa- 
lities was  indicated.  His  reception  was  cold ; 
and  he  was  given  to  underftand  that  what  might 
be  good  at  one  conjun&urc  might  at  another  be 
tlie  reverfe.  The  courts  of  London  and  Vienna 
liad  placed  too  much  dependance  on  the  fuc- 
cours  of  Ruffia.  According  to  their  calculation, 
the  king  mud  infallibly  be  humbled,  funken^ 
and  reduced,  on  his  knees,  to  requeft  peace  ; 
and  little  indeed  did  this  feil  of  happening.  Such 
are  the  fports  of  forttme,  fo  common  in  war, 
and  which  fo  often  put  the  conje£hiral  art  of  the 
moft  able  politicians  to  the  rout. 

The  French  and  Bavarians  were  already 
openly  in  aftion.  Auftria  was  entered.  The 
troops  approached  Lintz.  By  one  common 
and  unanimous  effort,  only,  could  they  hope  to 
fubdue  the  queen  of  Hungary.  This  was  not 
a  time  to  remain  with  folded  arms.  The  king, 
who  burnt  with  impatience  to  adt,  endeavoured 
to  cut  off  marlhal  Neuperg  from  the  fortrefs  of 
Meifs,  and  to  give  him  battle  on  his  march. 
This  projeft  was  not  ill  imagined,  but  it  failed 
in  execution.  Kalkftein  was  commanded  to 
march  haftily  with  t^nthoufand  men,  and  pon- 

VoL.  I.  PART  I.  L  toons. 
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toons^  to  the  village  of  Woitz,  there  to  throi^^ 
a  bridge  over,  in  order  that  the  army,  which 
would  fooH  follow,  might  find  a  paflage  on  its 
arrival.  He  departed  at  funfet,  marched  all 
liight,  and,  on  the  morrow,  found  himfelf  with- 
in cannon  (hot  of  the  camp.  Whether  it  were 
flownefs,  want  of  proper  difpofition,  or  that! 
the  roads  were  bad  and  fpoilt  by  the  rains  fo  as 
to  ftop  him;  the  army  outmarched  its  van- 
guard, and  arrived,  even  before  Kalkftein,  at  the 
camp  of  Toupadel  and  Siegroth.  This  loft  day 
could  not  be  recovered ;  the  king  himfelf 
marched  to  Woitz  ♦,  and  threw  his  bridges 
over  the  Neiffe ;  but  the  Auftrian  army  appeared 
drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  at  about  eight  hun- 
dred paces  fi"om  the  river.  From  fome  prifoners 
it  was  learnt  that  marflial  Neuperg  had  only  been 
there  a  few  hours  before  the  king.  The  army 
could  not  march  to  this  bridge  in  lefs  than  v^o ' 
hours.  It  might  have  been  pafled  if  the  enemy 
had  not  prevented  the  king ;  but  to  have  crofTed 
the  bridge  in  prefence  of  an  army,  which  cer- 
tainly muft  have  beaten  the  troops  in  detail, 
and  as  they  took  ground  to  form,  would  of  all 
imprudent  afts  have  been  the  moft  imprudent. 
This  was  the  caufe  that  it  was  determined,  for 

*  September  4th. 
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the  day,  tp  take  poft  on  the  heights  of  Woitz. 
Sdon  after  the  Pruffians  took  the  camp  of  Neu- 
dorff ;  and,  that  they  might  derive  their  fubfift- 
ence  from  Brieg,  they  afcertained  a  communica- 
tion, by  Occupying  the  pofts  of  Loewen  and 
Michelau. 

The  ftdrms  which  threatened  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  aAd  the  dangers  which  daily  became 
tnore  evident,  at  length  made  the  queen  of 
Hungary  ferioufly  determine  to  difencuiriber 
iierfelf  of  onfe  of  hfer  enemies,  and  break  the 
formidable  league  by  which  (he  muft  have  been 
overwhelmed.  She  was  fincere  in  her  requifi- 
tions  for  peace.  She  no  longer  cavilled  for  the 
city  of  Breflaii ;  ftie  only  infifted  on  preferving 
Neifs.  Lord  ftyndfofd,  who  then  negotiated 
in  her  name;  pretended  that  the  king,  in  fevour 
of  ceffions  fo  greit,  niuft  affift  the  queen  of 
Htirigary  with  his  whble  force.  To  this  the 
Tcii^  replied^  that  he  was  forry  he  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  rejefting  his  offers,  but  that  he 
tould  not  violate  the  faith  of  treaties  which  he 
liad  fo  lately  fign^d  with  France  and  Bavarja. 
So  great  was  iht  diftrefs  at  Vienna  that  the  Ba- 

r 

-Varians  wcfe  cvefy  moment  expefted  there^ 
Tlie  roads  fwarmed  with  none  but  fugitive  tra- 
Vellers :  the  court  was  about  to  depart.  Du  - 
ring  this  general  conftemation,  the   emprefs 

L  2  dowager 
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dowager  wrote  to  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
wic,  who  then  ferved  in  the  army,  the  ifollbw- 
ing  letter^  which  is  too  Angular  to  pafs  un- 
noticed. 

**  Vienna,  September  17,  1741. 

"  MY  DEAR  NEPHEW, 

<«  I  BREAK  that  cruel  filence  which  your 
*'  conduft  impofed  upon  me  by  ferving  againft 
"  us,  and  which  I  Ihould  not  do  had  I  any  other 
."  means  of  conjuring  the  king  of  Pruflia  to  re- 
"  ftore  me,  in  himfelf,  a  nephew  whom  I  no 
**  longer  can  call  dear,  and  worthy  of  efteem, 
"  after  the  affliftion  you  have  mutually  brought 
**  upon  me.  Confolation  is  in  the  power  of  the 
*^  king.  The  queen  my  daughter  will  grant 
^^  him  all  that  which  no  other  perfon  can  gua- 
**  rantee,  if  he  will  aid  to  reftore  her  to  a  ftate 
**  of  entire  tranquillity,  and  to  extinguifli  the 
"  fire  which  he  himfelf  has  kindled,  and  will 
''  not  affift  to  increafc  his  own  enemies ;  for 
''^  nothing  more  than  the  death  of  the  eleftor 
*^  Palatine  is  wanting  to  acquire  him  new  foes ; 
*^  fince  the  aggrandizement  of  Bavaria  and 
**  Saxony  will  not  allow  that  he  (hould  remain 
**  in  peaceable  pofTeffion  of  what  the  quetn  has 
**  relinquifhed  to  him  in  Silefia.  Perfuad^  th^ 
"  king,  therefore,  to  become  our  good  ally>  tp 
^  *  aflift  the  queen  with  troops  to  prefcrve  tbofe 

'*  (tatcs 
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^  ftates  the  poffeffion  of  which  Ihe  is  envied  by 

**  fo  many  enemies.     A  ftriA  alliance  between  v 

*'  the  two  houfes  would  be  to  their  mutual  ad- 

'^  vantage,    the  fituation  of  their  ftates  being 

<'  fuch  a$    to   aid  and  fbftain  their  reciprocal 

^f  rights.     I  wholly  rely  (Mi  your  rcprefentation, 

'^  and  on  the  high  qualities  of  the  king,  who, 

*^  having  drawn  fo  many  evils  on  us,  would 

*^  naturally  wi(h  to  have  himfelf  the  honour  of 

**  fnatching  us  from  the  precipice,  and  of  paying 

*?  feme  att-cntion  to  his  individual  intereft,  as 

*f  well  as  to  an  afflided  aunt  and  mother,  who 

*!  yet,  without  rancour,  is  able  to.fign  herfelf 

^*  your  affedlioi^ate  aunt, 

<'  ELIZABETH/' 

The  fubftance  of  prince  Ferdinand*^  reply  to 
the  emprefs  dowager  wa^  that  the  kiog  could 
not,  with  honour,  depart  from  the  engagements 
he  h^  ^nter^d  into  with  France  and  Bavaria ; 
that  h§  (incerely  pitied  the  emprefs;  that  he 
wifticd  he  was  able  to  change  her  fituation,  on 
which  he  had  compaffion,  but  that  the  time  of 
accommodation,  and  of  freely  afting  with  the 
court  of  Vienna,  was  paft.  A  few  days  after, 
another  letter  from  the  emprefs  dowager,  writ- 
ten to  prince  Louis  of  Brunfwic,  who  then  was 
in  Ruflia,  \yas  intercepted^^  in  which,  though 

L  3  the 
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ih?  ftyle  was  not  better,  there  was  more  fincc^ 
rity.     The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  lettexv 

.1 

**  Septcn)ber  ii,  I74i» 
^^  MY  DEAR  NEPHEW, 


€€ 


OUR.  affairs  have  taken  fo  defperafe;  a  tun^ 
*'  that  our  cafe  may  be  called  that  df  being,  ge- 
*^  nerally  abandoned.      W^   have  no  Jougei: 
*^  any  one  for  us.    What  may  cohfolc  lis  in  oui: 
"misfortune  h,  that  God  nuy  caft  morp.  th^H 
V  one  Pharaoh  into  the  Rtid-Boa,  and  confound' 
"  our  falfe  feeming  friends,  the  moft  of  whom 
**  cannot  any  longer  belicyc  in  a  God.    True 
ff  it  is  I  have  not  been,  hilled  by  fucti  felfc  ap- 
'*  pcaranccs ;  and  though  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria 
f  has  drawn  the  French  uppn  us,  and  drives 
'*  me  hence,  I  efteem  him  to  be  a  worthy  prince ; 
*'  he  has  not  adted  with  diffimulation  and  faHe-* 
^'  hood,  but  honeftly,  and  thewn  hiirtifetf  imme-' 
ff  diatcly.     I  doubt  whether  I  ihall  any  more 
"  date  from  this  place.    This  is  a  mournfoV 
f*  year.     Preferve  our  alliance,  and  beware  of 
**  falfe  and  apparent  friends.    I  am  your  aflfec- 
**  donate  aunt, 

«  ELIZABETH.'V 

The  ftyle  of  thefe  letters  difcovers  the  anger, 
of  the  court  of  Vienna  at  the  progrefs  of  the 

3  Pruffian$ 
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Pruffians  in  Silefia,  and  that  this  court  breathed 
only  vengeance*  But  what  language  is  here  > 
Whoever  attacks  the  houfe  of  Auftria  does  not 
believe  in  God  !  To  offer  peace  at  a  time  when 
there  is  liberty  to  make  peace,  and  to  refiife 
propofed  conditioBs,  after  otlier  treaties  have 
been  figned,  is  falfehood  and  perfidy  !  This  is 
the  language  of  felf-love  and  pride  fupprcfling 
truth  and  reafon.  Thus  the  alliance  formed 
againfl  the  Pragmatic  fandion  was  confidered 
at  Vienna  as  the  war  of  the  Titans,  who  would 
have  fcaled  the  heavens  to  dethrone  Jupiter. 

The  Swedes  were  not,  for  their  part,  fo  fuc- 
cefsful  as  their  allies.  A  detachment  of  twelve 
thoufand  men  had  been  cut  in  pieces  by  the 
RuQians,  near  Willmanflrand.  This  was  a 
confiderable  check  to  a  kingdom  enfeebled 
and  ruined  as  it  had  been  ever  iince  the  time 
of  Charles  XIL  France  was  mortified,  and 
propofed,  in  other  parts,  to  repair  that  re-^ 
verfe  of  fortune  which  her  allies  had  fuflained. 
She  intended  that  marfhal  Maillebois  with  the 
army  that  he  commanded  fliould  penetrate  into 
Hanover,  and  make  himfelf  mafler  of  that  elec- 
torate. The  king  at  this  time  committed  a 
great  error,  by  employing  his  whole  credit  to 
diiTuade  the  French  from  this  purpofe,  alleging 
?hat  fuch  an  enterprize  wovld  render  them 

L  4  odious 
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odious  to  all  Europe ;  would  make  every  prince 
of  Germany  revolt  agauift  th^m ;  and  tbatj  by 
employing  then;ifelves  09  ^  thing  of  little  im,** 
portance,  tjiey  would  negl^^  tb?.  principal  ob- 
jeft,  which  was  to  crufli  the  qyeeij  of  Hjungary 

with  their  whole  forces.  The  French  ought 
eafily  have  refuted  fu^h  feeble  reafoniijg.  Had 
they  at  that  time  taken  Hanover^  the  king  of 
England  never  could  have  m^e  diyorCon;?  on 
the  Rhine^  a,s  he  did  in  Flanders* 

Nothing  was  wanting  to  render  the  treaty 
which  the  king  had  entered  into  with  the  elcc? 
tor  of  Bavariia  perfeft  buf  the  guarantee  of 
France.  This  Mr.  de  Valori  was  preffed  to 
procure.  His  court  continued  to  dart  difficul- 
ties relative  to  the  ceflion  of  the  principality  of 
Glatz,  and  other  portions  of  Upper  Silefia.  It; 
happened,  as  he  was  fpejiking  to  the  king,  that; 
he  by  chance  let  fall  a  letter  from  his  pocket. 
The  king,  without  taking  any  notice,  put  his 
foot  upon  it,  and  difiniflTed  the  ambafladot: 
with  all  poJTible  expedition.  This  letter  was 
from  Mr,  Amelot,  the  fecretary  for  foreign 
affairs.  It  indicated  that  Glatz  and  Upper  Si- 
Icfia  fliould  not  be  guarantied  to  Pjruflia,  unlefs 
fbme  other  greater  inconvenience  ftiould  refult 
&om  refufal.    This  difcovery  being  made,  Mr, 

de 
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^c  Valori  was  obliged  to  accede  to  whatever 
was  propofed. 

The  dpfigns  of  the  French  on  Hanover  took 
vent^  and  prefently  came  to  the  ear  of  the  kmgj 
pf  England^  who  believed  his  eleftorate  loft. 
He  wanted  time  to  parry  this  blow  which  me- 
|iaced  him  (b  immediately.  The  meafures  he 
had  taken^  with  Ruffia  and  Saxony  having 
equally  failed,  he  became  ferious  in  endeavour- 
ing to  eftablUh  peace  between  die  king  of 
Pruffia  and  the  queen  of  Hungary.  \n  confc- 
quence  of  this  lord  Hyndford  repaired  to  the 
Auftrian  camp,  where  he  made  fuch  ftrong 
remonflrances  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and 
prefled  this  court  with  fo  much  energy,  by 
ihewing  that,  in  order  to  fave  the  remainder  of 
its  dates,  how  neceflary  it  was  feafonably  to  lofe 
a  part,  that  ^is  court  confented  to  the  ceffion 
of  Silefia,  as  well  as  of  the  town  of  Neifs,  and 
^  flip  of  Upper  Silefia,  renotincing  at  the  fame 
(ime  all  affiftance  againft  its  enemies.  The 
king,  who  knew  the  duplicity  of  the  Englifii  and 
Auftrians,  underftood  diefe  offers  to  be  fnares ; 
and,  that  he  might  not  be  amufed  by  fine  words^ 
which  would  have  kept  him  idle  in  his  camp^ 
he  flole  a  march  on  the  faemy,  pMTed  the 
NeifTe  at  Michelau,  and  encamped  the  next 
4ay  at  Katfcher,  \yhile  a  det^hment  feized  on 

Oppeln, 
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Oppcln^  which  w^  made  a  depofit  for  provi-t 
fions.  MaHhal  Nciiperg,  on  thefe  motionsji 
quitted  Neift,  and  inclined  toward  OpperfdorC 
The  king  turned  by  Friedland,  and  eBcampe4 
at  Steinau. 

Perhaps  thefe  different  manosuyres  accelcn 
rated  the  negotiation  of  lord  Hyndford.  He 
came  to  inform  the  king  that  his  negotiation 
bad  been  fo  fuccefsful  that  niarfhal  Neuperg 
^as  ready  to  abandon  Silefi%  provided  the  king 
woxild  verbally  declare  he  would  undertake? 
^otliing  againft  the  queen.  The  enemy  woul4 
reft  fatisfjed  wjth  a  ^ord,  by  whigh  Pruifia 
(hould  acquire  provinces^  and  the  troops  winter 
quarters^  after  having  been  &tigued  by  elevei^ 
months  operations^  The  temptation  was  ftrong. 
The  king  wiftied  to  try  what  might  be  the  refult 
of  this  conference.  He  fecretly  repaired  to 
Oberfchnellendorff^^  accompanied  only  by  co-. 
lonel  Goltz,  where  he  found  marlhal  Neupergi^ 
general  Lentulus,  and  lord  HyndfonL 

It  was  not  without  refledion  that  the  monarch 
took  this  ftep.  Though  he  had  fomb  cauTe 
of  complaint  againft  France,  this  was  not  fuffi-r 
dent  to  break  with  her.  He  knew  ft-om  expe- 
rience the  propenfities  of  the  court  of  Vienna : 
nothing  friendly  was  there  to  be  expefted.  It 
was  evident  that  the  queen  of  Hungary  acceded 

to 
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to  this  convention  pnly  tp  fow  diftruft  bctweea 
the  allien  ^Y  niaking  it  public.  It  therefqrc 
was  nec^ll'^ry  tp  exaft  i^Qin  (he  Aulbians,  as  a 
conditjoa  Jnf  qua  non,  that,  if  they  divulged 
the  Igaft  part  pf  the  ft^pulation^  agreed  on,  the 
|qng  (hQul4  be  authorifed  to  break  off  all  farther 
treaty.  The  king  was  certain  this  could  not 
ftiil  to  happen.  The  draught  of  the  ftipulations 
\^as  in  the  hand^s  of  lord  l^yndford,  as  aoibaiTa: 
flor  from  Eqg|^nd. .  It  v(9,s  agreed  that  Nei& 
ihould,  for  forrr^  f^ke,  he  beiicged;  but  that 
the  Pruffian  troops  (bould  not  be  difturbed  in 
their  quarters,  which  thej^  (hould  take  as  well 
in  Silefi^  as  in  Bohemia,  and  particularly  that, 
vuJefs  rigid  f^crefy  was  obfervcd,  every  thing 
^hat  had  been  agreed  on  (hould  be  to  all  intents^ 
and  purpofcs  nulL 

It  muft  be  acknowledged  that,  if  there  be 
iuch  a  tiding  as  &taUty,  it  was  efpecially  manifeft 
in  niarfhal  Neuperg,  >yho  feemed  deftined  to 
.conclude  the  ntipfl  humiliating  treaties  for  his 
fovereigps.  'Jf'he  marihal  foon  after  led  hisf 
anny  toward  Moravia.  The  fiege  of  Neifs 
was  immedi^ely  begun.  The  town  held  out 
only  twelve  days ;  nor  was  it  entirely  evacuated 
by  the  Auftrian  garrifon  before  the  Pruffian 
engineers  had  traced  new  works,  which  after* 
ward  clafl?d  it  aqiong  the  ftrong   towns   of 

Europe. 
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Europe.  The  place  being  taken,  the  army 
was  divided ;  one  part  marched  into  Bohemia, 
nnder  the  command  of  prince  Leopold  of 
Anhalt ;  fome  regiments  were  cmployeci  in  the 
blockade  of  Glarz,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  troops  of  Schwerin  took  up  their  quartern 
in  Upper  Silcfia. 

Francis  grand  duke  of  Tuftany,  who  was  at 
Prcfburg,  flattering  hunfelf  that  the  king  would 
regard  thefe  parKes  as  treaties  of  peace,  wrote 
to  demand  his  vote  at  the  Imperial  cle6ti.on# 
The  anfwer  returned  was  civil,  but  conceived 
in  a  ftyle  fo  obfcure  and  perplexed  that  the 
author  himfelf  underftood  nothing  of  what  he 
had  written.  The  campaig^n  terminated  eleven 
months  after  the  entrance  into  Silcfia ;  and  the 
king,  after  receiving  the  homage  of  his  new 
fubje<5ls  at  Breflau,  returned  from  thence  to 
Berlin.  He  began  to  underftand  the  trade  of 
war  by  the  faults  he  had  committed ;  but  the 
difficulties  he  had  furmounted  formed  but  a 
part  of  thofc  which  ftill  remained  to  be  vau- 
quifhed,  before  the  finifhing  hand  could  be  put 
to  the  grand  work  which  he  had  undertaken. 
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CHAP.        IV. 

jPviilical  Req/bns  of  the  ^ruce.  War  of  thi 
French  and  Bavarians  in  Bohemia.  Spain  de- 
clares againji  Aujiria.  ,  Diet  of  the  Empire. 
Revolution  in  RuJJia.     Various  Negotiations. ' 

NO  T  to  interrupt  the  narrative  of  military 
events,  we  (hall  fatisfy  ourfelves  with 
only  fuccihftly  touching  on  the  caufes  which 
Occafioned  this  kind  of  fufpenfion  of  arms  be- 
tween Pruffia  and  Auftria.  The  fubjeft  is  de- 
licate. The  conduft  of  the  king  was  liable  to 
cenfure.  It  is  neceflary,*  therefore,  to  develope 
the  moft  fecret  motives.  The  reader  will  par- 
don our  beginning  at  the  fource,  in  order  to 
be  the  more  clear. 

'  The  purport  of  die  war  which  the  king  had 
undertaken  was  the  contjueft  of  Silefia ;  the  en- 
gagements into  which  he  had  entered  with 
Bavaria  tnd  France  were  but  to  accomplifh  this 
gra'nd*  objedt.  But  France  ind  her  allies  had 
Very  different  views.  The  miniftry  of  Ver- 
falUes  were  perfuaded  that  the  period  of  the 
Auftrian  power  was  come,  and  that  it  was  loon 
to  be  for  ever  d^ftroyed.  This  miniftry  wiftied 
CO  raife  four  fovereigns  on  the  ruins  of  that 
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empire,  the  forces  of  whom  might  reciprocally 
balance  each  bther  j  that  is  to  fay  the  queen 
of  Hungary,  who  was  to  keep  tliat  king- 
doin,  Auflxia,  Styria,  Carinthia,  and  Carniola ; 
the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  ftiould  become 
mailer  of  Bohemia,  Tyrol,  and  Brifgau ;  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  who  (hould  acquire  Lower* 
Silefia ;  and  the  eleftor  of  Saxony,  who  (hould 
have  Upper  Silefia,  and  Moravia,  in  additioh 
to  his  other  poffeffions.  Four  fuch  neighbours 
never  could  long  have  agreed,  and  France  was 
preparing  to  ad  the  part  of  arbitrator,  and  to  go- 
vern defpots  which  fhe  herfelf  had  created.  This 
would  have  been  to  have  renewed  the  politics 
of  the  Romans  in  the  moft  flourifliing  period 
of  their  republic. 

This  projeft  was  incompatible  With  the  liber- 
ties of  Germany,  and  in  no  wife  fuitcd  the  king, 
who  laboured  for  the  elevation  of  his  houfe, 
and  who  was  far  from  wiftiing  to  facrifice  his 
troops  to  gain  experience,  or  to  raife  i#p  rivals 
to  himfclf.  Had  the  king  become  the  fervile 
inftrument  of  French  politics,  he  would  have 
prepared  the  yoke  which  he  muft  have  worn ; 
he  would  have  done  every  thing  for  France, 
and  nothing  for  Pruffia;  and  perhaps  Louis 
XV.  would  have  realifed  that  univerfal  mo- 
narchy,  the  chimerical  projeft  of  which  has 

been 
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been  attributed  to  Charles  V.  Let  us  add, 
fince  the  truth  mull  be  fpoken>  that  had  the  king 
fecondcd,  with  all  vigour,  the  operations  of  the 
French  troops,  he  would  have  been  fubjefted 
by  their  excefs  of  good  fortune ;  from  an  ally 
he  would  have  become  a  fubjeft ;  would  have 
been  carried  farther  than  he  intended;  and 
would  have  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  confenting  to  every  wifli  of  France;  not 
having  the  power  to  refift,  or  to  find  allies  who  yj 
might  rid  him  of  fuch  flavery. 

Prudence  therefore  feemed  to  require  tliat 
the  king  (hould  hold  a  medium  conduA,  by 
which  he  might  eilablifh  a  kind  of  equilibrium 
between  the  houfes^  of  Aufbria  and  Bourbonw 
The  queen  of  Hungary  was  on  the  brink  of 
the  precipice.  The  truce  gave  her  time  to 
breathe,  and  the  king  was  certain  he  might 
break  it,  whenever  he  fhould  think  proper, 
becaufe  that  the  politics  of  the  court  of  Viema^,,_y 
would  induce  her  to  divulge  the  fecret^^^/JIct 
us  add,  for  the  entire  juftification  of  the  king, 
that  he  had  difcovered  the  fecret  connec* 
tioiis  which  cardinal  de  Fleuri  maintained  with 
Mr.  de  Stainville,  ambaflfador  from  the  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany,  at  Vienna.  He  knew  that 
the  cardinal  was  difpofed  to  facrifice  the  allies 
of  France,  Ihould  the  court  of  Vienna  offer 

kim 
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him  Luxembourg  and  a  part  of  Brabant,  it 
was  rcquifite  therefore  to  mandeuvre  adroitly ; 
and  cfpccially  not  to  bfe  outwitted  by  an  old 
politician,  who  in  the  laft  war  had  fported  witE 
more  than  one  crowned  head. 

The  event  foon  juftified  all  that  the  king  haa 
forefeen  of  the  indifcretion  of  the  court 'of 
Vienna.  The  j5retended  treaty  with  Pruffii 
Was  divulged  itt  Saxony,  Bavaria,  at  Frankfort 
On  the  Maih,  and  whereVer  thlt  court  had 
ftniffiries.  Courtt  Pbdowils,  miriifter  for  foreign 
affairs,  had  been  charged  to  pafs  through  Drefi 
den  as  he  returned  from  Silefia,  that  he  might 
fotind  that  court,  which  had  inceffantly  indi- 
cated^ great  jealoufy  and  ill-\vill,  conceirning 
whatever  interefted  Pruflia.  He  there  found 
marihal  de*  Belleifle,  enraged  at  what  he  had 
juft  heard  from  oAe  Kbch,  ah  emiflary  of  the 
court  of  Vienna,  who,  after  having  made  pro- 
portions of  peace,  which  the  rtiarlhal  rejefted; 
declared  to  him  that  his  court  had,  at  all  events, 
come  to  an  accommodation  with  the  king  of 
Pruflia.  Still  further,  the  city  of  Drefden  was 
inundatfed  by  Hand  -  bills,  which  advifed  the 
Saxons  to  fufpend  the  march  of  their  troops 
for  Bohemijt ;  becaufe  that  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
being  reconciled  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  was 
preparing  to  invade  Lufatia.  The  clouded 
4  timidity 
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timidity  of  count  Bmhl  was  encouraged  by  thb 
daring  fortitude  of  count  Pbdbwils^  and  tlie 
Saxons  marched  for  Bohemia; 

In  the  mean  time^  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria 
conEimunicated  a  letter  to  th^  king^  from  the 
emprefs  Amelia^  who  exhorted  him  to  comb 
to  an  accommodation  with  the  queen  of  Hun<*> 
gary>  by  the  month  of  December;  other- 
wifej  that  princefs  would  be  obliged  to  ratify 
preliminaries,  which  were  ftipulated  between 
herfelf  and  the  Pruffiansk  This  conduft  of  the 
court  of  Vienna  releafed  the  king  from  all  his 
engagements.  We  (hail  hereafter  fee  that  this 
court  paid  dearly  for  its  indifcretion. 

The  theatre  of  war>  during  thefe  ntff^ih- 
dons,  had  often  chang^;  It  feemed  as  if 
armies  had  all  appointed  a  general  rendezvous 
in  Bohemia.  The  eleftor  of  Bavaria  was  with- 
in  two  days  march  of  Vienna :  had  he  pro* 
ceeded>  he  would  have  been  at  the  gates  of 
that  capital;  which,  ill-fupplied  with  troops^ 
could  have  made  but  feeble  oppofition.  The 
eledor  abandoned  this  grand  objed,  from  the 
puerile  apprehenfion  that  the  Saxohs,  being 
left  abne  in  Bohemia,  might  conquer  and  keep 
that  kingdom.  The  French,  with  ill-conceived 
finefle,  imagined  that  the  eleftor,  by  taking 
Vienna,  would  become  too  powerful ;  for  which 
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^eafon  they  fortified  him  in  his  fufpicion  of  the 
Saxons.  This  capi^^l  f^u^t  was  the  foxircc  of 
all  the  misfortunes  that  siterward  overwhelmed 
Bavaria.  The  army  of  French  and  B^v^rjans 
was  divided.  Fifteen  diouCand  men  were  coa- 
tided  to  14*  de  Scgur^  that  he  might  cover 
Aufbria  a.nd  the  cle^orate;  and  the  eledor, 
with  the  chief  of  his  fprces,  feized  oi^  Tabor 
and  Budweis,  and  m^ched  immediately  for 
Fragile^  vberp  they  weri^  joined  by  the  Saxons, 
as  well  as  by  M.  de  Qafljon;  the  fonder 
coming  from  Lowofitz,  the  latter  from  Pilfen. 
Marfhal  Taerring*  and  M*  de  la  Leuville, 
who  commanded  at  Tabor  and  Budweis^ 
abandoned  thofe  towns  at  the  approach  of  the 
Auflrians ;  in  which  thf  enemy  not  only  finind 
a  confiderable  magazine^  but  by  their  then 
portion  M.  de  Segur  perceived  himfelf  cut  off 
from  the  army  of  Bohemia.  Marlhal  Neuperg 
and  prince  Lobkowit^^  who  both  came  from 
Moravia,  fortified  themfelves  in  thia  poft.  The 
cleftor  of  Bavaria^  who  then  lay  before  Pr^uc, 
unable  to  befiege  the  city  in  form, .  bccaufe  of 
the  feverity  of  the  feafon,  determined  to  take 
it  by  furprife.  The  circumference  of  the  place 
was  vaft,  and  the  garrifon  was  too  feeble  for  its 
defence.  By  multiplying  the  attacks  it  miiffe 
neceflarily  happen  that  fome  part  of  the  city 
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MroxAd  be  fbutid  tvithout  refiftance,.  afid  heiv 
it  miijifct  be  carried.     Prigiie  wa4  riiertfbit 
it&ulml  on  thret  difibrent  fide!;.    Ocninc  San 
fcated  the  flawiked  angle  off  the  baftion  lof  St^ 
Nicholas,  tfc)>Martl  the  new   gate;  he  lowered 
the  drawbridge^    suid  introduced  the  cavailry 
through  that  gate,  who,  clearing  the  ftreets', 
obliged  i!he  gstrtifoA  to  abandon  the  gate  of  St. 
Charles>  which  count  Rutowfty  vainly  endea- 
voured t6  force*    fie  did  not  make  his  aflauk 
till  the  toeiny  had  quitted  the  rampart.    The 
nuttibers  of  theit  enemies  obliged  the  Auftrianfe 
to  lay  di^Wtt  thtir  artos.    The  third  attack, 
trhich  was  under  the  diredion  of  M.  de  Po* 
laflxoti,  t<Kdly  failed* 

The  duke  of  Lotraine,  grand  duke  of  Tuf- 
tany,  determked  at  that  time  to  head  his 
tfimieSi  and  advanced  by  hafty  marches  to  fuc- 
cour  Prague.  iScattdy  had  he  arrived  at  K6- 
fiigflad  before  hi^  received  intelligence  that  the 
mllies  Were  already  ifiafters  of  the  place.  This 
was  a  thunderbolt ;  he  rocumed  with  precipita^ 
don,  and  his  returh  was  lefs  a  retreat  than  x 
flight*  The  foidiers  dUbanded,  pillaged  the 
villages,  and  dcferted  in  bodies  to  the  French. 
Marfhals  Neuperg  and  Lobkowitz  took  refuge 
with  their  difcouraged  troops  behind  the  mariheft 
of  Budweis,  Tabor,  Neuhaus,  and  Wittengau ; 
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the  famous  camps  where  Zifka>  the  chief  of  the 
HuflStes,  braved  the  whole  forces  of  his  ene- 
mies.   Marfhal  Belleifle»  who  had  been  de» 
tained  at  Drefden  by  the  fdatica  fo  long  as 
affdrs  appeared  to  remain  critical  in  Bohemia^ 
immediately  fet  off  for  Prague,  after  its  reduc- 
tion.   He  detached  Polaftron  to  Teutfchbrod, 
and  count  Saxe  to  Picheli,  to  clear  the  banks 
of  the  Safawa ;  and  d'Aubign^  inclined  toward 
the  Wotawa,  with  twenty  battalions  and  thirty 
fquadrons.    The  intention  of  the  marfhal  was 
to  pxifli  forward  to  Budweis,  but  the  xircum* 
fpedtion  of  this  general  ftopt  him  (hort  at  Pi- 
feck.    Thus  the  inadivity  of  the  French  ge- 
nerals gave  the  Auflrians  time  to  breathe,  and 
to  fortify  diemfelves  in  their  quarters.    Marfhal 
Belleifle,  who  was  more  flattered  by  the  embaf- 
lies  he  undertook  than  the  conunand  oi  armies, 
fent  to  inform  the  cardinal  that  his  health  would 
not  permit  him  to  fuftain  the  fatigues  of  « 
campaign,  and  requefled  to  be  relieved.     The 
cardinal  therefore  gave  the  command  to  marfhal 
de  Broglio,  enfeebled  as  he  had  been  by  two 
Apoplexies ;  but,  being  then  at  Strafbourg,  of 
which  he  was  governor,  he  appeared  to  be  the 
general  who  could  join  the  army  in  Bohemia 
with  the  greateft  fpecd. 

The 
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The  marfhal  no  fooner  arrived  than  he  quar- 
relled with  de  Belleille^  and  changed  all  the 
difpofitions  of  his  predeceflbr.  He  collefted  a 
large  body  of  troops,  with  which  he  repaired 
u>  Pifeck.  The  grand  duke  made  pietence^ 
to  attack.  His  attempt  was  fruitlefs.  Lob- 
kowitz  fucceeded  no  better  on  Frauenberg. 
The  Auftrians  at  length,  fatigued  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  returned  to  their  qiaarters.  The  French, 
vrho  loved  their  conveniences,  took  it  very  ill 
of  the  enemy  to  difturb  them  fo  often.  They 
would  have  been  very  glad  that  the  Prullians 
had  advanced  to  cover  them ;  but  an  idiot  only 
would  have  agreed  to  fuch  a  propoiition.  M. 
de  Valori,  the  French  ambaflador  at  Berlin, 
exhaufted  himfelf  in  complaints.  He  affirmed 
that  the  Gennans,  who  were  good  for  nothing 
but  to  fight,  ought  to  tilt  with  the  Auftrians,  to 
give  rcpofe  to  the  French,  who  were  in  every 
refpeft  their  fuperiors.  He  was  quietly  heard, 
till  he  at  laft  wearied  himfelf  with  vain  impor* 
tunities. 

So  many  powers  allied  againfl  the  houfe  of 
Aufbia,  defirous  of  dividing  its  fpoils,  had  ex- 
cited the  cupidity  of  princes  who  hitherto  had 
remained  in  tranquillity,  Spain  would  not 
contmue  idle,  while  every  body  dreamt  of 
aggnuuUzement.    The  queen  of  Spain,  a  prin* 
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cefs  of  Parma,  fonn^.  pre^enfipa^  on  that 
principality^  and  on  Fkcenza>  wbi^gh  (he,  caUed 
her  under  petticoat,  there  to  fix.  her  fecond 
fon,  don  Philip.  She  fent  twenty  thowfimd 
Spaniards,  under  the  coromand  of  Mont«naar^ 
through  the  kingdoni  o£  maf)l«i>  at  tiiQ  femo 
time  that  don  Philip,  wiiih  aflotfeer  corps,  paflfed; 
through  Dauphiny  apd  Savoy,  to.  fmfxruc  in- 
to Lombardy.  Thw  the  fir^e-,  wbich.  in  it* 
origin  feemcd  to  be  but  ^  fp^rk  ift  Silqfi^  coon 
tinued  to  fpread  from  kingdom  tt>  kingciopi^^ 
a^  prefe^itly  fet  aU  Eprope  i^  flames^ 

While  fq  nfiany  armies  were.  mth^F  ccmmilb 
ting  fqllic^s,  wi^;  ]^Cpe<3:  ^  eaph  o^iw,  tbitti\ 
performing  heroic  2^ops,  the  di^K  of  the  enh^ 
pire,  which  wa$  affembJed  at  Fjcankfort  fee  tte 
eledion  of  ^  emperor,,  loft  its  ti|»ft  ift  frivolous 
deliberation ;  and,  inftead  of  ele&i;^  ai  clrief> 
difpMted,  concerning  robes  and  gold,  lajpi?;  which 
fecondary  ambaffador^  pretended  thqri  had  aj 
great  a  right  to  wear  as  thofe.of  the  fitit  ookr^. 
The  diet  was  divided  into  twp  fa6lions.  Xb^onc^ 
confifte4  of  fanatital  partifan^  of  the  qvjeea  of 
Hungary,  the  other  of  her  outrageous  enemie^^ 
The  firft  weir^  for  eleding  the  grand  dvikfi>  the 
fecond  were  as  obftinately  bent  on  thej  defStor, 
of  Bavaria,  Fortune  ftill  favoured  the  arms  of 
the  allies,  and  the  latter  gained  the  afccndancy 
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by  which  fortune  is  alwayi  fottewdd.    Thft  diet 
however  made  but  a  flow  progrefs. 

To  form  ah  idea'  of  this  aflembl;)'^  and  the 
tedioufnefs  of  its  deliberations,  a  ftetch  of  it 
may  not  be  mal-apropos.  Thci  golden  bull  is 
i'egarded  as  the  ftmdamental  law  of  Cjermany ; 
to  that  appeals  are  made  on  every  occafion ; 
arid,  if  there  be  any  chicanery,  it  arifes  from 
the  mariner  in  which  this  bull  is  explained. 
The  princes  therefore  choofe  thofe  dodors  who 
al-e  beft  read  in  this  kw,  the  heavieft  pedants, 
jmd  fhbfe  who  are  moft  tonfummate  in  all  the 
J)unftilios  of  formality,  and  fend  th^m  as  their 
reprefentatives  to  thefe  general  affemblies.  Such 
civilian?  difcufs  forms,  but  with  a  fpirit  too 
bounded' t'oconfiderobjefts  in  the  yrhole.  They 
arc  inroxicated  with  their  dignity,  and  thinly 
they  enjoy  the  fame  power  that  was  enjoyed  by 
that  auguft  body  in  the  time  of  Charles  of 
Luxembourg. 

In  fine  the  diet,  on  the  firit  of  t)ecj5mbcr 
1 741,  was  no  further  advanced  than  it  had  been 
before  the  convocation  of  that  illuftrious  af» 
fembly.  Had  the  Auftrians'  been'  fuccefsfbl  in 
the  field,  the  grand  duke  would  have  had  d 
pliirility  of  votSs:.  Undct  fuch'circumftance$ 
it  was  necelfary  tb  cut  fhort'  the  cleftion,  and 
fake  idvailtage  o^  the  fupenonty  of  votes,  to 
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prevent  the  Imperial  dignity  becoming  here- 
ditary in  the  new  houfe  of  Atiftria^  by  r^ng 
another  family  (o  the  throne.  To  attain  this 
end,  the  )dqg  propofed  to  appoint  a  limited 
term  for  the  day  of  clcftion.  This  expedient 
was  approved,  and  the  diet  fixed  on  the  24th  of 
January,  1742. 

This  diet  and  its  deliberations  made  lefs  im* 
preflion  on  the  king  of  England  than  nv^tters 
which  concerned  him  more  nearly.  The  dr^ 
he  had  of  the  army  of  Maillebois,  which  mer 
naced  his  electorate,  was  fo  great  that  he  de-: 
termined  to  a(5^  the  fuppliant  at  Verfai|les,  for 
the  guarantee  of  his  pofleffions.  He  fent  his 
minifter  Hardenberg  thither,  to  iign  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  France.  Cardinal  de  Fleuri 
afked  the  king  of  Prui&a  what  he  ^ugured  froni 
this  negotiation  ;  who  anfwered,  it  was  danger- 
ous to  half  offend,  and  ;hat  whoever  threatened 
ought  to  (Irike.  The  cardinal,  rather  cunning 
^han  refohite,  had  i^ot  a  charad^er  fuficiently 
mafculine  to  be  dccifive.  He  thought  he 
yielded  nothing  to  chance,  while  he  kept  things 
in  fufp^nfe,  and  iigned  the  treaty.  Such 
tempori2;ing  and  mitigated  condud  has  often 
been  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of  France ;  but 
nature  difpenfes  her  gifts  as  fhc  pleafcs.  He 
en  whom  (he  bcftows  boldnefs  cannot  be  timid; 

and 
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^nd  h^  who  13  bom  too  cirfnimfpcd):  is  incapable 
of  being  audaciQua. 

This  ypar  fccmed  to  be  th^  epocha  of  grand 
events.  AU  Europe  was  at  war  for  the  diviiion 
of  a  litigated  fucceffion.  The  reprefentatives 
qf  princes  were  aflembled  to  eleft  an  emperor 
who  (hould  not  be  of  the  hQufe  of  Auftria ;  and, 
in  I^Vlffi^  ^(^  yoimg  emperor,  who  was  flill  in 
his  cradlp,  was  dethroned  by  a  revolution  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  princefs  Elizabeth.  A  furgeon*, 
by  birt)^  a  Frenchman^  a  mufician,  a  gentleman 
of  the  chamber,  and  a  hundred  of  the  PreobraT- 
zenikqi  guards,  corrupted  by  the  money  of 
FrancC)  conducted  Elizabeth  to  the  Imperial 
|>alace,  the  guards  g(  which  they  fufprifed  and 
difarmed.  The  young  emperor,  his  &di^r 
prince  Anthony  of  Brunfwic,  and  his  mother 
^he  princefs  of  Mecl^enbourg,  were  arretted. 
The  troops  Y^ere  aflpmbl^d  and  fwore  fidelity  to 
^lizabethi  whom  they  acknowledged  for  their 
emprefs.  The  vinfortunate  family  was  (hut  up 
in  the  prifons  of  Riga,  and  Oftermann,  after 
having  been  treated  with  ignominy,  was  ba- 
ni(hed  into  Siberia ;  all  which  was  the  work 
pnly  of  a  few  hours*    France,  hoping  to  profit 

*  Lcffloc. 
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by  this  revolutioih  which  the  had  accomplifiied^ 
prefcntly  faw  fuch  hopes  vamQl. 

The  defign  of  tdrdinal  de  Flciiri  was  to  re- 
trieve Sweden  from  the  ra(h  ftcp  he  occafioned 
that  nation  to  take.  He  thought  that  a  change 
of  fovereign  in:  Rttflia  might  render  the  new 
monarch  inclined  to  conclude  a  favourable 
peace.  With  this  intent,  he  fent  one  d^Avennes, 
with  verbal  orders,  to  the  marquis  de  la  Che- 
tardie,  the  French  atobaflador  at  Petersburg, 
that  he  might  employ  all  poffible  means  to 
overthrow  the  regent,  and  the  generaliffimo. 
Such  enterprifesi  which  would  appear  rafh  iri 
other  governments,  may  fometimes  be  accom- 
pliihcd  in  Ruflta.  The  national  fpiritis  inclinedf 
to  revolt.  The  RuflSans,  in  common  widi 
other  people,  are  ditfatisfied  with  the  prefenr 
and  hopfe  better*  from  the  future.  The  regtnt 
had  rendered  herfelf  odious,  by  the  weaknefles 
(he  had  indulged  in  faVouf  of  a  foreigner*,  the 
handfome  colint  Lynar,  envoy  from  Saxony, 
Yet  her  predeceffof,  the  emprefs  Anrie,  had 
more  openly  diftinguiftied'  Biron,  a  native  of 
Courland  and  a  foreigner  likewife.  So  true  it 
is  that  the  fame  things^  ceafc  to  be  the  fame, 
when  they  happen  in  other  times,  or  to  other 
perfons.  If  love  was  the  dowhfal  of  the  regent, 
a  more  general  love,  which  the  princefs  Eliza- 
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beth  tau^t  the  Preobra&eAikoi  guards^  raifed 
the  ktcer  to  the  throne.  Thefe  princefles  each 
had  'the  (ame  inclinadon  for  voluptuoufnefs* 
The  former  conceded  k  under  the  veil  of 
prudery ;  her  heart  only  betrayed  her  :  but  it 
was  carried  by  Elizabeth  even  to  the  excefs  of 
debauchery.  The  one  was  capricious,  with 
malice ;  the  odier  a  diflembier  but  compliant. 
Both  hated  labour^  and  neither  of  them  was 
bom  for  goveenment. 

Had  Sweden  known  how  tx>  profit  by  the 
oi::cafion^  fomethmg  great  might  have  been  ef* 
faftedy  while  Ruflia  was  agitated  with  intefiine' 
troubles^  Every  thing^  prefagod  fuccefs  ;.  but 
the  deftiny  of  Sweden  was  not  that^  of  triumph* 
ing  over  her  enemies.  Shexontinued  in  a  kind  of 
lethargy,  dunng  and  after  this  revolution. 
Opportunity,  diat  mother  of  great  events,  Ihc 
fufFered  to  efcape.  The  lofs  of  the  battle 
c£  Pultowa  was  not  mcure  &tal  to  her  than  was 
the  prefont  indolence  of  her  armies. 

Elizabeth  no  fooner  believed  herfelf  firmly 
feated  on,  the.  throne,  than  (he  diftributed  the 
higheft  offices  in  the  empire  among  her  partifans. 
The  two  brothers  Beftuchef,  with  Woronzow, 
and  Truhetikoi,  were  admitted  of  the  council. 
Leftoc,.the  promotor  of  her  elevation,  became 
a, kindof  fubaltera minifter,  though  a  furgeon. 

He 
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He  was  for  France,  Beftuchcf  for  England. 
Hence  arofe  divifions  in  the  council,  and  never- 
ending  intrigues  at  court.  The  emprefs  had 
no  prediledtion  for  any ,  one  power,  but  (he  felt 
a  repugnance  for  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
Berlin,  Anthony  Ulric,  father  of  the  dethroned 
emperor,  was  the  coufin-german  of  the  queen 
of  Hungary,  the  nephew  of  the  emprcfe  dow- 
ager, and  the  brother-in-law  of  the  king  of 
Pruflia.  She  apprehended  left  the  ties  of  blood 
Ihoukl  make  thefe  powers  adtivc,  in  favour  of 
the  family  on  the  ruins  of  which  fhe  had  raifed 
herfelf*  She  preferred  liberty  to  the  ties  of 
marriage,  which  (he  held  to  be  too  tyrannical. 
The  better  to  confirm  her  government,  (he  ap- 
pointed her  nephew,  the  young  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein,  to  the  fucceffion  ;  and  had  him  educated 
at  Peteriburg,  in  quality  of  grand  duke  of 
Kuffia. 

The  public  are  prone  to  believe  that  tho(e 
events  which  turn  to  the  advantage  of  princes 
are  the  fruits  of  their  forefight,  and  ability.  In 
confequence  of  this  prejudice,  the  king  was 
fufpefted  of  being  concerned  in  the  late  revo- 
lution of  Ruffia,  but  he  was  not.  He  took  no 
part  in  the  affair,  and  was  only  informed  of  it 
when  it  became  public.  Some  months  before^ 
when  marihal  de  Blelleiile  was  at  the  camp  of 
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Molwitz^  the  converfadon  turned  on  Ruffia.  The 
maiihal  appeared  exceedingly  diflatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  prince  Anthony^  and  his  wife  the  re- 
gent ;  and>  in  the  moment  of  anger^  hea&ed  the 
king  if  he  IhoUld  be  fonry  to  fee  a  revolution 
in  Ruffia,  in  favour  of  the  princefs  Elizabeth^ 
to  the  detriment  of  the  young  emperor  Iwan^ 
who  was  his  nephew.  To  which  the  king  replied 
he  acknowledged  no  kindred  among  fovereigns, 
except  thofe  who  were  his  friends.  Here  the 
converiation  ended  and  this  was  all  that  pafled. 

Berlin,  during  the  winter,  was  the  center  of 
negotiation.  France  prefled  the  king  to  zGt 
with  his  army ;  England  exhoned  him  to  con- 
clude a  peace  with  Auibria ;  Spain  foUicited  his 
alliance;  Denmark  his  advice,  relative  to  a 
change  of  party ;  Sweden  demanded  his  ^f- 
fiftance ;  Ruffia  his  good  offices  at  Stockholm ; 
and  the  Germanic  body,  fighing  after  peace, 
made  the  ffarongeft  interceffions  that  all  troubles 
might  be  appeafed. 

Affairs  did  not  long  remain  in  this  fituation. 
ThePruffian  troops  fcarcely  remained  two  months 
in  their  winter  quarters.  The  deftiny  of  Pruffia 
again  hurried  the  king  on  that  theatre  which  was 
to  be  blood-ftained  by  fo  many  battles;  and 
where  the  viciffitudes  of  fortune  were  alter- 
Bately  to  be  felt  by  the  powers  at  war.     The 

grcateft 


grenteft  adrantaige  that  the  kiog  derived  from 
this  fpecies  of  truce,  was  chat  <^  reiiderkig  bia 
forces  more  formkUble.  The  acqiaiikioii  of 
SUe&i  procured  him  la  ai^^eniaaon  of  three 
milUoAs  ii]c  hundred  tboufand  croivtis  to  his 
revenues.  The  greateft  part  of  this  money 
was  employed  in  the  increafe  of  his  arm)r#  It 
then  coa£fted  of  one  hundred  and  fix  battalioBS. 
and  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  fquadrons, 
fijoty  of  which  were  huflars*  We  fooa  (haU  fee 
the  u(e  be  made  of  thele* 
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CHAP.     V. 

Imt^i0H  tf  the  Aujlrians  inU  Bavaria.  Dt* 
par  tun  ^f  tbi  King.  Evints  wbicb  haffened 
at  I>rifdiny  Prague^  and  Olmutz.  Nigoti^ 
atiom  of  Fitzner.  Expedition  of  Moravia^ 
Aufiria^  and  Hungary.  Negotiatiin  of  JaninL 
Blockade  of  Brieg.  The  King  evacuates  Mo-' 
raviaj  and  joins  his  Army  at  Chrudim^  in  Bo^ 
hernia.  What  happened  in  Moravia^  after  bis 
Departure.  Change  of  the  Englifb  JiSnifhy. 
Fruitlefs  Negotiation  at  Cbrudimy  which  oc^ 
cqfioned  a  Battle^  to  bring  the  Auftrians  to  a 
Deci/ton. 

ALTHOUGH  the  French  were  maftcrs*  of 
Prague,  and  occupied  the  banks  of  the 
Watowa,  the  Moldau,  and  the  Saflawa,  ftlll 
the  Auftrians  did  not  defpain  They  had  drawn 
ten  thoufand  men  from  Italy,  and  feven  thou-^ 
fand  from  Hungary,  to  which  they  added  three 
thoufand  from  Brifgau,  that  came  through 
TyroL  Thefe  corps,  which  amounted  to 
twenty  thoufand  men,  were  headed  by  marflial 
Khevenhullcr ;  who  immediately  formed  the 
plan  of  falling  on  the  quarters  of  de  Segur,  and 
driving  him  from  the  banks  of  the  Ens,  We 
muft  not  6mit  inferting  a  memorial  on  this  fub- 
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jed>  dated  June  29thj  17419  which  die  king 
fent  to  die  eledor  of  Bavaria*  The  reader 
there  will  fee  that  all  the  evil  which  h^>pened 
was  forefeen;  and  that  princes  who  do  not 
quickly  corref):  the  bad  difpofitions  they  have 
made^  in  the  field>  never  ^1  to  be  punifhed ; 
for  an  enemy  is  an  ill  coiirtier*  Far  from  flat* 
teringy  he  feverely  chaftifes  the  faults  of  his  op- 
ponenty  whether  king  or  emperor.  The  fol- 
lowing is  the  memorial. 

Reafons  which  Ihould  induce  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria  to  pufli  the  War  in  Auflria* 

*^  THE  pofition  of  the  Pruflian  troops,  by 
"  giving  employment  to  a  confiderable  part  of 
**  the  Auftrian  forces,  will  keep  marfhal  Neu- 
**  perg  in  Silefia.  The  army  of  the  allies,  hav- 
^*  ing  no  enemy  to  oppofe,  ought  to  pufti  its 
'^  operations  along  the  Danube,  ahd  gain  Au» 
*^  ftria  with  promptitude.  The  ele<^or  will 
**  find  his  enemy  vmprovided,  and  will  meet 
«^  with  no  refiftance  in  feizing  on  Pailau,  jLintz, 
*^  Ens,  and  from  thence  approaching  to  Vi* 
^<  enna.  Should  this  capital  be  taken,  die 
^*  puiflance  of  Auflria  may  be  faid  to  be  torn 
*'  up  by  the  roots.  Bohemia,  which  by  fuch  a 
*^  march  will  be  feparated,  unprovided  with 
z  *'  troops. 
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^  troops,  and  deprived  of  fuccour,  muft  fall  of 
**  itfelf.  War  muft  be  made*  in  Moravia,  Au-^ 
*^  ftria,  and  even  in  Hungaiy*  In  the  prefent 
**  ftate  of  affairs,  das  operation  is  equally  cafy 
^^  and  (afe  ;  and  it  is  indubitable  that  it  will 
**  oblige  the  queen  of  Hungary  to  accept  fuch 
^^  conditions  of  peace  as  (hall  be  prefcribed, 
*'  without  delay.  Should  the  deftor  defer  to 
*^  profit  by  the  prefent  advantageous  drcum- 
*^  ftances,  he  will  give  the  enemy  time  fo  af- 
•*  femUe  forces.  What  is  certain  to-day  will 
'*  be  doubtful  to-morrow.  By  turning  toward 
^*  Bc^mia,  the  eleftor  will  expofe  his  here* 
^^  ditary  ftates  to  the  caprice  of  accident.  He 
*'  will  hold  out  a  lure  to  the  enemy  who  will 
**  well  know  to  profit  by  the  opportunity.  My 
^^  opinion  is  that  Romans  will  never  be  taken 
**  but  in  Rome ;  that  therefore  the  occafion 
^^  of  feizing  on  Vienna  ought  not  to  be  fuffered 
^  to  efcape.  This  is  the  only  means  of  ter« 
^^  minating  the  prefent  diflferenpes;  and  of  ob- 
*'  taining  a  glorious  peace." 

This  memorial  was  po  fooner  read  than  for- 
gotten. The  eledtpr,  who  was  no  foldier, 
thought  that  fuperior  reafons  engaged  him  to 
aft  otherwife.  KhevenhuUer  profited  by  his 
errors.     Toward  the  end  of  December  *  ho 
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pafled  th^  Ens  in  three  places*  Segur,  inftea<) 
of  filing  with  itU  his  forces  on  one  of  thefe 
Chixe  corps^  to  cut  them  off  in  detail,  retired 
toward  the  town  of  Ens,  and  even  there  di4 
pot  think  himfelf  in  fafety.  A  panic  terror 
faaflened  his  flight.  He  fled  in  a  breath  tQ 
lintz,  where  he  fortified  himfe}f.  KhevenhuUer 
flid  not  give  him  time  to  recqver  Ha  qnder- 
(landing,  but  hody  purfupd;  and  tjie  world 
heard,  with  aftonifhmentt  that  flite^A  thqufand 
Auflxians  blockaded  fifteen  diodafid  French^ 
in  L^ntz*  Such  is  the  afcendancy  that  a  linglo 
man  may  givp  his  trq«ps  over  t^ofe  of  ^s 
pppon^nt. 

The  aledor  of  Bavaria,  in  co^ftcmauoQ  aTa 
reverfe  fo  little  ezpe£^ed,  had  recpu|rre  to  tbfi 
friendihip  of  the  king,  anfl  conjured  hitn  in 
the  n^Q^  tender  tei:|ns  noc  to  abandoi>  him, 
but  to  faye  his  ftat^  and  his  troops^  by  a  powt 
crfiil  diVerfioi^.  He  requefl;ed  the  Pruflian^ 
flight  penetrate  thrqqgh  Mox*4v^iA  i^^o  Auftria^ 
|l^t  Segur  might  have  time  to  breathe* 

If:  is  neccffary,  for  a  mqment,  tq  repoUeft  the 
fitua^on  of  the,  armies.  The  poiition  of  the 
principal  army  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  wa^ 
yery  judicious.  It  had  the  Danube  on  it$ 
f)^clc ;  it^  right  was  covered  by  fhe  marihes  of 
^itfingau  j  its  left  by  the  Moid^V  and  Budr 

weisc 
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wels;  and  its  froht  bf  Tabon  The  oUies,  with 
their  troops,  defcribod  a  kind  of  fetnicircle 
jround  thefc  quarters;  fo  that,  in  their  opera* 
dons^  diey  would  have  an  arch  to  defcribe,  and 
the  Auftrians,  who  were  in  the  centre,  only  the 
chord  Still  more,  the  Auftrian  troops,  being 
in  dofe  quarters,  covered  the  operations  of 
Khevenhuller  againft  the  French.  They  ap* 
proached  Auftria,  from  which  they  drew  their 
provifions  and  fuccours*  They  kept  one  foot 
in  Bohemias  fo  that,  at  the  opening  of  the 
campugn,  diey  might  hope  to  re-eftablifli  their 
affairs.  To  diilodge  their  army  from  a  poR,  fo 
advantageous,  it  was  abfolittely  neceflary  that 
the  allies  fliould  make  a  general  effort ;  in  order 
diat  the  Auflrians,  attacked  on  all  fides,  (hould 
fidl  beneath  the  number  of  their  enemies. 
This  pkn  was  propofed  to  marflial  Broglio, 
j^rhofe  concurrence  never  could  be  obtained* 

Though  the  want  of  harmony  and  g9od-wii}» 
among  the  allies,  was  the  canTe  that  the  moft 
dedfive  projeft  for  obtcuning  a  fuperiority  for 
the  arms  of  the  French  and  Bavarians  was 
rgeded,  ic  was  neverthelefs  important  to  fup« 
port  the  eleftor,  on  the  eve  pf  his  obtaining 
the  Imperial  aown«  Miti^ed  conduft  was 
no  longer  feafonable,  Esther  a  verbal  truce 
jnuft  be  l^jpti  tr^ich  afcertained  nothiQg^  and 

N  a  which 
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which  the  Aufbrians  had  fo  openly  infrmged,  of 
the  allies  of  Pniifia  miift  be  relieved  from  theiF 
fufpicions^  by  fome  bold  ftroke.  The  expedir 
(ion  into  Moravia  was  the  only  one  which  cir^ 
cunifLanci^  permitted  the  kmg  to  undertake ; 
becaufc  it  would  render  him  more  neceflary^ 
9Uid  would  place  him  in  a  fituation  of  being 
equally  courted  by  both  parties*  On  thb  he 
(letprmined ;  well  refolved  however  to  employ 
»  few  troops  as  poffible>  and  as  many  of  thofe 
of  the  ^lUes  as  he  (X)uld  obtain.  The  Saxons, 
who  at  that  time  guarded  the  banks  of  the 
Saiawa,  were  in  readinefs  to  join  a  corps  of 
Pruffians>  who  were  to  enter  Moravia.  Thence 
that  (iiiaU  anpy  ought  march  tQward  Iglau^ 
diilodge  prince  Ijohkomxz,  who  conmianded 
thore^  and  pulb  forward  as  f^  as  Hom^^  in 
J^YfW  Aviftrja*  Th|s  ^^noeuvre  muft  either 
fqrpp  KheyenhuUer  to  abandon  M*  de  Segur> 
Pf  qbUgc  the  principal  army  of  the  q«*pn  tq 
quit  Wij^gau,  Tabor,  and  Budweis  i  in  which 
paft  d^  ^rpglip,  having  nothing  bpfqre  him, 
flight  marcl^  tq  the  fuccoip:  pf  L^tfZt   .  . 

The  difficulty  pf  the  plan  confdled  in  oh-i» 
ja|fU|ig  the  cpnfef^t  of  the  gpqrt  pf  Drefden,  to 
|he  ju|E}ftio|i  of  the  SazoQ  aad  Prqffian  troops, 
]^9jihal  8f:hwerin  received  orders  tp  feizeon 
Qlfi^vftf  ^  ^jtH  the  corps  which  h^  watered  in 
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tTppd:  SUefia;  and  tUe  king  aftemarcl  ek« 
plained,  td  M.  dfe  Valori,  tke  ptirport^  df  thji 
citpedititJh,  aiid  the  udllty  which  wduld  theneer 
rcfult  to  France.  Such  being  the  only  iheaii* 
which  cdtdd  fave  the  troops  blockaded  in  Lintz^ 
the  king  cletermihed  to  go  to  Drefden^  ahd  fent 
M.  de  Valori  ofF  a  day  before  his  dtparture, 

ound  the  ihiniftry,  aiid  prepare 
them  for  die  pro*poi^tions  that  were  to  be  riiade. 
It  was  agreed  that  M.  de  Valori  fliould  ^ve  a 
fignal  on  tlie  arrival  of  the  king;  The  (ighal 
was  given,  and  lio  fdbner  had  ttie  king  rid  him- 
felf  of  the  firfi  cuAdmary  compliments^  atid 
ceremonies,  thaii  he  entered  into  cohvfcrfatiori 
with  count  <►  ♦  *  concerning  his  proje^; 

Of  this  projeft  we  fliall  give  an  abftradt  j 
Uit  to  underftand  it  well  we  niuft  go  a  litdd 
back.  Auguftus,  the  late  king  of  Polaiid,  had 
drawn  Up  a  plan  fof  tte  divifion  of  the  fuc- 
ctffidh  of  the  emperor  CWUs  Vl;  Of  thi$ 
the  cduA  df  Vienna  obtained  information; 
Prince  Lichteilftein,  pafling  thrdugh  Drefderi 
in  1735;  under  the  reign  of  his  fucceflbr,  being 
diflatisfied  \<rith  coiint  Sulkowfky,  mmifter  and 
favourite,  aflur^d  »  *  *  ttiit,  if  he  could  pro- 
cure him  a  plan  df  this  parcitioii,  lid  aiid  his 
court  Would  fpare  nothing  which  might  acconi- 
p\i(h  the  downfal  of  Sulkowiky,  and  procure 

N  3  hini 
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hita  his  place.  «  «  «  had  the  perfidy  to  ac« 
cepc  this  propofition*  He  had  the  writing 
copied,  and  reoiitted  to  the  prince  of  Licb*, 
tenftein. 

The  Saxons  declared  againft  the  houfe  of 
Aiifbia;  and,  precifely  before  the  arrival  of 
the  king,  the  queen  of  Hungary  had  fent  the 
old  maid  Kling  to  Drefden,  whofe  profeffion 
was  that  of  intrigue,  and  who,  having  taken 
part  in  the  education  of  the  queen  of  Poland, 
maiked  the  commiflion  with  which  (he  was 
charged  under  the  pretence  of  an  ordinary 
journey ;  the  fole  end  of  which  commiffion  was 
to  g^n  upon  the  afieftions  of  a  princefs,  with 
whom  (he  had  long  been  connefted. 

Scarcely  had  (he  arrived  at  Drefden  before 
Ae  repaired  to  count  *  •  •.  Taking  him 
ifide,^  file  drew  the  partition  projed  from  her 
pocket,  and  afked  —  *^  Do  you  know  this  ? 
'^  Either  promife  me  immediately  to  make  the, 
'^  Saxon  troops  evacuate  Bdiemia,  or  I  will 
"  difcover  your  trealbn^  and  you  are  undone." 
♦  *  *  promifcd  whatever  (he  pleafed.  Nei- 
ther would  his  timidity  fuifer  him  to  difoblige 
the  king ;  and  he  had  a  repugnance  to  entruft 
the  Saxon  troops  to  the  conmiand  of  a  neigh* 
bour^  whom  fix  months  before  he  had  wifiied 
n>  (b:ip  of  his  ftates.    Add  to  this  he  was  aver(k 

«0 
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Id  contribute  to  the  elevation  c^  the  tld^oc  of 
Bavaria^  wbom  he  enVied  the  ac<quifitibn  of  the 
Impeciai  dignity.  Thefe  different  fenfationa 
contended  In  his  mind  s  fear  was  at  laft  tiftori* 
tous^  and  led  him  to  confide  thb  Saxon  troops 
t6  the  king>  well  determined  td  withdraw  theiii 
as  foon  a3  poiSble. 

In  the  afternoon^  t&e  kihg  held  i  bonfertoce* 
Count  *  *  *,  coiant  Saze^  M.  de  Valori,  Mr; 
Defalcury  and  count  Rutowfky,  were  preiTcnt; 
^he  king  explabed  the  means  which  he  thought 
might  beft  favd  Segur  knd  Bavaria*  Me  had  a 
map  of  Moravia^  oh  which  he  pointed  out  the 
plan  of  the  <j^paigti.  His  intention  was  to 
fidl  oh  the  Quarters  of  the  Atiftri^s^  &om  all 
pzrt^:  de  Brbglio>  ih  conftquence^  was  to 
attack  prince  Charles  of  Lorridne^  wko  torn* 
tnancied  the  army  bear  Frauenberg,  while  the 

Pruffians  and  Saxons  (hoiild  take  them  ih  flank^ 
toward  Iglau;  Count  Saxe  objeded  that  mar-^^ 
(hal  de  Broglio  had  fcarcely  fiktefen  thoufand 
men^  and  that  .the  expckiition  of  Iglati  would 
fail  for  want  of  forage  and  fubfiftcnce.  The  firft 
objcftion  was  unanfw<$rable.  The  king  undertook 
to  obviate  the  fecond,  by  gbing  to  Pragiie  and 
contertihg  with  Scchelles^  the  intendant  of  the 
army,  the  means  of  furnifliihg  the  Saxons  with 
ptoVifions. 

N  4  Thi 
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The  kmg  of  Poland  in  die  interim  entered 
the  chamber.  After  mutual  civilities9  the  king 
wifhed  to  do  him  the  honour  of  commiiriicating 
the  ufe  to  whidi  he  meant  to  put  hia  traops. 
Count  «  ^  «  had  immediitfely  f<^lded  up  the 
map  of  Moravia.  The  king  re-demanded  this 
map;  it  was  again  opened,  and  hia  Huyeftjr 
became  a  kind  of  itinerant  ftage  doddr,  dif* 
playing  his  merchandize  to  the  beft  of  his 
ability.  He  particularly  infifted  that  the  king 
of  Poland  never  could  poflefti  if  he  would  not 
give  himfelf  the  trouUe  of  taking,  Moravia. 
Augufhis  replied  yes  and  no,  with  a  counte* 
nance  that  denoted  languor.  *  *  *,  whom 
this  converfation  rendered  impatient,  inter- 
rupted it,  by  announcing  to  his  mafter  that  the 
opera  was  going  to  begin.  The  conquering  of 
ten  kingdoms  would  not  have  detained  the  king 
of  Poland  a  minute  longer.  To  the  opera 
therefore  they  went,  and  the  king  obtained,  in 
defpite  of  all  opponents,  an  affirmation  and  final 
rcfolution. 

It  was  necefiary  to  cut  proceedbgs  QiOrt, 
like  a  city  taken  by  aflault :  there  were  no 
other  means  of  fucceeding  at  this  court.  On 
the  morrow,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  the  king 
invited  father  Guarini  to  come  to  him,  who  was 
at  once  a  kind  of  favourite,  minifter,  buffoon, 

and 
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mdiCOBft^n :  fThe  king  fpokc  fo  as  toper- 
fuadc  him  that. he  only  hoped  fuccefs  by  his 
iot^rvchtion*  The  cunning  of  the  Italian  was 
4»e  4upe  o(  his  piide.  Father  Guarini  quitted 
l^e^j^ing,  and  vent  to  Auguftus^  whom  he 
confinQCji  ii)  the  refolution  he  had  taken.  The 
king  at  length  departed  from  Drefden^  after 
having  overcome  all  impediments^  the  ill-will 
of  count  *  *  *,  th^  want  of  refolution  of  Au- 
guftus,  and  the  tergiverfations  of  count  Saxe ; 
who^  little  occupied  concerning  Bavaria,  ftlU 
had  the  chimeras  of  Courland  in  his  brain,  and 
believed  that,  in  order  to  make  his  court,  it 
was  neceflary  he  fhould,  as  far  as  poffible, 
coimterad  the  PruiSans. 

When  the  king  arrived  at  Prague,  Lintz  fldll 
held  out ;  but  count  Tserring  had  very  incon- 
fiderately  fufFercd  himfelf  to  be  beaten  by  the, 
Auftrians,  Some  attempts  were  made  to  infpirc 
marfhal  de  Broglio  widi  activity,  but  in  vain. 
The  king  immediately  concerted  with  M,  de 
Sechelles  the  means  of  furnilhing  fubfiftence  to ' 
the  Saxons.  Sechelles  anfwered — ^*  impoffibi- 
|ities  (hall  become  poffible  "—a  fentence  which 
ought  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold  over  the 
office-doors  of  allarmy-contradkorj,  Sechelles 
did  not  fatisfy  himfelf  with  faying  this ;  he  per- 
formed all  he  promifed. 

From 
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From  Prague,  tlife  IdAg  pa^Teii^ 
in  Bohemuu  On  die  roadi  be  Itamt  that  Ohti 
Ittd  capitulated ;  and  he  contimied  his  joumejp 
tioward  Mbmvia.  He  had  appointed  to  meal 
count  Saxe  and  Polaftron  at  Ijudlkxca^  ttf 
confer  on  the  enfiiing  operations*  Polaftron 
was  a  man  of  fo  much  religion  that  he  feemed 
to  be  bom  rather  to  tell  his  beads  than  to  make 
war*  The  king  from  thence  repaired  to  Ol- 
mutz,  on  which  maiihal  Schwerin  had  htclf 
feized«  Magazines  were  to  have  been  formed 
in  diis  town,  but  Sechelles  was  not  there  to 
fiiperintend.  The  ftay  of  the  king  in  diis 
^lace  was  too  Ihort  to  obviate  this  inconve- 
nience,  and  the  beil  meafures  which  feemed  to 
prefent  themfelves  were  obliged  to  be  taken^ 
While  the  king  was  at  Olmutz,  oneFitzner^ 
^  coonfcUor  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany, 
came  thither,  charged  with  fome  propofitions 
from  the  court  of  Vienna.  Tl|e  king,  giving 
too  much  way  to  his  impatience,  and  without 
liearing  what  Fitzner  had  to  fay^  fpoke  without 
full-flop  or  conuna  in  his  difcourfe  ;^^  an  un« 
pardonabfe  fault  in  negotiation,  during  which 
prudence  requires  a  patient  hearing  fliould  be 
givenj  and  a  deliberate  reply*  He  rehearfed 
all  the  infraftions  whieh  had  been  committed 
hy  his  court  on  the  truce  of  Obericfanefiendorff^ 

and 
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and  exhorted  the  queen  to  come  to  an  accom* 
modatiqn  with  her  enemies^  Fkzner  informed 
die  king  of  die  difgraceful  capituladon  which 
Segur  had  lately  figned  at  Lintz ;  from  which 
the  king  took  an  opportunity  of  extrading  new 
reafons  to  haften  peace^  by  iniinuating  diat  the 
En^ifli  had  only  their  own  intereft  in  view> 
and  would  finally  facrifice  the  queen^  to  the 
advantages  they  would  endeavour  to  obtain  for 
their  commerce.  Thus  was  Fitzner  obliged  to 
re-fwallow  the  things  he  was  ordered  to  fay, 
and  it  was  mfttually  agreed  to  maintain  a  fecret 
correfpondence^  by  the  means  of  a  certaia 
canon  named  Janini« 

While  diefe  things  were  puiffing>  news  arrived 
from  Frankfort  on  the  Main>  which  annoxmcec^ 
the  election  and  coronation  of  the  ele&or  of 
Bavaria^  Charles  VII.  The  court  of  Vienna 
however  did  not  reft  inadive ;  and^  while  ne- 
godadons  were  ardently  carried  on,  nothing 
wasneglefted^  which  refource  could  yield>  to 
repel  by  force  its  numerous  enemies.  Fifteen 
ihoufand  regulars  were  raifed  in  Hungary ;  the 
ban  and  arriere  ban  were  proclaimed  throughout 
the  kingdom^  which  muft  produce  nearly  forty- 
thoufand  men*  The  intendon  of  this  court 
was  to  form  two  armiea;  one  of  which  was  to 
penetrate  by  Hradifch  into  Moravia ;  and  the 

other 


odier  to  pafs  by  the  Jablunka,  and  gui,  i  fl 
Upper  Silefia^  the  rear  of  the  Pruffian  ztmj^ 
while  prince  Charles  (hould  advance  from  Bo« 
hernia,  to  toack  the  king  in  front. 

The  king  hod  not  taken  more  than  half  the 
troops  that  wintered  in  Upper  Silefia^  amount* 
ing  to  fifteen  thoufand  men;  at  the  htid  of 
whom  he  joined  the  French  and  Saxons,  near 
Trebifch.  Another  corps  by  his  orders  occu- 
pied Wifchau,  Hradifch,  Kremfir,  and  the 
frontiers  of  Hungary;  to  cover  his  operations* 
The  flowncfs,  added  to  the  ill-tidll,  of  the 
Saxons,  was  the  occaiion  that  dajrs  and  even 
weeks  were  loft  in  this  expedition,  which  lofs 
was  of  great  prejudice  to  affairs.  A  fingle  ex- 
ample will  afford  fufficient  proof.  Budifchau 
is  a  pleafure-houfe,  rich  and  magnificent,  ap« 
pertaining  to  count  Bur.  This,  out  of  com* 
plaifance,  was  appointed  the  head  quarters  of 
the  Saxons,  and  counts  Rutowfky  and  Saxe 
found  themfelves  fo  much  at  their  eafe  there 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  nuke  them  proceed. 
They  ftaid  at  this  place  three  days.  Prince 
Lobkowitz,  in  confcquence  of  this  delay,  had 
time  to  withdraw  his  magazines  from  Iglau ; 
and,  on  the  approach  of  the  allies,  he  fell  back 
toward  Wittingau.  Tbe  Saxons  occupied  Ig- 
lau; but  no  remonftraii^ces  could  prevail  on 

them 
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Aem  to  advance^  either  toward  the  Taya  or 
Horn  in  Auftria.  It  is  the  fortune  of  mdl  ge- 
nerals^ who  command  auxiliary  troops^  to  fee 
all  their  projefts  fail^  for  want  of  obedience 
and  execution*  The  Saxons^  who  were  the 
moft  interefted  in  this  expedition,  were  thofe 
who  were  guilty  of  die  moft  ill  faith,  to  coun* 
terad  its  effefts. 

Thefe  difappomtments  obliged  the  king  to 
make  new  difpofitions.  He  gave  the  Saxons 
the  quarters  neareft  to  Bohemia,  and  the  PruT* 
£ans  occvipied  the  banks  of  the  Taya»  from 
Znaym  as  £ur  as  GSdingen,  a  finall  town  which 
is  on  the  frontiers  of  Hungary*  A  detachment 
of  five  thoufand  men  foon  departed  from 
Znaym,  ^nd  niade  an  irruption  into  Upper 
Auftria.  The  panic  fpread  (o  the  very  gates  of 
Vienaau  The  court  recalled  ten  dioufand  men 
put  of  Bavaria  to  the  fuccour  of  that  capitaL 
Ziethen's  huflars  advanced  to  Stockerau,  which 
is  only  a  poft  from  Vienna.  This  irruption  was 
of  great  utility,  by  the  quantity  of  fubfiftenu 
which  it  procured.  But  the  Saxpns  were  very 
much  alarmed  in  their  quarters;  every  bufli 
was  an  Auftrian ;  fear  magnified  every  objeft, 
and  they  demanded  permiffion  to  occupy  the 
quarters  of  the  Prufllans,  which  was  grante^l 
I'olaftrQp,  recalled  into  Bohemia  by  the  orders 
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of  de  Broglio,  had  quitted  the  army ;  fo  that 
the  remainder  fcarcely  amoumed  to  thirty^ 
thoufand  men. 

The  king  difcovcrcd,  by  intercepted  letters, 
that  the  Hungarians  began  to  aflemble^  on  the 
frontiers  of  Moravia.  There  was  not  a  moment 
to  lofe*  This  militia  mud  be  difperfed  beforo 
its  numbers  became  too  confiderable.  Prince 
Thierry  of  Anhalt  was  appointed  to  this  com« 
mand ;  who^  with  ten  battalions^  as  many  fqua* 
drons^  and  a  thouland  huflars^  entered  Hun* 
gtry^  carried  three  of  the  quarters  of  the 
pandours^  took  twelve  hundred  men^  and  fpread 
Tuch  an  alarm  in  the  kingdom  that  a  part  of 
the  arriere  ban  foon  feparated.  The  expedi- 
tion thus  happily  temunated»  the  prince  re» 
fumed  to  the  army  in  die  vicinity  of  Brunn ; 
for  the  Saxons  were  at  Znaym^  Sab,  and 
KickeUbqurg;  and  the  PrufiUns  at  Bohrlitz^ 
AufterlitZy  SchlqwitZi  and  in  tl^  neighbour-r 
hood  of  Brunn.  Artillery  lu|d  been  demanded 
#f  the  king  of  Polandi  Co  befiege  this  town ; 
which  he>  for  want  of  money^  refiif^.  He  had 
lately  expended  four  hundnpd  thouiand  ciownsy 
in  the  purchafe  of  a  large  greeq  4itmotid« 
He  wiibed  pofleflion,  yet  refufed  the  means. 
.  The  expedition  of  the  king  tfaerefixe  failed 
for  many  reafons.    Segur  had  ^ffi^P^  himielf 

ta 
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|o be takca before ibccouri could  arrive;  Bxxif 
f^  WHS  paralytic t  *  *  *. feared  Miis  Kliog 
piore  than  lie  hoped  for  Mo^via ;  Auguftua 
IIL  wanted  a  k]i%dom»  but  would  not  be  at 
the  tpijble  of  conquering  a  kin^om.  Should 
Brunn  not  be  taken,  the  allies  could  not 
i^veaniaintain  themfelves  in  Moravia.  What 
was  ftiU  worfe,  the  king  could  place  no  de-^ 
^ndence  oi\  the  fidelity  of  the  Saxons ;  he  had 
caufe  to  expeft  they  wovdd  abandon  him  at  the 
approach  of  the  enemy*  One  day,  without  the 
)eaft  intinaciont  the  Saxons  all  forfook  their 
quarters,  and  with  precipitation  threw  them* 
felves  into  tboTe  which  the  PruiJians  occupied* 
About  a  0K)uiand  Auihian  buflars  had  imparted 
this  panic  terror*  Quarters  were  procured  finr 
them,  and  Brunn  was  more  dofely  furrounded' 
^han  before. 

The  commander  of  the  place  was  an  intelli« 
gent  man.  He  fent  people  in  difguife,  to  fet 
^he  villages,  where  the  troops  were  quartered, 
on  fire.  There  were  conflagrations  every  nighty 
More  than  fixteen  fmall  towns,  villages,  or 
hamlets,  were  ddimated  to  have  been  confumed 
by  the  flames.  Three  thoufand  men,  of  the 
^arrifon  of  Brunn,  one  day  attacked  the  regi- 
pient  of  Truchfes,  in  the  village  of  Lefch. 
'{'his  regiment  defended  itfej^  for  five  hours 
f  mtb 


with  admirable  conftancy  and  valcmr*  The 
village  was  burnt,  but  the  enemy  was  repulfed, 
without  having  acquired  the  lead  advantage. 
Truchfes,  Varenne,  and  feveral  officers,  were 
there  wounded,  and  there  acquit^  fame. 

The  ejffbrts  which  had  been  rtiade,  ■  for  the 
relief  of  Segur,  naturally  drew  the  Auftrians 
into  Moravia.  Prince  Charles  of  lyorraine 
prepared  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Brunn. 
It  was  neceflary  to  choofe  ground  on  ^hich  to 
affemble  the  troops,  which  would  at  the  fame 
time  be  an  advantageous  camp.  Thefe  pro- 
perties were  found  to  be  united  in  the  environs 
of  the  town  of  Bohrlitz.  The  king  communis 
cated  his  defign  of  waiting  for  the  enemy  in 
that  fituation  to  count  Saxe ;  which  might  have 
teen  executed  with  fo  much  the  more  fecurity 
becaufe  that  the  king  had  been  reinforced,  by  fir 
battalions  and  thirty  fquadrons  of  his  own  troops. 
The  count  gave  an  ambiguous  anfwer,  which 
was  preparatory  to  excufes  of  difobedience. 
The  moft  fpccious  reafon  he  alleged  was  founded 
on  the  number  of  his  troops,  which  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  eight  thoufand  men. 
The  little  faith  to  be  placed  in  the  Saxons 
caufed  the  king  to  refleft  on  his  fituation.  His 
own  forces  did  not  confift  in  more  than  twenty* 
fix  thoufand  men.     He  could  rely  only  on 
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thcTc,  and  they  were  infufficient  to  ma^e  head 
againft  the  army  of  prince  ^harles  of  Lorraine. 
And  wherefore  perfift  in  conquering  that  Mo* 
ravia  for  which  the  king  of  Poland,  who  was 
to  poffefs  it,  teftified  fo  much  indifference  ? 
The  only  part  he  had  to  take  was  to  join  the 
Pruflian  troops,  that  were  in  Bohemia.  The 
army  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  which  would  be 
ufelefs  near  Brandenbourg,  might  be  employed 
to  cover  Olmutz  and  Upper  Silefia.  The  prince 
therefore  received  orders  to  divide  his  forces 
immediately,  to  fend  a  part  to  ChrUdim,  in  Bo- 
hemia, and  to  conduft  feventeen  battalions  and 
thirty-five  fquadrons  into^Upper  Silefia,  where 
he  would  be  joined  by  his  fon,  prince  Didier, 
with  the  troops  the  king  would  leave  in  thofe 
parts. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  difpofitions,  the  king 
ftill  found  himfclf  in  a  perilous  fituation.  He 
had  continually  had  caufe  to  fufpeft  the  Saxons, 
but  their  ill  faith  was  not  fufficiendy  manifcft. 
De  BrOglio  releafed  him  from  this  embarrafT- 
ment,  by  demanding  die  Saxon  troops  to  rein- 
force himfelf,  as  he  faid,  againfl  prince  Charles, 
who  was  coming  to  attack  him;  though  the 
prince  was  aftually  leading  his  army  into  Mo- 
ravia.    The  king  feemed  to  credit  the  falfe 

VOL.  I.  PART  I.  O  '  intelU- 
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intelligence  of  marihal  de  Broglio,  to  rid  him- 
fclf  of  allies  in  whom  he  could  not  confide. 

The  departure  from  Moravia  was  determined 
on.  Fifteen  fquadrons  and  twelve  battalions 
attended  the  king  into  Bohemia.  Twenty-five 
fquadrons  and  nineteen  battalions  remained, 
under  the  command  of  prince  Thierry,  in  an 
advantageous  camp  near  Olmutz ;  where  this 
prince  might  have  maintained  himfelf,  had 
marfhal  Schwerin  taken  proper  care  to  coUeft 
fufficient  provifions  for.  the  troops.  De  Bulow, 
who  followed  the  king  in  quality  of  Saxon 
<nvoy,  feeing  him  ready  to  depart  from  Mo- 
ravia, faid — "  Who,  fire,  then  (hall  crown  my 
*^  matter  ?"  The  king  replied,  crowns  were 
not  obtained  without  heavy  artillery  ;  and  that 
it  was  the  fault  of  the  Saxons  if  this  had  been 
wanting  for  the  fiege  of  Brunn.  The  king, 
well  determined  never  more  to  command  troops 
that  were  not  at  his  own  difpofal,  and  who  were 
not  capable  of  obedience,  purfued  his  route, 
paffing  by  Zwittau  and  Leutomifchel,  and 
arrived  on  the  feventeenth  of  April  at  Chrudim, 
to  be  near  prince  Leopold,  where  he  fent  his 
troops  into  quarters  of  refrelhment. 

The  Saxons  fufFered  a  fmall  check  in  their 
retreat.  The  enemy's  huflars  carried  off  a 
battalion  which  conftituted  thek  rear -guard. 

Vain 
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Vain  were  pcrfuafions  to  induce  them  to  join  the 
French,  They  traverfed  the  Pruffian  quarters, 
to  canton  themfelves  in  the  circle  of  Sat;z,  on 
the  frontiers  of  their  eleftorate.  By  their  de- 
feAion,  the  enfeebled  French  remained  at 
Pifeck,  without  fuccour.  The  burden  of  war 
refted  almoft  wholly  on  the  Pruffian  Ihoulders, 
and  in  the  weaknefs  of  the  allies  the  enemy 
found  the  moft  flattering  hopes  of  (liccefs. 

While  the  Pruffians  were  recovering  from 
their  fatigues  in  Bohemia,  the  French  flumber* 
ing  at  Pifeck,  and  the  Saxons  removing  with 
all  poffible  fpced  from  the  hazards  of  war,  prince 
Charles  re-entered  Moravia,  Prince  Thierry 
of  Anhalt  offered  him  battle,  near  Wifchau. 
He  had  taken  his  pofition  fo  well  that  the  troops 
of  the  queen  feared  to  attack.  The  Prtiffians 
remained  in  that  pofition,  which  they  did  not 
quit  till  they  had  firft  confumed  the  laft  barrel 
of  ffour.  Prince  Thierry  pafled  the  mountains 
of  Moravia,  and  encamped  between  Troppau 
and  JaegemdorfF,  while  the  army  of  the  enemy 
gave  no  figns  of  purfuit.  In  this  retreat,  the 
new-raifed  dragoons  of  Naflau  had  an  affair 
with  the  Auftrian  huflars  *,  where  they  fignal* 
izcd  themfelves  by  their  valour  and  behaviour. 

*  At  NapagcckU. 

O  2  At 
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At  the  Tame  time,  the  regiment  of  Canneberg  * 
opened  thcmfelves  a  paffagc  through  three 
thoufand  enemies,  who  would  have  cut  them 
off  from  the  army,  and  acquired  much  renown* 
The  gendarmes,  who  were  cantoned,  ^were  at* 
tacked  by  night  in  a  village,  to  which  the 
enemy  had  fet  fire.  Half  of  the  fquadrons 
fought  on  foot  amid  the  flames,  that  they  might 
give  the  other  half  time  to  mount;  after  which 
they  fell  unitedly  on  the  Auftrians,  repulfed 
them,  and  took  fome  prifoners*  One  colonel 
Bredow  commanded. 

Thefe  are  unimportant  fafts,  but  why  (hould 
fuch  glorious  adions  be  fufFered  to  perifli  in 
oblivion,  efpecially  in  a  work  of  gratitude,  con- 
fecrated  to  the  renown  of  troops  fo  brave  ? 

What  how  :ver  might  be  hoped  from  this  war, 
after  reflefting  on  the  little  inteUigence  to  be 
found  among  the  allies ;  on  the  pitiable  gene- 
rals of  the  French  ;  on  the  feeblenefs  of  their 
army ;  and  on  the  ftill  greater  feeblenefs  of  the 
army  of  the  emperor?  What  could  be  fore- 
feen,  except  that  the  vaft  projeds  of  the  cabinet* 
of  Verfailles,  which  the  preceding  year  had 
feemed  capable  of  accompliftiment,  were  now 
become  more  than  doubtful  ? 

*  Bctvveca  Prcratt  and  Grsetz. 

Such- 
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.  Such-like  prognoftics,  foiinded  on  indubita^ 
bk  fafts^  warned  the  king  not  to  adventure 
too  far  into  fhe  labyrinth,  but  Immediately  to 
f(parch  the  clue.  Other  r^afons  were  added 
to  thofe  we  have  related,  which  induced  him  to 
rei^ew  the  negotiation  for  peace  with  the  queen 
of  Hungary.  Lord  Hyndford  was  employed 
to  accomplifh  this  agreement.  He  was  more 
proper  than  any  other,  having  already  beeij 
concerned  in  the  reconciliation  of  the  two 
powers,  and  having  his  own  vanity  interefte4 
to  complete  the  work  he  had  begun.  He  found 
the  court  of  Vienna  lefs  pliant  thai>  before.  The 
fiffair  of  Lintz,  the  evacuation  of  Moravia,  and 
jhe  defedion  of  the  Sa^^ons,  had  reftored  its 
innate  haughtinefs.  Its  fecret  negotiations  at 
the  court  of  Verfailles  gave  birth  to  views  ftili 
more  extended.  In  all  ages  the  fpirit  of  the 
court  of  Auftria  has  been  feen  to  follow  the 
JDrute  impreffions  of  nature.  Inflated  in  good 
fortune,  crouching  in  adverfity,  never  could  it 
arrive  at  that  fage  moderation  which  renders 
men  invulnerable  to  the  good  or  evil  that 
chance  diftributes.  Its  pride  and  cunning  were 
again  predominant.  The  ill  fuccefs  of  this  at- 
tempt of  lord  Hyndford  ftrengthened  the  king 
in  his  opinion,  that,  in  order  to  make  any  ne- 
gotiation For  peace  fucceed  with  the  Auflrians, 

O  3  it 
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it  wai  firft  neccflary  they  Ihould  be  well  beaten. 
A  fine  army  that  now  had  taken  reft  invited 
him  to  tempt  the  fate  of  a  battle.  It  was  com- 
pofed  of  thirty-four  battalions  and  fixty  fqua- 
drons ;  amounting  to  nearly  thirty-three  thou- 
fand  men. 

Before  this  was  determined  on,  a  change  had 
happened  in  the  Englifti  miniftry.  That  free 
and  reftlefs  nation  was  diflatisfied  with  govern* 
ment,  becaufe  the  war  in  India  was  to  its  dif- 
advantage,  and  becaufe  that  Great  Britain  did 
not  aft  the  refpeftable  part  becoming  her  on 
the  continent.  They  chaflifed  the  king  on 
the  back  of  his  minifter,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
part  with  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  was  re- 
placed by  lord  Carteret.  A  fimilar  kind  of  dif* 
content  in  the  pail  century  had  coft  Charles  I. 
his  life.  The  latter  was  the  work  of  fanaticifm  ; 
the  fall  of  Walpole  only  could  be  attributed  to 
the  cabals  of  a  faftion.  The  nobles  all  ftruggied 
to  be  minifters  :  Walpole  had  too  long  occupied 
his  place.  After  having  overthrown  him,  the 
poflibility  of  fuccefs  imparted  new  efFervefcencc 
to  the  ambition  of  the  great,  which  occafioned 
this  poft^to  pafs  from  hand  to  hand,  and  to  be- 
come of  all  the  offices  of  the  kingdom  the  leaft 
flabl^. 

•  $  Cardinal 
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Cardinal  de  Fleuri  was  very  ill  fatisfied  w.idi 
this,  change.  The  moderate  conduft  of  Wal- 
polc  was  very  commodious  to  him,  and  he 
dreaded  every  thing  from  the  impetuofity  of 
Carteret,  who,  like  Hannibal,  had  fworn  im- 
placable  hatred  to  all  that  bore  the  hame  of 
French.  Carteret  did  not  belie  the  opinion 
that  had  been  entertained  of  him.  He  caufed 
fubfidies  to  be  paid  to  the  queen  of  Hungary, 
took  her  under  his  proceftion,  fent  Englifti  troops 
over  to  Flanders,  and,  to  diminifh  the  number 
of  the  enemies  of  Auftria,  pledged  himfelf  to 
the  king  to  procure  an  advantageous  peace. 
Thefe  oflTers  were  gratefully  received ;  though 
the  king  was  well  determined  to  owe  the  obliga- 
tion of  peace  to  the  valour  of  his  troops  alone, 
and  not  to  found  his  hopes  on  the  incertitude  of 
.  negotiation. 

Marlhal  Broglio,  who  faw  himfelf  at  Pifeck 
with  a  dozen  of  dukes  and  peers  at  the  head  of 
ten  thoufand  men,  made  fo  many  remonftrances 
that  the  cardinal  refolved  to  fend  him  fome  fuc- 
cour.  The  men  were  not  aflembled  till  the 
fpring,  and  they  arrived  too  late.  The  French 
arc  often  reproached  with  the  fault  of  tardinefs. 
When  the  friends  of  the  Auftrians,  they  oc- 
cafioned  them  the  lofs  of  Belgrade.  Now  that 
tbey  were  ^Jicir  enemies,  they  did  them  no 

0  4  harm  : 
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harm  :  that  peace  refembled  war,  and  this 
war  refembled  peace.  Py  fiich  childifli  con- 
duft  they  were  the  deftruftion  of  the  emperor, 
and  prudence  taught  moft  of  their  allies  tq 
abandon  them.  The  prefent  age  was  barren  of 
great  men,  in  France ;  that  of  Louis  XIV.  pro- 
duced a  multitude.  The  adminiftration  of  a 
prieft  had  deftroyed  the  army.  Under  Maza- 
rine they  were  heroes  i  under  Fleuri  they  were 
Sybarite  courtiers. 


■Pi 


CHAP.      VI. 

Events  previous  to  the  Battle  of  Cbotujiiz.  Dif\ 
pfitiott  of  the  Battle.  Affair  of  Sabe.  Mar- 
fiml  de  Belleifk  at  the  Pruffian  Camp.  His  De- 
parture for  Saxo^ry.     Peace  of  Brejlau. 

TH  E  army^of  the  king  in  Bohemia  was  iq 
three  divifions.  'Sixteen  battalions  and 
twenty  fquadrons  covered  the  general  quarter^ 
of  Chrudim.  Ten  battalions  and  twenty  fqua- 
drons, under  the  command  of  genicral  Gotz, 
were  in  the  vicinage  of  Leutomifchel ;  and 
Kalckftein  occupied  Kuttenberg  with  a  fimilar 
number.  Thefe  three  corps  might  be  affembled 
in  eight  and  forty  hours.     There  were  befides 

two 
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two  battalions  in  the  fortrefs  of  Glatz.  One 
jbattalion  guarded  the  magazines  of  Konigf- 
gra*ti,  and  three  others  covered  thofe  of  Par- 
dubitz,  Podiebrad,  and  Nienbourg  j  fo  that  the 
Elbe  ran  in  a  line  parallel  to  the  rear  of  the 
Pruffian  quarters,  and  the  magazines  were 
diftributed  in  fuch  a  manner  that,  let  the  enemy 
approach  on  what  fide  he  'Would,  the  army  might 
face  him  as  he  advanced. 

The  prince  qf  Anhalt  being  ftronger  than 
was  neceffary,  and  having  no  enemy  to  oppofe, 
kept  eighteen  battalions  and  fixty  fquadrons  to 
cover  Upper  Silefia,  and  detached  general 
Perfchau,  with  eight  battalions  and  thirty  fqua-^ 
drons,  tp  reinforce  the  army  of  Bohemia.  This 
reinforcement  w^s  on  the  march  when  intelli* 
gence  was  brought  that  prince  Charles  had 
quitted  Moravia,  and  marched  through  Teutfch- 
brod  and  Zwittau,  to  enter  Bohemia.  It  was 
known  alfo  that  marftial  Konigfeck,  who  com- 
manded that  army  a  laterCy  had  faid  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  march  immediately  toward 
Prague,  and  to  give  the  Pruffians  battle  on  the 
way.  He  fuppofed  the  latter  only  fifteen  thou- 
fand  ftrong,  and  judged  his  own  fuperiority  fuf- 
ficient  to  attack  a  corps  fo  feeble  without  dan- 
ger. Many  people  have  condemned  the  mar- 
tial, b  ecaufe  that,  while  making  war  iij  the  pro- 
vinces 
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vinces  of  the  queen  herfelf,  he  was  fo  ill  kt- 
formed.  This  was  not  entirely  his  fault ;  Bo- 
hemia inclined  more  toward  the  Bavarians  than 
the  Auftrians.  The  Pruflians  were  vigilant, 
and  attentively  obferved  thofc  perfons  by  whom 
they  might  be  betrayed.  Troops  arrived, 
others  departed ;  fo  that  movements  fo  compli- 
cated might  not  eafily  be  unravelled,  by  country- 
men or  the  common  people.  The  fpics  of 
Konigfeck  might  do  their  duty  ill,  but  he  ought 
not  to  be  too  lightly  condemned.  That  general 
perhaps  thought  that,  if  marihal  Neuperg  had, 
by  his  own  fault,  been  beaten  at  Molwitz,  this 
was  not  a  good  reafon  for  fuppofing  the  Pruf- 
lians invincible ;  and  his  projeft  of  expediting 
the  Pruflians  on  his  road,  and  taking  Prague  by 
furprife,  was  great. 

On  the  approach  of  the  Auflxians,  the  king 
had  the  choice  of  two  parties ;  either  to  have 
the  Elbe  in  his  front,  or  to  meet  prince  Charles 
and  give  him  battle.  The  latter  was  prevalent, 
not  only  as  the  moft  glorious  but  the  moft 
utile ;  becaufe  that  it  muft  haften  a  peace,  the 
negotiations  of  which,  as  we  have  faid,  de- 
manded a  decifive  blow.  The  army  of  the 
king  afTembled  *  immediately  round  Chrudim, 

*  May  ijtht 

which 
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%hich  was  its  center.  The  right  was  fupported 
by  Trzenitz,  and  the  left  by  the  rivulet  of  the 
Chnidimka.  Th^  fcouts  and  fpies,  as  well  as 
deferters  from  the  enemy,  gave  notice  that 
prince  Charles  would  encamp  the  fame  day  at^ 
Setfch  and  Boyanof,  and  that  he  would  remain 
there  on  the  1 5th.  On  other  fides  it  was  heard 
that  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  occupied 
Czallau ;  that  another  corps  marched  to  Kut- 
tenberg ;  and  that  the  huflars  had  feized  on 
the  bridge  of  KoUin.  Tne  defign  of  Konig* 
feck  appeared  to  be  that  of  carrying  the  Pruf- 
fian  magazine  of  Nienbourg,  and  afterward  of 
advancing  toward  Prague. 

To  counteraft  this,  the  king  departed  on  the 
15th  with  the  van-guard,  followed  by  the  army, 
to  gain  the  poft  of  Kuttenberg  before  the  enemy. 
It  was  requifite  to  haften  the  march,  that  the 
ovens  of  the  army  might  be  fet  up  at  Podiebrad, 
This  van-guard  was  compofed  of  ten  battalions, 
ten  fquadrons  of  dragoons,  and  ten  of  huflars* 
The  king  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Podert- 
zau  befide  Cotibortz,  where  this  corps  though 
feeble  was  in  an  impregnable  poft.  The  king, 
that  he  might  perfeftly  know  his  ground,  went 
to  reconnoitre,  and  faw  from  the  height  a  body 
of  feven  or  eight  thoofand  men,  who  en- 
famped  ^t  the  diftanc^  of  half  a  mile  toward 

WiUncof. 


204  POSTHUMOtrs     WORKS* 

Willncof.  Combining  circuniftances  with  the 
march  of  prince  Charles,  this  corps  was  fuppofec^ 
to  be  that  of  prince  Lobkowicz,  coming  from 
Budweis,  to  join  the  grand  army.  Prince  Leo-* 
pold  who  followed  the  king  had  orders  to  ad- 
vance on  the  morrow,  that  thefe  two  bodies 
jjhight  be  capable  of  reciprocal  fuccour.  No- 
tching however  was  feen  in  the  environs  of  Po- 
dcrtzaq,  except  numerous  fmall  parties,  pro- 
bably fent  by  the  enemy  to  reconnoitre  tho 
camp.  The  Pniflian  patroles  were  adtive  all 
the  night,  the  hoxfes  were  kept  faddled,  and  the 
{bidiers  drefled ;  which  put  the  van-guard  bci 
yond  the  danger  of  furprife. 
,  ,On  the  morrow  *p  at  break  of  day,  the  huf- 
fars  brought  word,  that  the  camp  which  had 
been  feen  at  Wilincof,  had  difappeared.  The 
troops  that  had  beei^  taken  for  thofe  of  prince 
Lobkowitz  were,  in  fad:,  the  van-guard  of 
prince  Charles }  who,  that  they  might  rilk  no- 
thing, had  retired  at  the  approach  of  the  Pnif- 
fians.  As  foon  as  prince  Leopold  had  paffed 
the  defile  of  Hermaniefticz,  the  van-guard  con- 
tinued its  march.  The  king,  on  the  route, 
chofe  a  pofition  for  the  army  ;  and  fent  prince 
Leopold  orders  to  encamp  the  right  at  Czaflau, 

*  May  i6th, 
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and  the  left  at  the  village  of  Chotufitz.  The 
Van-guard  preceded  the  army  only  half  a  mile; 
It  took  cantonments  between  Neuhof,  to  the 
right  of  the  Pmffian  army^  and  Kuttenberg. 
Here  they  found  a  batch  of  bread  prepared  for 
the  Auftrians,  and  every  thing  of  which  the 
troops  might  ftand  in.  need.  The  van-guard 
was  to  affemble  upon  the  heights  of  Neuhof, 
on  a  difcharge  of  three  cannon.  This  was  eafy 
to  be  done,  becaufe  the  moft  diftant  regiments 
were  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
ethers. 

Toward  the  evening,  prince  Leopold  fent 
an  officer  to  report  to  the  king  that  the  march 
of  the  army  had  been  retarded,  by  the  artillery 
and  heavy  baggage ;  that,  not  arriving  at  the 
camp  till  fun-fer,  he  had  been  prevented  from 
taking  Czaflau,  and  that  he  had  learnt  that  prince 
Charles  encamped  at  Wilincof,  that  is  to  fay  at 
a  mile^s  diftance  from  the  Pruffian  camp.  This 
was  all  preparatory  for  the  enfviing  battle ;  to 
begin  which  the  king  departed,  on  the  1 7th, 
at  four  in  the  mornihg,  to  join  prince  Leopold. 
Arriving  on  the  heights  of  Neuhof,  the  whole 
Auftrian  army  was  difcovered ;  which,  during 
the  night,  had  gained  Czaflau,  and  which  was 
advancing  in  four  columns  to  attack  tlie  Pruf- 
lians. 

The 
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The  following  is  the  order  in  which  princt 
Leopold  arranged  the  troops.  They  were  on  a 
plain,  the  left  of  which  inclined  toward  the  park 
of  Spiflau.  Between  this  park  and  the  village 
of  Chotufitz  the  ground  was  marlhy,  and  in- 
terfered by  fome  fmall  rivulets.  At  the  end  of 
the  right  was  the  neighbourhood  of  Neuhof, 
fupported  by  a  continuation  of  ponds,  having  a 
height  in  front.  The  king  ordered  marihal 
Buddenbrock  to  occupy  that  height  with  his 
cavalryv  and  prince  Leopold  to  ftrike  the  tents, 
place  two  thirds  of  the  infantry  in  the  firft  line, 
and  leave  a  (pace  in  the  right  of  the  fecond 
line,  where  the  infantry  of  the  van-guard 
might  form.  The  whole  of  the  van-guard,  as 
well  cavalry  as  infantry,  arrived  on  full  trot  to 
join  the  army.  The  dragoons  were  placed  on^ 
the  fecond  line,  at  the  wing  which  marftial 
Buddenbrock  commanded,  and  the  huffars  on 
the-  flanks  ;  and  in  the  third  the  infantry  formed 
the  flank,  and  the  fecond  line  of  the  right 
wing;  for  the  Pruflians  had  been  taught,  by 
the  battle  of  Molwitz,  the  importance  of  guard- 
ing the  flanks. 

Scarcely  were  the  troops  incorporated  teforc 
the  cannonade  began.  Eighty-two  pieces  of 
Pruflian  artillery  kept  up  a  hot  fire.  Marflial 
Buddenbrock  had  formed   his  cavalry  on    a 

height 
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height  which  was  in  his  front,  fo  that  his  right 
-  outwinged  the  left  of  prince  Charles.  He  at- 
tacked the  enemy  with  fo  much  impetuofiiy 
that  he  overthrew  all  oppofition.  The  duft 
y^sis  prodigious,  which  was  the  caufe  that  the 
cavalry  could  not  profit  by  its  advantage  fo 
much  as  might  have  been  expeded.  The 
Jiuflars  of  Bronikowlky,  newly  raifed,  had  been 
part  of  the  van-guard  of  the  king.  Theh  uni- 
form was  green.  The  cavalry  did  not  know 
and  miftook  them  for  the  enemy.  A  cry  ran 
through  the  corps,  **  fFe  are  cut  off/^  and  this 
firft  viftorious  line  fled  as  if  routed. 

Count  Rottembourg,  who  was  with  the  dra- 
goons of  the  fecond  line,  overthrew  a  body  of 
the  enemy  that  bad  ftood  firm.  He  afterward 
fell  on  the  flank. of  the  Auftrian  infantry,  which 
he  ufed  very  ill,  and  which  he  would  have  cut 
in  pieces,  had  not  fome  cuirafliers  and  Auftrian 
buflars  fallen  upon  him,  flank  and  rear.  Rot* 
tembourg  was  wounded,  and  his  forces,  thrown 
Into  confufion,  retreated  from  the  pell  meil 
multitude  with  difficulty.  The  cavalry  how- 
ever rallied ;  and  when  the  duft  was  laid  there 
did  not  appear  on  the  ground  where  the  com- 
bat had  been  fo  hot  above  five  fquadrons  of 
the  enemy.  Thefe  were  the  dragoons  of  Wur- 
fqnberg,  cotamaiidcd  by  colonel  Bretlach. 

During 
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During  this  contcft  of  the  cavalrjr,  thertf  ap^ 
pearcd  a  certain  wavering  in  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry, which  befpoke  its  indccifion  j  and  mar- 
ftial  Konigfeck  refolved  to  make  an  attack  on 
the  left  of  the  Pruflians  witli  his  right.  This  was 
a  judicious  ftep,  becaufe  prince  Leopold,  hav- 
ing been  too  dilatory  in  forming  the  troops,  had 
not  had  time  to  occupy  the  moft  advantageous 
ground  on  the  left.  He  had  haftily  garniftied 
the  village  of  Chotufitz,  which  was  occupied 
by  the  regiment  of  Schwerin ;  but  diforderly, 
and  in  a  bad  manner.  His  own  regiment  was  on 
the  left  of  this  village,  but  at  too  great  a  dif- 
tance;  becaufe  he  had  fuppofcd,  without  ex- 
amining the  ground,  that  the  cavalry  of  the 
left  muft  occupy  the  fpace  which  lay  between 
his  regiment  and  the  park  of  Spiflau :  but, 
this  ground  being  interfefted  by  rivulets,  it  was 
not  poflTible  for  the  cavalry  to  form  there; 
whence  it  refulted  that  the  left  wing  of  his 
regiment  was  in  the  air^.  The  good  will  of 
the  cavalry  however  induced  it  to  attempt  im- 
poffibilities.  It  filed  off,  in  part,  through  the 
village  of  Chotufitz,  and  in  part  over  bridges, 
tq  form.  Here  it  found  Bathiani,  with  the 
Auftrian  cavalry,  ready  formed  in  front.     On 

*  A  military  term  iignifyin2:>  at  a  diflance,  cut  ofFfrom 
fuccour.    T. 

tliis, 
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Hbk,  the  regiments  of  Waldau^  Fruffia^  and 
Bredow^  forced  the  firft  and  fecond  line  of  the 
enemy^  cut  in  pieces  the  regiments  of  Hunga* 
rian  infiuitry^  Paify  and  Vetefch^  which  formed 
the  referve  of  the .  Auftrians,  and^  perceiving 
that  their  anlour  had  led  them  too  £u^  forced 
the  fecond  and  alter  that  the  firft  line  of  the 
enemy^s  infimtry^  and  thus  returned^  loaded 
with  trophies^  to  rejoin  the  army. 

The  fecond  line  of  the  left  wing  of  the  Pruf<> 
£an  cafvalry  was  attacked  by  an  Auftrian  corps^ 
as  it  left  ChotuiitZy  before  it  had  time  to  form, 
and  was  beaten  in  detail.  Konigfeck,  perceiv* 
jng  that  the  regiment  of  Leopold,  being  aban* 
doned  by  the  cavalry,  had  no  fupport,  direded 
all  the  efforts  of  his  infantry  on  that  fide. 
This  regiment  was  obliged  to  give  back,  and 
the  enemy  profited  by  the  motion  to  iet  fire  to 
the  village  of  Chotufitz,  in  which  they  were 
^ilty  of  greaft  folly;  for  a  village  which  is 
intended  to  be  taken  ought  not  to  be  burnt,  a9 
the  flames  prevent  entrance;  although  it  is 
prudent  to  fet  fire  to  a  village  abandoned,  in 
order  to  impede  thp  purfuit  of  the  enemy* 
The  regiment  of  Schwerin,  perceiving  the  fine 
in  good  time,  fodbok  the  village,  and  formed 
the  left  flank.    Tl^e  fire  rofe  as  a  barrier,  diat 
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prevwted  the  iflault  of  the  5W9  armies  Cfi  4mI 
fide.  .  . 

Notvithftanding  thU  obftacje,  th*  eftflsy 
attacked  the  left  of  the  Prufiians  on  xbs  vii^ 
of  the  village.  Among  others,  a  Haui^o 
regunei^t  of  infantry  Wiihod  to  enter  that  linf 
fword  in  hand ;  but  dieir  e£iy  was  {q  unfile^ 
^f[s£vl  that  foldiers  and  oflkers^  as  well  pfs  tht 
regiment  of  Leopold  Daun,  lay  extended  bor 
&re  the  Pru$an  battalions  as  if  they  had  thrown 
4own  ^heir  arms:  fo  formidable  is  a  welh- 
Jiandlcd  nm&et  become. 

The  king  feized  this  moment  promptly  tp 
attack  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy's  infimiry, 
which  motion  decided  the  viftory.  The  Aviftrians 
ficll  back  on  dieir  rights  and  were  driven  to 
Dobroya.  They  were  forced  upon  grcwnd 
where  they  could  not  fight,  and  their  con&fioa 
became  general.  The  whole  country  was  co^ 
vered  with  fiigitives.  Afarfhat  Buddcnbrod; 
ibllowed  hotly  at  tbar  hcek,  and  purTued  them 
widi  forty  fquadron^,  fupported  by  ten  batta* 
iions,  to  the  difb^nce  of  a  mile  from  the  field  of 
batde.  The  Pruffian  trophies  confided  in 
^hteen  cannon,  and  two  pair  of  colours :  they 
took  twelve  hundred  prifoncrs.  Though  this 
may  not  be  ranked  in  the  firfl  order  of  batcles> 
ftil}  the  enemy  loft  ^  number  of  officers;  and 

if 
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if  tke  4c«dy  priffwen,  wounded^  and  (Voters 
arf  iocludcd^  their  lofs  mdy  be  eftimitedy  wid^* 
ogt  exaggeration,  at  ftyen  thpufand  mcfc  A 
quantity  of  ftaodards  would  likewife  bat^  boon 
taken  had  they  not  had  the  precaution  to  leave 
them  in  the  rear,  under  the  guard  of  three 
hundred  horfe.  The  Pruffians  loft  eleven  ftand* 
ards^  which  ought  to  be  the  lefs  furprifing> 
becai^e  it  was  the  cuflnm  of  the  Auftriao 
cavahyt  at  that  tifne^  to  fire  on  horfcback^  |t 
was  always  beaten,  but  ftiU  it  was  fatal  p|l^ 
horf^s  of  the  aflaiUnts. 

Thf  df  ad  of  xkP  Pruffi^qs  amounted  tp  «iae 
hundred  horfe,  and  feven  hwdred  f<?Pt,  Th?re 
wcr«  fiiU  two  thonfacd  WQunded.  GfRcnJa 
Vfcvdfi^k,  and  Wedel,  aad  colowls  Bi^gr^^ 

Mal^hn^  Kortzfleifch,  and  Britz,  gloriouflf 
loft  their  lives  on  thlit  day.  The  tioops  dii 
wonders*  The  batde  only  lafted  three  hours. 
Thiit  of  Molwitx  had  been  hotter^  pKure  bloody 
imd  was  in  its  confequeqces  more  importaac* 
Had  die  Pn^Hans  been  beaten  at  Chocufits^ 
tibe  ftate  would  not  have  beeii  without  resource  ; 
^t  by  gaining  the  viflory  they  gained  peac^ 

The  generals  of  each  army  were  guilty  ef 
#rrors^  w4iich  it  win  be  well  to  examine^  tKai 
liich  Suites  may  be  avoided  in  future.  I^\t9 
begin  with  mariblJl  I^PIVgteck^    Jt£s  prqgeft^ 
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was  to  fiirprifc  the  Pruffians.  He  feizcd  by 
night  on  Czaflau^  and  his  light  troops  ikirmifhed 
till  the  morning  with  the  grand  gtiards  of  the 
Pruffians.  Was  this  purpofeljr  to  keep  them 
alert,  and  to  prevent  their  being  furprifed  ;  or 
did  he  intend  to  inform  them  of  his  own  de» 
fign  ?  On  the  day  of  batde  *,  he  might,  at  day- 
break, have  fallen  on  the  camp  of  prince 
Leopold,  where  the  king  did  not  arrive  till  fix 
in  the  morning.  What  did  he  ?  He  waited 
till  eight  o'clock  before  he  put  his  army  in 
motion,  and  the  van-guard  arrived.  What 
were  the  faults  he  committed  during  the  battle  ? 
He  gave  marfhal  Buddenbrock  liberty  to  feizc 
•on  an  advantageous  height,  fronv  which  die 
Pruffian  cavalry  fell  upon  and  overthrew  his 
left  wing.  He  took  the  village  of  Chotofitz  ^ 
and,  inftead  of  employing  it  intirely  to  turn  the 
left  flank  of  his  enemy,  he  deprived  himfelf  of 
this  advantage  by  fetting  it  on  fire,  and  pre- 
venting his  own  troops  from  paffing  through  it, 
which  protected  the  left  of  the  Prufikns.  He 
;kept  his  whole  attention  on  the  right,  and 
hegleded  his  left  wing,  whidi  the  king  out- 
twinged,  and  forced  to  retire,  as  far  as  the  rivu- 
Mx  of  Dobroya,  whence  the  conftifion  of  that 
wing. was  communicated  to  the  wboje  artay» 

'  *  May  i7tli.  ■        - 

Thus, 
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Tims,  at  d>e  tfiomcnt  when  kc  heldviftory  in.. 

.  his  grafp,  he  fufier ed  k  to  efcape,  and  found 
faunfelf  obliged  to  fly  to  avoid  the  ignominy  of 
tlirpwing  down  his  arms. 

The  condud  of  the  king  may  be  cenfured^ 
becaufe  he  did  not  rejoin  his  army  in  this  camp. 
He  might  have  confided  his  van*guard  to  ano- 
ther officer,  by  whom  it  might  have  been  con<* 
dufted  to  Kuttenberg  -  as  well  as  by  himfelf. 
But  the  reproof  due  to  die  maqner  in  which  the 
ground  was  occupied  appertains  folely  to  prince 
Leopold.  He  ought  literally  to  have  obeyed 
the  inftrudions  fent  by  the  king.  He  eu^ 
to  have  been  roufed  from  his  fecurity^  being 
informed  of  the  defigns  of  the  enemy  by  ikir* 
milhes,  which  continued  all  the  night*  He  did 
not  make  a  judicious  ufe  of  the  ground  on 
which  he  was  to  fight.  His  errors  confjtfted  in 
not  having  thrown  fome  infimtry  into  the  park 
of  Spiflau,  which  covered  the  left.  This  mi^ 
well  have  prevented  the  approach  of  Bathiani 

'  and  his  cavalry.  The  cavalry  of  the  prince 
ought  to  have  fupported  itfelf  at  this  paric: 
had  he  been  vigilant  enough  to  do  this  in  time^ 
the  thing  was  not  impradicable.  His  order  of 
battle,  on  the. right,  was  Icfs  defedivc.  By 
making  the  changes  which  have  been  indicated, 
bis  cavalry,  on  the  left,  would  have  had  the 

'     P  3  fnia 


•0  pais  in  die  prefence  of  the  mciiij,  aOA 
^»oyld  iiave  fotmd  idelf  06  groiund  where  no^ 
thing  could  have  prevented  it  from  ading  freel^» 
X^  Ut  further  add  that  this  village  of  Cbotulitz 
kad  MLp  at  the  mcA,  any  thii^  more  than  th6 
appearance  of  a  poft.  The  chnrch-yard  wafc 
the  only  tenable  place ;  but  that  was  furrounded 
by  wckkten  cottages,  which  would  have  been  in 
iUml:s  as  ibon  as  the  firing  of  the  infiuitrf 
ihouM  begin.  The  only  means  of  defending 
this  village  would  have  been  intrenchment ; 
Ehdy  as  there  wIeis  no  time  for  fuch  a  wctf-lc^ 
any  intention  of  maintaining  it  ought  not  ti 
have  taken  birth.  The  principal  fault  whiek 
^mSe  Leopold  committed^  in  what  preceded 
the  i^on>  was  that  he  would  not  believe  the 
chtoy  was  coming  to  attack  him,  till  he  faw 
itic  columns  begin  to  form  in  his  front.  It 
was  chc»  loo  late  to  think  of  good  difpoiitlons. 
But  the  Valour  of  the  tfodpd  triumph^  ovdr 
«nmuet,  obftacles,  impediments  of  ground, 
attd  h\Au  which  appertained  only  to  thiir  com«- 
ttundets.  Such  an  army  was  capable  of  re«- 
.  Trieving  a  general,  and  the  king  himftlf  allowk 
that  be  has  more  than  one  obligation^  c^  th^ 
kind,  to  its  excellence. 
The  Auftriani,  a^er  their  4efc«,  halted  only 

when 
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trkm  tlifcy  arrived  <t  the  village  of  Habor^ 
tiasxc  miks  dUHm  ffom  die  field  of  battle^ 
where  they  took  a  fortified  camp  on  the  top  of 
the  hSk.  Prince  Charles  was  here  joined  by  ft 
reinforceinent  of  four  thoufand  men«  Tht 
king,  at  the  fame  time,  recetved  fix  thouiand^ 
under  the  condudt  of  general  Derfchav,  fent  hiqi 
by  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  out  of  Upper  Sikfia. 
The  Prufflaflfs  followed  the  foe:  but,  wUkli 
their  van^^ard  appeared^  toward  evenings  m 
the  neighbourhood  of  Hbbor,  prince  Charlet 
decamped  tiutt  very  nighty  and^  paffing  throi^ 
thick  woods,  obtained  the  rdad  of  Teutfchbrod. 
I'he  Pruffian  troops,  unabte  to  mftrch  furthtr 
iftto  'Bohemia,  ^r  want  of  prdvifions,  wetit  9ud 
encamped  at  Kuttenberg,  that  they  might  b^ 
ritiar  their  magaziiles. 

While  prince  Charles  fuflfered  him^felf  to  be 
beaten  by  the  Pruffiansi  Lobko^it^  pafled  th» 
Muldau,  at  the  head  of  feven  thovifand  men^ 
and  audacioully  appeared  before  Frauenbefg, 
the  Caftle  of  which  might  have  held  out  a  week^ 
ib  which  he  kid  fiege  *«  Dfe  Broglio,  having 
feeeited  ^  rtinfotc^taetki  of  ten  thoufimd  mca^ 
and  being  joined  by  maffhal  deBelleifle,  becaufe 
that  the  diet  oi  Frankfort  had  broken  U^; 

*  R«la6Mi  cf  Waiicb  aa  eye-wkntit. 
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de  Broglio^  I  hy,  undertooktofuccourthe  place* 
He  fenc  his  whole  corps  through  a  very  narrow 
defile^  near  Sah^,  in  which  Lobkowitz  had 
placed  fome  in&ntry.  The  French  fquadrons^ 
leaving  the  ftrait  without  order  or  difpofition, 
attacked  the  cuiraffiers  of  HohensoUem  and 
Bemis^  that  formed  the  rear-guard  of  Lob- 
kowitz, and  beat  them.  In  the  rear  of  the 
Auftrians  was  a  wood,  where  the  Aufbians 
feveral  times  rallied;  but,  as  the  number  of 
the  French  incrcafed,*they  at  length  forced 
their  enemies,  and  Lobkowitz  did  not  think 
himfelf  in  fafety  till  he  had  hailily  gained  Bud« 
treis.  The  Auftrian  cuiraffiers  formerly  had 
the  charader  of  the  pillars  df  the  empire ; .  the 
battles  of  Crutzka  and  Molwitz  deprived  them 
of  their  beft  officers,  whofe  places  were  ill  fup- 
plied.  This  cavalry  therefore  fired  or  attacked 
in  diforder,  confequently  was  often  beaten,  and 
loft  that  confidence  in  itfelf  which  is  the  very 
inftindt  of  bravery* 

The  French  vaunted  of  the  affair  at  Sah6  as 
of  a  viftory  of  the  firft  nu^nitude.  The  baj- 
tle  of  Fharfalia  did  not  excite  more  rumour  in 
.  Rome  than  this  trifling  combat  at  Paris;  The 
i^hiends  of  cardinal  de  Fleuri  had  need  of 
being  propped  by  fome  fuccefsful  events,  and 
the  two  mallbals  who  were  prefent  at  the  con* 

teft 


THE  BX«TOtT  OF  MT  PWH  TtMIS. 

tift'.iviflied  to  "new  bumUh  old  repuudon* 
Maiihal  dc  BcUdfle,  intoxicated  with  his  fuccefi^ 
as  well  at  Frankfort  on  the  Main  as'  at  Sah^, 
and  vain  of  having  given  Germany  an  emperor, 
repaired  to  the  camp  of  the  kingi  to  conceit  ^ 
with  him  the  mtans  of  awakening  the  Saxona 
from  their  political  ftupor*  He  chofe  an  un- 
lucky moment;  the  king  was  very  &r  from 
entering  into  his  views.  The  many  fecret  ne* 
^)tiations  which  were  whifpered  between  the 
Auftrians  and  cardinal  de  fleuri,  aa  well  as 
anecdotes  difplaying  his  duplicity^  had  robbed 
die  king  of  confidence.  It  was  known  that 
la  Chetardie  had  told  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia 
that^  the  moft  certain  means  of  rtoondling 
herfeif  with  Sweden  was  to  indemnify  that 
power  in  Pomerania^  at  the  expence  of  the 
king  of  Pruffia  *•  This  expedient  the  empre& 
refufedj  and  imparted  the  projeft  to  the  Pru(^ 
fian  ambafiador.  Cardinal  Tencin  meanwhile 
declared  to  the  pope^  in  the  name  of  his  court, 
that  his  holinefs  ought  not  to  difturb  himfelf 
concerning  the  rife  of  the  Pruffians ;  for  that, 
in  fit  dme  and  place^  France  would  take  good 
care  to  humble,  as  fht  had  done  to  aggrandize, 
ttiofe  heretics*    The  dark  conduft  of  cardinal 

f  ^  Rilmlon  J$  Mdrtrf$Ui. 
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M  I^enri  rcnddred  him  dbferving  of  erit^  fuC» 
'  picidfi«  He  kept  dfie  Dtl&rgis  at  Viehna/  Iirli6 
if»i  his  *miffary  and  nfegotiator.  Td  dnhim* 
vent  hito  Was  (hei-efore  indifpcnfably  titceBkrf  j 
cTpccially  when  wc  idd  to  fo  mahy  poHdcal 
reafons  that  of  finance,  die  ftrongeft  and  moft 
dtcifive  of  ail.  There  fcarcely  were  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  in  the  treafury.  With 
a  fbm  fo  fmaiU  it  was  impoilible  to  make  the 
neceflkl^  preparations  fof  the  following  cam* 
jpaign.  No  refburce  was  to  be  had  in  loaM^ 
lidr  thdcr  expedients  to  which  fovercigns  hiVc 
itemifTe,  wheire  opulence  is  the  chai'afteratic  <Jf 
didf  kingdoms. 

iTiefe  cortflderations  colldfbivdjr  Weire  &e 
eaiife  Aat  full  powers  were  fent  to  count  Pode- 
Wife,  Who  was  then  at  Brcflau^  authdriiting  him 
fo  fign  a  .peace  with  lord  tlyndfbrd,  who  ilf* 
had  full  powers  from  the  court  of  Vienna.  Thi* 
too  was  the  teafon  that  the  king  entered  kM 
ftone  of  the  meafures  propofed  to  him  by  mar-* 
fliil  dd  ftelleifle,  and  that  the  audiences  Of  th6 
latter  paffbd  only  irt  Cofnplimehcs  and  panegy- 
ric, ft  might  be  forefeen,  by  the  fituatbti  irt 
which  maffhal  de  Bf oglio  had  put  himfelf,  that  h* 
was  expofed  to  rccdve  fome  check.  It  was  tfOt 
for  the  intercfb  of  Prulfia  that  Auftria  (hould  be 
inflated  with  any  new  advantage,  previouato 
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tbft  figniag  of  the  pelct.  To  pceVeot  ad)r  fuch 
ftdverfe  accident^ .  the  king  informed  maiibd 
At  Bro^o  of  the  motiohs  cf  prince  Charlfi^ 
which  tended  to  a  jundion  with  prince  Lob*; 
kowitz.  He  remonftrated  to  him  that  ht  niyft 
eitped  to  be  attacked  by  the  united  ford^  of 
Auftria^  and  that  if  he  would  not  vigoroufly 
pu(b  Lobkowitz,  before  the  arrival  of  ptinoe 
Charles^  he  ought  at  leaft  to  reriduai  Fratt«^ 
eiiiberg. 

The  marfhal  laughed  it  the  adrice  of  a  youti|( 
man,  paid  no  regard  to  it,  and  tnmquiUy  t^ 
mained  at  Frauenberg,  without  very  well  kiiDvr« 
tng  why.  The  Auilrians  ^prefemljr  ttJbt  vp^ 
carried  one  of  his  detadimems  «t  Tm&f  ttd^ 
palling  the  Muldau^  pill6g;«d  Che  ffhait  Up 
gage  of  the  FretiCh.  &i'6glid>  infttitely  i&o^ 
'hifhed  at  what  h^  hlipptned,  <!duld  onljr  Bf  to 
Pifeck>  frohi  which  place,  hiVing  ^ven  hil 
whole  command  in  the  fe#  wdrds,  **  the  arttf 
"  muft  march/'  he  retired  to  Bhtuttto ;  whence 
iM  was  driven  by  three  thc^taffthd  Cfoats,  ktid 
pufTued  to  the  very  walls  of  Prague. 

This  ill  news  occafioned  a  courier  to  be  tcnx 
Wf  to  Breflau,  to  haftenthe  conclufion  of  peace* 
The  eloquence  of  lord  Hyndford,  ftreiigthened 
hf  the  viftory  of  the  Pruffians,  appeared  more 
fttftiM&re  to  the  Anftriaji  miiiiftry  thtu  it  ha4 

dont 


^ 


2SO  VOSTHXTMOirS     WORK#« 

done  formerly.  They  iiftened  to  the  counfcis 
of  the  king  of  England^  and  the  following  are 
the  preliminary  articles  which  were  figned  at 
Sreflau. 

L  The  queen  of  Hungary  ceded  to  the  king 
of  Pruffia  Upper  and  Lower  Silefia^  yrith  the 
principality  of  Glatz;  except  the  towns  of 
Troppau,  Jasgerndorff^  and  the  high  mountains 
iituated  beyond  the  Oppa. 

IL  The  Pruffians  undertook  to  repay  the 
Englifli  one  million  feven  hundred  thoufand 
crowns ;  which  fiim  was  a  mortgage  loan  cm 

The  remaining  articles  related  to  a  fufpenlioa 
of  arms,  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  and  the  free-' 
ilom  of  religion  and  trade, 
.  Thus  was  Silefia  united  to  the  Fruffian  dates. 
Two  years  were  fufficient  for  the  conqueft  of 
that  important  province.  The  trpafures  which 
the  late  king  had  left  were  ahnofl  expended ; 
but  provinces  that  do  not  cod:  more  than  fev^ 
or  eight  millions  are  cheaply  purchafed.  Cir* 
cumflances  particularly  favoured  this  atchieve- 
ment.  It  was  neccffary  that  France  ftiould  fuf- 
fer  herfelf  to  become  a  party  in  the  war ;  that 
Ruflia  (hould  be  attacked  by  Swefien;  that 
timidity  (hould  caufe  the  Hanoverians  and 
Saxons  to  remain  inadive ;  that  fuccefs  thould 
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be  uninterrupted ;  and  that  the  king  of  England^ 
though  an  ^nerny  of  the  Pruflians,  (hould^  in 
his  own  defpite^  become  an  inftrument  of  their 
aggrandizement.  What  moil  contributed  to 
this  conqueft  was  an  army  that  had  for  two  and 
twenty  years  been  forming,  and  by  its  admir* 
able  difcipline  rendered  fuperior  to  all  the  ibl- 
diers  of  Europe.  Add  to  this^  generals  that 
were  true  citizens ;  wife  and  incorruptible  mi- 
nifters  i  and,  finally,  a  fpecies  of  good  fortune 
which  often  accompanies  youth,  and '  deferts 
age. 

Had  the  undertaking  &iled,  the  king  would 
have  been  deemed  a  ra(h  prince,  enterprizing 
beyond  hisftrength.  Succefs  made  him  fup- 
pofed  happy.  In  reality,  fortune  only  befto\ys 
fame;  and  he  whom  fortune  £ivours  is  ap- 
plauded, while  he  on  whom  (he  frowns  is 
blamed. 

After  the  ratifications  were  exchanged,  the 
king  withdrew  his  troops  out  of  Bohemia  :  fome 
of  them  marched  through  Saxony  to  return  to 
their  native  cotintry,  others  were  fent  into  Si- 
lella,  being  deftined  to  guard  this  new  con* 
^uefL 
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CHAP.     vn. 

€f  tkf  Ptm^  Notification  to  tkc  Mis.  fVar 
^h^j^  Tbf  HanfQfrians  pin  th$  Englijb  in 
Fknders.  Wear  of  Finland.  CnfUmloHcn  pf 
fpf^drkk^m.  Duke  ^Hpijhin  called  to  tbt 
S^fdifip  Sucetifint.  Murcb  of  Mailhbois  intp 
t^emkh  Md  afterwatrd  into  Bavaria.  Nor 
gitiAfiMi  tftbf  Frensk  4^  Engli/b  at  Berlin  t 
4nd  oti/ffr  EviuU  ^  ibi  Toarij  4^^. 

F^OPi^l^TY  rpqvircd  that  a  peace  fo 
J^y  coiK:Iwie4  (bould  be  nptified  to  tlif 
former  ^JUlies  of  Pfuflia*  The  kipg  )fa4  g9o4 
fe^foos  for  what  hp  4^4  *  but  fome  of  th^  werf 
of  a  nature  nc^t  to  be  ip^  ppblic^  s^^  others 
^ould  po(  btf  r^peat^  without  loading  France 
with  reproaches.  Far  from  wifhing  to  ofieiu) 
;()tf  pow^j  tine  king  w^  4«firqu?  of  p»yi|ig  |ier 
fvery  Fffp^  :  h«  oply  wouW  n«  filffff  WiBftlf 
10  mcur  the  dafjgws  to  whi§h.  Ifefi  1m4  »P9ft4 
hcrfflf;  ftRc),  ^er  bftying  t>§fj[)  as^^,,4flh 
aernyn^d  tQ  become  a  fpoft^grgf -the  ^laf.. 
The  feelings  of  the  cardinal  at  this  r^f§f(§ 
of  fyftem,  by  which  his  moft  hidden  purpofes 
were  overturned,  were  well  forefeen.  His  few 
cf 9t  (np(iv«s  wece  veiy  4ifi<^ent  from  thofe  with 
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which  he  amufcd  the  pyl>]iiq. .  They  wcr?  really 
»s  foUow.  He  prefuiped  (o  highly  Qft  the  nmm 
pf  France  that  he  imagined  ^  handful  of  p^ 
were  fufficium  tomainp^fi  Bohc<qia«  Hisin^ 
tentioa  was  to  ma]^?  the  flUc^  bear  the  whoW 
weight  of  the  war,  and  to  be  adive  or  ren^^ 
in  military  ^airS|  according  a6  the  intercfts  of 
fr^JiCf  (ho^ld  dii3:ate  (  thai  thu3  be  might  ma<r 
pa^e  (he  nejgptiation^  for  peace  to  the  utmoft 
adv^tage  of  L/yqi^  XV.  This  wa^  a  very  dif- 
ferent conduft  to  that  whidi  he  was  obliged  to 
bold  by  the  treaty  of  alliance. 

The  emperor,  of  all  the  allies  pf  Franccj^  had 
the  greateft  caufe  of  complaint.  Marflial  de 
Broglio  was  neither  a  Catinat  nor  a  Turenne : 
and  linle  dependance  could  be  placed  on  mar* 
flial  Torring  and  the  Bavarian  troops.  A$  for 
the  eledor  of  Saxony,  jealous  as  he  was  of  the 
Aggrandisement  of  the  houfe  of  Brandenbouj-^^ 
he  had  this  obligation  to  the  king,  that  being 
invaded  in  the  peace  pf  Brellau  he  thys  might 
honourably  retrieve  aa  ill-advifed  ft?p.  Auguf- 
ftls  III.  ijideed  was  (o  litde  jnfprmed  of  the  m^* 
ner  in  which  his  tropps  were  employed  that^ 
when  count  War^enfleben  was  frnt  to  ^noimc^ 
tp  him,  in  the  name  of  his  ally^  the  gain  of  th^ 
battle  of  Czailau,  he  afked  the  count  if  his 
troops  had  behavp^  WcU.  ^  Wartenlleben  re- 
plied 
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piled  they  were  not  prefent ;  and  that»  long  be* 
fore  the  batde,  diey  had  retreated  into  th* 
circle  of  Saatz,  on  the  frontiers  of  Saxony.  The 
king  appeared  aftonilhed^  and  called  for  count 
•  ♦  *,  who  gave  him  fome  inligniiicant  reafons, 
by  which  he  was  appeafed. 

There  being  fo  litde  good  will  on  the  part  of 
his  allies^  the  king  found  no  great  difficulty  in 
making  his  apology.  The  following  is  the 
copy  of  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  cardinal  de 
Fleuri  *. 

^.*   SIR,  AND  COUSIN, 

•*  IT  is  known  to  you  that,  finte  the  com- 
'^  mencement  of  our  mutual  engagements,  I 
•*  have,  with  inviolable  fidelity,  feconded  every 
*^  plan  of  the  king  your  mafter.  By  my  rc- 
'^  monilrances  I  ailifled  in  gaining  the  Saxops 
**  from  the  party  of  the  queen  of  Hungary.  I 
**  gave  my  vote  in  favour  of  the  cleftor  of 
*^  Bavaria  i  I  accelerated  his  coronation ;  witH 
**  my  whole  power  I  aided  in  overawing  tliQ 
**  king  of  England ;  I  brought  Denmark  over  tq 
<*  your  intereft ;  in  fine,  by  negotiation  and  by 
**  war,  I  contributed  as  much  as  in  me  lay  in 
•*  fuftaining  the  party  of  my  allies ;  although 
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*'  the  cffecb  have  never  been  fufEcIendy  cor*- 
*^  refpondent  to  my  good  wifties.  Notwith^ 
5^  ftanding  that  my  trbops,  cxhauftfed  by  thd 
**  continual  feitigu^  of  1741,  demanded  feft, 
■*  which  feemed  to  be  their  du^,  1  was  not  deaf 
*^  to  the  preffing  folicitarions  of  marihal  dfe 
**  Belleifl^j  but  employed  them  in  Bohemia, 
*^  there  to  Cover  the  left  wing  of  the  allies.  I 
**  did  more.  To  relieve  M.  de  Segur,  wherf 
•*  blockaded  in  Lintz,  my  zfeal  foi:  the  com- 
•*  mon  caufe  tranfported  me  into  Saxony ; 
•^  whete,  by  importunity,  I  obtained  the  con'- 
•*  fent  of  the  king  of  Poland  that  his  trodps,  in 
<^  concert  with  mine,  (hoUld  make  a  diverfion 
**  in  Moravia.  They  marched  tb  Iglau,  from 
^^  which  prince  Lobkowitz  haftily  retired.  This 
•*  diverfion  muft  have  been  effcftive,  iod  M« 
**  de  Segur  patiently  waited  its  confequences  j 
^^  and  had  marflial  de  Broglio  been  fufficiently 
**  in  force  on  the  Wotawa  to  feeond  my  efforts* 
*^  But  the  precipitate  hafte  of  the  firft>  the  fmall 
'^  army  of  the  latter,  the  want  of  will  in  the 
*^  Saxon  geAeral^,  ^nd  finally  the  want  of  artil* 
*^  lery  fdr  the  fiege  of  Brunn,  rendered  this  ex- 
'^  pedition  fruitlefs  1  and  obliged  me  to  quit 
**  a  province  the  Saxons  were  to  pofTefs^  bur 
**  which  they  had  not  a  defire  to  conquer.  On 
my  return  from  Bohemia,  I  marched  ^igai^ft 
VQu  u  F.iRT  u  C^  •*  prince 
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**  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  whom,  that  I  migftt 
•*  fave  the  city  of  Prague,  I  attacked ;  and 
**  which,  had  he  not  been  routed,  he  would 
•«  have  bcfieged.  I  purflie^  him  as  far  as  the 
**  fubiiftence  of  my  army  would  permk.  No^ 
••  fooncr  did  I  hear  that  prince  Charles  had 
"  taken  the  road  to  Tabor  and  Budweis,  than 
•*  I  infcmned  marfhah  de  Broglio  of  this,  and 
•*  advifed  him  to  force  prince  Lobkowitz  to  re* 
•^  treat,  whom  he  had  lately  vanquiflied  at 
•^  Sahe,  before  the  prince  fhould  be  joined  hf 
*'  the  army  of  the  queen  of  Hungary.  Inftead 
**  of  thinking  proper  to  aft  thus,  or  of  returning 
^  to  Pifeek,  whene  the  ground  was  ferooraWc^ 
«*  the  marftial  divided  his  troops  into  detadi- 
•*  mencs.  You  are  informed  of  the  misfor* 
^  tunes  which  were  the  refuli*  At  prefent  fia- 
^  varia  is  cut  off  from  Bohetma,  and  the  Au- 
**  ftrians,  matters  of  Pilfen,  in  (bme  mattft^r 
•*  intercept  the  fotcours  which  marftial  de 
**  Btx>glio  may  expeA  fronob^rance.  Notwith- 
^^  ftafiding  the  promifcs  which  the  SMOn^ 
**  made  to  marlhal  de  ,Belieifle,  &:  from  pre- 
•^  paring  to  fulfil  thefe  promifes,  and  join  the 
«•  French,  I  learn  that  Aey  quit  Bohemia,  and 
•*  return  to  their  elcftorate.  In  a  fituatioii  like 
^^  this,  the  condud:  of  the  Saxons  being  more 
^  than  fiafpiciousj  and  from  which  there  is  no- 
thing 
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^*  thing  to  hope,  on  the  part  of  M.  de  Har- 
**  court,  I  bchoW  in  the  future  a  tedious,  an 
*^  endlefs  war,  the  principal  burden  of  which 
*^  would  fall  upon  me.  The  money  of  Eng- 
*'  land,  on  one  hand,  fets  ill  Hungary  in  arms ; 
*^  and,  on  the  other,  by  the  efforts  of  the  em- 
prefs  queen,  her  provinces  are  produftive  of 
nothing  but  foldiers.  The  Hungarians  pre- 
*^  pare  to  fall  on  Upper  Silefia.  The  Saxons, 
**  ill-difpofed  as  I  know  them  to  be,  are  capable 
^^  of  acting  in  concert  with  the  Auftrians,  and 
*^  of  making  a  diverfion  into  my  hereditary 
*'  ftates,  which  at  prefent  are  without  defence. 
*'  Thus  doth  futurity  prefent  the  moft  gloomy 
*^  profpedts  ;  and,  in  a  fituation  thus  critical, 
^^  though  with  bitternefs  of  heart,  I  fee  myfeljF 
'*  obliged  to  fly  from  the  fhipwreck,  and  feek 
^  an  afylum.  Though  events  fo  unfortunate 
•*  have  obliged  me  to  take  a  part  which  is  juf* 
**  tified  by  neceffity,  you  will  ever  find  me  faith* 
*^  fully  fulfilling  engagements,  the  execution  of 
**  which  depends  upon  myfelf  alone.  I  Ihall 
*^  never  revoke  that  renunciation  I  have  made 
**  of  the  countries  of  Juliers  and  Berg ;  nor  ever 
*'  trouble,  direftly  or  indireftly,  the  eftabliflied 
^'  order  of  futceffion.  I  vnM  rather  turn  my 
**  arms  againft  myfelf  than  againftthe  French. 
*'  I  £hall  ever  be  found  equally  eager  in  con- 

0^2  **  curring 
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**  currifig  to  procure  advantage  to  the  king 
**  your  maftcr,  and  good  to  his  kingdom.  The 
**  courfe  of  the  war  has  been  one  continued 
•*  fucceffion  of  mirks  of  good  will  toward  my 
**  allies ;  of  this  you  muft  be  as  much  convinced 
**  as  of  the  authenticity  of  the  fads  I  have  here 
*^  dated.  I  am  perfuaded,  Sir,  you  will  re- 
^*  gret,  with  me,  the  caprice  of  that  deftiny 

*^  which  has  rendered  defigns  fo  falutary  to 
^*  Europe,  as  ours  were,  abortive. 

"  I  am,  &c.' 


ft 


The  following  is  the  Anfwer  of  the  Cardinal  *• 

"sire, 

**  YOUR  majefty  will  eafily  judge  how  great 
^'  was  the  grief  which  the  letter  you  did  mc 
*^  the  honour  to  addrefs  to  me,  on  the  loth 
*^  of  this  month,  occafioned.  The  melancholy 
**  event,  which  overthrows  all  our  projeds  in 
•*  Germany,  might  have  been  redreffed,  could 
**  your  majefty  have  fuccoured  marihal  de 
**  Broglio,  and  at  leaft  have  faved  the  city  of 
*^  Prague.  But  you  found  this  to  be  im- 
'«  poflible,  and  we  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
ff  your  better  judgment  and  prudence.     Great 

•  June  ao,  1742. 

"  faults 
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^*  feults  it  is  true  have  been  committed.  Any 
*^  rehearfal  of  them  would  be  ufelefs ;  but, 
*^  could  we  have  imited  all  our  forces,  the  evil 
*^  would  not  have  been  without  remedy.  The 
"  pad  muft  be  forgotten  ;  and  we  muft  think 
•^  only  of  peace,  fince  yovir  majefty  believes 
peace  to  be  neceffary,  and  fince  that  the 
king  is  HO  lefs  defirous  of  it  than  is  your  ma- 
<*  jefty.  Do  you.  Sire,  regulate  the  conditions, 
and  we  will  give  full  powers  to  marihal  de 
Belleiile  to  fign  whatever  (hall  be  ftipulated. 
I  know  die  good  faith  and  generofity  of  your 
**  majefty  too  well,  to  entertain  the  leaft  fuf- 
^*  picion  that  you  will  confent  to  abandon  us, 
*'  after  the  authentic  proofs  we  have  given  of 
*^  pur  fidelity  and  zeal  for  jhe  injerefts  of  Pruf- 
**  fia.  Your  majefty  becomes  the  arbitrator  of 
*^  Europe,  nor  will  you  ever  ad  a  more  glo- 
^'  rious  p^.  Conclude  this  part  therefore.  Sire, 
*^  by  protecting  your  allies,  and  th(5  interefts  of 
**  the  emperor,  as  much  as  poffible.  In  my 
^*  prefent  affliftion  I  have  nothing  farther  to 
'*  add,  but  that  my  good  wifties  will  incef- 
*^  fanUy  be  for  the  profperity  of  your  majeftjr, 
««  and  that  I  am,  with  all  refpeft,  &c/' 
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Thus  ended  an  alliance  in  which  each  paity 
endeavoured  to  outwit  the  Qtl^er ;  in  whicl^ 
the  troops  of  the  various  fovereigns  were  as  dif- 
obedient  to  their  commander?  as  if  difobedi* 
cnce  had  been  their  duty;  in  which  camp$ 
refembled  a  (late  of  anarchy ;  ^d  the  plans  of 
generals  were  fqbmipted  to  be  revifed  by  an  old 
prieft ; .  who,  without  any  knowledge  of  war, 
or  the  fituation  of  places,  unfeafonably  often 
rejeded  or  approved  thofe  iriiportant  projeft^ 
l^y  which  war  was  to  be  decided.  Tliis  was  the 
true  miracle  which  was  the  falvation  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria ;  a  mor^  prudent  condu(^  ^oi|14  have 
rendered  its  deftrudion  inevitable. 

As  foon  as  the  ratifications  were  exchanged 
between  the  Pruffians  and  Auftrian?,  the  peace 
was  guarantied  by  the  king  of  England,  witl^ 
^1  formal  folemnity.  Lord  Carteret  wa$  the 
principal  promoter  of  this  peace ;  for  he  flat^ 
tered  himfelf  be  foon  (hould  engage  Pruffia  to 
fake  part  in  the  war  he  meditated  againft  prance. 
He  had  abeady  aflemblpd  in  Flanderg,  as  we 
have  faid,  fixteen  thoufand  Englilh,  as  piany 
Hanoverians,  and  fix  thoufaijd  Heffians.  The 
king  of  Sweden,  Ugidgrayp  of  Heffe,  had  a 
}ike  nun^ber  in  the  feryice  of  ^e  emperor; 
^nd  it  might  have  happened  that  Heifians  muft 
Jiave  been  bound  in  honour  to  haye  murdered 

Heflian$; 
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Heffians :  fo  hliAded  are  men  by  fordid  in* 
cere(t 

* 

Thofe  troops  that  were  coUe&ing  in  Brabant 

did  not  anfpire  FVaace  with  fufficient  fears  to 

make  her  negleft  all  endeavours  to  fave  marfhal 

de  Broglio.    Maillebois  was  fenc  with  his  army 

into  Bohemia,  to  the  aid  of  the  marlhal  and  the 

army  of  France  befieged   in  Prague.     The 

Parifians^  who  delight  in  turning  all  things  to 

ridicule^  called  this  the  army  of  the  Mathurins, 

becauf?  it  went  to  the  releafe  of  priibners* 

Maillebois  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Manheim,  and 

dire&ed  his  march  toward  Eger.     After  the 

Pruffians  bad  concluded  peace^  and  the  Saxons 

had  returned  borne,  fortune  had  openly  declared 

for  the  queen  of  Hungary.    Prince  Charles, 

having  taken  Pilfen,  came  and  encamped  near 

Prague.    De  Broglio  had  taken  a  poiition,  near 

Bubenitz^    which   was  exceedingly   diiadvan* 

tageous.    This  the  enemy's  cannon  obliged  him 

to  abandon^  and  to  feek  refuge,  with  all  his  forces^ 

in  Prague,  in  which  city  he  was  foon  befieged. 

The  German  troops  of  thequeeninvefteditonthe 

leaft  extended  (ide;  and  the  Hungarians,  Croats, 

imd  irri^ular  troops,  furrouoded  it  inrni  the 

JUtfchinto  the  New-gate,  and  eftablUhed  ccHn- 

nmnipations,  by  bridges,  on  the  Upper  and 

LfOwerMuldau.  The  moftm^o^rable  event  dur* 

0.4  -  ing 
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lag  this  fiegp  was  the  grand  fally  of  the  French, 
in  which  they  killed  and  took  three  thoufam) 
men  of  thp  enemy,  and  (piked  the  cannon  of 
their  batteries.  The  marfhals  de  Belleifle  and 
de  Broglio  re-entered  Prague  triupaphant,  foU 
lowed  by  their  prifoners,  and  their  trophies. 

Although  the  French  rendered  th^nfelves 
formidable  to  the  Auftrians,  by  their  vigoroxis 
defence,  the  date  of  their  army  was  not  the 
lefs  to  be  pitied.  Their  fituation  was  worthy 
of  companion,  as  well  from  the  want  of  har- 
mony among  their  chiefs  as  the  miferies  to 
which  they  were  expofed.  So  great  was  the 
dearth  that  they  killed  and  ate  their  horfes; 
the  fhambles  could  fcarcely  fupply  the  ubles  of 
the  marflials. 

In  this  defperate  fituation  they  had  no  prof* 
ped  but  of  death  or  ignominy,  till  marfhal  de 
Maillebois  was  fent  to  their  deliverance.  Had 
full  powers  been  given,  to  this  marflial,  tihe 
affairs  of  Bohemia  might  have  aflumed  a  diffe* 
rent  afpeft ;  but  the  cardinal  at  VerfaUles  led 
hin^  in  a  firing.  Opportunities  were  lofl  to 
him,  becaufe  he  durft  not  profit  by  them.  The 
court  of  Vienna  was  fenfible  of  the  blow  which 
the  cardinal  might  flrike.  To  parry  this  they 
had  recourfe  to  artifice,  which  to  them  was  a 
fubftiture  for  flrcngth.    Count  Ujefeld,  minifies 
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of  foreign  affairs  to  the  queen  of  Hungary, 
Icnowing  the  charafter  of  the  cardinal,  amufed 
him  fo  efFeftually  by  negotiation  that  he  gave 
KhevenhuUer  time  to  haften  from  Bavaria,  and , 
join  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine.  The  French 
fuffered  tfiemfelves  to  be  fo  fiir  trifled  with  that 
the  Auftrians  gained  a  march  upon  them,  and 
reduced  Maillebois  to  the  choice  of  a  battle 
9r  a  retreat.  He  was  generally  blamed  for  not 
coming  to  aftion  with  prince  Charles ;  but  he 
was  innocent.  We  know  with  certainty  that 
his  court  had  given  him  pofitivc  orders  to  rillt 
nothing.  Thefe  he  obeyed;  and,  as  it  was 
impoffible  he  fliould  approach  Prague  without 
a  battle,  he  fell  back  towafd  Eger. 

This  diverfion,  though  incomplete,  produced 
advantageous  eflfefts  in  favour  of  the  troops 
fhut  up  in  Prague.  Marfhals  de  Belleifle  and 
de  Broglib,  freed  from  the  Auftrian  army,  fent 
out  large  detachments,  to  colled  provifions, 
and  rcviftual  the  city.  Maillebois,  having 
become  ufeleft  in  Bohemia,  in  ^^hich  he  fcarce- 
ly  had  gained  footing,  marched  by  Ratifbonnc 
and  Strapbingen,  and  joined  marflial  Secken- 
dorff,  who  coqimanded  the  emperor^s  troops  in 
Bavaria.  Had  the  army  of  Maillebois  been 
|4>le  to  k^ep  that  of  prince  Charles  longer  in 
gohemia^  S^ckcndorff  might  have  recovered 

Paflau, 
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TsiSku,  Straubingen^  and  9i\  the  towm  ivliicji 
then  held  out  for  the  Auftnaos.  MaUlcbob  in 
vain  attempted  co  retake  Braunau.  Prince 
Charles  followed  him  into  Bavaria;  and,  as 
the  foifon  was  advanced^  and  both  the  amues 
cxhaufted  by  fetiguej,  cagh  went  into  winter* 
qiiarters. 

The  affairs  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  were  in 
an  uncertain  fituation  in  Italy*  The  Spaniards, 
under  the  command  of  Montemar,  had  pene- 
trated into  Ferrara,  Marfiial  Traun  having 
obliged  them  to  r^tri^  a  little^  the  queen  of 
Spain,  who  would  not  fu0er  kpr  generak  to 
become  efTeminate,  i^  count  Gag^s  into  Italy 
to  relieve  Montemaj:. 

The  year  1742  might  be  cajled  the  year  of 
diverfions.  The  incurfion  of  marlhal  Kheven-^ 
huller  in  Bavaria ;  that  of  the  king  in  Moravia ; 
the  army  of  the  Englifh  aflembjed  in  Flanders ; 
the  march  of  Maillebois  into  Bohemia;  the 
fleet  of  admiral  Matthews  threatening  to  bom? 
bard  Naples  in  order  to  force  ^e  king  to  a 
neutrality;  and  the  paflage  a(  doq  Philip 
through  Savoy,  to  eng^e  the  kmg  of  Sardinia 
to  withdraw  his  troops  from  the  Auftrian  army 
on  the  river  Panaro ;  all  are  inftances  of  this# 

But  not  one  of  thefe  diverfions  intirely  anfwer- 
ed  the  end  which  thofe  who  projefted  them  ha^ 

propofedf 
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prc^poTed*  Aft^r  the  rietxeat  of  Maillcbpis^ 
Prague  was  invefied  by  a  corps  of  light  troops, 
(Croats,  and  Hungarians. 

While  all  this  was  paffing  in  the  fquth  of 
'Europe,  the  gpvemment  of  the  new  csnprefs 
grew  ftrong  at  Peter£bvirgh.  The  minifters  of 
0iat  princefs  were  fufficiently  adroit  to  lull  the 
^bailkdor  of  France,  and  Lowenhaupt  who 
jcommanded  the  Swedifh  troops  in  Finland,  to 
fleep.  The  RuflSans  very  ably  employed  this 
time  in  reinforcing  their  army.  No  fooner  did 
general  Lafcy,  who  commanded  the  Ruffian 
troops,  find  himfelf  fufficiently  in  force,  than 
he  advanced;  and  no  fooner  did  he  appear 
fhan  the  Swedes  every  where  retreated.  The 
name  of  Ruffian,  which  they  had  held  in  fuch 
contempt  at  the  batde  of  Narva,  was  to  them 
become  a  name  of  texror.  Impregnable  pofts 
^ere  no  longer  thought  places  of  lafety.  After 
having  ^d  thus  from  place  to  place,  they 
(aw  themfelves  (hut  up,  at  Friedrichfham,  by 
the  Ruffians,  who  there  cut  off  their  lafb  retreat. 
The  Swedes  had  finally  the  weaknefs  to  throw 
down  their  arms,  and  fign  an  ignominious  capi* 
tulation,  which  (lamped  difgrace  on  the  nation. 
Twenty  thoufand  Swedes  paffed  under  the  yoke 
fjif  twenty*feven  thoufand  Ruffians.    Lafcy  dif- 

armed 
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armed  the  Swedes,  and  fent  tkem  home.  The 
Finlanders  took  the  oath  of  fidelity. 

How  humiliating  was  this  example  to  the 
pride  of  nations !  Thus  do  kingdoms  and  em- 
pires, after  having  raifed  themfelves,  become 
enfeebled,  and  haften  toward  their  fall !  Well 
may  we  exclaim,  on  this  fubjed,  **  vanity  of 
*^  vanities,  all  is  vanity.**  The  political  caufc 
of  thefe  changes  may,  in  all  probability,  origi- 
nate in  the  various  forms  of  government  which 
have  happened  in  Sweden.  While  the  ftate  was 
monarchical,  war  was  held  honourable.  It  was 
ufefiil  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  never 

could  become  formidable.  In  a  republic  it 
was  the  reverfe.  Th«  government  muft,  in  its 
own  nature,  be  pacific,  and  foldiers  held  dif- 
graceful.  Every  thing  was  to  be  feared  fi^om 
generals  who  might  gain  the  afib^on  of  the 
army;  for  they  might  efFedt  a  revolution. 
Ambition  and  intrigue  are  adive  in  republics, 
which  are  infenfibly  degraded  by  corruption ; 
and  the  true  (limulus  to  honour  is  loft,  becaufe 
fortune  may  be  attained  by  means  which  do 
not  require  any  merit  in  the  candidate.  Neither 
are  fecrets  ever  kept  in  republics.  The  enemy 
is  informed  of,  and  enabled  to  counteraft,  all 
their  defigns.  But  the  French  took  an  ill  time 
to  awaken  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  which  was 

not 
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not  then  intirely  exdnd:  in  the  minds  of  the 
Swedes^  and  to  engage  them  in  a  war  with 
Ruffia^  when  Sweden  wanted  money^  difciplined 
troops^  and  more  efpecially  good  generals* 
The  fuperiotity  which  the  Rufllans  obtained 
obliged  the  Swedes  to  fend  fcnators  to  Peterf- 
burgh^  to  offer  the  fucceflion  of  the  crown  to 
the  young  grand  duke^  prince  of  HoUlein>  and 
nephew  of  the  emprefs.  Nothing  could  be 
more  humiliating  for  that  nation  than  the  re* 
fufal  of  the  grand  duke^  who  held  the  crown 
unworthy  his  acceptance.  The  marquis  <^ 
Botta,  at  that  time  Aufbian  ambaflador  at  Pe- 
terlburgh,  paid  the  duke  the  compliment  of  fay- 
ing — **  I  wifh  it  were  as  eafy  for  the  queen  my 
'^  miftrefs  to  preferve  as  it  is  for  your  highnefs 
^*  to  rged  kingdoms." 

On  this  refufal  of  the  grand  duke,  the  priefts 
and  peafants,  who  have  votes  in  the  diet,  wifhed 
the  prince  royal  of  Denmark  might  be  chofea 
to  fucceed  their  king.  The  fenators  of  the 
French  faftion  gave  their  fuffrages  in  favour  of 
the  prince  de  Deux  Ponts;  but  the  emprefs 
declared  for  the  bilhop  of  Eutin,  the  uncle  of 
the  grand  duke,  and  her  will  was  fuperior  to  the 
influence  of  every  other  party.  The  eleftion  of 
this  prince  did  not  happen  till  the  year  1743, 
fo  much  were  the  refolutions  of  the  diet  held 

in 
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in  fufpenfe  by  the  cabals  that  were  formed  a( 
Stockholm. 

After  the  peace  of  Breflau  there  was  no  end 
to  negotiation.  The  Englifti  defigned  to  impel 
the  king  to  become  a  party  in  their  projected 
war.  The  French  would  engage  him  in  mea»- 
fures  wholly  incompatible  with  that  neutrality 
which  he  had  promifed  to  obferve.  The  emperor 
folicited  his  mediation.  But  the  king  remained 
unfliaken.  The  longer  the  war  (hould  conti- 
nue the  more  would  the  refources  of  the  houRi 
of  Auftria  be  exhaufted  ;  and  the  longer  Pruffia 
(hould  remain  at  peace  the  more  would  (he 
acquire  power;. 

The  moft  difficult  thing  in  fuch  a  conjunftiott 
was  to  keep  up  the  balance  between  the  belli* 
gerent  powers^  that  neither  might  too  much 
preponderate.  The  emperor  muft  not  be  fuf- 
fered  to  be  dethroned,  nor  the  French  to  be 
driven  out  of  Germany ;  and  though  arms  were 
.interdifted  to  the  Pruffians,  by  the  peace  of 
Br^au,  they  might  efFed  thefe  purpofcs  by  th6 
aid  of  intrigue.  An  opportunity  foon  offered. 
The  king  of  England  propofed  to  fend  troops 
fix>m  Flanders  to  the  aid  of  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary. Such  a  fuccour  would  inevitably  have 
been  deftruftive  to  die  emperor  and  France^ 
A  danger  fo  preffing  reduced  die  king  to  the 

neceffity 
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neceflity  of  ^mploymg  the  ftrongeft  remon- 
ftrances.  He  went  fo  faf  as  to  ffienacc  the  king 
ei  Engla^nd  ^ith  int AiSng  hi^  iikdiorttt,  (hould 
he  rennim  to  p$&  the  k)ah6  ivith  foreign 
troops,  and  mtfoduce  diem  into  the  empire 
without  die  confent  of  the  Genntoic  body. 

Oeittler  infinuadonB  mduced  ^  Ihskb  fidt 
to  fviflrer  their  forces  to  join  ^ofe  of  the  allien 
of  the  queen  of  Hungary.  The  French,  thm 
having  tiftie  to  bteathe^  pi^tided  for  their  de- 
fence.  * 

Pruffia  did  not  fucceed  fo  well  in  the  pfcgedb 
(he  had  fomed  for  tk&  fuf^rc  d  the  emperor, 
the  pxHTport  of  which  was  to  maintain  the  troops 
of  this  prince  in  Bavaria.  The  French  had  two 
reaibns  to  induce^  thtm  to  concur.  Thefiift 
Was  that,  by  abandoning  Bavaria,  they  would 
be  obliged  to  repafs  the  Rhine^  and  to  think  of 
defending  their  own  provinces.  The  fecond 
thdt,  having  made,  an  emperor,  it  would  have 
been  diigracefid  to  them  to  have  abandoned 
Itam  i  and,  as  it  may  be  faid,  to  have  delivered 
him  up  to  the  mercy  of  his  enemies.  But  their 
^fenerah  had  loft  aU  reedledion,  and  were 
fubdued  rather  by  terror  than  by  reafon.  To 
itpiace  their  troojys,  in  fome  fort,  it  was  in 
eontemphuioh  to  ptocxirt  an  aUbtiation  of  the 
circles,  whidb  (houkl  fbtih  an  atmy  of  neotitr- 
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lity.  Under  diis  pretmcei  the  kpig  migii 
have  fcnt  thither  his  own  forces,  and  that  army 
would  have  covered  Bavafia}  but  the  affair 
failed  from  the  fervile  fear  in  which  the  prince* 
of  the  empire  were  held  by  the  houfe  o£  Auf 
ftria.  The  queen  of  Hungary  threatened; 
they  trembled^  and  the  diet  came  to  no  refolu- 
tion.  Had  France  fUppqrted  this  projeft,  by 
money  properly  diflxibuted,  it  Would  have  fuc* 
.ceeded.  The  worft  oeconomy  pf  a  king  i$ 
that  of  not  knowing  when  to  expend  his  trea-* 
fures* 

Thus  ended  the  year  1 742,  difc  various  events 
of  which  ferved  as  a  prelude  to  a  war  that  was 
carried  on  with  the  greateft  fury.  The  French 
alone  were  defirous  of  peace.  The  king  of 
England,  prefuming  too  much  on  the  feeblenefs 
of  the  French  government,  believed  it  might 
be  deprefled  by  a  flngle  campaign.  The  queen 
of  Hungary  concealed  her  ambition  under  the 
veil  of  felf-defence.  We  (hall  hereafter  fee 
how  (he  became,  inftead  of  a  principal  in  the 
war,  the  auxihary  of  her  allies. 

Pruflia  endeavoured  to  profit  by  the  peace 
Ihe  poffefled  for  >  the  re-eftabliftunent  of  hey 
finances.  Her  refources  were  exhaufted,  and 
it  was  neceflary  laboriouily  to  colled  new  ones» 
so  bsing  what  ftill  was  defeftive  in  the  receipts 
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of  Silcfia  to  perfeftion,  which  haftc  had  hitherr 
to  prevented,  and  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Au* 
ftrians  to  England.     Five  towns  were  at  the 
fame  time  undertaken  to  be  new  fortified ;  which 
were,  Glogau,  Brieg,  Neifs,  Glatz,  and  Cofel. 
An  augmentation  of  eighteen  thoufand  men 
was  made  to  the  troops ;  all  which  demanded 
money,  and  great  oeconomy,  to  accelerate  its 
execution.     The  guarding  of  Silefia  was  com- 
piitted  to  thirty-five  thoufand  men,  who  had 
been  inftrumental  in  its  conqueft.     Thus,  far 
from  growing  effeminate  in  times  of  tranquil- 
lity, peace  became  to  the  Pruflian  troops  the 
fcl^ool  of  war.     Magazines  were  formed  in  ^he 
fortrefles ;  the  cavalry  acquired  agility  and  in- 
telleft ;  and  all  the  military  departments  con- 
curred, with  equal  ardour,  in  the  ftrengthening 
of  that  difcipline  which  formerly  rendered  the 
flomans  the  conquerors  of  the  world. 
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Of  the  Events  of  the  Tears  1743,  and  1744,  tf»i 
of  all  which  preceded  the  Pri{j[lian  War. 

IT  is  faid  to  be  a  capital  fault  in  politics,  to 
confide  in  a  reconciled  foe,  and  the  maxim 
is  well  founded;  but  it  is  ftill  a  greater  fault 
for  a  feeble  power  long  to  wreflle  with  a  puiflant 
monarchy,  which  has  refources  not  to  be  ob- 
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tained  by  the  former.    This  is  a  neceflary  re- 
fleAion,  to  give  a  previous  anfwer  to  thofe  who 
cenfured  the  conduft  o(  the  king.    -Was  it  necef- 
fary,  faid  they>  he  ihould  head  a  league  to 
crufh  the  new  houfe  of  ^uftria,  and  afterward 
fufFer  that  lame  houfe  to  recover  the  force  which 
drove  the  French  a;xd  Bavapfns  ^ut  of  Ger- 
many ?  But  what  was  the  intention  of  the  king? 
Was  it  not  the  conqueft  of  Silefia  ?  How  might 
he  execute  t|as  hjid  ihe  t^ar  f  c^tinujrd,  not  hi^r- 
ing  fufficient  refourccs  to  furnifh  thofe  great  ex- 
penditures which  muil  neceflarily  have  been 
incurred?  It  became  him  to  be  aftive  in  nego- 
tiafion,  and^  $fi  (nuch  as  ii^  h^  ^y^  tq  prefefVf 
Aa  equiUbrium  between  the  belligerent  powers. 
Peace  gave  him  time  to  breathe,  and  to  prepare 
for  war.     The  animofity  between  France  and 
Auftria  was  likewife  fo  great,  and  their  interefts 
were  fo  oppofite,  that  any  rccppciliation  between 
thefe  inimical  empires  appeared  to  be  very  dif- 
tant.     He  had  therefore  to  referve  himfetf  for 
great  occafions.    The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  French 
armies  had  made  fp  ftrong  an  imprefiion  upon 
the  mind  of  cardinal  de  Fleuri,   that  his  health 
was  affefted,  ^nd  ficknefs  carried  hioi  off  2^t  thf 
beginning  of  the  year.     He  had  formerly  beea 
bifhop  of  Frejus,  preceptor  to  Louis  XV.  wa^ 
a  cardinal  of  the  Romilh  church,  and  during 
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feveatecn  years  prime  miniftcr.  In  this  poft  he 
bad  maintaiiied  himfelf^  where  few  miniflers 
grow  otd>  by  the  arc  of  caprivating  the  confi« 
dence  of  his  mafter,  and  carefully  banifliing 
thofe  from  the  court  whofe  genius  was  liable  to 
give  hkn. umbrage.  He  healed  the  wounds  which 
she  war  of  the  fucc^on  and  the  fyftcm  of  Law 
had  given  Finance*  His  osconomy  was  as  ufe« 
fill  as  his  acquifition  of  Juorraiu  was  glorious  to 
the  kingdom.  If  he  negleded  the  army  and 
the  navy,  it  was  becawfe  he  would  owe  all  to 
negotiation^  for  which  he  had  abilities.  His 
mind,  like  his  body,  ceded  to  the  weight  of 
yeara,  Jie  was  too  much  praifed  4uring  his 
life,  too  much  blamed  after  his  deaths  His 
was  neither  the  haughty  foul  of  Richheu,  nor 
the  fubtle  fpirit  of  Mazarin ;  thefe  weye  lions, 
who  devoured  rt^e  (h^eep;  I^euri  was  a  wife 
paftor,  who  watched  for  the  preferv»tion  of  his 
flock*  Lrouis  XVt  wiflied  to  ereft  a  mpnument 
t^  the  memory  of  the  cardinal,  for  which  a 
defi^  waj5  iQade,  but  never  was  executed. 
Scarcely  was  hf  d^^>  bc^re  he  was  forgotten. 
Chauvelin,  who  h^  been  exiled  by  cardinal  de 
Flcuri,  imaginQ4  tbaf,  though  in  diftaat  baiu^« 
snem^  ftUl  he  cquW  carry  the  vacant  place.  He 
VVQfS¥>  l^QWS  }^V.  blaming  the  adminiftratioa 
of  his  enemy,  and  highly  vaunting  of  himfelf^ 
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This  hafty  ftep  was  the  caufe  that  the  place  of" 
his  exile  was  made  ftill  more  diftant  from  the 
court  than  Bourges,  to  which  he  had  firft  been 
banilhed.  The  king  of  France  gave  notice  of 
the  death  of  his  minifter,  to  foreign  courts,  much 
in  the  flyle  of  a  prince  who  announces  his  accef- 
fion  to  the  thronfe.  The  following  is  a  literal 
copy  of  a  letter  he  wrote  to  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
**  Sir  and  Brother, 

**  After  the  lofs  I  have  lately  had  of  the 
''cardinal  de  Fleuri,  in  whom  I  placed  all 
''my  confidence  for  the  adminiftration  of  my 
"  affairs,  and  the  wifdom  and  information  of 
. "  whom  I  never  can  fufficiently  regret,  I  would 
"  not  defer  perfonally  to  renew  thofe  affurances 
"  to  your  majefty,  which  he  communicated  to 

you  in  my  name,  and  which  I  often  have 

charged  him  to  repeat,  of  the  perfeft  friend* 
"  fhip  which  I  have  for  your  majefty's  perfon, 
"  and  of  the  fincere  defire  1  always  have  bad  to 
"  be  able  to  confer  with  you  on  all  things  which 
"  may  promote  our  common  interefts.  I  doubt 
"  not  I  (hall  receive  from  your  majefty  fuch  an 
*'  anfwer  as  I  wilh,  and  your  majefty  may  be 
^'  aflured  you  will,  on  all  occafions,  fin4  the 
"  fame  difpofition  in  me  to  contribute  to  your 
"  glory  and  advantage,  and  to  prove  how  much 
"  I  am,  &c." 

Notice  at  the  fame  time  was  given  from  the 

depart- 
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department  of  foreign  affairs,  that  the  king  was 
henceforth  determined  to  govern  for  himfelf,  and 
required  to  be  perfonally  addreffed.  Hitherto 
Louis  XV.  had  been  the  pupil,  and  the  cardi- 
nal  de  Fleuri  the  tutor.  After  the  death  of  Ma- 
zarin,  Louis  XIV.  went  into  mourning  for 
his  minifter.  No  one  mourned  for  de  Fleuri ;  he 
was  forgotten  before  his  funeral  oration  had  been 
delivered.  During  the  adminiftration  of  the 
cardinal,  the  different  reins  of  government, 
uniting  and  ending  all  in  one,  were  in  his 
hands;  he  was  the  center  of  the  ftate  radii,  all 
of  which,  whether  appertaining  to  finance,  war, 
naval,  or  political  affairs,  ended  in,  and  were 
by  him  direfted.  After  his  death  the  king 
wifhed,  in  concert  with  his  minifters  who  were 
at  the  head  of  thefe  four  departments,  to  fuper- 
intend  himfelf.  In  eight  days  his  ardour  was 
cxtinft,  and  France  was  governed  by  four 
fubaltern  kings,  each  independent  of  the  other. 
This  mixed  government  was  produftive  of  cir- 
cumftantial  infpeftion  in  each  department.  But 
thofe  general  views,  which  reunite  and  embrace 
one  great  whole,  for  th?  good  and  intereft.  of 
the  ftate,  were  wanting  to  the  royal  councils. 
That  we  may  form  fome  idea  of  the  choice  of 
minifters,  let  us  fuppofe  a  chancellor  of  the 
duke  of  Orleans,  his  imagination  full  of  Cujas, 
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aad  Butholius^  appointed 'imoifter  of.  wtr,  at 
a  timt  when  all  Europe  was  in  flames ;  and  a 
former  captaih  of  dragoons,  named  Ori^  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  finances.  Maurepas  dreathed 
of  rendering  Louis  XV.  fovereign  of  the  ocean, 
and  the  lyng  would  have  become  fo,  if  the  dif- 
courfes  of  an  amiable  man  could  have  eSeded 
this  miracle.  The  ccmfined  mind  of  Amelot 
refembled  eyes  afflifted  with  the  myopes,  which 
fcarcely  can  diftinguifh  the  neareft  objefts.  This 
Axieopag^s  at  that  dme  governed  France;  it 
was  properly  an  ariftocracy,  or  rather  a  vefl^l 
navigating  a  ftormy  fea  without  a  compa(s,  and 
having  no  other  guide  than  the  impulfe  giveo 
by  the  winds*  The  armies  were  not  profperoui 
under  this  new  adminiftratiooi  though  the  army 
pf  MailleboiS)  in  concert  with  the  Bavarians,  was 
ftill  on  the  frontiers  of  Auftria.  Prince  Lob^* 
kowitz,  with  fixteen  thoufand  Hungarians, 
(Continued  to  keep  marflial  Belleifle  blockaded 
in  Prague,  with  fixteen  thoufand  French.  The 
troops  of  the  marihal  were  moftly  coropofed  of 
infantry,  and  thofe  of  the  prince  of  cavalry. 
This  fituation  diflurbed  Mr.  d*Argenfbn  ;  and, 
whether  from  impatience,  ill-humour,  or  want 
of  'confideration,  this  heroical  lawyer  expe- 
dited an  order  to  marfhal  Belleiile  to  evacuate 
Prague.    Such  an  order  was  much  more  cafy 
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to  give  than  id  tjtecute.  The  marlhal,  on  its  re* 
ception^  made  proper  difpofitions,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  left  the  city  on  the  18th  of  December  at 
nighty  during  a  very  fevere  froft.  He  gained 
three  marches  on  prince  Lobkowitz,  and  filing 
through  a  difficult  route,  which  gave  but  little 
advantage  to  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy,  he- 
marched  along  the  banks  of  the  Eger,  and,  on 
the  1 6th  dity  of  his  march,  arrived  at  the  city 
of  that  name.  Four  thoufand  men  perifhed  of 
cold  and  hunger,  in  confequence  of  the  forced 
marches  they  were  obliged  to  make;  and  this 
ruined  army,  reduced  now  to  the  number  d 
eight  thoufandi  was  divided.  Such  as  were 
ftill  capable  of  ferving  joined  Maillebois  in 
Bavaria,  and  fuch  corps  as  were  entirely  thin* 
ned  were  fent  into  Alfatia  to  recruit.  Thus 
was  Bohemia  conquered  and  loft,  without  a 
Tiftory  gained  either  by  the  French  or  Au- 
ftrians  fuch  as  might  decide  the  fate  of  king- 
doms. In  any  other  country  than  France,  a 
retreat  like  that  of  marOial  de  Belleiile  would 
have  excited  a  general  conftemation ;  but  there 
fmall  things  are  treated  with  dignity,  and  great 
with  levity.  The  Parifians  only  laughed,  and 
wrote  fongs  on  the  marihal.  Sonnets  certainly 
do  not  merit  a  place  in  a  grave  hiftorical  work 
like  this,  except  fo  far  as  they  mark  the  ge- 
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nips  of  a  nation,  for  which  reafon  wc  think  we 
ought  not  to  omit  the  following : 

Quand  Bclle-Iflc  partit  unc  nuit 
Dc  Prague  h  petit  bniir^ 
II  dit  Toyant  la  lune : 
Lumi^re  de  mes  jours. 
Afire  de  ma  fprtune^ 
Conduife?«moi  toujours* 

At  London,  on  a  like  occaiion,  a  £if):  would 
have  been  proclaimed ;  the  holl  would,  have 
been  expofed  at  Rome,  and  men  beheaded  ac 
Vienna,  An  epigram  is  a  better  confolation. 
The  retreat  of  marihal  Belleiile  underwent  the 
fate  of  all  human  adions;  there  were  fanatics 
who  in  their  ^eal  compared  it  to  Xenophon's 
retreat  of  the  ten  thoufand,  while  others  on  the 
contrary  faid  a  flight  fo  (hameflil  had  no  pa- 
rallel but  ii>  the  defeat  of  Guinegaft.  They 
both  were  wrong.  Sixteen  thoufand  men,  who 
evacuated  Prague,  and  retired  from  Bohe- 
mia before  fixteen  thoufand  other  men,  by 
whom  they  were  purfued,  had  neither  the  fame 
dangers  to  encounter  nor  countries  fo  vaft  to 
traverfe  as  the  troops  of  Xenophon,  returning 
from  the  fartheft  part  of  Perfia  into  Greece. 
But  neither  ought  we  to  run  into  the  excefs  of 
affirming  that  a  march,  on  which  the  French 
could  not  be  furrounded  by  the  enemy,  was  a 
tpi;aj  defeat.    The  difpofitions  of  marfhal  Belle- 

ifle 
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jflc  were  good ;  the  only  reproach  to  which 
he  is  liable  is  that  of  not  having  taken  fufficient 
care  of  his  troops. 

From  that  time  fortune  fmiled  on  the  queen 
of  Hungary.  Maiihal  Traun  defeated  Gages 
in  Italy^  who  had  pa0ed  the  Panaro  to  the  at- 
tack. This  vidory  did  not  fatisfy  the  court  of 
Vienna.  Marihal  Traun  had  not  done  enough ; 
battles  were  required  which  (hould  produce 
the  greateft  effefts.  The  marfhal  was  judged 
as  Apollo  was  by  Midas;  he  however  was  the 
firft  of  their  generals  who  had  been  viftorious 
over  their  enemies.  The  houfeof  Auftria  began 
to  regain  provinces  loft,  and  fecure  thde  which 
were  threatened ;  but  this  did  not  prevent  its 
being  oppreffed  by  the  weight  of  the  war,  under 
'  which  perhaps  it  would  have  funken,  had  not 
the  good  will  of  its  allies  revived  with  the 
firft  gUmmerings  of  profperity.  The  king  of 
England  (hewed  marks  of  the  utmoft  zeal  for 
the  fupport  of  the  queen  of  Hungary.  One  of 
the  principal  motives  which  occafioned  him  to 
SL&  thus  was  the  inveterate  hatred  in  which  he 
held  France.  In  his  youth  he  had  ferved 
againft  that  nation  at  the  batde  of  Oudenard ;  he 
charged  at  the  head  of  a  Hanoverian  fquadron, 
and  gave  very  diftinguifhed  tokens  of  valour. 
He  was  ambitious  of  heading  armies,  that  he 

might 
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siiight  partkipatc  the  glory  of  heroes :  occafi^Hii 
now  prcfented  itfelf ;  he  had  troops-in  Flanders, 
and  thus,  declaring  for  the  que^ft  and  paflSng 
the  fea,  no  perfon  could  difpute  with  him  the 
tonunand  of  his  forces.  What  was  more,  he  found 
means  to  augment  his  Htnorerian  treafury  by 
the  fubfidies  which  his  English  fubjefts  paid 
him  for  bis  Hanoverian  trpoj^.  War  was 
neceffary  to  lord  Corter^^  that  he  migjit 
ibaintain  himfelf  in  the  good  opinion  of  his 
foverdgn,  and  in  that  of  the  Eng^ifh  nation.  The 
commerce  of  thefe  iilanders  had  found  impedi* 
ments  iince  diey  bad  been  at  war  with  Spain  { 
in  order  to  bring  this  coated  of  commerce  to  a 
detifion,  fome  great  ftroke  was  neceflary  by 
huid^L^  and  in  Europe*  France  was  faid  to  be 
half  ruined  by  the  efforts  Aie  had  made  in  fup« 
port  of  Bavaria  and  Bohemia ;  (he  was  allied  to 
pain,  and  by  enfeebling  one  erf"  thcfe  powers 
the  oth«r  would  be  enfeebled •  The  French 
therefore  muft  be  vanquilhed,  either  in  Ger- 
many or  in  Flanders,  in  ord«-  to  gain  a  fuperi- 
ority  by  fea,  which  might  produce  real  advan* 
Uges  to  the  trade  of  England.  The  king,  his 
minifter,  and  the  nation,  all  concurring  to  efTeft 
the  fiutie  end,  though  from  different  views,  it 
was  determined  to  fend  thofe  Englifh,  Hano« 
veria^>  and  Heffian  troops^  that  were  then  in 

Flanders, 
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Pkmdersyiatothehout  of  Germany.  Convenient 
as  this  projed  was  to  the  kmg  of  England,  it 
was  equally  inconvenient  to  the  king  of  Pniflia; 
he  wa^  obliged  not  to  lofe  fight  of  that  political 
equilibrium,  which  during  the  war  it  was  his 
intereft  to  maintain,   between   the  belligeren 
powers.   Should  the  houfe  of  Auftria  gain  a  dc« 
cifive  fupcriority  in  the  en>pire  over  the  hdufe  of 
Bavaria,  Pruffia  would  lofe  the  influence  it  fatid 
in  general  affairs ;  therefore  the  king  of  England 
and  the  queen  of  Hungary,    blinded  by  the 
fuccefs  which  they  well  might  exped, ,  mufl  be 
prevented  from  dethroning  the  emperor.     Re* 
monfbance  was  the  only  means  which  fuited 
the  king  of  Pruffia;  and  nuking  ufe  of  thofe  ar« 
guments  which  a  German  prince  might  properly 
employ,  who  fhould  be  zealous  for  his  country^ 
and  the  liberty  of  the  Germanic  body,  he  con- 
jured the  king  of  England,  unlefs  he  had  mofl 
important  reafons,  not  to  render  the  empire  the 
theatre  of  that  war  which  was  ready  to  burft 
out ;  and  to  recoiled  that  no  member  of  the 
Germanic    body   was   permitted,  without  the 
fandion  of  the  diet,  to  introduce  foreign  forces 
into  his  country.     This  was  all  the  king  was 
able  to  perform,  under  the  circumflances  in 
which  he  was :  he  could  not  depend  upon 
France^  having  rendered  her  indif^ed  ^oward 

him 
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him  by  the  peace  of  Breflau;  he  could  not 
break  with  the  Englifli,  who  were  the  fole 
guarantees  he  had  for  the  confervation  of  that 
peace ;  things  were  not  yet  at  that  extremity 
which  fhould  require  him  again  to  plunge  his 
dates  in  a  new  war ;  he  therefore  could  do  no 
more  than  content  himfelf  with  the  promife  of 
the  king  of  England,  who  engaged  to  under- 
take nothing  againft  either  the  dignity  of  the 
emperor,  or  his  patrimonial  provinces. 

Not  with  the  Englifh  alone  did  he  negotiate ; 
another  treaty  was  attempted  by  the  king  at  Pc- 
terfburgh,  concerning  matters  which  interefted 
him  more  direftly.  This  was  to  obtain  fix)m  the 
cmprcfs  of  Ruflia  her  guarantee  of  the  treaty  of 
Breflau.  Here  he  was  oppofed  by  the  Englifh 
and  Auftrians  with  all  their  powers,  though 
not  avowedly.  The  two  Beftuchefs,  brothers 
and  minifters  of  the  emprefs,  found  means,  by 
the  difficulties  to  which  they  themfelves  gave 
birth,  continually  to  put  off  the  conclufion  of  that 
bufinefs.        The  queen  of  Hungary  held  the 

• 

ceflion  (he  had  made  of  Silefia  t9  be  an  aft  of 
conftraint,  froni  which  (he  might  appeal,  when 
time  (hould  ferve,  by  accufing  heceiEty  as  having 
forced  her,  from  the  rigorous  circumftances  in 
which  (he  then  was,  to  accede  to  this  ceffion. 
The  Englifh  were  defirous  of  depriving  the  king 
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of  all  fupport,  that  they  might  make  him  entirely 
their  dependent.  However  princes  may  endea- 
vour to  conceal  views  like  thefe,  it  is  very  dif* 
ficult  to  render  them  impenetrable. 

About  this  time  the  peace  of  Fredericfham  was  • 
ratified  between  Ruffia  and  Sweden ;  the  lofs  of  a 
barren  part  of  Finland  was  the  leaft  evil  of  which 
Sweden  had  to  complain.     The  dcfpotifm  ex- 
crcifed  by  the  Ruffians  at  Stockholm  was  the 
very  excefs  of  national  difgrace.    A  fubjeft  of 
the  emprefs  was  confidered,  in;  Sweden,  as  z, 
Roman  fenator  in    the  time  of  Qefar  would 
have  been  in  Gaul.      An  unfortunate  nadon 
never  wtants  enemies.  The  Danes  were  defirou* 
of  profiring  by  the  calamities  of  Sweden.    The 
diet  of  Stockholm  had  afiembled  to  ratify  the 
pGicc  (o  lately  concluded  with  Ruffia>  and  to 
nominate  a  fuoceflbr  to  the  throrie.      The  king 
of  Denmark,  with  a  defign  of  uniting  the  three 
crowns  of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  I^orway  on 
the  head  of  his  fon  the  prince  royal,  exated  a' 
rebellion  in  the  province  of  Carelia,  raifed  the 
clergy,  and  corrupted  fome  citizens ;   but  the 
execution  of  the  plan   was  attended  with  fo 
many  difficulties,  that   it  was  abortive  before! 
it  took  binh.     The  Danifh  and  Swedifli  troops 
were  afiembled  on  the  frontiers;    the  diet  of 
Stockholm  eagerly  fought  for  aid,  and  requefted 
4  the 
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tbe  interpofition  of  the  king  of  Pruffia^  that  He 
might   effed  an  accommodatiait   bfitwecn  his 
ncighi^ours.  The  king  interefted  himi^If  in  their 
behalf;  and  the  king  of  Denmark  replied  that^ 
out  of  refpeft  to  hi»  cjfhortMipns,,  he  vould 
not  he  too  precipitate.    What  will,  fe^m  ainaoft 
incrediWe  i$   that  thrfc   (anw  Swe^>.  whp 
h^  fo  lately  made  fuch  ^  diih^nour^bl^  peace 
with  Ruffia,  implored  the  prot)6<%ioii  of  thf  ^m^ 
pr^s  againft  the  Danes !  Eliz^h^th  gutted  th«ir 
nequeft^  and  font  general  Keiths  vith  ^lUe$ 
^ntaining  tm  thoufand  men»  to:  their  relief. 
It  ^m$  then  that  by  the  aid  of  thefe  tro^ 
the  prince  of  HoHlein>  bi(hop  of  Luhec^  wai 
flefted  inftead  of  the  Danifh  prii^Qe  to  be  the 
fuoceflbr  of  the  old  king  of  Sweden^  landgrave 
pf  Heffe.  Thus,  almoft  in  the  courfe  of  the  famf 
yew»  Sweden  wasi  vaaquiftied,  protofted,  and 
finally  beftowed  upon  the  priAce  of  Holfteui,  by 
^he  emprefs  of  Ri^ffia.  The  fenate  of  Stockhoto 
fonfoted  itfelf  for  fo  nuny  misfortunes  by  the 
txercife  of  qrueUies.  Generals  Buddenbrock  and 
Lftwenhaupt  peri&ed  upon  the  fcaffald.  Perfidy 
gnd  treachery  were  laid  to  their  charge,  but 
neither  was  proved ;  they  were  guilty  only  q( 
ig^aorance  and  excefs  of  weaknefs. 

But  it  is  time  to  quit  thete  tragical  fcenes  oC 
die  north,  and^  turning  fouthward,  take  a  view 

(  of 
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^  what  paffisd  in  Bohemia,  afT;er  it  had  boon 
abandoned  by  the  French.   Tho  queen  of  Huw 
gary  went  to  Prague  to  receive  homage  from  that 
kingdom^  toward  the  recovery  of  which  her  fom 
titude  had  contributed  a&  much  as  or  more  than 
the  valour  of  her  armies.     The  very  day  of  her 
coronation  fhe  learnt  that  marflial  Khevenhii^lef ^ 
having  marched  from  Scharding  to  BnuMua^ 
had  driven  general  Minucci^  who  commanded  a 
corps  of  feven  or  eight  thoufand  imperialifts^ 
from  the  latter  place.     The  particulars  of  that 
itlTair  were  related  to  us  by  Pruffian  officers^  who 
ftrved  that  campaign  among  the  Auftrian^  as 
vohmtecrs.      KhevenhuUer   advanced  toward 
Scharding,  which  is  fituated  upon  tho  Inn  near 
the  frontiers  of  Auftria.  His  troops,  leaving  their 
winter  quarters,   marched  thither  by  diff^ient 
routes.    Notwithftanding  the  preoautiona  which 
that  able  officer  took  to  conceal  his  intentions, 
marfhal  SeckendorfT  was  informed  of  thefo,  and 
fent  orders  to  general  Minucci  to  reticle  from 
Braunau.     This  general  of  little  underi^a^KHag 
neither  knew  how  to  make  his  retreat  according 
to  the  orders  of  his  fup^ior,  nor  to  choofo  aa 
advantageous  poll,  whera  he  m^ht  ymt  for^ 
and  refift  the  eneiT^y*  Khcrrenhullor  ftrdSmtly 
came  in  the  front  of  the  Bavarians^  which  hf 
found  wa»  not  to  be  attacked^  havv^.a  dwp 

ravine 
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ravine  which  feparated  the  two  armies;  its  Hghs 
was  fuppoitcd  by  Bratinau,  which  had  hecth 
faaftily  fortified  during  the  lad  winter:'  but  equal 

• 

to  the  ftrength  of  this  fituation  in  the  front 
and  on  the  right,  was  its  weaknefs  on  the  left* 
KhevenhuUer  faw  this  at  the  firft  glance,  and 
detached  Berlichingen  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
cavalry,  who  turned  the  imperialifts,  and,  tak- 
ing a  private  road,  fell  upon  the  weak  wing 
jvhich  was  unfuppcwted,  while  Nadafti  with  his 
Huffars    attacked  the  forceis   of  Minucci  in 
fr(mt«  It  Was  not  a  battle ;  the  Bavarians  took  to 
flight  without  thinking  of  defence;   a  part  of 
their  cavalry  efcaped  into  Braunau,  and  their 
infimtry  found  refuge  under  the  glacis  of  the 
town.   Minucci,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his 
troops  and  the  town  of  Braunau,  immediately 
furrcndered  to  their  conqueror;  fome  remains  of 
the  cavalry  took  the  road  to  Burghaufen,  where 
the  imperialifts  dill  had  a  body  of  troops.     The 
French,  who  were  at  Ofterhofen,  did. not  exped 
the  approach  of  the  Auftrians.    Old  Broglio, 
who  commanded  that   army,    in  conjunftion 
with  marflials  Maillebois  and  SeckendorfF,  had 
been  carneftly  entreated  by   the  latter  to  be 
before-hand  with  the  enemy,  and  to  aflemble 
troops  before  KhevenhuUer  could  undertake  any 

cnterprize,  but  in  vain.  Brogli^'s  enemies  have 

even 
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€V(rfn  pretended,  that  nfe  was  not  forry  to  fee  the 
nl  fuccefs  of  a  war  to  which  marihal  Relleiild 
had  moft  contribuVed.  Others  affirm,  with  mori^ 
appearance  of  truth,  that  he  had  orders  front 
His  (fdurt  t6  return  into  France  tod  abandon 
Bavaria :  be  this  as  it  may,  his  conduft  feemed 
to  authorize  this  lattef  Opinion i  foif  the  Court,  oh 
his  return,   gave  fio  tokens  of  diflatisfaftion* 
The  Aiiflriaiis  tctteW  how  to  profit  by  the  ad* 
vantage  they  ha^  of  being  united  in  a  body, 
aftd  adlirig  againft  feparate  corps.  ^    The  prince 
of  l/)rrain  arrived  in  the  camp,  and  immedi- 
ately diilodged  the  French  from  Deckendorff ; 
all  gave  way  before  him,  and  the  French  troops, 
as  he  approkchcd,  cohthiuaily  deceived  orders 
to  Vetire.    Sohle  confidel-able  rivers,  the  fources. 
of  which  are  in  the  province  of  Tyrole,  and 
which,  traverfing  Bavaria,  eftipty  themfelves 
into  the  Danube,   gave   thofe  generals  who 
wHhed  to  defend  themfelves  aii  opportunity  of 
difputing  the  paffag'e ;  but  prinCe  Charles  pafled 
thtm  unreftfted.  Broglio  decamped  from  Strau- 
bihgen,  tvhere  he  had  a  large  magazine,  leav^'^ 
ing  behind  him  a  feeble  garrifon,  which  was 
facrificed  to  the  enemy.     A  foecour  of  ten 
chOufand  French  had  already  arrived  to  join 
hifn  at  l)onawerthi  thefe  became  the  compa- 
niotis  of  his  flight ;  and,  in  defpite  of  the  moft 
VojL«  t:  ?AAT  II*  C  eameft 
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earneft  remonilrances  of  Seckendorff,  die 
French  abandoned  hini,  and  did  not  halt  till 
they  came  to  Strafbourg,  where  maiihal  de 
Broglio  gave  a  ball  the  very  day  of  his  arrival, 
apparently  to  celebrate  the  brilliant  campaign 
which  he  had  juft  concluded.  The  imfprtunatc 
Seckendorff  employed  himfelf  in  affembling  the 
remains  of  his  imperialifts,  who  had  behaved  fo 
ill  at  Braxinauj  and  joining  them  to  the  corps 
which  was  at  Burghaufeni  haftily  retired  thence 
toward  Munich,  which  he  forfook  to  join  the 
French  army;  but,  being  affured  that  thcfc 
troops  determined  to  rc-pafs  theRhine>  he  wrote 
to  inform  marfhal  Broglio  that,  as  the  French 
abandoned  the  emperor,  the  emperor  faw  him- 
felf obliged  to  abandon  them,  and  feck  for 
fafety  where  it  could  be  found.  He  inmiediately 
requefted  prince  Charles  df  Il/)rrain  and  mar- 
fhal Khevenhuller  to  agree  to  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  and  obtained  fomething  equivalent,  for  the 
Auftrians  promifed  him  not  to  moleft  the  Im* 
perial  troops  fo  long  as  they  (hould  occupy  a 
iieutral  territory  in  the  empire.  Blinded  by  their 
fuccefs,  the  Auftrians  defpifed  thefe  troops  too 
much  to  wifh  to  difajrm  them.  They  flew  toward 
the  Rhine^  inflated  by  the  chimerical  hope  of 
re-conquering  Lorrain.  Profpcrity  in  war  is 
often  more  dangerous  than  misfortune;  fome  it 

.  infpires 
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infpires  with  too  much  fecurity,  and  others  with 
too  much  temerity.  The  greateft  general  in  the 
world  would  be  one  who,  under  various  for- 
tunes, (hould  pri^ferve  an  equal  mind,  and 
who  never  Ihould  feparate  adivity  from  pru- 
dence.   While  prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  was 

journeying  toward  tlie  Rhine,  Germany  was 
over-run  by  a  new  foreign  army,  which,  under 
the  pretence  of  protefting  it,  concurred  in  its 
ruin.  The  king  of  England  had  fent  his  Ha- 
noverian and  Englifli  troops  toward  the  Lower 

Rhine,    under   the  command   of  lord  Stair. 
George  pafled  the  fea  himfelf  and  came  to 
Hanover,  to  put  himfelf  afterward  at  the  head 
of  his  army.    Lx)rd  Stair,  who  was  at  Hochft, 
rifked  the  paflage  of  the  Maine.  The  French,  who 
were  watching  him,  foon  obliged  him  to  return 
to  his  former  portion.     This  fchool-boy  con* 
duft  made  the  king  of  England  apprehenfive 
that  his  general,  whofe  temperament  was  too 
hot,  might  commit  fome  greater  imprudence, 
and  he  haftened  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  com- 
mand of  his  forces.     His  army  confiftcd  of 
feventeen  thoufand  Englifh,.  (ixteen  thoufand 
'  Hanoverians,    and'   ten    thoufand    Auftrians, 
amounting  in  all  to  forty- three  thoufand  men. 
Some  Hanoverian  regiments  and  fix  thoufand  * 
Heffans  were  likewife  on  their  naarch  to  join 

C  2  ihcm. 
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them.  Lbfd  Stair  had  adtd  with  fe  little 
prudence  that  his  men  wanted  bread,  and 
his  horfes  forage:  to  remedy  this  incon- 
venience, the  king  marched  and  encamped 
Hear  AfchafTenbourg;  but  this  means  was  infuf* 
ficient  to  repair  the  negligence  they  had  been 
guilty  of,  in  not  coUefting  fufficient  provender  i 
the  Rhine  might  have  afforded  fupplies,  and 
the  king,  by  marching  further  from  that  river, 
fottnd  himfelf  more  ftraitened  than  by  the 
Maine  and  the  Prehch,  who  guarded  the  op- 
polite  fhorfe,  and  by  the  barren  mountains  of 
Spefhard  ^hich  lay  ih  his  rear.  He  perceived 
his  fault  but  too  l<5ort  J  marihal  Kbaille^l  could 
ftarve  the  Englifh  monarch  in  his  camp;  arid,  as 
he  forefaw  he  could  not  long  there  reriiain, 
Noailles  conceived  adelign  worthy  of  the  greateft 
commander.  He  took  Dettingen,  and  threw  two 
bridges  over  the  Maine,  by  the  fide  of  which 
he  caufed  fords  to  be  prepared  for  his  cavalry  i 
ail  thefe  things  were  executed  without  thefr 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
land; they  were  the  prfeludc  td  the  battle 
which  foon  was  to  be  fought*  To  o1>tain  i  more 
precife  idea,  it  is  neceflary  to  know  tiiat  the 
Englifh  army,  famifhed  near  the  fources  of  the 
Maine,  could  only  find  fubfiftence  ty  taking 
ih«  void  to  Hanau;  its  left  extended  on  the 

tJtiks 


THE  HISTORY  Of   MY  OWM  TIMBS.        2t 

banks  of  the  Maine^  where  It  leaves  the  )ulls^  and 
crofled  the  fmall  pbin  of  Dettingen.  Marlha) 
NoaiUes  confequently  had  a  detachment  ready 
%o  feize  on  Afchaffenbovirg  the  moment  it 
fliould  be  vacated  by  the  EngUfh.  Along  the 
Maine  he  h^  ere&ed  maiked  b^ttepes^  the 
very  mouths  of  which  the  columns  of  the 
allied  arniy  muft  &ce  on  their  march.  The 
chi^f  of  his  i^my  was  to  pafs  the  Maine^  ai^cl 
draw  pp  behind  a  rivulet  which  runs  froqi 
the  Spefhard-hills^  and  falls  into  the  N|aine« 
Thefe  troops  were  predfely  to  intercept  th^  road 
tQ  Hanau.  At  this  pafs  then  the  kii^g  of  Eng- 
land was  to  meet  with  an  army  in  front  and 
batteries  in  flan^.  Had  marihal  Noailles  exa,dly 
followed  tl}e  projeft  he  had  fo  wifely  conceived^ 
the  Hing  of  England  muft  have  been  forced 
either  to  attack  the  French  army  in  a  moft 
advantageous  poft,  to  open  the  road  to  Han^y 
fword  in  hand^  or  to  retire  into  the  d^ferts  of 
Spefhardy  which  muft  infallibly  hav^  ^^^  hitB 
difband  his  troops  for  want  of  (ubfiftence. 
Hunger  drove  thf  Englifh  from  Afchaffenbourg, 
as  Noailles  had  forefcen.  The  troops  which  had 
been  encamped  \n  corps  did  not  march  by 
columns,  but  followed  at  ftated  diftance^  fir^ 
the  Hanoverians^  then  the  Englifh^  and  laftly 
the  Auftrians.    The  king  was  in  his  coach  near 
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his  Hanoverian  troops, -when  be  was  informed 
that  his  van- guard  was  attacked  by  a  heavy 
body  of  French  cavalry,  and  foon  after  that 
the  whole  French  army  had  pafTed  the  Maine, 
and,  to  oppofe  him,  had  formed  itfelf  in  order 
of  battle.  The  king  mounted  His  hprfe,  that 
he  might  examine  for  himfelf :  the  French  be- 
gan their  cannonade;  his  horfe  took  fright,  and 
was  running  away  with  him  into  the  midft  of  his 
enemies,  had  he  not  been»ftopped  by  the  a6Uvi- 
ty  of  a  groom.  George  difmounted  and  fought 
on  foot  at  the  head  of  one  of  his  Englilh  bat- 
talions. The  troops  had  a  fmall  copfe  to  pafs, 
which  gave  them  time  to  advertife  the  other 
corps  of  the  danger  with  which  they  were 
threatened.  The  duke  of  Aremberg  and  ge- 
neral Neupcrg  haftened,  with  their  Auftrians,  to 
form  their  army  in  front  of  the  French,  as  well 
as  circuniftances  would  permit;  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, not  having  more  than  twelve  hundred  paces 
in  front,  obliged  the  allies  to  arrange  themfelves 
in-  feven  or  eight  lines.  The  French  did  not 
fuffer  them  tranquilly  to  finifli  this  difpofition; 
they  were  attacked  by  the  royal  houfehold  troops, 
who  pierced  through  four  lines  of  cavalry,  over- 
threw all  they  encountered,  and  enafted  pro- 
digies of  valour:  they  would  perhaps  have 
carried  off  the  honours  of  the  day,   had  they 

not 
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not  continually  found  new  lines  to  encounter. 
Thefe  reiterated  attacks  having  thrown  them 
into  diforder,  the  Auftrian  regiment  of  Stirhein, 
perceiving  it,  made  them  retreat  in  their  turn. 
This  would  not  have  made  the  French  lofe  the 
battle:  we  muft  attribute  the  true  caufe  of  this 
lofs  to  the  imprudent  motion  of  the  duke  de 
Grammont  and  the  count  dc  Harcourt.  They 
were  on  the  right  of  the  army  with  the  brigade 
of  the  French  guards,  and,  without  receiving 
orders  fo  to  do,  thought  proper  to  take  the  left 
pf  the  allies  in  flank,  which  was  toward  the 
Maine.  By  this  manoeuvre  they  prevented  their 
own  batteries  from  playing,  which  were  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Maine,  and  which  greatly 
incommoded  the  allies.  The  French  guards 
did  not  ftand  the  firft  difcharge  of  the  Auftrians 
but  took  to  flight  in  a  fhameful  manner, 
^d  threw  .themfelves  into  the  Maine,  where 
fome  of  them  were  drowned,  and  others  jcarried 
difcouragem^t  and  terror  through  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  army.  It  w^  with  great  diifi-» 
culty  that  prince  Louis  of  Brunfwick,  whq 
ferved  in  the  Auftrian  troops,  could  perfuade 
the  king  of  England  to  fuffer  the  Englifli  to 
advance.  It  was  they  however  who  decided 
the  retreat  of  the  French,  and  drove  them  to 
repafs  the  Maine.    The  French,  with  their  ufual 
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pleafantry,  called  this  zSdon  the  battle  of  brokqi 
(lafTsy  becaufe  Grammont  and  Harcourt  had 
made  their  attack  entirely  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining the  ftaffof  marftial,  as  a  recompenfe  dup 
to  their  valour*  They  alfo  oaxned  t;hc  French 
guards  the  ducks  of  the  Maine,  and,  ^  (word 
was  hung  up  at  the  Hotel  de  Noaillesj  with 
the  before-mentioned  infcription.  Thou  shalt 
DO  NO  MURDER.  This  nurdial^  no  doubt,  ought 
not  to  have  continued  at  his  battery  beyond  the 
Maine*  Had  he  been  prefent  at  the  army,  he 
never  would  have  permitted  that  unfcafonablp 
attack  of  the  French  guards  jv  and  had  the  troops 
remained  in  then-  pofts,  they  n^ver  could  have 
been  diilodged  by  the  allies.  The  king  of 
England  by  (his  vi<%ory  gained  nothing  but 
fubiiftence  for  his  forces.  The  cannon  of  the 
Hanoverians  was  well  ferved.  Some  of  their 
regiments,  as  well  as  fome  Auftrian  regi- 
ments, efpecially  that  of  Stirhein,  diftinguifhed 
themfelves.  Neuperg  had  the  greateft  (hare 
in  the  viftory,  and  was  well  feconded  by  prince 
Louis  of  Brunfwick.  *  I  know  an  officer  who 
was  on  the  ground  where  the  king  of  England 
flood  during  the  battle,  at  the  head  of  hi$ 
Hanoverian  battalion,  with  his  left  foot  behind, 
his  right,  his  fWord  in  his  hand,  and  his  am)  - 
f  xtendcd,  nearly  in  the  fame  attitude  as  a  fenc-: 

ing 
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ing  mafler  would  put  himfelf^  when  he  was 
prftparing  to  make  a  lunge  in  quarte.  He  gave 
XWrks  of  bravery,  but  no  orders  that  related 
%o  the  battle.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  fought 
at  the  head  of  the  Englilh  guards,  and  gained 
admiration  for  his  course  and  hvunanity. 
Though  wounded  himfelf,  he  infilled  that 
the  furgeon  fhould  firft  drefs  a  French  pri- 
foner  who  was  full  of  galhes.  The  allies 
never  dreamt  of  purfuing  the  French;  their 
great  care  was  to  gain  fubfiftence  from  their 

Jpagazine  at  Hanau.  The  viftor,  after  hav- 
ing fupped  on  the  field  of  battle,  immc* 
diately  continued  his  march  that  he  might 
approach  his  provifions.  A  very  extraordinary 
circumflance  was  that,  after  the  battle  had  been 
won,  lord  Stair  wrote  a  note  to  marfhal  de 
Noailles,  intreating  him  to  take  care  of  the 
wounded,  left  on  the  field  which  the  conquerors 
abandoned*  As  the  allies  all  wore  green  rib- 
bons in  their  hats,  a  laurel  branch  was  faflened 

^on  the  hat  of  the  king,  which  he  without  fcruple 
wore^  Thefe  are  wretched  trifles,  but  they  paint 
pien.    . 

This  vidory  did  not  give  the  king  of  Fruflia 
fo  mutch  pleafvire  ^  it  had  given  to  the  king  of 
jpngland.  It  was  to  be  feared  that  the  French 
fOiniftry,  who  had  little  fortitude,  and  were  dif- 
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couraged  by  a  continuation  of  ill  fuccefs,  would 
facrifice  the  glory  of  Louis  XV.  and  the  intcrcft 
of  the  emperor,  to  extricate'  themfelves  from 
difficulties  which  were  continually  taking  birth,  ' 
^nd  by  which  they  were  furrounded.  That  ho 
might  difcover  the  intentions  of  the  allies,  the 
king  fent  young  Finck,  under  the  pretence  of 
congratulating  the  king  of  England  on  his  vic- 
tory, but  in  reality  to  watch  the  conduft  of 
lord  Carteret,  and  difcover  any  negotiations 
which  might  be  carried  on  in  ^he  camp.  The 
prince  of  Hefle,  WilKam,  brother  of  the  king 
of  Sweden,  was  very  well  difpofed  toward  the 
intercfts  of  the  emperor.  He  vas  inftfumental 
in  remitting  to  lord  Carteret  fome  propofitions  of 
accommodation,  which  (hould  tend  to  recon- 
cile Bavaria  and  Auflria ;  but  the  Englilhman 
was  not  Efficiently  cimning  to  diflemble  his  real 
inclinations,  and  it  was  perceived  diat  he  did  not 
wiih  any  accommodation,  that  his  matter  was  for 
war,  that  the  queen  of  Hungary  defired  the  Im- 
perial throne  for  her  hufband,  and  that  they 
both  were  alike  defirous  of  ruining  Bavaiia. 
The  king  of  England  foon  renounced  the  cha- 
racter he  had  afTumed  of  proteftor  of  the  em- 
pire. A  borrowed  part  is  difficult  to  fuflain, 
and  men  aft  beft  when  they  aft  naturally  He 
haughtily  refufed  granting  indemnification  to  va- 
rious 
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nous  princes,  which  bad  been  demanded  for  the 
fpoils  conimitted  by  his  troops  in  their  ftates : 
he  would  not  even  pay  for  the  provifions  and 
forage  which  thefe  princes  had  delivered*  He 
employed  a  fingular  expreflion  in  a  paper  which 
he  caufed  to  be  printed  to  elude  thefe  gratifica- 
tions. ^^  It  is  the  leaft/'  faid  he,  *'  the  princes 
*^  of  the  empire  can  do  to  maintain  the  army  of 
**  their  deliverer  and  their  faviour.  However, 
*^  he  Ihould  think  proper  to  reimburfe  thefe 
*^  flutes  according  to  their  future  condudl/'  By 
this  haughtinefs  he  completely  alienated  thdr 
affedtions.  The  moft  defpotic  monarch  does 
pot  exprefs  himfelf  in  more  imperious  terms. 
The  king  aded  from  intereft,  and  Carteret  was 
violent.  Charaders  like  thefe  feldom  mgkc  ufe 
of  moderate  expreflions. 

While  all  this  was  pafling  upon  the  Maine, 
prince  Charles  of  Lorrain  purfued  the  French 
to  the  banks  of  the  Rhine.  His  army  was  di« 
vided  into  three  columns;  and,  while  it  advanced 
toward  the  frontiers  of  Alfatia,  he  and  marfhal 
Khevenhuller  repaired  to  the  Engliih  army ;  this 
they  could  the  more  eafily  do,  becaufe  marfliil 
de  Noailles  had  repaffed  the  Rhine  at  Oppen- 
hcin.  The  king  of  England  wiOied  to  form  a 
plan  by  which  the  two  armies  flxould  mutually 
be  fo  well  regulated  that  their  motions  ihould 

all 
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all  tend  to  the  fame  purpofe,  which  was,  accord^ 
ing  to  the  projed  they  had  agreed  on,  to  recover 
Lorrain.  For  this  end,  the  king  of  England 
was  t(^  pafs  the  Rhine  at  Mayence,^  and  to  march 
direftly  into  Alfatia,  that  he  m^ight  facilitate 
the  paflage  of  the  Rhiqe  at  Bafil  for  prince 
Charles  of  Lorrain ;  then  to  take  Lorrain,  and 
afterward  to  diftribute  the  viftorious  troops  in 
winter  quarters  through  Burgundy  and  Cham- 
paigne*  Deflgns  like  thefe  were  vaft,  but  the 
execution  of  tKem  ill  correfponded  with  their 
grandeur.  The  king  of  England^  finding  no 
impediment,  pafled  the  Rhine  at  Mayence,  and 
proceeded  toward  Worms.  Prince  Charles,  lefs 
fortunate,  caufed  fome  troops  to  pafs  on  an  ifland 
of  the  Rhine,  and  fome  Hungarians  to  the 
other  fide :  the  latter  were  driven  back  with  lo(s. 
the  ifland  of  the  Rhine  was  abandoned,  and  this 
prince  languidly  remained  in  Brifgau  to  (he  end 
of  that  campaign,  the  conunencemept  of  which 
had  been  fo  brilliant. 

The  camp  at  Wormsj^  by  the  inaftivity  of 
the  troops,  became  the  centre  of  negotiations. 
The  French  employed  every  kind  of  means  to 
difcoVer  the  temper  of  the  allies;  they  made  fe* 
vera!  overtures  to  lord  Carteret,   and  ventured 

•  •  • 

ibme  propofitions,  that  they  might  found  the 
ftiore,  and  find  on  what  conditions  peace  was  to  be 

obtal;;iedt 
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obtained.  Ifiie  ihtentlons  of  the  king  of  Eng* 
lahi  went  much  beyond  any  thing  that  France 
could  offer  with  propriety.  George,  who  knew 
that  the  king  of  Pruifia  was  informed  of  thefe 
conferences,  and  .wifhed  to  delude  him  by  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  prefent  circumflances, 
communicated  to  him  a  plan  of  pacification,  in 
which  France  offered  to  aflift  the  queen  of  Hun- 
gary in  recovering  Silefia,  on  condition  that  (he 
would  acknowledge  the  emperor,  and  put  him 
in  peaceable  pofleflion  of  Bavaria*  Lord  Hynd- 
ford  made  a  journey  into  Silefia,  where  the  king 
then  was,  to  communicate  this  intelligence; 
but  this  wore  an  air  of  fuch  hafte  that,  inftead 
of  convincing  the  king  of  the  truth  of  what  was 
told,  he  was  led  to  fufpedt  that  fuch  propofi- 
tions  on  the  part  of  France  were  falfe  and 
forged.  The  difpofition  of  the  king  of  England 
toward  Pruffia  was  too  well  known,  and  his  evil 
intentions  were  manifefl  in  his  conduft  to 
count  Finck.  All  this  confirmed  the  king  in 
the  opinion  that  this  friendly  communicadon 
was  a  fnare  fpread  for  him  by  the  political  craft 
of  Carteret.  He  notwithftanding  alfured  lord. 
Hyndford  that  he  was  exccedmgly  fenfiblc  of 
the  tokens  of  friendfhip  which  the  king  of  Eng- 
land teftified  for  him  on  this  occafion,  but  that, 
depending  on  the  good  faith  of  the  queen  of 

Hungary, 
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Hungary^  on  the  wifdom  of  king  George,  and 
on  the  guarantee  itfelf>  he  was  certain  that  thele 
two  powers  would  never  enter  into  views  fb  op- 
pofite  to  their  engagements,  and  the  accom* 
pliftiment  of  which  might  be  more  difficult  than 
was  fufpefted.  The  Englifti  minifter  was  un- 
prepared to  receive  an  anfwer  like  this,  and 
fcarcely  could  prevent  his  difcontent  from  be- 
ing vifible  on  his  countenance;  But  what  ap- 
pearance was  there  that  the  king  of  France 
would  have  recourfe  to  an  expedient  fo  ridicu- 
lous to  obtain  peace  from  the  emprefs  queen,  as 
that  of  plunging  himfelf  in  a  new  war,  and 
becoming  the  inftrument  of  the  grandeur 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  every  perma- 
nent intereft  of  his  own  kingdom  obliged  him 
ta  oppofe  ?  Was  it  not  more  natural  to  imagine 
that  this  was  a  fable  invented  by  lord  Carteret, 
purpofely  to  incite  the  king  of  Pruffia  againft 
France  ?  Might  not  Carteret  thus  reafon :  the 
King  of  Pruffia  is  paffionate,  -  and  eafily  takes 
fire  ;  a  propofition  like  that  which  we  h^e  ^nt 
him  will  tranfpott  him  with  anger;  lord  Hynd- 
ford  will  eafily  profit  by  this  fo  far  to  incrcafe  hig 
vescation  as  to  induce  him  to  declare  againft 
'France,  in  which  cafe  we  Ihall  have  purchafed 
his  aififtance  at  an  eafy  rate. 
Xl  muft  nevcnhelefs  be  allowed  that  the  in* 

formation 
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foritiation  given  by  lord  Hjmdford  was  fup- 
ported  by  circumftances  fo  fpecious  that  they ' 
merited  to  be  examined  before  they  were  wholly 
rejedcd :  they  were  as  follow. — A  certain  emif- 
fary  of  France,  named  Hert^el,  had  come  to 
the  eleftor  of  Mayence,  to  infinuate  certain 
propofitions  to  this  prince,  which  he  wiflied ' 
might  be  known  to  the  Engli(h«  The  intrigues 
of  the  Auftrians  had  caufed  the  count  of  Oftein 
to  be  chofen  eleftor  of  Mayence,  inftead  of 
Schonbom,  who  had  crowned  Charles  VII. 
Oftein  was  the  creature  of  the  Auftriaas,  and 
likewiic  was  in  the  pay  of  the  EAglifh,  to  whom  ■ 
he  had  fold  himfdf  without  referve.  Coimt 
Finck  was  fent  to  Mayence  to  fearch  into  the 
fa&,  and  every  effbrt  was  made  in  France  in 
order  to  penetrate  and  arrive  at  the  truth.  This 
was  all  loft  labour ;  perhaps  Hertzel  had  him- 
felf  made  the  propofirions  which  gave  birth  to 
this  ftory  on  his  own  authority.  It  was  a  chaos 
of  treachery,  and  another  CEdipus  was  requifite 
to  refolve  the  enigma. 

A  more  important  negotiation  began  at  this 
rime  to  be  formed:  the  court  of  Verfailles  pro- 
posed to  engage  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  take 
part  in  the  interefbs  of  France  and  Spain.  A- 
provifional  treaty  indeed  fubfifted  betwe«i 
Charles  Emanuel  and  Maria  Therefa,  but  it 

4  was 
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was  in  fuch  ambiguous  and  general  terms  that 
it  might  without  ill  faith  be  broken.  The  ne* 
gotiation  of  the  French  was  in  a  fortunate  train 
at  Turin>  and  might  have  been  concluded^ 
had  not  the  French  and  Spaniards  infifted  too 
much  in  bargaining  concerning  trifles.  LoM 
Carteret  was  inforaied  of  what  was  tranfadiag 
at  Turin^  and  he  did  not  thus  bargain.  His 
offers  at  the  expence  of  the  Auflrians  furpafled 
thofe  of  France,  and  he  was  (uccefsfol  with  the 
king  of  Sardinia.  By  tlHs  treaty  the  queen 
of  Himgary  ceded  to  the  latter  the  diftrift  of  > 
Vcgevano>  the  Tortonefe,  and  a  part  of  the  ( 
dutchy  of  Parma  {  while  the  )iing  of  Sardinia 
guaranteed  whatever  (he  poflefled  in  Itdly, 
which  pofTeffions  h&  engaged  to  defend  with  all 
his  forces.  This  treaty  was  made  and  concluded 
at  Worms.  The  court  of  Vienna  was  outrage* 
ous  at  the  ceffions  which  the  EnglUh  continually 
obliged  it  to  make>  and  looked  on  the  Englifli 
as  very  ftrange  guarantees  oi  the  Pragmatic 
fanfUon,  on  which  they  were  ihceflandy  mak* 
ing  infractions.  The  king  of  Pruffia  thought 
this  difpofition  favourable  toward  infpiring  the 
Auftrians  with  more  pacific  fentiments.  He 
caufed  it  to  be  reprefented  to  them  that  the  part 
they  were  afting  in  Europe  was  ill  fbited  to 
their  interefts,  that  if  the  emperor  was  but  the 

puppec 
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jpuppet  of  L<:mis  XV .  they  alfo  had  the  charac-* 
ter  of  being  the  puppets  of  George  IL  and  that 
peace  was  the  only  means  to  refcue  them  from 
the  tutelage  of  England*  Such  reprefentations 
piqued  them  the  more  becaufe  that  they  were 
founded  in  faft.  This,  however^  did  not  pre- 
vent the  hope  they  entertained  of  conquering 
Lorraine^  which  induced  them  to  purfue  their 
meafures. 

The  king  of  Pruffia  wilhed  for  peace;  he 
preached  moderation  to  all  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers, endeavoured  to  foften  fome,  and  to  bridle 
others.  It  was  not  eafy  to  prevent  oil  being 
thrown  in  the  fire^  but  at  length  it  muft  be 
extinguiflicd  for  want  of  fuel.  The  beft  in- 
tentions  are  not  always  fuccefsful.  The  guineas 
of  England  began  to  put  the  republic  of  Hol- 
land in  a  fermentation.  The  Orange  party  was 
for  war,  the  true  republicans  for  peace*  Th* 
power  of  gold  at  length  was  fupcrior  to  aU  thd 
eloquence  of  the  beft  citizens,  and  the  United 
Provinces  efpoufed  the  intereft  of  the  queen  of 
Hungary,  which  wras  foreign  to  theinfelves,  and 
the  defigns  of  Carteret,  of  which  they  were  ig- 
norant. They  fent  *  twenty  thoufand  men  to 
reinforce  the  army  of  Worms ;  about  fourteen 
thoufand  of  whom  joined  it,  and  the  reft  dif^ 
banded  themfelves* 

*  InAugufb 
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Marihal  de  Noailles,  after  having  paffed  a 
part  of  the  campaign  behind  the  Speyerbach, 
abandoned  that  pofition  to  approach  Landau ; 
where  he  was  ready  to  join  marfhal  de  Coigni, 
who  had  taken  the  command  of  the  troops  of  old 
de  Broglio,  in  cafe  prince  Charles  of  Lorr^ne 
fliould  force  the  p^ff^gc  of  the  Rhine,  and 
penetrate  into  Alfatia.  King  George  followed 
the  French  as  far  as  the  Speyerbach,  where  he 
ended  the  campaign,  after  having  razed  the 
lines  which  the  French  had  formed  on  its 
banks.  He  returned  to  Hanover,  and  the 
troops  went  into  quartos  in  Brabant,  and  the 
bifhopric  of  Munfter.  During  his  refidence  at 
Hanover,  the  king  married  his  daughter  Maria 
to  the  prince  royal  of  Denmark ;  after  which 
he  began  his  journey  for  London,  there  in  a 
pompous  harangue  to  make  a  recital  of  his  ex- 
ploits to  his  parliament. 

To  convince  ourfelves  how  inconfequent  are 
the  actions  of  men,  we  have  only  to  analyze  this 
campaign.  An  army  is  affembled  on  the  Maine 
without  fubfiftence  being  provided ;  hunger  and 
furprifc  oblige  the  allies  to  give  battle;  they 
vanquilh  the  French,  pafs  the  Rhine,  and  pro- 
ceed to  Worms;  they  are  ftopped  by  the  Speyer- 
bach,  without  finding  any  expedients  to  diflodgc 
their  enemies;  afterward  they  advance  along 
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tlic  Speycrbachy  which  is  abandoned  to  them 
by  de  Noailles ;  and  they  receive  fuccours  from 
the  Dutch,  only  to  retire  into  winter  quarters 
in  Brabant  and  Weftphalia.  In  the  whole  of 
this  conduft,  there  is  nothing  confiftent*:  it 
refembles  the  operations  of  a  chymift,  who,  in 
fearch  of  the  philofopher's  ftone,  difcovers  a 
colour  of  which  he  flood  in  no  need.  It  is  not 
intentionally  to  criticife  the  conduft  of  the  king 
o(  England  that  we  make  thefe  refle6Hons,  for 
many  other  generals  have  afted  in  like  manner : 
it  is  folely  to  convince  our  readers,  that  men ' 
are  not  fo  rational  as  they  wifh  to  behevc 
themfelves. 

The  fmall  fuccefs  attendant  on  the  Auflxians 
and  Ekiglifh,  during  the  campaign  of  1 743,  gave 
the  French  time  to  confider,  and  to  take  necef- 
fary  meafures.  It  was  true,  they  had  loft  Ba- 
varia ;  but  their  felf-love  was  flattered  by  hav- 
ing prevented  their  enemies  from  pafling  the 
Rhine,  and  penetrating  into  Alfatia.  Though 
fortune  had  often  changed  fides  in  this  war,  in- 
tereft  had  as  often  changed  the  politics  of  mo* 
narchs.  We  have  faid  that  the  king  of  Saf 
dinia  had  figned  the  treaty  of  Worms :  this 
treaty  was  made  public  at  the  very  time  when 
he  was  negotiating  with  France  and  Spain,  and 
when  the  news  of  the  conclufion  of  an  oppoficc 
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treaty  was  hourly  cxpefted  at  Verfaillcs*  Thff 
miniftry  of  Louis  XV.  were  unable  to  diffemblc 
their  rcfcntment,  which  broke  forth  at  finding 
fuch  marks  of  duplicity  and  contempt  in  the 
conduftof  the  kmg  of  Sardinia.  The  French  am- 
baflador  was  immediately  recalled  from  Turin ; 
a  corps  of  ten  thoufand  French  troops  was  fent 
to  join  the  marquis  de  la  Mina,  who  conmiand* 
cd  under  don  Philip  in  the  Genoefe  river.  Mina, 
in  order  tq  force  the  paffes  of  Piedmont,  en* 
deavoured  to  penetrate  by  Chateau  Dauphine; 
but  he  was  intercepted  by  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
He  had  intrenched  himfelf  there,  and  occupied 
two  forts  which  are  on  hills  to  the  right  and  left 
of  the  pafs.  The  Sardinians  defended  them- 
felves  fo  vigoroully  there,  that  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  repelled  on  all  fides,  retired  intoDau- 
phiny,  after  having  Idl  fix  thoufand  men  in 
that  fiiiitlcfs  expedition. 

The  facility  which  the  court  of  Vienna  had 
found  in  engaging  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  be- 
come her  ally,  perfuadcd  her  (he  might  procure 
z  like  advantage  in  Ruffia,  and,  by  the  afliflance 
of  that  empire,  fortify  what  (he  called  the  good 
caufe.  France  knew  this,  and  fent  the  marquis 
de  la-  Chetardie  to  Peterfburg,'  to  oppofe  the 
diefigns  of  her  enemies.  This  ambafTador,  who 
by  his  addrefs  had  placed  Elizabeth  on  the 
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throne,  fuppofed  that  during  his  miffion  he 
Ihould  receive  marks  of  gratitude  from  that 
court.  He  was  miftaken :  he  received  the  very 
reverfe.  The  country  was  in  a  date  of  great 
commotion;  fo  many  fovereigns  depofed  had 
raifed  jealoufies  among  the  grandees  who  fol* 
lowe4  their  fortunes.  A  chief  only  was  want- 
ing to  give  rebellion  birth.  Thofe  powers 
that  were  fo  determined  on  obtaining  fuccours 
from  Ruffia,  finding  they  were  not  to  be  ob- 
tained, profited  by  the  feeds  of  difcontent  which 
Aen  began  to  fprout,  to  carry  on  a  confpiracy 
againft  the  emprefs,  which  fortunately  for  that 
princefs  was  difcovered.  In  order  to  develop 
this  dangerous  projeft,  it  is  neceflary  to  recol- 
left  that  the  court  of  Vienna  had,  with  chagrin, 
feen  that  cataftrophe  which  dethroned  prince 
Anthony  of  Brunfwick  and  his  wife.  France 
having  taken  part  in  that  revolution  was  fuffi. 
cient  to  have  rendered  it  odious;  and  the  more 
fo,  becaiife  it  was  to  be  prefumed  that  the  cm* 
prefs  Elizabeth  would  not  forget  the  fervice 
ihe  had  received  from  France,  and  would  have 
a  prediledion  for  that  power  rather  than  for 
Auftria,  efpecially  confidcring  the  near  relation* 
(hip  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  to  the  family  de» 
throned.  Recollections  like  thefe  wer?  fuffident 
to  ift4^c«  i^  belief,  in  the  Auftrian  minifby,  that 
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they  would  do  right  to  undertake  every  things 
to  eiFeft  the  ruin  of  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia*  The 
marquis  of  Botta  Adorno,  ambaffador  from  the 
queen  of  Hungary  to  Pcteriburg,  had  fecret 
inftruftions  to  can)'  on  this  plot.  He  was  the 
leaven  of  that  court,  which  foured  the  mmds  of 
thofe  by  whom  it  was  frequented.  He  cj^cited 
the  anger  of  the  women,  and  affociated  with 
pcrfons  of  every  rank  and  every  charter.  He 
added  calunmy  to  treafon,  by  giving  affurances 
of  the  proteftion  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  for 
thofe  who  (hould  aft  in  behalf  of  his  brother-in- 
law  and  nephew,  the  young  dethroned  eipperor. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  marquis  of  Bott% 
when  he  employed  the  king's  name  in  this 
j5lot,  to  engage  him  in  a  quarrel  with  RuiSa,  if 
the  confpiracy  (hould  be  difcovered.^  This  it 
happened  to  be,  and  the  knout  informed  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflia  that  Botta  was  its  author.  I? 
was  firft  learnt  from  a  riotous  drunken  RuiEan, 
who  held  fome  treafonable  converfation  in  one 
of  the  coffee-houfes  of  Peteriburg.  He  was 
arrellcd  by  the  police ;  and  the  fear  of  the  tor- 
ture made  him,  and  fuch  of  his  accQmplices  as 
were  caught,  confefs  all  they  knew.  Forty 
pcrfons  were  feized  at  Mofcowj  whofe  depo- 
fitions  refembled  thofe  of  the  former.  The 
countcfs  Beftuchef  had  her  tongue  cut  out;  the 
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wife  of  one  Beftuchef,  the  miniftcr's  brother,  was 
fent  into  Siberia;  and  a  great  number  of  pcrfons 
owed  the  fucceeding  misfortunes  of  their  lives 
to  the  fedudtions  of  the  marquis  of  Botta. 

This  minifter  had  taken  the  precaution '  to 
procure  his  own  removal,  by  the  appointment  of 
another  minifter,  before  the  confpiracy  broke 
forth,  that  he  might  not  expofe  his  pcrfon  and 
his  charafter  if  it  Ihould  happen  to  fail.  He 
was  in  credit  at  the  court  of  Berlin  when  the 
plot  was  difcovered ;  and  the  king  of  Pruffia 
having  learned  what  had  pafTed  in  Ruffia,  for- 
bade him  the  court,  and  joined  the  cmprefs  of 
Rufiia  in  demanding  fatisfadion  of  the  queen  of 
Hungary,  inafmuch  as  fiotta  had  equally  of-* 
fended  the  emprefs  and  the  king.  The  odious 
conduA  of  the  marquis  of  Botta  was  in  part  caft 
upon  the  court  to  which  he  belonged.  Although 
the  French  had  given  an  example  of  a  like  en* 
terprife,  they  ought  not  to  have  been  imitated 
by  the  Auftrians.  What  muft  become  of  public 
fafety,  or  of  the  fafety  of  kings  themfelves,  if 
the  door  was  thus  opfened  to  rebellion,  poifon, 
and  afiaflination  ?  What  jurifprudence  could  au- 
thorife  attempts  like  thefe?  Has  not  the  policy 
of  nations  honourable  means  of  which  it  may 
avail  itfelf  ?  And  muft  it  lofe  every  fentiment  of 
probity  i^  its  interefted  views,  which  themfelves 
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are  deceitful  ?  It  is  lamentable  that^  in  the  eight 
teenth  centuryi  humanized  and  enlightened  as 
it  compiPativdy  is,  France  and  Auflxia  have 
rendered  themfelves  liable  to  fuch  reproaches. 

The  queen  of  Hungary  neidier  avowed  nor 
difavowed  the  aft  of  her  minifter.  The  falfe 
jconduft  of  the  court  of  Vienna  might  fumilh 
that  of  Berlin  with  the  means  of  a  more  in- 
timate  union  with  the  court  of  Peteriburg.  The 
king  wrote  to  Mardefeld,  his  ambaffador  in 
Ruffia;  who,  being  an  able  negotiator,  attempt? 
led  to  extend  the  treaty  which  fubfifted  between 
the  two  powers.  After  many  delays,  he  could 
pbtain  nothing  more  than  a  fufiiciently  vague 
guarantee  of  the  Pruffian  ftates,  which  wa?  con^ 
ceived  in  terms  ib  ambiguous  (hat  it  was  not 
worth  the  pains  of  procuring.  Although  this 
p-eaty  was  inefFeftual,  it  might  awe  courts 
whofe  intentions  were  inimical  to  Pru/Ii^. 
French  pafte  may  dazzle  as  effeftually  as  a  dia- 
mond. It  was  the  count  Beftuchef  who  per- 
fuaded  the  emprefs  not  to  conclude  a  more 
intimate  alliance  with  the  ting  of  Pruffia.  The 
marquis  de  la  Chetardie,  diffatisfied  with  this  mi- 
nifter, endeavoured  to  difplace  him,  and  Mar-. 
flefeld  was  authorifed  to  fecond  his  endeavours  ^ 
J>ut  the  experience  of  Mardefeld  could  not  pre- 
vail againft  the  fortunate  ftar  of  Beftuchef.    We 
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referve  a  more  ample  difcuflion  of  the  refult  of 
all  thefe  minifterial  intrigues^  at  the  court  of 
Riiffia^  to  another  opportunity.  Foreign  courts 
OS  bufily  plotted  at  Berlin ;  the  Englifh  did  not 
quit  their  projeft  of  infenfibly  engaging  the 
king  in  the  war  they  were  then  making  on 
France;  and  the  French  were  defirous  he  (hould 
come  to  their  fuccour,  and-  make  fome  diver- 
sion in  their  fevour.  At  this  interval  Voltaire 
arrived  at  Berlin :  having  fome  proteftors  at 
Verfailles,  he  imagined  that  was  fufficient  to  au- 
thorize him  in  airuming.the  airs  of  a  negotiator* 
His  lively  ima^nation  (hot  forth  without  re- 
ftraint  into  the  vaft  field  of  politics  :  he  had  no 
credentials^  and  his  miffion  became  a  fport> 
a  fubjeft  of  merriment.  Two  objefts  were  ever 
prefent  to  Pruffia,  during  the  peaceful  mo- 
ments (he  enjoyed :  thefe  were,  the  fupport  of 
the  emperor,  and  a  general  peace.  As  the 
emperor  had  been  abandoned  by  France,  the 
ible  refource  that  remained  for  his  fupport,  was 
to  form,  as  we  have  already  faid,  a  league 
among  the  princes  of  Germany,  who  might 
raife  the  ftandard  in  aid  of  the  chief  of  the  Ger- 
manic body.  Vain  attempts  had  already  been 
jnade  to  infpire  the  princes  of  Germany  with 
thefe  fentiments.  In  order  to  make  new  efforts, 
^hich  might  determine  them  to  undertake  that 
%  whicl^ 
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which  their  intereft  and  glory  required,  the  king 
thought   proper  pcrfonally  to    converfe    with 
fome  among  them.     Under  pretence  of  vifiting 
his  lifters,  the  one  margravefs  of  Bareith,  the 
other  of  Anfpach,  he  made  a  journey  into  the 
empire :   he  even  went  as  for  as  Hohen-Oet-  ' 
tingen ;  feigning  a  curiofity  to  fee  the  remains 
of  the  Bavarian  army,    but  really  to  delibe- 
rate with  nurihal  SeckendorfF,  concerning  the 
wheels  which  might  be  fet  in  motion  to  aid 
the  emperor.   Temptations,  remonftrances,  rea- 
fons  were  all  ineflFedual :  the  enthufiafts  of  the 
boufe  of  Auftria  were  ready  facrifices  in  her 
behalf;  while  thofe  who  were  attached  to  the 
emperor,  were  fo  intimidated  by  the  reverfe  of 
fortune  which  had  overwhelmed  that  prince^ 
that  they  imagined  their  poffeffions  would  be 
loft  the  very  moment  they  fhould  come  to  his 
fuccour.    The  duchefs  dowager  of  Wurtem- 
hwrg  was  then  at  Bareith.     She  demanded  the 
reftoration  of  her  fons  from  the  king,  to  whom 
0ie  had  confided  the  care  of  their  education* 
The  king  thought  it  would  be  more  decent  for 
thefe  princes  to  depart  under  the  moft  favour- 
able aufpices,  for  which  purpofe  he  had  obtain- 
ed a  difpenfation  of  age  before  the  ufual  time 
from  the  emperor.    This  was  a  means  of  at- 
taching thefe  young  princes  to  the  interefts  of 
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France  and  Bavaria,  While  attentive  thus  to 
politics,  the  king  did  not  negleft  the  interior 
government  of  his  ftates  :  the  fortifications  ia 
Sileiia  advanced  rapidly ;  the  grand  canal  of 
Plauen  was  cut,  to  obtain  a  (hort  communication 
between  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder ;  the  port  rf 
Stetin  had  been  deepened,  and  the  clannel  bf 
the  Swine  rendered  navigable.  Silk  manufaftures 
fprang  up  ;  the  infedt  which  produces  that  pre- 
cious material  became  a  new  fource  of  wealth  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  every  door 
of  induftry  was  thrown  open.  The  academy 
of  fciences  was  renewed  ;  Euler,  Lieberkuhn^ 
Pott,  Marggraf,  became  its  ornaments;  and 
Maupertuis,  fo  famous  for  his  knowledge,  and 
his  voyage  to  Lapland,  its  prefident. 

Thus  ended  the  year  1743.  AH  Europe  was 
bufied  in  wars  and  cabals,  the  cabinets  of  princes 
were  more  aftive  than  their  armies ;  the  caufc 
of  war  was  changed ;  its  firft  end  was  the  fup- 
port  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  its  next  was  pro- 
jcfts  of  conqueft.  England  began  to  gain  an 
afcendancy  in  the  balance  of  power,  which 
prognofticated  nothing  br"  misfortune  to  France. 
The  fortitude  of  the  emprefs  queen  degenerat- 
ed into  obftinacy,  and  the  apparent  generofity 
of  the  king  of  England  into  a  contemptible 
interefl  for  his  ele&orate.    Ruflia  was  dill  at 

peace« 


44  Posthumous    works, 

peace.  The  king  of  Pruffia,  ever  occupied 
in  keeping  an  equilibrium  between  the  belli- 
gerent powers,  hoped  to  obtain  this  purpofc, 
fometimes  by  amicable  infinuations,  fometimes 
by  threats,  and  fometimes  even  by  oftentation. 
But  what  arc  the  projefts  of  man  ?  To  him  the 
future  is  hidden :  he  knows  not  what  (hall  hap- 
pen to-morrow.  How  may  he  forefee  events 
which  a  chain  of  fecondary  caufes  may  within 
fix  months  produce  ?  Circumftances  often  ob- 
lige him  to  aft  contrary  to  his  intention;  and, 
in  the  flux  and  reflux  of  fortune,  prudence  has 
only  to  conform,  to  a6t  with  confiftency,  and 
never  to  lofe  fight  of  her  fyftcm :  it  is  impoffi- 
})lc  file  (hould  forefee  all  events. 


CHAP.    IX. 

Negstiations  of  the  Tear  1744,  and  of  all  which 
preceded  the  War  which  Pruffia  undertook 
agatnft  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^ 

r"r^  H  E  affairs  of  the  emperor  became  more 
Jl  and  more  embroiled.  Auftrian  ambition 
augmented  with  fuccefs,  there  no  longer  wefc 
any  doubts,  it  was  their  intent  to  dethrone  the 
emperor.  The  king  of  England  fluently  en- 
deavoured to  effeft  the  fame  purpofe.     ThQ 
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fceblencfs  of  Charles  VII.  and  the  enormous 
pretenfions  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  announ- 
ced, efpecially  to  thofe  princes  who  were  en» 
amoured  of  their  liberty,  that  they  could  not 
long  remain  fpeftators  of  a  war,  in  which  their 
intereft  and  fame  demanded  they  (hould  not 
fufFer  the  ancient  enemies  of  Germanic  freedom 
to  gain  the  afcendancy.  In  addition  to  thefe 
general  confiderations,  the  king  of  Pruifia  had 
others  ftiU  more  weighty.  Neither  the  queen  of 
Hungary  nor  the  king  of  England  had  fuiEcient 
art  to  conceal  their  evil  intentions;  they  were 
manifeft  on  every  occafion.  Maria  Thercfa 
complaining  to  king  George  of  the  ceflions 
which  he  obliged  her  to  make,  efpecially  that  of 
Sileiia,  George  replied,  ^^  Madam,  that  which  is 
^'  good  to  receive  is  good  to  return.*'  This  anec- 
dote is  certain  truth;  the  author  has  kcsi  a 
copy  of  the  letter.  In  fine,  it  was  known  that 
England  and  Auftria  propofed  to  force  France 
to  conclude  peace,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  the 
guarantee  of  Silefia  (hould  not  be  a  part  of  the 
treaty.  To  this  let  us  add  the  conduct  of  the 
marguis  of  Botta  at  Peterlburg;  and  it  will 
evidently  appear  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  was 
not  to  blame  to  be  on  his  guard,  and  even  to 
prepare  for  war,  if  war  ftiould  be  required  by 
neceflity. 

As 
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As  the  king  had  always  fufpefted  the  enemies 
with  whom  he  had  made  peace,  he  had  paid 
j)articular  attention  in  preparing  for  whatever 
might  happen*  CEconomy  had  in  fome  man- 
ner repaired  the  breaches  of  the  laft  war,  and 
fufficient  fums  had  been  amaffed  to  fupply, 
with  prudence,  the  expences  of  two  campaigns. 
The  fortrefles,  indeed,  were  rather  begun  than 
in  a  ftate  of  defence;  but  the  augmentations  of 
the  army  were  achieved,  and  ammunition  and 
provifions  were  amaffed  enough  for  one  cam* 
paign.  In  a  word,  the  acquifition  of  Silefia 
having  added  new  ftrength  to  the  ftate,  Pruffia 
was  capable  of  executing  with  vigour  the  de- 
figns  of  him  by  whom  it  was  governed. 

It  remained  for  him  to  take  fuch  meafures 
as  that  he  might  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  his  neighbours,  and  particularly  to  pre- 
ferve  himfelf  at  liberty,  if  it  (hould  be  propofed 
to  him  to  aft  in  another  manner.  Of  all  thefe 
neighbours,  the  empire  of  Ruffia  merited  the 
moft  attention,  as  being  the  moft  dangerous.  It 
is  puiffant  and  near.  The  king  had  lefs  dread  of 
the  number  of  its  forces  than  of  that  fwarnt  of 
Coffacks  and  Tartars,  who  fet  provinces  on  fire, 
and  murder  the  inhabitants,  or  lead  them 
into  flavery :  they  ruin  thofe  ftates  which  they 
inundate.    Evil  might  be  returned  for  evil  to 

other 
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Other  enemies ;  but  to  Ruffia  this  was  impofil^ 
ble,  at  leaft  without  a  confiderable  fleet,  which 
fliould  prated  and  fupply  an  army  the  efforts 
of  which  fhould  be  direftcd  againft  Pcterlburg 
itfelf.  With  intent  to  conciliate  the  friendlhip 
of  Ruffia,  the  king  fet  every  engine  in  motion; 
he  even  negotiated  for  that  purpofc  m  SvtC" 
den.  The  emprefs  at  that  time  propofed  to 
marry  the  grand  duke,  her  nephew,  in  order  to 
obtain  fucceffors.  Although  her  choice  was 
not  fixed,  h^r  inclinations  led  her  to  give  the 
preference  to  the  princefs  Ulrica,  the  king's  fifter. 
It  was  the  defign  of  the  court  of  Saxony  to 
marry  the  princefs  Marianne,  fecond  daughter  of 
Auguftus,  to  the  grand  duke,  that,  by  the  favour 
of  that  alliance,  credit  might  b$  obtained  with 
the  emprefs.  The  Ruffian  minifter,  whofc 
venality  would  have  put  his  royal  miftrefs  up  to 
auftion,  had  he  found  any  one  rich  enough  to 
bid  for  her,  fold  the  Saxons  a  premature  con- 
traft  of  marriage.  For  this  the  king  of  Poland 
paid,  and  received  nothing  but  promifes  for  his 
money.  Nothing  could  be  nK>rc  contrary  to 
the  good  of  the  Pruffian  ftate  than  to  fuffer 
fuch  an  alliance  to  be  formed  between  Saxony 
and  Ruffia;  yet  nothing  could  have  been 
more  unnatural  than  to  have  facrificed  a  princefs 

of 
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c^the  blood  royal  to  fupplant  Saxony :  recoxirfc 
was  had  to  another  expedient. 

Among  all  the  marriageable  princefies  of 
Germany^  no  one  better  fuited  the  intentions 
of  Ruffia^  and  the  intereils  of  Pruffia,  than  the 
princefs  of  Zerbft*  Her  &ther  was  marflial  of 
the  king's  armies ;  and  her  mother  princefs  of 
Holftein,  fifter  of  the  prince  fucceiTor  to 
the  throne  of  Sweden)  and  aunt  to  the  grand 
duke  of  Rulfia.  We  Ihall  not  here  enter  into 
a  minute  detail  of  this  negotiation :  it  will  be 
fuflicient  to  know  that  more  labour  was  necef- 
fary  to  make  it  uke  effedt,  than  if  the  fubjeft 
in  queftion  had  been  the  mod  important  in  the 
whole  world.  It  was  oppofed  by  the  very  fa- 
ther of  the  princefs,  a  Lutheran,  fuch  as  lived 
in  the  age  of  the  reformation.  He  would 
not  confent  to  fee  his  daughter  become  a  fchif* 
matic,  until  a  prieft,  not  over  rigid,  had  de- 
monilrated  to  him  that  die  Greek  reUgion 
and  the  Lutheran  were  much  the  fame.  Mar- 
defeld  fo  artfully  hid  all  the  fprings  to  which 
he  gave  adion,  from  the  chancellor  Beftuchef 
in  Ruflia,  that  the  princefs  of  Zerbft  arrived  at 
Peterlburg,  to  the  utter  aftonifliment  of  all 
Europe,  and  was  received  by  the  emprefs  at 
Mofcow  with  evident  marks  of  fatisfadion  and 
friendftxip.     The   road   yet  was  not  wholly 
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txnooth ;  there  was  another  impediment  to  re*^ 
move.  The  youthful  prince  and  princefs  were 
couiins.  To  vanquifh  this  difficulty  the  popes  and 
the  biihops  were  gained^  and  they  decided  that 
the  marriage  Uras  exceedingly  conformable  to  the 
laws  of  the  Greek  church.  Baron  Mardefeld> 
not  fatisfied  widi  this  firft  fuccefs,  undertook 
to  transfer  the  imprifonment  of  the  dethroned 
family  from  Riga  to  fome  other  place  of  Ruffia, 
and  he  fucceeded.  The  fafety  of  the  emprefi 
required  thefe  perfons  (hould  be  more  diflahi^ 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Peterlburg*  One 
revolution  had  deprived  them  of  the  fceptre ; 
they  might  regain  it  by  another*  They  were 
taken  beyond  Archangel,  into  a  place  fo  bar « 
barous  that  the  very  name  of  it  is  unknown.- 
While  we  are  now  writing  thefe  memoits,  prince 
Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunfwick  is  ftill  there. 

The  baron  of  Mardefeld,  and  the  marquis  de 
la  Chetardie,  who  believed  themfelves  powerful 
after  the  arrival  of  the  princefs  of  Zerbft, 
wilhed  to  drown  their  undertaking  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  grand  chancellor,  Beftudhef,  who 
from  caprice  was  the  enemy  of  France  and 
attached  to  England.  He  was  a  man  without 
genius,  litde  able  in  adminiftration,  haughty 
from  ignorance,  deceit^  from  character,  ajid 
double  in  his  dealings  even'  to.thofe  by  whom 
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ke  had  been  bribed.    The  intrigues  of  ihtCk 
minifters  were  of  fufEdent  effeft  to  feparate  the 
two  brothers.     The  grand  marihal  Befhichef 
was  fent  to  Berlin,  in  quality  of  plenipotentiary 
fromRuflia;  but  the  chancellor  had  taken  too 
deep  root  at  court,  ahd  fuftained  eriry  afikult 
they  could  make.  Mardefeld  was  ahful  enbugh 
Hot  to  appe^  concerned  in  thefe  &dions.     La 
Chetardie,  lefs  cautious,  afted  without  difguife  { 
immediately,  without  any  regard  cither  to  his 
charader  or    the   fervices  he  had   rfcndcred^ 
he  was  obliged  hadily  to  quit  Ruflia,  and  iii 
a  manner  very  little  honourable. 
.    The  emprefs  having  come  to  a  deterthtnadofn 
In  her  choice  of  the  princeft  of  Zerbft,  for  the 
fpdufe  of  the  grand  duke,  there  wjis  Ae  lefs  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  her  content  to  the  marriagfc 
of  Ulrica>  princefs  of  PniiBa,  with  the  new 
prince  royal  of  Sweden.    PruiSa  founded  her 
fafety  on  thefe  two  alliances:  the  princefs  of 
Fruffia,  in  expedation  of  the  Swedifh  Iceptr^ 
could  not  become  the  enemy  d  the  kitig  her 
brother ;  and  a  grand  duchefs  of  Ruffia>  edu- 
cated and  maintained  in  the  Pruflian  territories, 
and  indebted  to  the  king  for  her  fortune,  could 
not,  without  ingratitude^    do  him  ill  offices. 
Although  a  more  fblid  alliance  with  Ruflia 
could  not  then  be  accomplilhed,  Aor  could .  a 
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part.  The  king  of  Poland  was  diflatisfied  that 
the  peace  of  Breflau  bad  not  put  him  in  poffef- 
fion  of  Moravia;  he  wilted  to  conquer  pro- 
vinces with  the  pen.  He  was  jealous  at  per- 
ceiving the  houfe  of  Brandenbourg  had  acquired 
Silefia,  and  that  he  had  gained  nothing  by 
this  war :  he  believed  his  to  be  the  beft  found- 
ed pretenfions  to  the  fucceffion  of  Charles  VI. 
he  envied  the  eledor  of  Bavaria  in  his  attain- 
ment of  the  Imperial  crown,  and  he  detefted 
the  French,  by  whom  he  affirmed  he  had  b«en 
deceived.  Propenfities  fo  .favourable  did  not 
efcape  the  court  of  Vienna :  that  feminine  nego- 
tiator, an  old  maid,  named  Kling,  was  continu- 
ally at  Drefden;  and  (he  afted  fo  artfoUy  on 
the  minds  of  the  king  the  queen,  coimt  ***, 
and  the  confeflbr,  thai  (he  induced  them  to  re- 
fofve  on  an  alliance  with  the  queen  of  Hungary. 
AU  obfmcles  foon  were  removed ;  a  defenfive 
treaty  Was  concluded  between  Auftria,  England, 
and  Saxony,  the  fecret  articles  of  which  were 
figned  at  Warfaw.  The  contrafting  parties  took 
good  care  not  to  make  them  public,  but  this  did 
not  prevent  the  king  of  Pfuffia  from  procuring 
a  copy. 

As  this  treaty  was  one  of  the  principal  caufes 
of  the  war  which  the  king  afterward  declared 
agdnft  the  quepn  of  Hungary,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  that  wc  here  ftiould  infert  fome  articles, 
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which  Ihall  juftify  in  the  eyes  of  pofterity  that 
war  of  which  they  were  produftive. 

Article  II.     "  To    this   effeft   the    allies 
*^  engage    themfelvcs    anew   in    an    exprcfs 
**  guarantee  of  all  kingdoms,  ftates,  countries, 
^*  and  domains,  which  they  now   poflcfs,   or 
**  onfjbt  to  foje/s^   in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of 
^*  alliance  made  at  T\irin  in   1703;  of  the 
*<  treaties  of  peace    of  Utrecht  and  Breda; 
^*  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  com- 
<*  monly  called  the  Quadruple  Alliance;  of  the 
^^  treaty  of  pacification  and  alliance,  conduded 
**  at  Vienna  the  loth  of  March,  1731;  of  the 
«*  aft  of  guarantee,  granted  in  confequence, 
^*  and  made  a  law  of  the  empire,  the  nth  of 
^*  February,  1732;  of  the  aft  of  acceffion,  in 
<^  like  manner  figned  in  confequence  at  the 
"  Hague  the  20th  of  February,  1732;  of  the 
**  treaty  of  peace  figned  at  Vienna  the  1 8th  of 
'*  November,  1738,  the  acceffion  to  which  was 
**  made  and  figned  at  Verfailles  the  3d  of 
'*  February,  1739.    AH  which  treaties  are  fully 
**  referred  to  and  confirmed  here,  fo  far  as 
**  they  may  concern  the  allies,  and  as  they  arc 
^^  not  fpecifically  departed  from  by  the  prefent 
*'  treaty/' 

Whoever  reads  this  article  with  impartiality 
miift  find  therein  the  feeds  of  an  offenfive  alli- 
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ance  againft  the  king  of  Pryfliar*  The  queca  of 
Hungary  has  thofe  ftates  guaranteed  which  flic 
poffeflcd  at  the  time  of  the  treaties  referred  to, 
and  which  ihe  afterward  loft.  If  that  prince(s 
and  the  king  of  England  had  been  upright  in 
their  intentions,  ought  they  not  to  have  equally 
referred  to  the  treaty  of  Breflau  in  this  alliance  } 
Strip  the  above  article  of  the  enigmatical  ftyle 
in  which  it  is  envebped,  and  we  there  (hall  fee 
a  formal  guarantee  of  the  ftates  which  the  em^ 
prefs  quecA  ough(  to  poflefs,  in  conformity  to 
the  Pn^matic  fandion,  and  confcKiuemly  of 
Silefia.  But;  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Worms,  to  which  the  king  of  Poland  had 
acceded,  will  even  explain  the  means  the  couit 
of  Vienna  meant  to  make  ufe  of,  for  (he  recovery 
of  its  loft  provinces.    It  is  as  follows ; 

Article  XIII.  ^'  And  fo  foon  as  Italy  fliaU 
^*  be  delivered  from  its  enemies,  and  free  from 
**  any  appar9nt  danger  of  being  again  invaded^ 
**  her  majefty  the  qu^en  of  Hungary  may  not 
^*  only  withdraw  a  part  of  her  forces,  but,  fliould 
^'  ihe  mak^  the  requifitioii,  the  king  of  Sar* 
^^  di^ia  fliall  fumifli  her  with  his  own  troops, 
^^  that  flie  n^y  ejpploy  them  for  the  f^curity  of 
♦^  her  ftates  in  Lombardy,  to  the  end  that  (hm 
«^  may  have  the  aid  of  a  greater  iiumber  of  her 
^^  own  ^roopp  19  Gfrmofy.  In  Jike  manner  as,  at 
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^  the  rcquifition  of  the  king  of  Sardinia^  the 
<*  qvieea  of  HuDgary  (hall  fend  her  troops  into 
/^  the  ftates  of  the  faid  king,  if  fo  it  ftiould  be 
**  neceflary,  to  defend  the  pafles  againft  the 
*^  army  of  any  enemy  that  (hall  undertake  to 
f*  force  them,  and  to  deliver  the  ftates  of  the 
'^  king  of  Sardinia  from  enemies^  and  put  them 
*^  out  of  danger  of  being  invaded  anew/* 

The  queen  of  Hungary  then  wifties  to  withdraw 
her  forces  out  of  Italy  to  employ  them  in  Gcr- 
many.  Againft  whom  ?  Againft  Saxony  ?  She 
had  concluded  an  alliance  with  the  king  of  Po- 
Ibmd,  eleftor  of  that  coyntry.  Againft  Bavaria  > 
She  had  fo  humbled  the  emperor  that  Ihe  pof- 
fciTed  his  patrimonial  provinces.  It  therefore  could 
only  be  againft  the  king  of  Pru0ia  that  (he  me- 
ditaied  a  new  war.  According  to  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  the  treaty  of  Breflau,  the 
king  of  £ngland  ought  &ithfully  to  communi 
cate  fuch  treaties  as  he  (hould  make  to  the  king 
of  Pruffia.  He  took  good  care  to  be  (ilent  con- 
cerning this  treaty.  The  reafon  was  evident. 
What  had  been  planned  at  Worms,  and  had 
been  rjitified  at  Turin  aiyl  Warfaw,  was  to 
overthrow  whatever  the  king  of  England  himfelf 
had  ftipulated  to  perform  by  the  treaty  of  Bref-^ 
lau.  Thefe  new  alliances  were  communicated 
tQ  the  States  General,  and  the  tenor  of  them 
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was  learnt  at  the  Hague.  Accordbg  to  th<| 
rules  of  good  politics,  the  courts  of  Vienna  and 
JLiOndon  ought  not  fo  foon  to  have  \jnmaiked 
their  intentions,  Thefe  courts  were  then  in 
arms>  combating  againfl  France  and  Spain^ 
from  L(Ombardy  to  the  Rhine^  and  as  &r  as 
Flanders.  Might  they  not  have  forefeen  that,  if 
the  king  of  Pruflia  was  not  become  entirely 
an  idiot,  he  would  not  patiently  wait  till  they 
(hould  have  taken  meafures  for  his  deftruftion, 
wd  that  he  would  rather  ufe  his  utmoft  efforts 
to  prevent  the  defigns  of  his  enemies  ?  It  was 
indubiublc  tl^at  Prqffia  could  find  no  fecurity 
in  the  peace  of  Breflau.  Security  muft  there- 
fore be  fought  elfewhere.  The  fituation  was 
critical ;  either  the  king  muft  abandon  himfelf 
to  thp  accidents  of  chance,  or  he  muft  take  vio^ 
lent  meafures,  fubjeft  to  the  greateft  viciffi- 
tudes.  Minifters  reprefcnted  to  this  prince,  that 
vhoever  is  at  prcfent  well  ought  fo  to  remain, 
and  to  be  fatisfied  that  it  is  a  falfe  aflertion  in 
[  politics,  that  war  is  to  be  made,  in  order  to  be 
avoided ;  adding,  that  it  would  be  wife  to  wait 
for  the  good  which  tune  (hould  bring.  The 
king  replied,  they  were  blinded  by  their  timi- 
dity ;  that  it  was  great  imprudence  not  early  to 
anticipate,  when  we  enjoy  the  means  of  guards 
ing  againft,  misfortune ;  that  he  was  fenfible  by 
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a  new  war  he  (hould  exp<^e  his  nobility,  his 
fubjefks,  his  (laces,  and  his  perfon,  to  inevita** 
bie  dangers ;  but  that  the  crifis  required  de-* 
cifion,  and  that  the  woril  part  he  could  take 
would  be  that  of  not  taking  any. 

In  order  to  perceive  At  one  view  the  reafons 
the  king  fuppofed  he  had  to  declare  war  againft 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  the  reafons  urged 
by  hb  minifters  on  the  contrary  part,  we  (haU 
here  make  ufe  of  a  memoir  which  he  fent  them^ 
written  by  himfelf,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy : 

^^  To  aft  judiciouily,  we  muft  not  aft  too 
**  haftily.  I  have  well  confidered  our  prefent 
^^fituation,  and  here  are  the  remarks  I  have 
^^  made  on  the  conduft  of  my  enemies,  which 
^*  I  have  collefted,  the  better  to  prove  their  in- 
^^  tendons,  i.  Why  did  the  queen  of  Hun- 
*^  gary»  at  the  peace  of  Breflau,  fo  obftinately 

perfift  in  preferving  to  herfelf  the  high  moun« 

tains  of  the  Upper  Silefia,  which  are  of  fuch 
^*  fmall  worth  ?  Intereft  certainly  was  not  the 
^*  reafon.  I  perceive  another.  It  was,  by  the 
**  pofleffion  of  thefe  mountains,  to  preferve  ad- 
fc  vantageous  pafles,  of  which  (he  might  affure 
*^  herfelf  whenever  flie  (hould  think  proper. 
<'  2.  What  reafons  had  the  Auftrians  and  £ng« 
if  lilh    clandcftinely  to  oppofe  the  gqarantee 
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<^  of  the  trwty  of  Breflau^  which  Mardefcld  tn^ 
**  deavoure4  to  obtain  at  Peterfburg,  if  it  wcrt 
^^  not;  that  fuch  a  guarantee  would  have  pre*^ 
«^  vented  thefe  powers  from  breaking  the  treaty. 
*^  To  this  I  am  anfwered,  that  the  politics  of 
^'  the  £ngli(h  are  iimp|p;  that  they  wtfli  to  de- 
**  prive  me  of  all  other  fupport,  to  the  end  that, 
^  having  no  guarantee  hut  that  which  they  (hall 
<*  grants  I  may  entirely  become  their  depen- 
^^  dent.    I  will  venture  then  to  b£l  the  mini- 
<'  fters,  if  we  admit  that  the  Englifli  fhould 
*^  have  either  of  thefe  intentions,  are  they  fa-» 
^  vourable  or  imfavourable?    3.  Why  is  not 
♦*  lord  Carteret  in  greater  hafte  to  terminate  tri- 
f '  fling  differences  that  exift,  relative  to  fome  liti« 
^^  gated  frontiers,  between  the  country  of  Mixuien 
**  and  that  <rf  Hanover,  to^a  toU  of  the  Hano- 
^^  verians  on  the  Elbe,  and  to  the  bailiwicks 
•*  which  are  mortgaged  to  us  in  Mecklenburgh  ? 
'<  It  is  that  he  has  little  wiAi  to  eftaiblifh  a  per« 
^  feft  harmony  between  the  two  courts.    Covmt 
•*  Podewils  fuppofes  that  the  houfe  of  Hano^ 
^  yer  has  an  equal  intereft  with  that  of  Bran- 
•*  denbourg    to    terminate    thefe    differences. 
**  Wherefore  then  jre  they  not  terminated  ?  But 
^  the  king  of  England  defires  to  invade  Meek*- 
^  lenburgh,  Paderborn,  Ofnabruck,  and    the 
V  biftiopric  of  Hildeibeim  j  and  he  perceives  that 
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^  fuch  views  of  aggrandizctnent  are  incompatible 
^<  with  any  ftrift  coaupxion  between  Pruffia  and 
^  England.  4.  Are  the  promiies  of  a  prince 
«^  who  £uU  in  his  engagements  to  be  depended 
<'  upon?  When  the  king  of  England  afiembled 
<*his  army  on  the  Rhine,  in  the  year  1743, 
**  he  promifcd  not  to  undertake  any  thing 
**  cither  againft  the  hereditary  ftates  of  the  em* 
*^  peror  or  his  dignity;  and,  at  prefent,  con- 
« jointly  with  the  queen  of  Hungary,  he  is  tak* 
♦*  iiig  meafures  to  oblige  him  to  abdicate.  5. 
«<  Do  you  recolledt  the  intrigues  of  the  marquis 
<^  of  Botta»  at  the  court  of  Peterfburg ;  and  did 
<^  they  not  tend  to  reftore  the  banilbed  &mily 
*'  to  the  crown?  Why  did  they  fo?  Becaufe  he 
^^  knew  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  was  in  our  in« 
^  tere(b>  and  expeded  that  prince  Anthony^ 
'^  being  indebted  to  the  court  of  Vienna  for  tbt 
^<  reftoration  of  his  family^  would  forever  be- 
<^  come  devoted  to  it»  and  would  participate 
*'  itsliatred  for  every  thing  that  is  Pruflian.  To  , 
*^  what  purpofe  did  he  make  ufe  of  my  name> 
^'  in  that  abominable  conrpiiiacy>  if  it  were  not 
^^  to  embroil  me  with  the  emprefe,  fhould  his 
^  plot  happen  to  be  discovered?  That>  fay  you, 
**  was  the  eflfeft  of  the  love  of  the  queen  of 
^^  Hungjary  for  her  relations.  Alas !  find  mc 
5*  $he  fovercign  who  pays  any  refpeft  to  ties  of 

''  blood* 
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**  blood.  6,  You  believe  the  guarantee  whicli 
**  the  king  of  England  has  granted  to  the  treaty 
**  of  Breflau  ought  not  to  be  contemned.  I 
««  anfwcr  that  all  guarantees  are,  like  works  in 
**  fiUagre,  rather  proper  to  pleafe  the  eye  than 
**  to  become  ufefiil.  7.  But  I  give  up  all  that 
♦«  I  have  hitherto  faid,  '  Can  you  poffibly  put 
«*  any  good  conftruftion  on  the  treaty  of  Worms, 
^«  and  on  that  of  Warfaw?  The  minifterial  Ian* 
^'  guage  of  the  Aiiftrians  is  that  Italy  alone  is 
**  the  objeft  of  this  treaty.  Read  the  two  articles 
•'  which  I  have  cited,  and  you  will  clearly  pcr- 
**  ceive  they  relate  to  Germany  in  general,  and 
**  that  thefe  articles  have  me  particularly  in  view. 
«*  8 .  The  alliance  with  Saiony  is  ftill  le6  inno* 
<'  cent ;  it  affords  a  paffage  and  aid  to  the  Au- 
^^ftrians  to  attack  me  in  my  own  provinces. 
*'  You  maintain  this  alliance  is  only  made  to 
•'  procure  reciprocal  prefents,  for  the  minifters 
*'  who  are  at  the  head  of  affairs,  in  thefe  two 
•'  courts.  This  I  own  was  an  anfwer  I  did  not 
**  expeft.  I  muft  cohfefs  you  have  very  tran- 
*'  fcendant  underftandings.  9.  Here  is  another 
^*  queftion.  Shall  we  wait  dll  the  queen  of 
•*  Hungary  is  free  from  all  cmbarraffment;  till 
^*  (he  has  made  peace  with  France,  and  ha* 
**  obliged  the  emperor  to  abdicate  ?  I  repeat, 
*.<  (hall  wc  wait  till  (he  can  employ  her  whole 

*«  forces^ 
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^*  forces^  thofc  of  Saxony,  and  the  money  of 

^^  England^  to  attack  us,  with  all  thefe  advan- 

•'  tages»  at  the  very  moment  when  we  (hall  be 

•*  deftitute  of  allies,  and  when  we  (hall  have 

^^  no  other  refources  than  thofe  of  our  own 

^*  troops  ?  You  aflert  that  the  queen  of  Hun- 

**  gary  cannot  terminate  the  war  in  a  (ingle 

^*  campaign ;  that  her  provinces  are  ruined ; 

*'her  revenues  ten  years  in  arrear;  and  that 

*^  (he  will  not  feel  how  much  (he  herfelf  is  ex- 

haufted,  till  after  the  peace.    I  anfwer  that 

every  body  is  not  of  the  opinion  that  her 

*'  finances  are  fo  much  exhaufted  as  you  fuppofe. 

^^  Vaft  provinces  furnifh  vaft  fupplies.    Let  it 

**  be  remembered  that,  at  the  conclufion  of 

**  the  war  of  fucceffion,  a  war  which  had  en- 

^*  gulphed  mints  of  money,  the  emparor  Charles 

•'  VI.    fingly  fuftained  one  campaign  againft 

*'  the  French,  without  foreign  fub(idies,  after 

*'  queen  Anne  had  concluded  a  feparate  peace 

"  at  Utrecht.     Muft  we  wait  tijl  Hannibal  is  at 

^^  our  gates,   before  we  ihall  declare  againft 

^*  him  ?  Remember  count  ZinzendorfT,  in  the 

**  ywr  1733,  betted  that  the  French  would  not 

**  p^s  the  Rhme,  at  the  time  that  they  had  adu- 

f'  ally  bombarded  and  taken  Kehl.  Security  adds 

^*  that,  when  the  late  king  acquired  the  ulterior 

**  Pomerania,  it  was  generally  imagined  S we- 

^^dcn 
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^  den  wouM  foon  or  late  revive  ks  claims  xm 
^  that  province,  and  yet  that  no  finch  claims 
^^  have  been  revived.    The  compcoifon  is  de« 
**  ccitfoi,  and  fuch   reafoning  dcftroys  idelf. 
^  How  can  any  parallel  be  drawn  between  a 
'*  ruined,   exhauftcd  and  difmcmbered  king- 
•*  dom,  like  that  of  Swedeh,  and  the  puiffiuit 
^  houfe  of  Auftria;    which,  far  fr(»n  having 
"fufFered   lofs,  aftually  meditates   conquctt? 
^  The  pertinacious  partizans  of  the  queen  of 
**  Hungary  affirm  that,  there  is  no  example 
"  of  the    houfe   of  Auftria*s    having    begun 
•^  a  war  for  the  recovery  of  loft  provinces. 
*^  Such   affirmations  muft  be  made  only  to 
*^  the  ignorant.    Did  not  that  houfe  endeavour 
'*  to  re-conquer  Switzeriand  ?  How  many  wars 
^  has  it  undertaken  to  render  Hungary  heredi- 
^  tary?   And  what  was  the  war  which  Fer- 
"  dinand  II.  made  totirivethe  eleftor  paktinc 
**  Frederic  V.  oiit  of  Bohemia,  of  whidi  he 
"  had  been  elefted  king  by  the  firiFragcs  of 
^*  the  people?  Was  not  that  a  bloody  war 
^'  which  the  houfe  of  Auftria  made  on  Bethkm 
<*  Gabor,  to  wreft  from   him    Tranfilvatua? 
**  In  fine,  what  is  it  at  prcfent  that  excites  thfc 
«  queen  o(  Hungary  to  prcfe  tbe  F;rcDch  witk 
*<  fo  much  ardour,  if  not  the  hope  of  re»con- 
^  quering  AUatia,  Lorraine,  and  of  dechromng 

''  the 
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"  the  emperor  ?    Would  they  rcafon  rationally 
**  at  Vienna,  ftiould  they  fay,  it  is  impoffible 
f  *  that  the  king  of  Pruffia  IhOuld  attack  us,  for 
**  none  of  his  anceftors  ever  made  war  upon 
'**  us  ?  Let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves.  Examples 
^^  drawn  from  the  paft,  even  were  they  true, 
'*  would  prove  nothing  concerning  the  future. 
•*  iTie  following  affertion  is  much  more  cer- 
**  tain :   Whatever  is  poffible  may  come  to 
«■*  pafs.     I  o.  To  ftrengihen  all  thefe  arguments 
*'  by  more  palpable  proofs,  I  need  but  recal  to 
^«  mind  what  was  faid  by  the  Auftrian  general, 
«*  M0I6,  when  he  paffed  through  Bertin,  to 
^  Mr,  von  Schmettau.     My  court  is  not  fo  ill 
^<  informed  as  to  attack  Silefia.     We  are  in 
"^  alliance  with  the  court  of  t)refden;  the  road 
•*  through  Lufatia  leads  more  immediately  to 
^*  Berlin  ;  it  will  be  moft  agreeable  to  us  there 
**  to  conclude  the  peace. .   You  fay  Mole  fpokc 
•^  at  a  venture;  but  hear  what  confirms  the 
fuppofition  that  the  court  of  Vienna  intend- 
ed to  make  this  peace  at  Berlin.  Prince  Louis 
•*  of  Brunfwick  had  heard  the  fame  plan  men- 
*^  tioned  by  the  queen  of  Hungary,  in  whofe 
•*  fervice  he  was.    This  he  told  in  confidence 
**  to  his  brother,  the  reigning  duke^  and  the 
^  latter  communicated  the  fadt  to  me.     An 
««  avowal  from  the  mouth  of  an  enemy  is  equal 

"  to 
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•'  to  demonftration.  My  condufion  is  that 
we  have  nothing  to  gain  by  waiting,  but 
every  thing  to  lofe ;  that  war  therefore  muft 
**  be  made,  and  that  it  will  be  better  if  fo  it 
^^  (hould  be,  to  perifli  with  honour  than  to  be 
*^  overwhelmed  with  lhame>  when  we  no 
*'  longer  have  the  means  of  defence." 

The  king  however  aded  not  precipitately* 
It  was  not  yet  time  to  declare  himfelf;  he 
waited  a  more  favourable  conjundhirc,  that  he 
might  gain  every  poffible  advantage.  At  this 
period  the  emperor,  believing  his  affairs  def- 
perate,  fent  the  count  of  Seckendorff^to  Berlin* 
to  obtain  the  fupport  of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
Seckendorff*  imagined  he  had  power  enough  to 
oblige  Saxony  to  change  fides.  He  affirmed 
the  French  would  aft  vigoroufly,  and  that  their 
intentions  were  fincere.  He  preffed  the  king 
very  much  to  declare  himfelf,  but  the  moment 
was  not  yet  propitious,  and  he  received  an  an^ 
fwer  to  the  following  purport. 

I.  **  Before  he  would  aft  in  concert  with  the 
^*  emperor  and  France,  his  majefly  previoully 
*«  required  that  the  alliance  between  himfelf, 
««  Ruflia,  and  Sweden  fhould  be  concluded. 
**  U.  That  Sweden  (hould  promtife  to  make  a 
^*  diverfion  in  the  province  of  Bremen,  at  the 
^*  fame  time  that  a  French  army  (hould  attack 

**  Hanover. 
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**  Hanover.  III.  France  (hould  engage  to  aft 
•^  offenfively  on  the  Rhine^  and  to  purfue  the 
*'  Auftrians  with  vigour,  when  the  diverfion 
*'  which  the  king  propcrfed  to  make  (hould  draw 
•*  them  into  Bohemia.  IV.  Bohemia  (hould 
•*  be  di(membered  from  the  (lates  of  the  queen 
*^  of  Htmgaty,  and  the  king  (hould  be  put 
**  into  pofleffion  of  th6  three  circles  that  lie 
'*  the  neareft  to  Silc(ia»  V.  The  allied  powers 
^^  (hould  make  no  feparate  peace^  but  (houkl 
**  continue  firmly  united^  to  aft  for  the  pur- 
•*-  pofe  of  lowering  the  new  houfe  of  Au(bia.*' 
The  article  relative  to  conqueft  was  only 
added'  to  the  plan  at  a  venture,  and  in  cafe 
fortune  (hould  favour  the  enterprize.  It  was 
prudent  previoufly  to  agree  on  a  partidpatidni 
which  otherwife  might,  in  the  end>  have  caufed 
difagreement  among  the  allies. 

Tbefe  meafures  however  were  taken  with 
great  circumfpeftion.  The  king  knew  tbr 
effeminacy  of  the  French  in  their  warlike  opera« 
tions,  and  the  litde  attachment  they  had  (hewci 
for  the  intereft  of  their  allies;  neceffity  only 
could  efieft  this  new  connexion.  Prepaxations 
muft  be  made  againft  thofe  contrarieties  which 
might  be  fufiered  on  the  part  of  England, 
governed  by  a  vindiftive  king  and  an  intern* 
perate  minifter.    Thje  parliament  had  granted 

vpL.  I.  FART  lu  F  the 
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the  monarch  aU  the  fums  he  hftd  requefted^ 
Supported  by  fo  much  wealthy  he  might  rtife 
land  armies,  and  carry  war  to  the  ends  of  the 
world.     Thefe  premifing  propofitions  of  alU- 
ance  were  not,  however,  received  at  Verfailles 
fo   favourably  as  might  have  been  expcftcd. 
Negotiations    were    neverthelefs    carried    on^  • 
that  this  pohtical  crifis  might  be  brought  to  a 
happy  conclufion.      Two   pedants,    the  one 
French  the  other  German,  thought  proper  to 
form  a  projed  of  aflbciation,  for  the  circles  of 
the  empire.    The  firft  wai  the  fieur  de  Cha- 
vigni,  and  the  fecond  the  iieur  von  Bunau. 
Their  proceedings  were  enaunbered  with  all 
formalities  and  reftridions,  according  to  the 
laws  o(  the  empire,  and  the  golden  bull ;  and 
their  dull  and  heavy  labours  were  no  (boner 
read  than  forgotten.    Inftead  of  troubling  itfelf ' 
concerning  this  aflbciation,  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles, by  means  of  fubiidies,  took  the  troops 
of  Heffc  into  the  fervice  of  the  emperor.     This 
deranged  the  meafures  of  the  king  of  England, 
who  had  depended  upon  adding  them  to  his* 
army.     An  attempt  was  made  to  difluade  thd 
duke  of  Gotha  from  granting  his  troops  to  the 
maritime  poweris^;  but  this  was  unfuccefsful,  for 
the  duke  had  already  received  fubfidies.  There 
was  a  new  miniftry  at  Verfailles,  that  had  little 
.  3  confidcred 
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confidered  the  iimation  of  afTairs,  and  -  rhac 
therefore  attribute  the  feparate  peace  which 
the  king  bad  coQcluded  with  the  queen  of  Hun- 


68  FOSTHUS&OVS  woXxs* 

brier*  They  might  together  do  the  Hate  great 
iervice.  Accordingly  cotint  Roctembourg  de- 
parted  for  VerfaiUes.  He  firft  infinuated  die 
purport  of  his  emhafly  to  the  duke  de  Richheu^ 
and  afterward  to  the  dutchefs  de  Chateauroux. 
By  them  he  was  fent  to  Mr.  Ameldt^  minifter 
for  foreign  afiairsj  who  was  not  held  to  be  any 
partifan  of  Pruffia.  But  cardinal  Tencin^  mar- 
ihal  Belleifle^  d'Argenfon  the  minifter  for  the 
war  department^  Richlieu^  and  the  king's  mif- 
trefs^  declared  themfelves  in  favour  of  count 
Rottembourg.  Thofe  anicles  which  had  been 
propofed  to  marlhal  Seckendorff  ferved  as  a 
bafis  for  the  negotiadon  which  was  begun  with 
France.  It  was  principally  infifted  upon  thac 
the  French  army,  of  AUatia^  (hould  purfue  the 
Auflrians  and  recover  Bavaria;  and  that  an^ 
other  French  army  (hould^  at  the  fame  ume^ 
invade  Weftphalia.  The  king,  on  his  part, 
referved  entering  into  aftion  till  after  the  alli- 
ance between  Sweden^  Ruflia  and  Pruffiafliould 
be  concluded.  This  laft  article  left  him  the 
liberty  of  being  adlive  or  inaftive,  according 
as  crrcumftanccs  fliould  appear  to  him  favour- 
able or  unfavourable.  He  flattered  himfelf  the 
momem  of  rupture  might  ftill  be  removed;, 
but  the  turn  which  affairs  in  general  took^  and 
the  fuccefs  of  the  Auftrian  armies  in  Alfiitia^ 

fooa 
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foon  obliged  him  to  declare  againft  the  queen 
of  Hungary.  The  Pruffian  alliance  was  at  that 
time  the  mod  advantageous  event  which  could 
happen  to  France.  Her  proper  intereft  de* 
manded  moft  fbrciblr  that  (he  (faould  rouze 
herfelf^  and  facilitate  thefe  arrangements.  But 
who  may  depend  on  the  fyftem  of  a  court 
governed  by^  and  unilable  from^  fadionj  or  on 
the  vigour  and  aftivity  of  troops  that  are  cc^* 
manded  by  timid  and  impotent  generals  ?  To- 
ward the  fummcr  ♦  of  the  fame  year,  coxmt 
Teffin  came  to  Berlin^  in  quality  of  ambafla- 
dor  from  Sweden^  and  demanded  the  princefs 
of  Pruffia^  Ulrica^  in  marriage  for  the  prince  of 
Holftein^  who  had  been  ele£ted  fucceflbr  to  the 
throne  of  Sweden.  He  was  attended  by  the 
flower  of  the  nobility.  He  had  all  the  qualitiet 
neceflary  for  Ihew,  thofe  of  dignity,  and  even 
thofe  of  eloquence.  But  his  mind  was  frivo* 
lous  and  fuperficiaL  The  nuptials  were  cele* 
brated  at  Berlin  with  magnificence'!'.  Prince 
William,  brother  of  the  king,  efpoufed  the 
princefs  by  proxy.  Thefe  feftivals  were  more 
magnificent  than  the  preceding  had  been. 
A  juft  medium,  between  frugality  and  profufion^ 
bed  becomes  the  ftate  of  princcj.    But,  while 

*  In  tbe  moatli  ef  liby. 
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tbefe  balls  and  Fejoicings  were  held  at  court, 
adive  preparations  were  making  for  that  cam- 
paign which  was  foon  to  open. 


will  — ^^i— ^— IM^— PM^M^—^i^^"»*»*—i  m        ■  ■  . 

C  H  A  p.    X. 

The  Campaigns  ^cf  Italy y  Flanders^  and  the  Rhine  i 
and  finally  the  Campaign  qf  the  King. 

THE  campaign  of  Italy  opened,  in  the 
month  of  April,    by  the  paflage  of  the 
Tanaro,  apd  the  taking  of  Nice  and  Villa» 

Franca.  The  French  and  Spanifti  generals 
could  not  agree  concerning  their  future  opera- 
tions. The  prince  of  Conti  alleged  that  the 
paffes,  which  lead  from  Nice  into  Piedmont, 
were  impradicable,  and  that  to  penetrate  into 
that  country  other  routs  muft  be  fought.  For 
this  purpofi^  he  marched  through  the  defile 
of  Tenda,  attacked  the  Savoyard  forces  at 
Montalbon,  forced  their  barricadoes  and  nature 
itfelf,  took  fort  Dauphinc  by  aflault,  and  thus 
cut  his  way  into  Piedmont.  It  muft  be  allowed 
that  this  beginning  of  the  campaign  was  one  of 
tHe  pioft  brilliant  that  h^d  been  feen  during  the 
war.  The  prince  of  Conti  advanced  and  be- 
fieged  Coni.    The  king  erf.  Sardinia  marched 

tp  n;c9(  him,  that  he  might  raife  thi  4ege« "  He 
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was  beaten  by  the  prince,  but  the  fwdl  of  the 
waters,  the  vigorous  refiftance  of  the  befieged, 
and  the  warn  of  fubliftence,  obliged  the  prince 
to  raife  the  fiege  and  retire  into  Savoy,  after 
having  blown  up  the  fortifications  of  Demont. 
This  campaign  was  more  honourable  to  his 
abilities  than  ufeful  to  France.  Pnnce  Lpb- 
kowitz,  who  was  then  on  the  fill  march  to 
att^k  the  king  of  Naples,  hearing  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  prince  of  Conti,  was  difcouraged : 
Jie  defpaired  of  fuccefs,  retired  to  Monte- 
Rqtondo,  and  from  thence  to  Florence,  with 
don  Carlos  and  count  Gages  continually  at  his 
heel$.  We  (hall  fupprefs  the  trifling  advan- 
tages which  the  French  and  Spaniards  gained 
over  the  Auftrians,  that  we  may  come  to  ijaval 
expeditions. 

Early  in  the  fpring^  the  French  and  Spanilh 
fleets  left  the  road  of  Toulon,  and  attacked 
the  Englifh  fleet,  commanded  by  admiral 
Matthews,  in  the  Mediterranean.  The  French 
and  Spaniards  retired  after  the  battle  to  Car- 
thagena,  and  the  Englilh  to  Port  Mahon. 
Beyond  doubt  the  aftion  was  undecifive,  iince 
both  the  fleets  retreated.  It  was  neverthelefs 
honourable  to  the  Spanifh  admiral  Navaro,  and 
to  the  French  commander.  The  court  of 
France  fent  admiral  Court  into  exile«  and  pu- 

F  4  nifhed 
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tu&iti  various  officers  who  bad  ferved  on  boeud 
the  fleetj  by  which  Ihe  teitified  her  cUfcontent. 
The  Englifh^  on  their  part^  traduced  adtxmal 
Matthews  before  the  council  of  war :  the  vice* 
admiral  was  imprironed»  and  both  parties  were 
equally  di0atisiied  with  a  drawn  batde,  the 
difgrace  of  which  fell  on  the  French  and 
Englilh^  and  the  reputation  gained  on  the 
Spaniards. 

Thefe  naval  adions  were  but  the  prelude  to 
the  great  ftrokes  which  were  meditated  by  the 

court  of  Verfailles,  during  this  campaign.  The 
principal  objeft  was  to  oblige  the  Englifh  to 
recal  home  the  troops  they  had  in  Flanders. 
For  this  purpofe,  even  before  the  opening  of 
the  campaign,  count  Saxe  marched  ten  thou- 
fand  men  to  Dunkirk,  whither  the  pretender 
prince  Edward  aJfo  repaired.  Preparations  for 
embarkment  were  made.  England^  alarmed^ 
called  for  foreign  fupport.  Six  thoufand  Dutch 
and  fix  thoufand  Englilh,  of  the  troops  of  lord 
Stair,  were  tranfported  into  that  kingdom.  The 
Dutch,  not  having  (hips  of  war,  armed  mer« 
chant  veffels,  and  fent  them  to  their  allies  to 
fulfil  their  engageme^its.  The  king  of  Great 
Britain,  ftruck  with  a  panic,  clauned  the  Pruf- 
fian  contingency.  The  king  of  Pruflia  replied 
he  ^ould  iumreU*  head  thirty  thoufand  men^  and 

pafs 
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pafs  into  EngUnd,  if  her  king  ^9rtis  attacked* 
George  thought  this  fuccour  too  poweriul^  and 
defifled  fix)m  his  claims.  The  intention  of  the 
council  of  Verfaillesy  concerning  that  enterprife, 
was  a  political  problecn  for  Europe  to  folve* 
Did  the  French  mean  to  place  prince  Edward 
on  the  Englifti  throne;  or  was  it  a  lure  to  en« 
feeble  the  allied  army  in  Flanders?  Thefe  fim- 
pie  preparations  for  a  defcent  produced  every 
advantage  of  a  real  diverfion^  in  favour  of 
France^  at  the  commencement  of  the  campaign* 
As  far  as  the  reftoration  of  prince  Edward  in 
England  was  projeftcd,  the  plan  owed  its  origin 
to  cardinal  Tencin.  He  had  received  his  hat 
from  the  nomination  of  the  pretender^  4Uid^  to 
teftify  his  gratitude,  he  ^tempted^  as  ht  as  he 
had  the  power,  to  procure  the  crown  of  England 
for  this  pretender's  fon.  The  expedition  failed^ 
becaufe  the  winds  were  contrary ;  the  common- 
place excufe  of  failors.  It  is  very  certain  that 
the  admiral  of  the  fleet,  whc^e  name  was  Ro« 
quefeuille,  durft  not  attempt  the  pafll^  of  the 
Straits,  in  prefence  of  a  fuperior  fleet. 

The  armies  of  France  had  never  (een  a  king 
at  their  head,  <iince  Louis  XIV.  had  cea(cd  to 
appear  as  their  commander.  They  had  been 
difcouraged  by  fome  unfortunate  campaigns. 
It  was  believed  that  the  prefence  of  their  matter 
6  was 
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was  the  only  fpur  capable  of  awakenings  in  the 
troops^  the  initinft  of  honour  and  £une.  A 
woman,  for  the  love  of  her  country,  undertook 
•  to  roufc  Louis  XV.  fronj  the  indolent  life  he 
then  led,  and  fend  him  to  command  his  forces. 
She  facrificed  to  France  the  interefts  of  her  heart 
and  her  fortune.  This  woman  was  the  dutchefs 
de  Chateauroux.  She  fpoke  with  fo  much 
energy,  exhorted  and  preffcd  him  fo  power- 
'  fully,  that  the  king  refolved  on  a  journey  to 
Flanders.  An  aftion  fo  generous,  and  even  he- 
roic, merits  the  more  to  be  inferted  in  the  an- 
nals of  hiftory,  becaufc  fuch  royal  miftrefles  as 
had  been  her  predeceflbrs  employed  their  power 
only  to  the  dcftrudion  of  the  kingdom. 

Louis  XV.  opened  the  campaign  in  Flan- 
ders by  the  fiege  of  Menin.  Little  inftrufted 
in  his  profeffion,  the  governor  furrendered  after 
an  infignificant  refiftance.  The  French  imme- 
diately undertook  the  fiege  of  Ypres,  which 
though  better  defended  fuftained  the  fame  fate. 
The  fuperiority  of  the  French  armies  confifts  in 
laying  fiege.  The  French  are  the  beft  engi- 
neers in  Europe,  and  the  nunierous  trains  of 
artillery  they  employ  afcertain  the  fuccefs  of 
their  attacks.  Brabant  and  Flanders  form  the 
theatre  of  their  exploits;  becaufc  there  they 
may  difplay  all  the  art  of  their  engineers.  Nu- 
merous 
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merous  canals  and  fbreams  facilitate  the  tranf- 
portation  of  warlike  aoununition,  and  they  have 
ikeir  frontiers  in  their  rear.  They  (ucceed 
much  better  in  a  war  of  fieges  than  in  the  open 
field. 

Let  us  return  to  the  allies,  whom  for  a  mo- 
ment we  have  left.  The  troops  (hat  had  been 
conunanded  by  the  king  of  England,  the  pre* 
ceding  year,  wintered,  as  we  have  faid,  in  Bra* 
bant  and  Weftphalia.  Thofe  of  prince  Charles 
of  Lx>rraine  had  taken  up  their  quarters  in  Brif- 
gau  and  Bavaria.  Marflial  de  Coigni  com* 
manded  in  AUatia.  The  poor  remains  of  the 
Imperial  troops  were  diftributed  among  the  em« 
peror's  friends.  The  moft  part  of  them  how- 
ever were  in  the  environs  of  Oettingen.  This 
winter  the  court  of  Vienna  loft  marfhal  Kbeven* 
huUer.  The  queen  of  Hungary  (hed  fome  tears 
in  lionour  of  his  menx>ry.  He  was  replaced  by 
marlbal  Traun,  who  received  the  command  of 
the  gnmd  army,  which  bore  the  name  of  the 
prince  of  Lorraine^  but  of  which  in  effcGt  Traun 
was  th^  chief. 

As  this  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  is  to  aft  a 
great  par(  in  the  prefent  hiftory,  we  imagine  a 
word  concerning  his  charafter  may  not  be  with- 
out its  utility.  He  was  brave ;  beloved  by  the 
foldiers;  underftood  w^Vl  the  providing  of  a»* 

gazincsj 
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gazines ;  was  perhaps  too  eafy  in  receivittg  im^ 
preffions  from  bis  favourites;  and,  indulging  in 
the  charms  of  fociety,  was  faid  to  drink  fome^ 
times  to  excds.  He  had  efpoufed  the  arck*^ 
dutchefs  Marianne,  younger  fifter  of  the  queea 
of  Hungry,  at  Vienna;  and  had  taken  his 
hndt  into  Brabant,  of  which  iie  had  been  ap« 
pointed  governor.  He  afterward  returned  to 
Vienna,  there  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  cotirt 
for  the  approaching  campaign*  ' 

The  defign  of  the  Auftriaos  was  to  recover 
Lx>rraine,  and  to  oblige  the  emperor  to  abdi* 
cate  the  Imperial  throne,  that  he  might  by 
this  iacrifice  regain  his  hereditary  eftates.  Their 
army  afiembled  at  Hailbronn,  £rom  thence  it 
advanced  toward  Philiplbourg,  where  Secken- 
dorflf  had  taken  refuge  with  the  reouins  of  the 
Bavarian  troops.  At  the  news  of  the  approach 
^f  prince  Charles,  maribal  <le-Coignf  reinferced 
the  Imperialifts,  with  all  the  Germmi  regiments 
that  ferved  in  his  army.  Every  preparative  of 
the  prince  of  Liorraine  atxnoyaced  his  intention 
of  pafHng  the  Rhine,  which  pafTage  had  been 
facilitated  by  the  treaty  which  the  king  of  Eng- 
land had  lately  concluded  with  the  eleftor  of 
Mayence.  The  partiality  of  this  prince  for  Ac 
court  of  Vienna  was  too  obvious  to  efcape  no- 
tice^ and  the  fub^di^  he  received  from  England 

left 
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left  tiO  doiibt  that,  notwithilanding  his  nep* 
traHty,  hfc  would  grant  thd  troops  of  the  queen 
of  Hungary  a  paiflage  through  Mayence,  fliould 
h  be  required. 

The  Auftrians,  who,  in  imagination,  antici- 
pated their  good  fortune,    could  not  forbear 
letting  occafional  traits  efcape  of  haughrinefs  and 
arrogance.    They  built  a  bridge  at  Manheim, 
and  aAed  defpoticafly  in  the  Palatinate.     The 
cleftor,  with  good  reafon,  tookoffence«    This 
gave  occafion  to  difputes,  and  ended  in  a  mef* 
fiige  from  prince  Charles  to  the  deAor,  fignify- 
ing  that,  if  he  did  not  immediately  grant  the 
bridge  of  Manheim,   it  would  be  carried  by 
force,    lii  the  mean  time  mailhal  deCoigrti, 
whofe  intention  was  to  defend  the  (hores  of  the 
Rhine,  from  Mayencte  as  far  as  fort  Louis,  had 
pofted  himfelf  with  his  principal  forces  on  the 
banks  of  the  Qpeich,  whence  he  advanced  toward 
Spire,  and  Tent  detachments  as  far  as  Wornis, 
and  even  to  Oppenheim.  He  made  this  n\otion 
in  confequence  of  having  learnt  that  baron  Bap- 
renklau,  with  a  detachment  from  the  army  of 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  had  marched  to  Ger- 
merflieim^  toward  Fribourg.    Bserenklau  threw 
a  bridge  over  an  arm  of  the  Rhine  near  Stock- 
ftadt,  that  he  might  millead  the  French,  and 
dnw  them  to  that  quarter.    Prince  Charles  at 

'  the 
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the  fame  time  made  a  motion  with  his  armf »  ts 
if  it  were  his  intehtion  to  pafs  the  Neckcr  with 
his  right,  and  join  Bjercnldaiu  The  too  cre- 
dulous de  Coigni  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  de* 
ceived  by  thefe  falfe  appearances,  and  was  guilty 
of  two  fucceffive  errors;  the  one  in  making 
Seckendorff  pafs  the  Rhine,  whom  he  charged 
to  defend  that  part  of  the  river  which  runs  be- 
tween  Spire  and  Lauterbourg;  the  other  iq 
wheeling  with  his  army  to  Worms  and  Frank-? 
enthaU  It  was  eafy  to  imagine  that  prince 
Charles  had  determined  to  penetrate  into  A1&- 
tia,  and  to  employ  every  ftratagem  of  war  to 
fend  the  marflial*  as  far  from  that,  country  a9 
poifible.  He  oug^t  likewife  to  have  known 
that  the  bridge  of  Mayence  was  in  the  power  of 
this  prince,  in  the  way  of  which  the  Frencji 
army  could. throw  no  impediment.  It  appears 
that  his  plan  of  defence  was  defe<9ivc  in  every 
refpeft.  His  anny  was  divided  into  corps,  that 
did  not  even  occupy  the  true  pofts  where  they 
might  have  difputed  the  paflage  of  the  Rhine 
with  the  enemy.  The  well  informed  have  been 
of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  have  coUcded  the 
troops  into  one  body,  as  well  Imperial  as 
French ;  to  have  encamped  between  the  Queich 
and  the  Speyerbach;  to  have  lined  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine  with  fmall  detachments,  from  fort 

Louis 
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Louis  as  &r  as  Philiplbout^i  to  have  made  his 
cavalry  fcour  thefe  banks^  that  he  might  have 
been  informed  in  time  of  the  part  wber^  the 
enemy  (hould  make  preparations  to  pafs;  to  have 
kept  his  troops  ready  to  march  at  a  nK>men£*a 
warning;    and  without  hefitation  to  have  at- 
tacked fhe  firft  Auftrian  corps  which  (hould 
have  paffed  the  Rhine  with  his  whole  force. 
Should  prince  Charles  have  made  this  paiTage 
at  Mayence,  it  remained  for  marflial  de  CoL- 
gni  to  have  chofen  the  pofts  of  the  Qgcich  or 
the  Speyerbach,  which  the  prince  would  not 
have  dared  to  attack.     Thus  might  he,  by  this 
poiition^  have  equally  covered  Lower  Alfatia 
and  Lorraine.    The  marflial,  whofe  army  was 
not  fo  ftrong  as  that  of  the  enemy,  and  who 
was  too  much  reftrided  in  his  orders,  took 
very  different  meafures. 

No  fooner  were  prince  Charles  and  Traun 
informed  of  the  falfc  fteps  of  the  French  tliaa 
they  detached  Nadafty,  on  their  left,  with  all 
the  boats  that  they  had  fecretly  coUefted,  to 
throw  bridges  over  the  Rhine,  at  a  village 
called  Schreck.  Nadafty  immediately  caufed 
two  thou£md  t'andours  to  pafs  the  Rhine,  in 
boats,  under  the  command  of  the  partifan 
Trenck.  They  furprifed  and  defeated  a  de- 
tachment of  three  Imperial  regiments ;  who,  by 
an  unpardonable  negUgence,  had  taken  no  pre- 
cautions 
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cautioM  whatever*  Nadafty  himfetf  alrcadjr 
had  pafled  the  Rhine,*  at  the  head  of  nine 
thoufand  huflars ;  while  the  troops  behind  him 
were  very  tranquilly  finifhing  the  conftrudion 
of  the  bridges. 

When  this  paflage  was  known,  Seckendorff 
with  twenty  thoufand  men  joined  a  body  of 
French,  under  the  command  of  young  de 
Cotgni.  They  flew  to  fuccour  the  three  Im- 
penal  regiments,  above  mentioned,  before 
prince  Waldeck  had  ftruck  his  Camp  at  Re- 
tingheim  to  join  Nadafty.  All  the  officers  of 
this  army  conjured  Seckendorff  to  attack  Na« 
daily,  whom  he  might  eafily  have  drivAi  back 
into  the  Rhine,  by  which  flxoke  he  would  have 
deftroyed  the  plans  of  prince  Charles  of  Lor- 
raine. Seckendorff  was  obflinate  in  refufal^  and 
fatisfied  himfelf  with  a  flight  fkirmifh  with  die 
Hungarians;  after  which,  learning  that  mar« 
fhal  de  Coigni  had  retired  to  Landau,  he 
.marched,  in  all  hofte  to  join  him,  through 
Germerlheim. 

On  the  fecond  of  July,  prince  Charles  fav 
himfelf  matter  of  the  Rhine  from  Schreck  to 
Maycnce.  Nadafty  and  the  prince  of  Waldeck 
were  already  on  the  oppofite  (hore.  Bsereriklau 
too   had   paffed    the   river,    near   Mayence* 

•  July  ift. 

Prince 
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t^rince  Charles  emplc^ed  three  days  in  crofting 
the  bridges  with  the  grand  army.^  Scarcdy  had 
he  fct  foot  oh  the  oppofite  (hore  before  he  fent 
A  detachment  to  take  Lauterbourg,  and  feize 
^  its  lines.  Nadafty  puftied  forward  to  Weif- 
fenbourg,  which  he  likewife  took^  and  pofted 
himfelf  in  its  lines.  The  Auftrians  captured 
fixteen  hundred  men  in  this  expedition.  De 
Coigni  now  perceived  how  "important  it  was 
that  he  fliould  gain  the  Lower  AlTatia  before 
prince  Charles,  whom  he  anticipated  by  re-tak- 
ing Weiflenbourg  by  efcaladc,  and  forcing  the 
intrenchments,  where  he  met  with  a  Vigorous 
refiftance.  Nadafty,  diflodged  from  this  poft, 
retreated  toward  the  grand  army,  which  en*» 
camped  near  Lauterbourg,  and  which  durft  not 
fuccour  Weiffenboui^,  bccaufe  that  it  had  not 
yet  been  joined  by  the  detachments  of  B£ren<» 
klau  and  Leopold  Daun.  De  Coigni  profited 
by  thefe  dekys  aftd  a  fwcll  of  the  Rhine,  which 
impeded  the  junction  of  the  enemy^s  forces:  he 
paffed  the  Motter>  near  Haguenau,  and  en* 
camped  at  BifchWcilcr. 

The  diftdnte  of  tiiarftial  de  Coigni  infpired 

prince  Charles  with  the  proje^  of  blockading 

fort  Louis,  which  was  faid  to  be  ill  provided. 

Nadafty  and  Barenklau,  in  confequence^  took 
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poll  at  Woerd,*  at  Bcinhdma,  and  on  the  iflahd^ 
which  furround  fort  Louis.  The  fwell  of  the 
Rhine  faved  the  place.  The  garrifon  recovered 
a  conimunication  with  Straibourg,  and  was 
reinforced  and  vidualled.  This  plan  havii^ 
failed,  prince  Charles  fcnt  his  light  troopa 
toward  the  wings  of  the  French  army,  and  into 
the  wood  of  Haguenau,  which  prevented  the 
latter  from  fending  parties  beyond  the  Motter. 
Embarraffed  by  his  fituatioa,  marlhal  de  Coigni 
fent  information  of  it  to  his  court,  Louis  XV. 
to  fave  Alfatia  refolved  himfelf  to  lead  forty 
thoufand  of  his  beft  troops  from  his  army  irt 
Flanders  to  the  fuccour  of  dc  Coigni,  who  was 
ordered  to  temporize  and  take  particular  care 
of  his  forces.  This  made  the  marfhal  deter* 
mine  to  change  his  measures  and  to  avoid  an 
engagement. 

Nadally,  reinforced  by  regular  tt^ops,  began 
to  extend  his  corps  toward  the  heights  of 
Reichftiofen  and  Wafenbourg,  as  if  he  meant 
to  turn  the  French  camp  by  Lichtenberg, 
and  Buchfweiler;  on  which  de  Coigni  retired 
by  Brumat  to  Strafbourg -f*.  He  took  poft  on^ 
the  canal  of  Molfheim,  which  he  prefently 
abandoned  to  gain  the  defiles  of  Pfalzbourg 
and  St.  Marie  uux  Mines.     Thefe  movements 

*  July  lath. 
f  July  31ft. 

were 


THE   HISTORY    OF   MY   OWN   TIMES.      83 

wdre  to  prevent  prince  Charles,  who  Was  at 
Brumat  and  who  was  throwing  bridges  over 
the  Motter,  from  occupying  the  pafles  of  the 
niountaihs,  through  which  the  army  of  the  king, 
coming  to  join  him,  was  to  pafs.  On  the 
fourth  of  Auguft,  the  king  of  France  arrived 
at  Metz,  where  he  waited  for  the  troops  from 
Flanders ;  that,  at  their  head,  he  might .  fall 
on  the  army  of  prince  Charles,  and  if  poffible 
effeft  its  deftruftion. 

Marihal  Schmettau  had  been  fent  by  the  king 
of  Pruffia  to  Louis  XV.  as  well  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  motions  of  the  French  army  as  to 
prefs  the  king  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  by 
purfuing  the  troops  of  the  queen  of  Hungary 
into  Bavaria,  when  they  (hould  repafs  thiC 
Rhine.  Schmettau  informed  the  moft  chriftian 
king  that  the  king  of  Pfuflia  would  take  the 
field  on  the  17  th  of  Auguft,  and  that  he  would 
employ  a  hundred  thoiifand  men  in  the  diver- 
fion  which  he  was  going  to  make,  in  favour  of 
Alfatia.  The  marihal  made  every  effort  to 
impart  aftivity  and  vigour  to  the  French 
armies,  and  perhaps  would  have  been  fucceff- 
ful,  had  not  Louis  XV*  fallen  ill  at  Metz. 

His  licknefs  began  by  head-aches,  which  his 
phyficians  and  furgeons  beUeved  were  occa- 
iioned  by  an  abfccfs  in  the  brain,  and  declared 

G  z  the 
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the  difeafe  incurable.  Immediately  was  the 
king  furrounded  by  confeflbrs,  priefts,  and  all 
the  paraphernalia  which  the  Roman  church 
employs,  to  expedite  the  dying  into  the  other 
world.  The  bilhop  of  Soiffons,  a  filly  £uiatic> 
would  not  fell  his  oils  and  his  facraments  to 
his  royal  mafter,  but  on  condition  that  he 
would  part  with  the  dutchefs  of  Chateauroux. 
This  lady  was  obliged  to  leave  Metz,  after 
receiving  a  moft  rigorous  order  never  more 
to  appear  in  the  king's  prefencc. 

But  neither  could  extreme  unftion  nor  all  the 
facraments  fave  the  life  of  the  king-  A  com- 
mon furgeon  offered  his  fervices,  and  affirmed 
he  would  effeft  a  cure,  provided  he  had  liberty 
to  aft  as  he  pleafed.  He  met  with  no  compe- 
titor; and,  by  the  aid  of  a  ftrong  emetic,  he 
removed  the  malady  which  had  only  been  occa- 
fioned  by  indigeftion.  The  court  phyficians 
loft  their  reputation,  but  general  affairs  did  not 
fuflfer  the  lefs. 

During  the  king's  illnefs,  the  duke  de  Har- 
court  arrived  at  Pfalzbourg.  Nadafty  already 
had  taken  Saverne,  and  endeavoured  to  pene- 
trate  through  the  defiles  which  the  duke  occu- 
pied,  but  in  vain.  Though  frequently  attacked, 
the  duke  kept  his  poft  till  the  i6th,  when 
the  fuccour  from  Flanders  drew '  near  to  join 

the 


THE   HISTORY    OF   MY   OWN   TIMES.      85 

the  army.  Prince  Charles  had  received  orders 
to  retreat,  which  he  was  taking  meafures  to 
execute.    To  profit  by  this  depended  only  on 
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the  village  of  Achenheim,  which  was  defended 
by  Auftrian  grenadiers  and  Hungarian  troops. 
The  French  carried  the  village,  and  trifled  their 
time  in  fuperfluous  formalities;  by  which 
prince  Charles  profited  to  repafs  the  Rhine, 
at  Beinheim,  over  his  bridges,  which  he  de- 
ftroyed  by  break  of  day. 

The  French  highly  vaunted  of  this  affair; 
but  it  was  mere  rhodomontade.  The  lofs  on 
cither  fide  did  not  amount  to  fix  hundred 
men;  and  prince  Charles  peaceably  continued 
his  march,  through  Suabia  and  the  Upper 
Palatinate,  toward  Bohemia. 

Schmettku,  who  remained  with  the  king  of 
France,  was  in  abfolute  defpair  at  the  effemi- 
nacy of  the  French.  He  prefented  memorials 
to  the  king;  he  preffed  the  miniftry;  he  wrote 
fo  the  marihals}  but  he  might  fooner  have 
moved  mountains  than  have  awakened  thijf 
jiation  from  its  lethargy. 

The  decifive  moment  in  which  the  French 
might  have  ruined  the  army  of  the  queen  being 
pad,.  Schmettau^  endeavoured  to  diffuade  the 
piarftals  from  the  defign  they  had  taken  of  lay- 
ing ficge  to  Fribourg;  but  fl:ill  it  was  in  vain. 
All  he  could  obtain  was  an  engagement  to  fend 
ibme  reinforcements,  of  German  troops,  to  the 
Imperial  forces,  to  aid  marfhal  Seckcndorff  to 

drive 
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drive  the  Auftrians  out  of  Bavaria.  The  court 
promifed  that,  in  the  fpring  of  1 745,  the  num- 
ber of  thefe  troops  (hould  be  augmented  to  fixty 
thoufand.  Thus,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  alliance  between  Pruffia  and  France,  the 
latter  failed  to  fulfil  the  two  principal  articles 
of  their  treaty.  They  fuffered  prince  Charles 
to  efcape,  iinpurfiied;  and  the  army  they  had 
engaged  to  fend  into  Weftphalia  never  made 
its  appearance. 

ScckendorfF  however  marched  heavily  on, 
counting  his  fteps,  to  approach  the  Lech ;  and 
Louis  XV.  at  the  head  of  feventy  thoufand 
French,  laid  ficge  to  Fribourg;  which  he  took 
at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  rafed  the  forti- 
fications. 

The  advantages  of  prince  Charles,  in  Alfatia, 
induced  the  king  of  Pruffia  to  declare  himfelf 
fooner  than  he'  had  intended.  It  was  to  be 
feared  that  the  afccndancy  of  the  Auftrian  forces 
would  oblige  the  French  to  confent  to  fuch 
conditions  as  the  i^rrogance  of  their  enemies 
would  have  prefcribed ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  there 
could  have  been  no  doubt  but  that  the  queea 
wou|d  have  employed  all  her  power  for  the 
jrecoyery  of  Silefia.  The  political  arrange*^ 
pients,  however,  which  the  court  of  Berlin  had 
projedled,  were  very  far  at  this  time  from  bet- 
ing realized.     Count  Beftuchef,  who  imagined 

G  4  himfelf 
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himfelf  firm  in  power,  after  he  had  driveh  the 
marquis  de  la  Chetardie  out  of  Ruffia,  engaged 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth  to  underuke  a  voyage 
to  Mofcow,  there  to  be  crowned ;  and  after- 
ward to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Kiowie,  in 
honour  of  I  know  not  what  faint. 

The  emprefs  had  her  favourites,  and  Beftu- 
chef  defired  that  thefe  fliould  have  their  rivals. 
A  new  amour  rendered  the  emprefs  invifible 
at  court.  This  was  the  triumph  of  the  minifter. 
Orders  were  prefently  given  that  whoever 
had  any  negotiation  with  Ruffia,  inftead  of 
addreffing  themfclves  to  the  emprefs,  muft  in 
future  apply  to  the  minifter.  This  new  regu- 
lation brought  in  large  fums  to  count  Beftuchef? 
and  Mardefeld  perceived  with  regret  that  the 
guineas  of  England  began  to  prevail,  with  this 
minifter,  over  the  crowns  of  Pruffia.  We 
muft  ever  be  contented,  in  all  our  projeAs, 
with  partial  fuccefs.  The  alliance  with  Ruffia 
was  not  all  it  might  have  been  wilhed;  but, 
by  vigoroufly  pulhing  the  war,  the  king  might 
hope  to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion  befi>re  Ruffia, 
flow  in  her  rdolutions,  had  taken  any  decifive 
meafures,  to  impede  him  in  the  operations  of 
the  campaign. 

The  following  is  the  general  arrangement 
hr  penetrating  into  Bohemia,  and  obliging  the 

qugen 
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<jueen  to  rccal  her  troops  out  of  Alfatia,  The 
grand  Pruffian  army  was  to  enter,  by  three 
columns,  into  Bohemia :  that,  at  the  head  of 
which  the  king  was  to  be,  was  to  march  along 
the  left  (hore  of  the  Elbe,  toward  Prague* 
The  fecond,  under  the  conduct  of  prince 
Leopold  of  Anhalt,  was  to  traverfe  Lufatia; 
and,  keeping  the  Elbe  on  the  right,  arrive  at 
the  fame  time  at  Prague.  Thefe  columns 
covered  the  artillery  and  provifions  for  three 
months^  which  had  been  embarked  on  the 
Elbe,  that  they  might  be  fent  to  Leutmeritz, 
Marihal  Schwerin,  with  a  third  column',  was  to 
leave  Silefia  by  Braunau ;  and,  in  like  manner 
und  in  like  time,  join  the  remainder  of  the 
army,  for  the  inveftiture  of  Prague. 

Exclufivc  of  this  army,  the  old  prince  of 
Anhalt,  with  a  corps  of  feventeen  thoufand 
men,  covered  the  eleftorate:  and  twenty-two 
thoufand,  under  the  command  of  Marwitz, 
were  dcftined  to  defend  Upper  Silefia.  The 
emperor  had  expedited  requifitorial  letters,  to 
the  king  of  Poland  eledor  of  Saxony,  in  which 
he  demanded  a  paiTage  through  his  dates,  for 
the  auxiliary  troops  which  Pruffia  was  to  fend 
into  Bohemia.  Auguftus  was  then  at  Warfaw. 
Thefe  letters  were  conveyed  to  his  minifters, 
who  governed  Saxony  in  his  abfence,  by  jj^ 
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fame  Wintcrfeld  who  had  negotiated  at  Petcrf- 
burg,  and  had  fo  highly  diftinguiftied  himfclf 
during  the  firft  campaigns.  The  Saxons  flood 
petrified  at  this  propofition.  They  endea- 
voured to  gain  time,  but  the  Pniffians  were 
already  in  their  territories.  In  vain  did  they 
protcft,  and  recriminate,  againft  a  ftep  the 
principal  end  of  which  was  to  prevent  the  em- 
pire from  fufFering  the  affront  of  beholding  its 

emperor  opprefTed,  and  dethroned.  Thus, 
while  they  murmured  at  Drefden,  became  fu- 
rious at  Warfaw,  faw  themfelves  outwitted  at; 
JlxHidon,  and  were  terrified  at  Vienna,  the 
king  marched  immediately  toward  Pirna,  where 
he  was  joined  by  the  regiments  of  the  dutchy 
of  Magdebourg,  which  had  taken  their  rout 
through  Lcipfic, 

All  Saxony  was  in  motion.  The  troops  aA 
fembled  in  platoons  round  Drefden,  which  they 
haflily  began  to  fortify.  Artifans  were  even 
employed  to  make  cuts,  in  the  quarter  called 
the  New  City.  The  Saxon  miniflers  endea- 
voured to  affume  haughtinefs  at  the  very  mo^- 
rocnt  they  were  in  a  panic  At  fome  times 
fbey  granted  too  much ;  at  others  were  bbflinate 
concerning  trifles.  Had  the  king  deli  red  to 
feize  on  this  country,  every  thing  would  have 
bqpn  over  in  a  week*     They  granted  fubfifl- 

^nce; 
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cnce ;  they  lent  boats  to  pafs  the  Elbe ;  they 
fuffered  the  fleet,  loaded  with  provifions,  to 
fail  through  the  middle  of  Drefden;  but  they 
doubled  the  garrifon,  mounted  the  batteries 
with  cannon,  clofed  and  barricadocd  the  g^tes, 
and  refufed  the  Pruffian  officers  entrance. 
This  conduft  of  the  Saxons  clearly  announced 
their  ill  will.  They  were  fuppofed  to  be  ill 
neighbours,  capable  of  profiting  by  the  mif- 
fortunes  which  might  happen  to  the  Pruffians 
in  this  war;  but  they  were  not  thought  to  be 
Efficiently  rafti  to  facrifice  themfelves,  in  be- 
half of  the  queen  of  Hungary;  efpecially  when 
the  corps,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
the  old  prince  of  Anhalt,  ought  to  have  in- 
fpired  them  with  greater  prudence. 

A  manifefto  preceded  the  march  of  the  troops, 
which  contained  in  general  the  motives  of  the 
league  of  Frankfort,  formed  between  the  em- 
peror, Pruffia,  the  eleftor  Palatine,  and  the 
landgrave  of  Hefle,  for  the  fupport  of  the  fyf- 
tem  of  the  liberties  of  the  empire,  and  its  chief. 
Letters  patent  were  at  the  fame  time  diftributed 
through  Bohemia ;  by  which  the  fubjefts  of  that 
kingdo^^  were  required  not  to  take  part  againft 
the  auxiliary  troops  of  the  emperor,  whom  they 

were  henceforth  to  confider  as  their  lawful  fove- 
reign. 

The 
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The  king  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia 
on  the  twenty-third  of  Auguft.  Four  regiments 
of  huflars  and  four  battalions  were  one  day's 
march  before  the  army;  in  order  to  colledt 
neceffary  provifions  for  the  troops.  The  mar- 
grave,  who  commanded  the  fecond  line,  en- 
tered the  camp  which  the  king  quitted;  and  no 
enemy  was  found  to  oppofe  thefe  operations. 
The  fmall  fleet,  loaded  with  the  magazines,  was 
the  firft  which  met  with  any  obftacles  in  enter- 
ing Bohemia.  It  was  obliged  to  pafs  at  the  foot 
of  a  rock,  on  which  {lands  the  caftle  of  Tet* 
fchen.  The  enemy,  who  occupied  this  caftle, 
rolled  huge  ftones  into  the  Elbe ;  and  added  a 
ftaccado  of  piles,  to  render  navigation  impradi- 
cable.  General  Bonin  was  obliged  to  be  de- 
tached with  fome  troops,^ who  attacked  and 
took  prifoner  a  Hungarian  captain,  with 
feventy  men.  The  river  was  prefently  cleared, 
and  the  navigation  rendered  free.  TJiis  inci- 
dent retarded  the  march  two  days.  The  army 
inclined  toward  the  river  Eger.  The  huffars 
furprifed  fome  troops  of  ;he  enemy  at  a  fmall 
town  named  Murzifai ;  three  hundred  of  whom 
they  defeated,  and  took  fifty  prifoncrs.  From 
thefe  it  was  learnt  that  Bathiani  was  come,  from 
Bavaria  toward  the  Beraun,  with  a  corps  of 
twelve  ^oufand  men;   and  ^Ifo  that  he  ha4 

throvya 
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throwh  three  thoufand  men  into  Prague,  to 
which  were  added  a  body  of  militia  confiding  of 
twelve  thoufandi  The  king  arrived  before 
Prague  on  the  fecond  of  September,  with  the 
various  corps  that  compof^  his  army.  He  en- 
camped near  the  chapel  of  viftory.  Marflial 
Schwerin  and  prince  Leopold  inverted  what  is 
called  the  grand  fide  of  the  city*  A  week  was 
neceffary  to  tranfport  the  heavy  artillery  and 
provifions,  .from  Leutmeritz  to  the  camp.  A 
battalion  was  fent  to  garrifon  this  place  and 
guard  the  magazines,  which  could  not  be  for- 
warded for  want  of  horfes;  for  the  Muldau, 
which  fells  into  the  Elbe  at  Mehiick,  is  not 
navigable.  This  time  was  employed  in  mak- 
ing every  preparative  for  the  fiege. 

Durinjg  this  interval,  intelligence  was  ob- 
tained, ftt)m  the  fpies,  that  Bathiani  had  col- 
lefted  a  large  magazine  in  the  town  of  Beraun ; 
and  the  report  was  confirmed  by  die  huflars, 
who  were  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  roads  to  that 
town.  The  king  was  tempted  to  feize  on  this 
magazine,  for  which  purpofe  he  detached  gene- 
ral Haake,  with  five  battalions  and  fix  hundred 
hiififars.  Bathiani  was  informed  of  the  projed, 
tliough  every  poffiblc  precaution  had  been  taken 
to  keep  it  fecret.  He  reinforced  the  place;  and, 
when  Haake  pafled  the  bridge  of  Beraun  and 

7  had 
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had  forced  the  gate  of  the  town,  he  perceived 
two  large  bodies  of  cavalry,  that  were  paffing^ 
the  river,  on  his  right  and  his  left,  to  fall  on  his 
two  flanks.  He  immediately  abandoned  the  at- 
tack, and  pofted  himfelf  on  the  heights,  where 
he  formed  his  infantry  into  a  fquare.  Having 
been  hotly  attacked,  by  this  cavalry  and  a  large 
body  of  Hungarian  infantry,  he  found  means  ta 
inform  the  camp,  at  Prague,  of  the  danger  with 
which  he  was  menaced.  The  king  flew  to  his 
fuccour,  with  eighty  fquadrons  and  fixtcen  bat- 
talions; but  general  Haake  had  bravely  re- 
pelled the  enemy,  and  freed  himfelf  before  this 
aid  could  come  up. 

The  projedt  on  Beraun  having  thus  failed, 
Bathiani  haftily  tranfported  his  magazine  to 
Pilfen.  It  would  no  doubt  have  been  right  to 
have  returned  to  Beraun,  driven  Bathiani  from 
Pilfen,  and  carried  off  his  magazine.  This 
would  have  been  the  means  of  preventing  the 
Auftrian  army  from  profiting  by  the  ftores  which 
it  had  found  time  to  coUeft ;  and  thus  would 
prince  Charles  have  been  obliged  to  remain  in 
Upper  Audria,  and  the  Pruflians  have  been 
empowered  to  have  kept  pbflcflion  of  Bohemia. 
But  the  provifions  of  the  army  were  ill  fcrvcd,' 
and  the  Pmffians  wcie  iu  want  of  a  Mr.  de 
Scchcllcb. 

The- 


THfe    HISTORY    OF   M*    OWN    TIMES.       95 

The  trenches  were  opened,  on  the  evening  of 
the  loth,  before  Prague,  in  three  different 
parts;  that  is  to  fay,  at  the  platform  of  St. 
Laurent :  at  Bubenitz,  oppofite  the  mill  of  the 
Lower  Muldau ;  and  at  the  hill  of  Ziflca.  Count 
Truchfes  commanded  the  firft  attack ;  the  mar- 
grave Charles  the  fecond;  and  the  third  was 
committed  to  marihal  Schwerin.  No  time  was 
loft  in  the  firft*  night.  The  marihal  caufed  the 
fort  of  Zifka  to  be  attacked  on  the  morrow,  in 
open  day;  which  he  carried,  after  having  thrown 
bombs  into  the  fort,  and  taken  two  fmall  re- 
doubts, that  were  behind  the  firft,  and  which 
the  French,  who  had  built  them,  called  fwal- 
low's  nefts. 

The  king,  at  this  time,  was  at  the  trench  of 
Bubenitz,  which  he  left,  in  company  with  many 
officers,  to  take  a  view  of  the  attack  of  Zifka. 
The  enemy  perceived  the  crowd,  turned  their 
artillery  that  way,  and  a  fatal  ball  carried  off 
prince  William,  the  brother  of  the  margrave 
Charles,  and  the  fame  who  had  fo  vaUantly 
fought  at  Molvvitz  for  hb  country's  glory. 

Batteries  were  advanced  with  all  fpeed;  info- 
much  that  the  curtain,  between  the  baftion 
of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Peter,  was  battered  in 
breach.  On  the  15th,  the  batteries  of  the  mar- 
grave Charles,  by  throwing  of  bombs,  fet  fire 

I  to 
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to  the  water-mill,  and  dcflxoyed  the  dams  of 
the  Muldau.     The  waters  became  fo  low  that 

they  were  every  where  fordable,  and  the  city 
was  liable  to  be  taken  by  aflault;  there  being  a 
fufficient  fpace,  on  tliat  fide,  without  wall  or 
rampart. 

The  governor  Harfcb  began  to  defpair;  and 
perceiving  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  i6th,  a 
heavy  body  of  grenadiers  was  filing  off,  from 
the  fide  of  Bubenitz,  he  forefaw  the  meditated 
afiault>  demanded  to  capitulate,  and  furren- 
dered  himfelf  and  garrifon,  which  confifted  of 
twelve  thoufand  men,  prifoners  of  war.  The 
fiege  only  continued  fix  days,  and  coft  tlic  be- 
fiegers  forty  dead  and  eighty  wounded.  The 
(ame  day  the  gates  were  given  up,  and  the  gar- 
rifon  was  led  into  Silefia ;  among  the  fortreflet 
of  which  it  was  diftributed. 

The  taking  of  Prague  was  a  brilliant  opening 
of  the  campaign.  It  was  highly  probable  it 
would  make  an  impreffion  on  the  Saxons ;  that 
they  would  now  Icfs  than  ever  declare  in  favour 
of  the  queen  of  Hungary ;  and  that  they  would 
not,  by  ftripping  their  eledlorate  of  troops,  de- 
liver themfelves  up  to  the  prince  of  Anlialt,  who 
might  ruin  Leipfic,  which  was  the  centre  of 
their  commerce,  the  nerve  of  the  ftate,  and  the 
fource  of  their  credit.     But  Englilh  gold  was 

more 
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tnore  prevalent,  at  Drefden,  than  the  incereft  of 
Saxony^ 

The  Pruffian  army  now  had  the  choice  of  two 
operations.    The  oqe,  which  the  king  prefer- 
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dc  Belleiile  affirmed  that  the  not  having  occu- 
pied thefe  polls,  in  the  year  1 741,  had  been  the 
caufe  of  all  the  misfortunes  of  the  French  and 
Bavarians.  But  is  that  which  is  good  under  certain 
circumftances  equally  good  under  certain  others  ? 
There  is  no  doubt  that  thefe  pofts  were  necef* 
fary  to  the  allies,  in  1741,  who  then  were  in 
poifeffion  of  Bavaria,  and  even  Upper  Auftria. 
But,  in  1744,  Auftrians  only  were  in  thefe  pro- 
vinces. This  was  befide  affording  excellent 
fport  to  the  enemy,  by  obliging  the  army  of 
Pruffia  to  leave  its  awn  frontiers,  and  giving 
the  Saxons  the  freedom  of  joining  prince 
•Charles,  or  even  of- making  an  attempt  upon 
Prague.  The  wifeft  part  would  have  been  not 
to  have  marched  too  far  from  Prague ;  to  have 
amafTed  in  that  capital,  as  well  as  in  Pardubitz 
and  other  towns,  fubfiftence  for  the  troops ;  and 
to  have  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  On 
ihis  occafion,  the  king  difcovered  too  much 
weaknefs,  in  condefcennon  to  his  allies;  he 
paid  too  great  a  deference  to  their  opinions; 
and,  fearing  to  be  accufed,  if  he  kept  his  army 
jcfolutely  near  Pragxie,  of  having  no  other  ob- 
jeft  than  that  of  affuring  to  himfelf  the  three 
circles,  which  had  been  promifed  him,  he  un- 
(iertook  that  unfortunate  expedition. 

Similar  faults  were  committed  in  the  execu- 

tion 
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had  been  begun  on  one  fide,  advancing  froitt 
Budweis  to>\^ard  the  fouth*    Three  quarters  of  a 
mile  on  the  oppofitc  fide  of  the  Muldau    is 
Frauenberg ;  a  caftle  that  ftands  on  the  top  of 
a  hill,  become  famous  by  a  fix^months  fiege^ 
which  the  French  there  fuftained.     Such  wias 
the  country  in  which  the  Pruffian  army  was  to 
ad. 

As  the  Saxons  had  not  hitherto  declared  them* 
felves,  the  army  began  its  march,  on  the  1 7th 
of  September,  for  Conraditze*    General  Naflau 
was  detached,    with  ten  battalions  and  forty 
fquadrons,  to  form  the  van-guard  of  the  army, 
which  was  itlelf  divided  into  two  columns:  the 
right,  under  the  command  of  prince  Leopold, 
kept  befide  the  Muldau,   and  was  obliged  to 
make  roads  for  itfelf.     The  left  column,  led 
by  marihal  Schwerin,  took  the  high  road  from 
Prague  to  Tabor,  following  the  van-guard  ftep 
by  ftep*     Orders  were  ilTued  that  thefe  columns 
Ihould  not  leave  a  diftance  of  more  than  half  a 
German  mile  between  their  camps.     Behind 
the  left  column  the  chefts  of  flour  followed, 
covered  by  fifteen  hundred  men,  under  the 
orders  of  general  Pofadowiky, 

Tabor,  Budweis  and  Frauenberg  yielded,  al- 
moft  without  defence,  to  general  Naflau.  The 
army  arrived  at  Tabor  on  the  26th,  where  the, 

columns 
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.  columm  reunited;   but  Pofadowfky  brought  up 

only  the  half  of  the  chefts,  that  is  to  fay  flour 
for  a  fortnight.  The  draught  horfes  and  oxen 
had  been  fo  neglefted  that  half  of  them  had 
perifhed ;  although  not  an  enemy  had  appeared, 
during  the  whole  march.  This  was  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  followed. 
Scarcely  was  the  army  two  days  march  from 
Prague  before  Bathiani  fent  a  detachment,  of 
Tome  thoufands  of  Croats  and  huflars,  to  Beraun 
and  Konigfaal.  This  latter  town  is  fituatcd  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Beraun  and  the  Muldau, 
two  miles  above  Prague.  Thcfe  light  troops 
fo  much  infefted  the  avenues  that  they  inter- 
cepted all  the  quotas,  which  the  'flat  country 
was  to  have  fent  in ;  and  fo  efFedually  cut  off" 
all  communication  that  the  Pruflian  army  was 
four  weeks  without  receiving  any  news,  either 
from  Prague  or  of  what  was  pafling  in  the  reft 
of  Europe.  Two  mails,  deftined  for  the  king, 
were  taken ;  fo  that  he  was  not  only  ignorant 
of  the  march  of  the  Saxons  but  of  the  part  in 
which  the  army  of  prince  Charles  at  that  time 

was. 

It  may  appear  ftrange  that  an  army,  fo  ftrong 

as  the  Pruflian,  could  not  hold  the  flat  country 

in  awe,  oblige  it  to  fend  the  neceflary  quotas, 

procure  fubfifteuce  for  it,  and  maintain  fpies  in 

'  H  3  abun- 
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abundance,  who  (hould  bring  information  oT 
the  leaft  motion  of  the  enemy.  But  it  ought  to 
be  known  that,  in  Bohemia,  the  nobility,  priefts 
and  land-bailiffs,  are  very  loyal  to  the  houfe 
of  Auftria ;  that  a  difference  of  religion  infpires 
this  people,  who  are  as  flupid  as  they  are  fuper- 
ftitious,  with  averfion  invincible ;  and  that  the 
court  had  commanded  the  peafants>  who  all  arc 
ferfs,  to  leave  their  hamlets  at  the  approach  of 
the  Pruffians,  hide  their  corn  under  ground, 
and  fly  into  the  neighbouring  forefts*  To  this 
was  added  the  promife  of  repairing  every  da* 
mage  they  might  fuft^,  on  the  part  of  thf 
Truffians, 

Thus  the  army  found  wildcmeffcs  only,  on 
its  paffage,  and  deferted  villages*  No  peafant 
came  to  the  camp  to  fell  his  provifions;  and 
the  people,  who  dreaded  the  rigorous  punifli* 
ment  of  the  Auftrians,  could  not  be  induced, 
by  any  fum  however  great,  to  bring  the  requi- 
fite  intelligence  of  what  related  to  the  enemy* 
Thefe  difficulties  were  further  increafed  by  a 
corps  of  ten  thoufand  huffars;  whom  the  Au- 
ftrians  had  fent  out  of  Hungary,  and  who  cut 
off  the  communication  with  the  army,  in  a 
country  which  is  compofed  of  marlhes,  woods, 
rpcks,  and  every  fpecies  of  defile  of  which  any 
wuntry  is  capable.    With  this  fuperiority  of 

light 
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light  troops^  the  enemy  had  the  advantage  of 
knowing  all  that  pafled  in  the  camp  of  the  king ; 
nor  durft  the  Pmffians  fuffer  their  flying  parties 
to  venture  out,  at  leaft  not  without  giving  them 
up  for  loft,  becaufe  of  the  fuperiority  of  thofc 
of  the  enemy :  fo  that  the  troops  of  the  king, 
intrenched  like  Romans,  were  confined  within 
the  precin6ts  of  their  camp* 

The  want  of  fubfiftcncc,  added  to  this  rc- 
ilraint  of  fituation,  obliged  the  Pruliians  to  re* 
turn.     The  advice  of  marflial  Schwerin  was  to 
proceed  to  Neuhaus,  that  the  fear  of  the  enemy 
might  be  inaeafed,  with  refped  to  Auflria. 
Prince  Leopold  maintained  it  would  be  bed  to 
march  toward  Budweis,  which  was  occupied  by 
general  Naflau.     Amid  thefe  differences,  a  fpy 
brought  information  that  the  army  of  prince 
Charles  was  at  Protiwin.    This  intelligence  was 
decifive,  concerning  the  part  that  was  to  be 
taken.     The  army  repafled  the  Muldau,  and 
encamped  on  the  heights  of  Wodnian,  where 
k  fcarcely  was  arrived  before  this  advice  was 
found  to  be  falfe.    A  mifunderilanding  in  con- 
fequence  enfued,  .between  marihal  Schwerin 
and  prince  Leopold;  and  the  kin^was  often 
abliged  to  interpofe,  authoritadvely,  to  prevent 
the  envy  of  theft  two  marihrjs  frpjp  injuring  tho 
public  good« 

H  4  Li^« 
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Lieutenant-colonel  Janus>  of  the  Tkiery  fanT' 
fars^  had  been  detached  to  prefs  the  delivery  of 
the  quotas,  from  the  inhabitants,  which  werci, 
to  be  fcnt  to  Tabor;  and  the  neceffity  was  the 
more  immediate  becaufe  that  the  flour  for  the 
army  was  almc^  iiniihed.  Janus  marched, 
with  two  hundred  huflars,  to  a  village  named 
MuhUiaufen,  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Mid« 
dau*  The  enemy  was  informed  of  this,  and  a 
confiderable  corps  of  hufiars  fell  on  the  FrufBan« 
He  was  brave,  and  loft  his  life  rather  than  fuffer 
the  difgrace  of  having  been  beaten.  His  dc** 
tachment  was  difpexfed.  Nadafty  conflruded 
bridges,  at  this  very  place^  and  inmiediately 
advanced  to  attack  Tabor.  But  prince  Hciuy^ 
the  king's  brother,  who  had  fallen  ill  there,  and 
colonel  Kalnein  the  governor  tau^t  him  to 
know  that  a  town,  defended  by  Pruffians,  was 
not  to  be  taken  by  light  horfe. 

It  was  now  that  information  was  obtained 
that  prince  Charles  occupied  a  fbrong  camp  be* 
hind  the  Wotawa,  two  miles  from  Pifek ;  that 
the  Saxdns  had  joined  him,  and  that  his  inten* 
tion  was  to  cut  off  the  Pruffians  from  the  Safawa^ 
confequently  from  Prague,  by  pafling  the  Mul- 
dau  in  the  rear  of  the  army.  The  want  of  fub- 
fiftcnce,  the  impediments  which  Nadafty  threw 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  any,*  and  the  poflibiMty 

that 
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that  the  Aufthans  might  make  this  motion,  de- 
termined the  Pruffians  to  apprbach  Tabor. 
They  paffed  the  Muldau,  over  the  bridge  of 
Teyn,  on  the  8th  of  Oftober.  The  rear-guard 
was  hotly  harafled  by  the  pandours  and  hufiars. 
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light  troops  might  take  poft^  to  harafs  the 
Pruffian  quarters  inceflantly.  Had  not  provi- 
fions  however  failed^  the  king  might  have 
maintained  himfelf  between  the  Safawa  and 
the  Lufchnitze;  but  the  want  of  thefc  is  the 
ftrongeft  of  arguments  in  war ;  and,  the  danger 
of  loiing  Prague  being  added,  the  Pruflian  army 
was  obliged  to  take  a  retrograde  motion. 

It  was  ftill  undetermined  whether  the  pofts 
of  Tabor  and  BudWeis  were  or  were  not  to  be 
abandoned.    When  the  army  totally  departed, 
it  was  no  doubt  to  be,  feared  that  the  enemy 
would  force  thefe  towns;    and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  to  be  confidered  that  three  hundred 
lick  or  wounded  had  been  obliged  to  be  left  at 
Tabor,  for  want  of  b^gage  waggons.      To 
fbrfake  thefe  brave  men  was  painful.     It  was 
therefore  determined  to  lettve  a  garrifon  in  each 
place,  and  it  was  hoped  that,  if  the  army  (hould 
£ome  to  adtion  with  the  Auftrians,  which  ap- 
peared probable  after  their  jundion  with  the 
Saxons,  the   beaten  enemy  would  find  thefe 
pofb  in  their  road,  and  would  be  obliged  tq 
fall  back  toward  Pilfen.     This  was  entirely 
&lfe  reafoning;  for,  in  urgent  cafes,  it  is  bet- 
ter to  lofe  three  hundred  fick  than  to  hazard 
{bme  thoufands  of  men  in  towns  where  they  are 
incapable  pf  defence*    If,  on  the  contrary,  it 

w« 
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was  propofed  to  give  batde,  the  army  ought  to 
be  in  foil  force,  the  better  to  afcertain  vidory; 
and  two  fuch  miferable  forts  could  not  prevent 
prince  Charles  from  retreating,  in  what  manner 
he  (hould  pleafe.     But,  it  was  urged,  marfhal 
Seckendorfi*  was  already  in   Bavaria:   he  had 
driven  Ba^renklau  back  into  Aufbria,  and  had 
cleared  the  eledorate  of  the  enemy,  Ingold- 
ftadt,  Braunau,  and  Straubingen  excepted.  Be 
it  fo;  but  the  fuccefs  of  the  Imperialifts  ought 
not  to  prevent  the  Pruffians  from  ading  pru- 
dently; nor  were  thefe  advantages  fufficiently 
great,  for  faults  to  be  committed  with  impunity. 
In  this  (ttuation,  the  pofl  of  Benefdiau  was 
become  of  the  laft:  importance,    ^t  was  neceflary 
CO  OQCupy  it  before  prince  Charles,  becaufe  it 
could  not  be  attacked ;  and,  if  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy»  it  might  decide  the  fate  of  the 
army.      The  fole   remaining  refource  would 
have  been  to  pafs  the  Safawa,  at  Rattay,  in 
order  to  procure   provifions  from  Pardubitz* 
To  this  effed,  marftial  Schwerin  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  fifteen  thoufand  men,  and  took 
not  only  the  camp  of  Benefchau  but  feized  alfo 
on  confiderable  magazines,   which  had  dierc 
been  amafied  for  the  Auftrians.     The  king 
joined  him  on  the  14th  of  Odober.     The  van- 
guard of  the  $nemy  waa  at  that  time  on  its 
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march  for  this  place.     The  army  remained 
eight  days  between  Benefchau  and  Konopitz; 
and  there  the  difagreeable  newS  was  brought, 
which  well  might  be  expefted,  that  a  detach- 
ment of  ten  thoufand  Hungarians  had  made 
the  regiment  of  Creutz  prifoners,  at  Budweis, 
and  that  of  the  pioneers,    at  Tabor.    Thus 
three  thoufand  able  men  were  loft,  to  fave 
three  himdred  fick.     The  king,  who  repented 
of  having  as  it  may  be  faid  abandoned  thefc 
regiments,  fent  eight  different  orders  to  general 
Creutz,  who  commanded  at.Budweis,   to  eva- 
cuate the  town  and  follow  the  army;   but  he 
received  not  one  of  them.     Budweis  furren- 
dered,  after  having   confumed  fuch  ftores  u 
the  prefent  circymilances  allowed  to  b^  left. 
Tabor   was   tak;en,    after   the  trenches   were  ^ 
opened,  by  a  breach  which  the  enemy  had 
made  in  the  walL     The  firft  of  thefe  towns 
ftiftained  a  fiege  of  eight  days;  Tabor  one  of 
four ;  and  Frauenberg  capitulated  becaufe  the 
Auftrians  had  cut  off  the  fole  canal  by  which  the 
garrifon  could  obtain  water. 

As  it  was  to  be  feared  the  army  would 
want  provifions,  Winterfeld  was  detached,  with 
fome  battalions  and  a  regiment  of  huifars,  to 
maintain  a  communication  with  the  magazine 
of  Leutmeritz.     But  the  van- guard  of  prince 

Charles, 
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Charlesj  of  which  we  have  fpoken,  perceiving 
that  the  Prui&aiu  had  anticipated  their  projedt 
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ficuated  as  its  left.  The  impoffibility  of  (xlcttCs, 
in  fuch  an  attack^  occafioned  the  defign  to  be 
abandoned ;  and  it  was  determined  to  return  to 
the  camp^  at  Benefchau. 

The  grenadiers,  who  were  employed  to  recon- 
noitre the  enemy,  conflituted  the  rear- guard. 
The  Auftrians,  who  expected  an  attack,   did 
not  perceive  the  retreat  of  their  enemies ;  whofc 
motions  were  concealed  by  a  mountain.    There 
only  happened  a  flight  fkirmifh  with  the  rear- 
guard, and  the  Pruflians  peaceably  recovered 
their  poft  at  Benefchau*     It  is  not  aflonifhing 
that  an  enemy,   in  which  are  a  hundred  and 
fifty  fquadrons,   remaining  above  eight  days 
in  the  fame  camp,  fhould  at  length  want  forage; 
efpecially  in  a  mountainous  and  woody  coimtry^ 
in  which  it  was  impoflible  to  oblige  the  flat 
country  to  bring  in   fubfiftence.     This  con* 
drained  the  king  to  choofe  another  camp,  that 
he  might  obtain  forage  and  at  the  fame  time 
approach  his  ovens. 

The  army  therefore  decamped  on  the  mor- 
row, paflfed  the  Safawa  at  Borfchitz,  and  took 
poft  at  PyfchelL  General  Naflfau  was  at  the 
fame  time  detached,  with  ten  battalions  and 
thirty  fquadrons,  to  diflodge  a  corps  of  the 
enemy,  confifting  of  ten  thoufand  Hungarians, 
regulars   and    irregulars,    from    Kamerbourg* 

7  Nafl^Mr 
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Naflau  attacked  the  enemy  on  an  advantageous 
height  whict  he  occupied.  Some  difcharges 
from  the  artillery  threw  the  foe  into  confiifion, 
who  abandoned  the  poft  to  repafs  the  Safawa 
at  Rattay*  Naffau  kept  pace  with  the  Au- 
ftriansy  and,  perceiving  they  wiftied  to  gain 
Kolin  before  him,  prevented  them  and  feized 
on  this  poll  himfelf  No  one  had  received 
any  news  of  this  general  after  the  ikirmifh  of 
Kamefbourg;  nor  could  he  for  his  part  fend 
any,  fo  greatly  did  the  light  troops  of  Auftria 
outnumber  thofe  of  Pruflia.  The  former  were 
in  an  enclofed  country,  where  they  were  fa- 
voured and  informed  of  all  that  paffed,  while 
the  Pruflians  could  obtain  no  intelligence. 

The  Auftrians  were  on  all  fides  adtive,  to 
procure  this  fuperiority  over  the  Pruflians. 
They  thought  to  have  furprifed  colonel  Zimer- 
nau,  at  Pardubitz,  with  his  regiment,  who, 
in  their  fort,  had  the  guard  of  th«  magazine. 
Fifteen  hundred  grenadiers  and  fix  hundred 
huflars  came  from  Moravia,  difguifed  them* 
felves  like  peafants,  and,  under  pretence  of 
bringing  their  waggons  to  the  magazine, 
endeavoured  to  introduce  themfelves  into  the 
place.  The  plot  was  difcovered  by  an  Au- 
ilrian,  who  imprudently  difcharged  his  piftol# 
TJie  guards  of  the  gates  and  raveUnes  fired  on 

Ais 
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this  corps,  and  killed  fixty  meij.  The  defence 
was  very  honourable  to  the  vigUance  of  Zimer* 
nau ;  and  the  enemy  had  the  rfegret  of  having 
loft  their  foldiers  to  no  pUrpofe. 

Soon  after  the  king  encamped  at  Pyfcheli. 
I^rince  Charles  alfo  c^nxe  and  encamped  at 
Benefchau.  The  country  was  at  his  devotion  2 
the  circles  brou^  him  provifions,  and  he  found 
means  of  fubfiftence  fome  days  longer,  at  a 
place  where  the  PruffiaHs  muft  have  perilhcd 
with  hunger,  had  they  there  remained.  .He 
afterward  inclined  to  Kamerbourg,  where  he 
pafled  the  Safawa,  direfting  his  march  toward 
Janowitz,  keeping  the  marfhes  oil  his  back* 
The  defign  of  the  prince,  or  rather  of  dd  mar- 
flial  Traun,  \ias  to  oblige  the  king  to  choofe 
between  Silefia  and  Bohemia.  Should  he  re- 
main at  Prague,  the  enemy  would  cut  off  his 
communication  with  Silefia;  and,  if  he  with* 
^rew  to  Pardubitz,  Prague  and  Bohemia  were 
loft.  This  was  an  excellent  projed,  worthy 
of  admiration,  to  which  marflial  Trauh  added 
the  fage  precaution  of  choofing  camps  that  were 
not  to  be  attacked,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged 
to  fight.  Had  the  king  been  able  to  attack 
the  enemy  at  the  moment  he  fliould  decamp, 
he  would  either  have  brought  on  a  battle  or 
have  gained  the  poft  of  Kuttenberg  from  him, 
4  by 
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i)y  whicl^  aH  his:defigns  woulcj  have  been 
fruftrated*  .Tixe^  want  of  bread,  a  reafonjb 
often  a^n^d  in  the  narrative  of  this  can>paigu^ 
preyfcnted  his  nujcfty  from  thus  ading. , 

However^  that .  he  might  do  every  tKing  in 
his  power,  the  king  advanced  on  the  morrow^ 
with  one  wing  of  the  army.  Prince  Leopold 
was  to  follow  with  the  bread  which  was  expedted 
from  Prague.  It  was  the  will  of  good.fortime 
that, the  king  Ihould  find,  at  Kofteletz  where 
he  cncamj>ed,  bread,  wine,  and  viands  fuf- 
ficicnt  for  three  days,  .which  were  irite;ided  for 
the  .cncjmy.  Thefc  he  diftributed  among  his 
troops.  His  intention  was  to  have  gained 
Janowitz  on. the  morrowf  but  he  was  deceived 
by  fpies^  who  aflured  him  that  prince  Charles 
was  there  already.  The  army  therefore  turned 
U)  the  left,  and  eticamped  at  Kaurzim,  a  mile 
from  the  Elbe.  It  was  then  only  that  informa- 
tion  was  brought  that  general  Naflau  was  at 
Kolin,  and  that  a  convoy  of  bread  was  incef- 
fantly  expeded  from  Lcutmeritz,  for  the  army. 
To  facilitate  this  tranfport,  grenadiers  were 
pofled  at  Brandeis  and  Nienburg. 

Prince  Leopold,    on  the  morrow,   rejoined 

the  army;    and  the  day  after  it  marched  to 

Flaniany.    It  was  the  enemy's  idefign  to  have 

come  thither,  for  which  reafon  fubfiftence  was 

VOL.  I.  PART  II.  I  there 
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fumed;  fubfifteftce  W43  ooly  to  be  had  fjrosa 
^  other  fide  of  the  £lbe.  The  feafon  dnily 
Ipecame^more^vere.  All  theTe  reafons  obliged 
the  repaffing  of  the  Elbe^  at  Kolin,  axxl  the 
Cantootnent  of  the  troopsv  for  the  prefervation 
and  recovery  of  the  fick» . 
;,  The  army  decaihped  on  the  9th  of  Novem- 
ber, aad  ^ceaj»d  in  fuch  good  order  tbat^ 
even  (hoiild  prince  Charles  attempt  a  battle^ 
tfa^Ftilifians:  WQ\il<^  have  had  the  advantage  of 
2jr(>jg[nd4,  Xfin  b^talioas  garrifo^od  the  town  of; 
K^ih,  p^^d,  behind  v^alls  which  form.ed  a. 
ij^tiM:^!  tm^h^hmcnt  -  ^  Batteries  were  plac^  on^ 
thtr  emineftcOs  mpfi  nc^r  t^o  the  town,  whence 
Oi^y:  overlpofci^  the  wb^le  grouqd  •  Kolinr  apd, 
Facdubu^>^^eqbf;C30i^  poft$  of  importaa(:e,* 
bfiijwfe  r  they ,  afcertainpd  t^e  communication . 
wfth  Sttffifi-.^iweUi.jas  with  Prague,  between. 
4>cfc  ?wp  .j?(9ul.pQft$,  others  were,  eflabliflied. 
Befidfi. the  ^vw^and  behkwj  it, the  troops  were 
9m^edf.;  ^caf^ely  had  the  Fruffians  pafled 
the  £l^;|;>4iC^  pandours  attacked  Kolin; 

^yt  thejtfncaf  witl^  fufch  aivill  reception  that  they 
had  p9  dkijfetto  r^um.  The  i>ight  of  the  i  ath, 
d)e  .^ucen^^s  jg;i^U3a4iers,  with  all  the  Hungarian* 
tfoogs^  ipsi^  ^o^Y  attempt^,  and  were,  every, 
whprp  yigapoufly  repulfed.  They  bad  three 
l\tuidred  foIdierslciUed/  The  &mous  marauder 
Trepck  was  wounded  here. 

PrinM 
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'  Pnnce  Charles  thought  che  campaign  endod, 
and  wifhed  to  giv«  repofe  to  the  troops,  who 
£>  well  had  merited  rzft,  by  the  faiigues  they 


From  mik  to  mfle,  bc6dc  tb^  EJbei-  tbtre 
were  pofts  of  iii£uttry  i  and  forty  fquadrp»3  of 
huflara  were  difbibuted  between  tk^m,  ta 
patrol  and  watch  the  ftnalteft  motioiis  of  the 
troops  of  the  queen.  By  tbefe  prccautioRs^  the 
king  muft  ncceffarily  be  inforoied  in  tiiiie> 
fhould  the  enemy  attempt  the  l^aiTage  of  die 
Elbe*  Properly  fpeafcing,  therefore,  there  wafr 
nothing  to  apprehend,  but  for  die  city  of 
Prague*  The  king  ient  Rottetnbourg  tliither^ 
with  hb  dr^dona  and  thrte  battBlioo&>  t6 
reinjfbrce  the  gacrifbn.  The  i4th»  that  cxitieat 
day,  at  length  arrircd^  and  produced  nothing 
on  the  part  of  the  ehemy,  but  numeimis  marc^iesr 
a/id  counter-'^mslrcbei.  The  1 9tb  itemed  to  be 
more  dedfire:  difeharge«  ^  htslTy  artillety^ 
and  a  wanti  firing  of  Infantry^  :^tt^  hwtd,  by 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Thil  king  fent 
on  cvtry  fidtf  to  know  whence  it  proceeded. 
AH  were  of  opinion  that  k  was  foaie  new  at- 
tetapt  on  KoKn.  The  firing  they  heard  was  on 
the  right  of  the  a^y ;  and,  as  general  Naflaa 
had  expeftftd  i>rinecf  Charks  Woirtd  make  fome 
attack  on  his  pofr,  and  as  tib  otfiei-  intelligence 
had  been  received^  faith  was  too  -eafily  given  to 
theft  fuppofitionsv  This  intertitude  continued 
tiH  r>ooft>  when  An  ofic*r  of  huflir^  brought 
intelligence  to  the  kiiig  that  the  troops  of  the^ 

7  quecn^ 
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queciu  during  the  night,  had  made  bridges 

mar  Solokz ;  that  the  neghgeace  of  the  pat- 

roles  bad  b^ep  die  ctuTe  that  this   was  not 

pierceivfid  till  br/eak  of  day;   that  lii?utcnant. 

cplooel  Wedel,  whofe  battalion  was  the  neareft, 

Jbad  J^arched  thither ;  that,  nQtwithftanding  the 

fire  of  fifty  cannon,  he  had  three  times  repelled 

jthe  A\)ftridn  grenadiers ;  that  he  had  difpxited 

the  paflage  with  pritKe  Charles  for  five  hours ; 

that  the  huflars,  v/hotn  he  had  fent  to  the  army 

to  bdng  the  news  of  his  fituatioii,  had  been 

iuUed  on  die  road  by  the  Utans,  who  had 

'fecaoetfid  thatofUvts.in  the  neighbouring  woods'; 

and  that,  for  \wmt  of  being  fuccoored,  he  hdA 

.rctiriwi  in  go«)d  order,  through  the  foreft  of 

.  WifchenjoisvkE,  to  rejoin  the  anny.  < 

Thii  paflagc  of  the  Elbe  was  unfortunate. 

'Whethier  at  proceeded  from  the  negligent  cff 

the'hufikrs  or  not,-  it  decided  the  fate  of  the 

campaign*     To  wade  time  in  complaining  of 

ji\  forttuie  would  be  to  no  purpofe :  the  firft 

care  was  to  remedy  the  evil,  a^  far  as  citrum- 

ftances  wouki   permit.      Tl»e  army   received 

immediate  ordens  no  afiemble  at  Wifchei^witz, 

which  was  the  centre  of  its  cantonments.    Only 

.duree  battalbns  were  left  at  Pardubitz,  under 

the  command  of  colonel  Retzau.    The  army 

wa$  at  t^  ijcBidezTous  at  Bine  in  the  ^evemog) 

1 4  and 
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and  drawn  up  in  order ;  except  the  corps  of 
Naflau,  which  was  at  Kolin,  and  two  detached 
battalions^  the  one  at  Brandeis^  aiid  the  other 
at  Nienburg.  The  battalion  of  Wedcl  loft 
two  officers  and  an  hundred  men,  killed  and 
wounded,  at  the  adtion  of  Solnitz,  which  wiH 
remain  for  ever  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
Pruffia.  It  gained  Wedel  the  furname  of 
Lconidas.  -  Prince  Charles,  furprifcd  that  a 
fmgle  Pruffian  battalion  had  for  five  hours  dif- 
puted  the  paflage  of  the  Elbe,  faid,  to  the 
officers  who  accompanied  him—"  The  queen 
^<  would  be  happy  indeed,  had  (he  officers  in 
^  her  arpiy  -equal  to  this  hero  !** 

The  critical  fituation  of  aifairs  induced  the 
king  to  afTemble  the  chief  among  his  officers^ 
and  to  deliberate  on  the  part  that  ought  to  be 
X^kcn.  Two  principal  obje6b  were  to  be  con* 
fidered :  whether  it  were  beft  to  march  to 
Prague,  to  maintain  a  footing  in  Bohemia,  or 
to  evacuate  Prague,  and. that  kingdom,  ♦and  re- 
tire into  Silefia.  Inconveniences  attended  each 
fide  of  the  queftion.  Prince  Leopold  was  of 
opinion  it  were  beft  to  march  to  Prague;  fince 
there  ftill  was  a  quantity  of  flour  at  Leutmeritz^ 
and  becaufe  that,  if  Prague  were  abandoned, 
she  heavy  artillery  muft  be  fo  likewife^  for  the 
^oafis  would  x^t  permit  its  retreat;  e^lufive  of 

tbQ 
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thcriJk  whidi  the  retiriogi^irnfon' would  run, 
hftving  4t  leaft  ibiitf  miles  to  'march  before  it 
cQuld  regain,  thiou^  Leutmq'hz  and  Lufatia, 
the  frpiftiers  of  SUeCa,    The  king's  opinion  was 


tretttikg'odc  of  Bafacmligi  thte  :ih;it  df  bis  Mavy 
aitiUtr  )f .     Tke  gauDfals  >fft9ttvidi  t^f  thi^^^optimtt* 

Tius.rcfoliitbar^'i^icli  hail  bee n  ftlddeftty 
taken,  fiuiili.as  fuddeoly  be  ^Meout«d»  THt 
king  ieat  ajConfi^tiaLand  capable  inan,  whofi» 
name  was  Bulow^  hifijaid  du  catosp/;  to  gire  or« 
ders  CO  all  .the  detAcfaod  jCQq>s>^  ^i  svieii  as  to  tiie 
'  garriibn  of  Frague»  id  fvacviKe  JBoiieoiia;  Ge- 
peral  jNTaifaii  ^kas.  mftrud^  co  take  the  road 
to  Chluq^etz^ .  or  .tfottf cclh8Qtt2:,'  to  rejom  the 
armyt  while  dae.king  .ubukl  make  fudt^^mo* 
tion^i  in  (be:,  prefence  of  ^prinde  Charle^^  as 
beft  jteighc  fkdlkite  diu  joA^Hon>  Bitlo^ 
was  fbrtuoate  eooagb  14  pafs'fs^  ftfoti^  de* 
tachmcnts  of  cb^  toeoiy'^  hulTafs,  and  to  cany 
the  orders  to  thofi»  td  whom  they  were  addfefled* 
This  mode  of  aAiiigbecame^  more  tieceflary 
becanfe  that  the  garrifon  of  Prague  had  only 
fubfiflence  f6r  d^  weeks;  and  it  would  have 
been  takers  by  fiinain*,  vhad  it  remained  beyond 
that  period- -     '  **  '  .^  4     .   . 

Oft.  the  ftOth  6f  November  the  king  apf^ 
proached»ChIumetjJj  '  ift -order  to  fecond  the 
motions  of  Va(ISi]v  in*  which  'pof?  he  remained, 
to  give  thh  ^etacKmient'*time  to  gain  Bitlchow 
and  Neclicnki^i-  On  the  2*2 d  the  army  came^- 
between  Pttrdubi^z '  and '  K6nigfgnet2^  to  the 
viUage  of  Woititz,   which  covered  the  defile  of 

Ncdianitzu 
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Nechioitz.  The  lick  apd  the  faaggage  iwerc 
feat .  ^£ore,  under  a  good  convoy,  coward 
SUefia,  in  order  to  lighten  the  tnarch  of  the 
trooips,    Pardubitz  was  evacuated  by  Retzau. 


iz^  posTHixMous    works/ 

Pmffians,  and  ran  to  die  village,  to  kill  ani- 
mals which  they  were  fonder  of  eating  than  they 
were  of  fighting,     Hiftory  certainly  affords  few* 
examples  of  Ikirmifhes,  fo  hot,  which  hare  had 
fb  buflefque  a  conclufion.  •  '- 

The  column  of  du  Moulin  was  attacked  at 
the  village  of  Elfe;  but  with  fo  little  vigour 
that  it  merits  no  cbnfideration. 

The  column  of  the  king  arrived  at  Tann-  - 
haufen  oh  the  4th  of  December;  where,  almoft 
at  the  fame  time,  the  old  prince  of  Anhalt  ar-' 
rived.     Prince  Leopold  "was  attacked  by  a  dif- 
eafe  which  put  his  Hfc  in  danger.      Marihal 
Schwerin  was  out  of  temper,  and  had  left  the 
army  befcH^  the  return  into  Silefia#    The  king* 
was  obliged  to  go  to  Berlin,  in  order  to  make 
the  neceflary  arrangements  for  the  approaching 
campaign ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  pave  the 
v(^ay  for  fome  negotiations,    which  might  be' 
purilied  with  greater  eagernefs,  (hould  circum- 
ftances  fo  require. 

The  following  is  what  happened  to  the  other 
corpi,  in  their  retreat.  Winterfeld  fortuhately 
brought  his  detachment  to  Leutmeritz,  in  Si- 
lefia:  he  was  harafTed  on  his  n;iarch,  but  the. 
good  difpolitiiKis  he  made  held  the  Hungarians 
in  refpedt. 
•  Jhe  garrifon  of  Prague  did  not  literally  fol- 


I9W  the  ordCFS i^hadrec^iv^. i^J^nf^^e^gughi: 
to  liave  ijlown;Up  the  wor^s^of  Wjpr^ctiad'apd 
$C.  ^-^rcnt;  :to  h^ve  burftjthe.hcayy  ;a^i|lery 
^nd' burnt  the  qmiages;,  )p  h^vp^chrow0  the 
fuTees^,  bdongjiijg  cq  th«  garrifpn,  of^  the  queqi^ 
into  the  wsjiter-:  .But  he  fajfely  fuppoTed  t)u^ 
this  order  would  be  revoked;  and  fufpende^ 
the  esecutbn  of  it  till  the  moment  of  his  de^ 
parture^  w^n  it  was  too  late.  W|xen  he  per* 
ccived  the  time  of  quieting  tl^e  xdty  approached^ 
he  collefted  all  the  horfes  he,  could  find^  to 
bring  ^with  him  the  fprty^two  Auftrian  field 
pieces^  inftead  of. the  heavy  artillery  he  wa3 
obliged  to  abandon.  The  garrifon  left  Pr^u^ 
on  the  26th  of  November.  Einfiedel  had  fo  ill 
taken  his  precautions  that,  while  his  troops  were 
filing  through  the  ^e  St.  Charles,  four  hunr 
(ired  .pandours^  ^ere  introduced  into  the  city, 
on  the  oppofite  fide.  Thefe  Hungarians  at- 
tacked  the  rear-guard.  Count  Rottembourg, 
who  co^mlanded  there,  played  fome. cannon 
.loaded  with  cafe-fiipt  on  them,  which  kept  them 
in  awe.  The, garrifon  arrived  at  Leutmeritz 
on  the  30th,  where  it  remained  fome  days  to 
procure  bread  and  provifions.  When  Einfiedel 
arrived  at  Leipe,  he  learnt  that  the  Saxony 
tneant  to  difpute  his  paifagc  into  Silefia;  for 
prince  Charles  had  only  followed  the  king  as  faf 


as  Nathod^  iKtcrwhidi  he  had  tak^n  the  road 
to  Moravhiv  antf  the  Saxons  diiat  of  the  cii^cles 
of  Birirt2iri«^^rid  l^ciKiticritz.      He  had  (omc 
ftlrihiffies  ^oh  the  ^<rajr  iwth  the  enetAy*s  l^|hc 
croie^,  buf  of  littile  lrtft|)biE^c*»     Aitivmg  at 
Htichwald;'  a  fmali  tfowri  two  mHfes  dHlatrf  from 
Friedland,  arid  thfcc  from  the  frontiers  of  Sildia, 
he^  perceived  a  lafrgc  corps,  and  hear!  from 
fome  frigitrves  and  ipies  that  this  was  a  Saixon 
c6rps,  under  tfte  command  of  t'o^Mit  Saxe,  re- 
inforced  by  tWo  thoufand  Atiftrftn  grenadiers. 
Einfiedel,  ^ho  had  never  bceri ina fimijar fitu^ 
ation,  lort  ail'fltmilds;  he  remained  long  un- 
determiricd^  wherfici-  he  ftiouId;attack  the  Saxons, 
who  were  intrfenched  behind  heaped-iip  -  fnow, 
or  whcthei-  hfe  fhould  tfaverfe  Lufatia  to  gain 
Silefia,     The  eriehiy  had  fo  cncmnbcrcd  the 
road  to  Friedliand,  with  rubbiffi,  that  it  tv^s 
become  impradicable  in  this  feafon. 

Count  Rottenibourg,  perceiving  that  the  in- 
certitude of  !Einfiedel  would  fulTer  the  troops  to 
perifli  with  cold  and  hunger,  caufed  the  roads 
of  Lufatia  to  be  reconnoitred,  and  determined 
to  attack  count  Saxe;  taking  all  cbnfequenccs  I 

upon  bimfelf.  A  captain  named  Cottwitz,  by 
birth  a  Saxon,  deferted  during  night,  and  in- 
formed count  Saxe  of  lihe  defigns  of  Rott^m- 
Ijourgr     The  latter,  feeing  himfelf  betrayed, 

profited  ) 
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ppoffted  bybrcad^Iitiftif.  crBiarly  ns^  mann- 
ing, he  began  his  manib^isaflemqredljufacuu 
Vhk^  $aiU)MXftrc  wholfyiwcQ^bd  iobnaoiing 
didir  d^fmiX; :  and  i  (tey  MOeiv^  iiifeiroaiicHi 
la  the  (kmt  time  tcharatx^e  body  of^flcbf&tis, 
iBKhsn  ^eaenU'Nai&a>>'')«as  imi^iQg'itfaiicMi^ 
Sitfefia^  XQiiOl  Mipoaihsiiitin  dbc  z^^  Thbf 
mtMfo  amt]&cl(  li}r:cfii^aBlslligoice.tfiicit(\e  gtt> 
ii£xi  of  Pia^ ioktimateiifrfet^ed.  At  Anccem^ 
iioui^  conmued  hkotifrch,/  one  coidnel  Vk^t 
thum>  vrho'commtndel  oqi  the  fraadeh  cf^Lui- 
(tmy  vpiihdd  td  (»^fxife  ium:  apk  bis  padEi^; 
but  irfaca  he  pctotirid .Acrtotaikhctiwiidkc  PruG 
fidti^i  ii/hom  kr  |iad  co'eainnmcpr,  isc  defiflcd. 
The  Saxon  jgasenL  Arnbeigs^  ^iBder  iwhsife  cr^ 
<lers^  he  ^»as^'  feao  another ^oficer  Icnikittrcepc 
due  aaanch  dT  the  Fiufi^ns  i  tiue&dtembourg^ 
<Hrenrhclmiiig  him .  m^h  cbvtfitks^  ptiri«ied  his 
route^  and  drrived  the  i^ch^of  Botsmber  on 
the  frontiers  of  Sskfia^  where  ttie&  ocoops  were 
«mp}o^to  focxii^aicbain  iof  qoamdrs^  eictcod'- 
ing  &oai  Lufatiato  thecoustj  bfGbili^f . 

.  Suudi  was  the  tiod  ^  a'.caGQpniga'the  prepa*- 
iratives  for  which  befpok^  the>  oaofl:  fortguatc 
iucccfs. '  Thh  gcaod  araiameni^  whkh  was  t^ 
fwaUov  up  Bohemia^  aod  -eiok  inimdate  An^ 
(lria>  h^  the  face  of  dipeficmaus  armada^.  pro« 

Qouinccd 


nounced  mvinctblc^  wfaich  FfaUip-  IL  of  Spaa 
fent  to  conquer  Eogla^   .        !  .  . 

, .  It  mnft.be  iUovsd  dut  k  is  more  difficult  CO 
make  5var  in  Bobemin  tM&  io  any  ocber  counory* 
/Thts  kitgdom  is  lunfcmnded  by  a  i  chain  of 
nouncsins^  which  reader  invAfion  ati^^  notfreat 
tdike  dangerous.  ^  The  city  of  Px:agtie, .  when 
taken^  muft  have  ^n  army  for  s  ganrifbn;  which 
too  nuich  enfeebles  the  main  b6dy  diat  is  to  a& 
agamft  thfe  enemy.  Magames  can  only  be 
colle&ed  there  in  wint^^  when  the  rigpur  of 
the  (eafon  obliges  thi^  ii^bitants,  to  remaia  in 
their  villages.  Some  fertile  difttifts  may  fupply 
ilibliftence  for  grand  armies :  gnis  and  hay  mH 
not  there' be  wanting;  but  other  mountainous  and 
woody  circles  are  too  barreD>  for  an  army  ta 
remain  in  them  long.  Beiide  that  Bohemia  con^ 
tains  no  tenable  fbrtrefs;  and^  if  the  Auftrians 
wi(h  to  chafe  the  enemy,  from  this  kingdom 
without  coming  to  battle,,  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  ftarve  him,  by  cutting  off  all  com** 
munication.  The  chain  of  mounuins,  which 
furround  Bohemia,  fupply  every  thing  that  an 
intelligent  officer  can  defire,  from  defiles  and 
pofts,  proper  to  intercept  convoys.  Only  one 
method  can  be  taken  to  conquer  this  kingdom. 
•    No  general  commiued  more  fault;  than  did 

the 
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the  kjng>  during  this  campaign*  Th&firft,  cer* 
tainly»  was  that  of  not  providing  magazines^ 
luffident  to  maintain  bis  army  fix  months  in  Bo- 
hemia* It  is  well  known  that,  to  raife  the  great 
fupetftrudture  of  an  army,  it  muft  be  remem- 
bered the  belly  is  the  foundation.  But  this  was 
not  all.  He  entered  Saxony,  although  he  knew 
that  the  Saxons  had  acceded  to  the  treaty  of 
Worms;  therefore,  he  either  fliould  have 
obliged  them  to  change  fides  or  have  crulhed 
them  before  he  had  fet  foot  in  Bohenua.  He 
laid  fiege  to  Prague,  and  fent  a  feeble  detach- 
ment to  Beraun  againft  Bathiani.  Had  not  the 
troops  enacted  prodigies  of  valour,  they  mud 
have  been  loft.  Prague  being  taken,  good 
policy  certainly  required  he  (hould  immediately 
march,  with  the  half  of  his  army,  againft  Ba- 
thiani; ruin  him  before  the  arrival  of  prince 
Charles,  and  take  the  magazine  of  Pilfen ;  the 
lofs  of  which  would  have  prevented  the  return 
of  die  Auflxians  into  Boheiwa.  They  would 
have  been  obliged  again  to  amafs  fubfiflence, 
which  requires  time;  fo  that,  to  them,  the 
campaign  would  have  been  loft.  If  fufficient 
zeal  were  not  (hewn  in  fupplying  the  Pruffian 
magazines,  the  fault  muft  not  be  imputed  to 
the  king,  but  to  the  contra&ors,  who  received 
the  money  and  left  the  magazines  empty. 

VOL.  Xf   PART  II.  K  But 
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But  how  might  the  king  have  the  weakiie(s 
to  adopt  marfhal  de  Bellehle^s  projed  for  the 
campaign,  which  led  him  to  Tabor  and  Bud- 
weisy  when  he  himfelf  flowed  that  this  prqje6b 
was  neither  conformable  to  preicnt  circum- 
ftances,  his  own  intereft^  nor  the  laws  of  war } 
It  is  erroneous  to  carry  condeicenfioa  too  br. 
The  commiffion  of  thb  enot  drew  on  numerous 
others.  Was  he  juftiBed  in  patting  his  army 
into  cantonments^  when  the  enemy  was  en« 
camped  within  a  ;n>arch  of  his  quarters }  The 
advantage  of  the  camp»gA  was  wholly  for  the 
Auftrians.  Marlhal  Traun  aded  the  p*it  of 
Sertorius,  and  the  king  tlat  of  Pompey#  The 
condudb  of  the  marfhal  is  a  perfed  models  which 
every  general  who  delights  in  his  profelfiSoft 
ought  to  ftudy,  and  if  he  has  the  abilities  to 
imitate.  The  king  himfelf  owned  that  he  re- 
garded that  campaign  as  his  fchool  in  the  art  of 
war,  and  Traun  as  hb  preceptor*  Good  for- 
tune is  often  more  fatal  to  princes  than  adver- 
fity:  during  the  former  they  are  intoxicated 
with  prefuraption,  the  fecond  renders  them  cir- 
cumfpeft  and  modeft. 
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without  lofs;  becaufe,  being  made  timely,  the 
Auflrians  had  no  opportunity  of  profiting  by 
them.  The  king  then  faw  hioifelf  obliged  to 
return  into  Silefia;  that,  in  concert  with  the 
old  prince  of  Anhalt,  be  might  take  meafures 
capable  of  deranging  the  projefts  of  prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine. 

The  prince  of  Anhalt  collefted  a  large  body, 
near  Neifs.  On  the  7th  of  January*,  he  pafled 
the  river  and  hiarched  immediately  to  the  ene- 
my. His  troops  diurnally  aflembled  at  break 
of  day;  and,  when  night  came  on,  went  into 
clofe  cantonments.  Traun,  on  his  approach, 
abandoned  the  poll  of  NeufUdt,  and  fell  back 
on  the  road  to  Moravia.  The  Aufbians,  in 
this  retreat,  lay  five  days  in  the  fnow;  many  of 
thiem  perifhed  with  cold,  and  many  deferted^ 
The  prince  of  Anhalt  could  only  come  up  with  a 
part  of  their  rear-guard,  fome  of  whom  he  made 
prifoners;  after  which  he  took  poft  at  Jaegern- 
dorflf  and  Troppau.  Naffau,  with  a  corps  of 
fix  thoufand  men,  cleared  Upper  Silefia,  to- 
ward Ratibor  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Oder, 
of  the  Hungarians  by  whom  it  was  infixed. 
Lehwald,  with  a  like  number  of  troops,  re- 
turned to  Glatz,  to  chafe  the  Auftrians  out  of 
this  country,  in  which  they  wiQied  to  eftabliih 
themfelves.    Naffau  eafily  diflodged  the  Hun- 

garians 
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garians  from  Troppau,  and  fell  fuddenly  on 
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petuoufly  and  audacioufly  upon  the  enemy  that 
they  drove  him  from  his  pod.  The  Auftrians 
attertipted  to  form  again,  in  a  wood  which  was 
behind  the  field  of  battle;  but  they  were  pre- 
vented  by  the  Pruflian  grenadiers,  by  whom 
they  were  purfued  with  the  bayonet.  On  the 
back  of  the  wood  was  a  fmall  plain,  and  beyond 
this  a  coppice,  by  which  the  enemy  a  fecc  .d 
time  endeavoured  to  prpfit ;  but  they  were  at- 
tacked with  fuch  ardour  that  the  confufion  and 
fiight  became  general. 

Lehwald  had  not  above  four  hundred  huffars^ 
which  number  was  thought  fiiffici^nf ',  in  a  hilly 
and  difficult  country.    Ilad  he  been  flxonger 
}n  cavalry,    few  of  the   enemy   could  have 
efcaped.     Thisc6rps,  which  fled  into  Bdkenva, 
loft  nine  hundred  tntti  on  the  occafion*    The 
Pruffians  took  three  cannon  and  one  hundred 
prifoners,  tod  only   loft  thirty  foldicrs  killed 
and  wounded.    The  brave  colonel  Gaudi^  an 
bfficer  of  reputation,  was  highly  regretted :    he 
had  rendered  an  important  fervice  to  the  late 
king,  at  the  fiege  of  Stralfund,  where  he  pointed 
out  a  paffage,  by  which  the  intrenchment  of 
the  Swedes  might  be  taken,  by  turning  it  to- 
ward the  fea,   which  then  was  at  ebb.     Succefs 
fo  rapid  encouraged  the  Pruflians,  and  deprived 
the  troops  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  of  all  defire 

to 
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to  prolong  the  campaign.  Each  party  returned 
into  winter  quarters,  where  they  peacefully  re- 
mained. 

Fortune  had  likewife  (hewn  another  mark  of 
favour,  in  behalf  of  the  Pruflians,  by  the  birth  , 
of  a  prince*,  fon  of  the  prince  and  princefs  of 
Pruffia.  This  afcertained  the  fucceffion  to  the 
reigning  branch,  which  tiH  then  had  only  ex- 
tended to  the  three  brothers  of  the  king. 

The  court  of  Berlin  waited  the  arrival  of 
marfhal  dc  Belleide,  whom  Louis  XV.  fent  to 
his  allies,  that  he  might  ccJacert  meafLires  with 
them  for  the  opening  of  the  approaching  cam- 
paign. The  marftial  had  repaired  to  Munich, 
and  from  tlicnce  to  Caflel,  where  he  was  ad- 
vifed  not  to  pafs  through  the  deflorate  of  Ha- 
nover, on  his  road  to  ]^?rli;i.  A  furcr  route  Airas 
indicate^,  which  took  him  by  the  Eichsfcld  to 
Halberftadr.  The  marfhal,  inflated  with  his 
charafter  of  mnbaflador  and  tide  of  prince  of 
the  empire,  rcjo^ed  the  cs^utionj  and,  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  obftinacy, .  took  the  iifuni  road. 
Scarcely  had  he  arrived  at  £1  bine  erode  be- 
fore he  was  arreftcd  by  the  Hanoyerian  drs^- 
go(Mis.  He  had  the  pvefencc  of  mind  to  deftroy 
his  papers.  He  was  led  in  triuniph  to  Hano- 
ver, the  council  of  which  applauded  itfclf  for 

•  September  25,  1744- 
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having  taken  a  marihal  of  France,  the  confi- 
dential perfon  of  the  league  of  Frankfort,  and 
one  who  enafted  fo  fuperior  a  part  in  Europe* 
He  was  fent  to  England,  where  Windfor-caftle 
became  his  prifon,  and  where  he  remained  fomc 
months,  not  being  exchanged  till  after  the 
battle  of  Fontenoy. 

The  pride  of  the  king  of  France  fuffered  by 
the  affront  the  Hanoverians  gave  him,  in  the 
perfon  of  his  ambaffador.  At  Verfailles  it  was 
affirmed  the  Hanoverians  had,  in  this  inftance, 
failed  in  the  refpeft  due  to  the  Imperial  crown, 
and  the  rights  of  nations,  by  arrefting  a  man  of 
a  public  character,  like  a  thief,  on  the  high 
road.  At  Lx)ndon  they  replied  that,  after  war 
was  declared,  any  French  officer  who,  without 
paffport,  (hould  enter  the  territories  of  the  king 
of  England,  might  legally  be  taken :  that  they 
regarded  marihal  de  Belleiile  as  an  officer,  and 
not  as  an  ambaflador,  the  latter  character  not 
being  indubitable,  and  only  real  at  the  court  to 
which  he  was  fent  in  tW  capacity*  In  reality, 
this  was  only  an  ad  of  revenge,  on  the  part  of 
the  king  of  England,  to  humble  marihal  de 
Belleiile,  George  regarded  him  as  the  author 
of  the  German  war,  as  the  man  who  had  obliged 
hitn  to  give  his  vote  in  favour  of  Charles  VII. 
and  by  whom  he  h^d  been  conftr^ned,  in  1741, 

k  to 
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xo  accept  a  neutrality,  when  marfhal  de  Maillc- 
bois  threatened  his  electorate.  Marfliai  de 
Belleiile  therefore  was  held  to  be  the  fwom 
enemy  of  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick. 

Louis  XV.  to  thefe  public  vexations  had 
others  of  a  private  nature.  The  dutchefs  of 
Chateauroux,  bani(hed  from  Metz,  died  of 
grief,  at  being  fo  rigoroufly  treated.  The  re- 
covery of  the  king  awakened  his  former  fires. 
Love,  offended  by  religion,  took  vengeance 
in  turn,  by  rekindling,  with  additional  force  in 
the  heart  of  the  king,  his  paffion  for  his  miftrefs. 
At  the  moment  that  her  return  was  in  agitation, 
news  was  received  of  her  death.  Never  did 
facrament  occalion  fo  much  remorfe  as  that 
which  Louis  XV.  had  received  at  Metz.  He 
reproached  himfelf  with  the  death  of  a  perlbn 
whom  he  had  tenderly  loved,  felt  defires  he 
was  unable  to  gratify,  and  his  ineffeftual  regret 
fo  violently  agitated  his  fenfibility  that,  for  a 
time,  he  retired  from  the  world.  The  iUnefs 
of  this  prince,  fatal  as  it  was  to  his  allies  and 
his  mifbrefs,  procured  him  the  bed  fatisfadion 
A  fover.eign  can  enjoy;  it  procured  him  the 
name  of  Louis  the  well  beloved;  an  epithet 
preferable  to  that  of  faint,  or  great;  which  lad 
flattery  often,  but  truth  feldom,  bcfbws  on 
kings. 

If 
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.  If  the  king  of  France  was  counteradted  in  b» 
views^  Pri|ffia,was  cxpofed  to  more  real  mif- 
jToro^ie^  .afic;r  d^  difgraceful  campaign  of  1 744. 
In  fio)iemia/  from  an  auxiliary  ihe  became  a 
principal  i©  tne  war  j  the  theatre  of  which  was 
traiifpojued  dxm  M(^^^  to  the  frontiers  of 
Silefia*)  Tchc  ill-will  of  the  Saxons  was  fiiffi- 
xi^ntlyi'miinifcft  to  jforefee  that,  if  it  depended 
upo^  4iem,  th^y  Airould  eadeavour  to  render 
the  Pni(pag  ftfit^s  the  feat  of  war.  To  repel 
Xhefc  tsiemics  exorbitant  expeiuce^  were  necef* 
faryj  and.  even  thefe  fcarccly  cqcH  enfiure  the 
flat  xrount^'inrom  ruin.  Such  coiifideratioDs 
cai^fed^pei^  to  be  con(idered  as  the  fole  means 
of  retidnijnrom  fo  critical  a  fituation^  France 
^vas  eng^fagSlr  efficaciouily  to  a05ft  the  Fruffians. 
Tbp  Jci^gi^  w^e  a  pathetic  letter  to  Louis  XV. 
r^^li^'xhcfe  ehg^tgements  to  naind.  By  the 
imfw^r;  of  the  latter  it  appeared  that  he  was 
^s  yfifeeliog  for  the  jntercft  of  his  allies  as  he 
was  fetffible  to  what  concerned  himfelf.  Tht 
PobwiiSji  war  however  was  purpofely  under- 
taken to  fave  Alfatia. 

'  J^qthing  was  wanting  more  to  embroil  the 
politics  of  the  European  pov/ers  except  the 
death  of  ^the  emperor  Charles  VIL  which  ac- 
fordingly  happened^  on  the  i8th  of  Jahuary^ 
1745,  This  emperor  carried  benevolence  to 
^ /ii  cxccfsj 
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cxcefs,  and  liberality  to  fuch  an  extreme  that 
he  was  himfelf  reduced   to  indigence.      He 
twice  loft  his  ftates ;  and,  had  not  death  pre- 
vented the  misfortunes  which  awaited  him,  a 
third  time  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  leave 
his  capital  hke  a  fugitive.     This  was  the  period 
of  the  diflblution  of  the  league  of  Frankfort, 
which  had  already  been  infringed  by  the  French, 
who  had  not  fulfilled  any  one  article  of  that 
alliance.     The  name  of  the  emperor  had  rea- 
dered  the  affociation  of  thofe  princes  who  had 
taken  up  his  defence  legal ;  the  proceedings  had 
all  been  conformable  to  the  laws  (l^t;he. empire. 
No  fooner  was  he  dead  than  the  owd&  of  this 
combination  was  deftroyed.     The^^dnces  of 
die  empire  had  no  longer  any  common  caufe; 
nor  did  the  fame  interefts  any  longer:  attach 
them  to  Pruffia.  !^ 

It  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  the  new  houfe  of 
Auftria  would  make  all  poffible  efforts  to  re* 
gain  poffeffion  of  the  Imperial  crown..  The 
death  of  the  emperor  was  reg^ded  at  Verfailles 
as  a  happy  cataftrophe,  which  would  relieve 
France  from  her  embarraflments.  She  was 
tired  of  paying  him  cpnfiderable  fubfidies;.  an4 
Oie  flattered  herfelf  (he  could  make  a  good 
exchange,  of  the  Imperial  crown  for  a  lucrative 
ptaceji  with  the  queen  of  Hungary.     The  court 

'       of 
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of  Vienna  had  the  utmoft  advantage  in  what 
related  to  the  eledion ;  becaufe  that  a  third  of 
the  eleftors  were  in  the  pay  of  England ;  and 
becaufe   the  eleftor  of  Mayence,    whofe  in- 
fluence was  of  weight  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
empire,  was  devoted  to  the  queen  of  Hungary. 
And  who  was  the  candidate  that  could  be  op- 
pofed  to  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany  ?    The 
eleftor  Palatine  was  too  feeble.     The  young 
eleftor  of  Bavaria  was  not,  according  to  the 
law  of  the  golden  bull,  yet  of  age.     The  Im-. 
perial  throne  was  held  to  be  incompatible  with 
that  of  Poland ;  therefore  the  eledor  of  Saxony 
feemed  to  be  excluded.     Thus  was  there  only 
the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany ;  who  was  fupported 
by    the    armies  of  the    queen    of  Hungary, 
Englifh  gold,  and  the  intrigues  of  the  clergy.   . 
The  court  of  Verfailles  felt  the  difficulties 
(he  had  to  encounter,  at  prefent!,  in  excluding 
the  grand  duke  from  the  throne.     Yet  did  (he 
wifh  to  raife  up  rivals,  that  the  conditions  of 
accommodation  might  be  more  advantageous. 
Count  Saxe  moft  contributed  to    make    the 
choice  of  the  court  fall  on  Auguftus  III.  king 
of  Poland.     Mr.  d'Argenfon  warmly  efpoufed 
the  idea ;  hoping,  by  this  competitorfhip,   to , 
embroil  Auguftus  with  the  qiieen  of  Hungar)^ 
Ht  expeded  to  find  no  oppofitioa  to  the' exe- 
cution 
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cution  of  this  defign,  except  from  Pruflia; 
being  exaftly  Informed  of  the  fubjeds  of  dif- 
Content  vyhich  fubfifted  between  the  two  kings. 

The  king  of  Poland  had,  in  effeft,  negledcd 
nothing  to  render  the  king  of  Pruflia  irrecon- 
cileable.  From  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 744, 
he  had  attempted  to  make  the  republic  of 
Poland  accede  to  the  alliance  which  he  had 
lately  concluded  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  and 
which  was  property  no  more  than  a  renovation 
of  the  guarantee  of  the  Pragmatic  fandion. 
He  reprefented  to  the  diet,  at  Wariaw,  the 
neceflity  of  augmenting  the  army  of  the  crown 
to  twenty  thoufand  men,  that  he  might  refift 
the  defigns  of  an  ambitious  neiglibour,  who 
would  immediately  fall  upon  the  republic.  He 
Concluded  an  offenfive  and  defenfive  alliance 
with  Ruflia;  which  was  every  where  whifpercd 
to  be  againft  Pruffia.  Having  pafled  through 
Silefia,  to  rep^r  to  the  diet  of  Poland,  there 
was  no  deceit  he  did  not  fpread,  as  well  at 
Warfaw  as  at  other  European  courts,  concern- 
ing the  little  regard  that  was  fliewn  to  his  pcr- 
fon  and  his  family;  though  every  refpeft  was 
paid  him  which  is  due  to  crowned  heads.  The 
paflage  of  the  Pruflian  troops  through  Saxony 
made  him  exclaim  ftill  louder.  As  an  example, 
it  was    alleged  that,   in  the  year   171J,   the 

Saxons 
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Saxons    had    pafled   through    Brandenbourg^ 
to  attack  the  Swedes.     Thefe  examples  were 
found  right,  in  one  cafe ;  wrong,  in  the  other. 
Attention  had  been  paid  to  the  interefts  of  the 
king  of  Poland,   by   offering   to    marry    his 
daughter,  the  princefi  Marian,  to  the  fon  of 
the  emperor.      The  French  and  Pruffian  miai- 
fters  did  not  even  fpare  very  confiderable  temp- 
tations to  gain  €ount  *  *  *  ;f',   and  to  perfuadc 
him  to  take  part  with  the  emperor,  but  all  ia 
vain:   the  place  was  already  feized  on,  and 
occupied,  by  the  Englifli,  the  Auftrians,  and 
the  Ruffians.     So  many  marks  of  ill-will,  on 
'  the  part  of  the  Saxons,  did  not,  previous  to  the 
war,  prevent  the  king  from  permitting  fix  re- 
giments, they  had  in  Poland,  to  travcHc  Silefia 
on  their  march  into  Lufatia. 

According  to  the  treaty  between  the  king  of 
Poland  and  the  queen  of  Hungary,  he  was, 
in  cafe  of  war,  only  to  furni(h  fix  thoufand 
men.  No  fooner  were  the  Pruffians  in  Bohemia 
than  twenty -two  thoufand  Saxons  joined  the 

f  Count  Brubh  Aflerifins  occur  whererer  this  minifier 
of  PoIancT  and  Sazonj  it  meant.  An  expedient  fo  puerilft 
muft  have  been  imagined  by  the  editor:  the  inveteracy  of 
Frederic  was  too  glaring,  too  Attp^  too  outrageous,  tQ 
admit  of  fuch  fidfe  delicacy,  by  which  nothing  i%  concealed* 
The  tranilator  however  has  conformed  to  his  original.    T. 

7  Auflriansi 
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Auftrians ;  and  Saxony  forbade  the  paflage  of 
thfe  Pruffian  fubfiftence  and  ammunition.  This 
was  equivalent  to  a  formal  declaratioa  of  war.  v^ 
The  king  of  Pruffia  thought  propeif  to  inform 
thcfe  neighbours,  fb  forioufly  his  fenemics,  of' 
the  danger  they  were  bringing  upon  themfelves. 
The  information,  which  was  perhaps  fll-timed, 
offended  their  vanity,  and  increafed  the  hatred 
they  had'  to  the  Pruflians.  When  the  latter 
abtodoned  Boheittia,  count  ♦  *  ♦  attributed 
their  misfortunes  to  his  abilities ;  affirmed  the 
queen  of  Huiigafy  owed  Bohemia  to  the  valour 
rf  the  Saxon  troops ;  and  vaunted  of  having 
driven  back  the  Pruffians. 

Not  contented  with  this  rliodpmontade,  it 
was  the  wife  of  his  heart  to  involve  the  king  of 
Prufli^  and  the  rfepuMic  of  Poland  in  a  quarreL 
It  is  neceflkry  to  recolleft  that  there  is  a  fevere 
law,  in  the  republic,  againft  thofe  who  (hould 
corrupt  a  member  of  the  diet.  The  covmt,  by 
the  aid  of  bribery,  prevailed  on  a  ftarofte, 
named  Wilczewlky,  to  declare,  in  open  diet, 
that  the  Pruffian  minifter  had  comipted  him 
Urith  a  bribe  of  Ave  thoufand  ducats;  which 
declaration  he  made  with  fo  repentant  an  air, 
and  in  a  tone  of  fo  much  truth,  as  to  induce 
belief.  But  he  was  feverely  examined  j^id  con- 
founded by  his  own  depofitions.     The  diet  of 

Grodno 
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Grodno  immediately  broke  up ;  after  having  rc-» 
jeded  the  alliance  of  Auflria,  and  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  army. 

Poland^  at  that  time,  fwarmed  with  male- 
contents  ;  as  is  ufual  in  republican  ftates,  where 
liberty  only  fubfifts  by  the  different  parties  that 
alternately  overawe  the  ambition  of  contending 
factions.  Thefe  malecontents  offered  the  king 
of  Pruifia  to  enter  into  a  confederation,  againft 
the  families  of  Czartoriniky  and  Potocky ;  or, 
properly  fpeaking,  againft  Auguftus  III.  *  This 
would  have  raifed  the  king  of  Poland  fome 
difficulties;  but  the  king  of  Pruffia,  hr  from 
defiring  to  blow  up,  wifliing  to  extinguifti  the 
embers  of  war,  had  the  moderation  to  counfel 
thefe  Palatines  not  to  difturb  the  peace  of  their 
country.  He  even  offered  this  prince,  by 
whom  he  had  been  fo  highly  offended,  and  who 
wifhed  to  return  into  Saxony,  every  fecurity 
he  could  defire  on  his  paffage  through  Silelia. 
The  refufal  of  Auguftus  did  not  panake  of  that 
politenefs  which  formerly  reigned  at  his  court. 
He  took  the  road  through  MoraVia,  the  conqueft 
of  which  he  had  meditated  in  1742.  He  had 
a  conference  with  the  emperor  at  Olmutz ;  and 

*  He  hai  before  been  called  Augufiui  11.  part  u 
page  41.  That  is,  as  king  of  Poland,  Avguftus  II.  and,  at 
ejedor  of  Saxony,  Auguftus  III.    T. 

from 
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irorid  thence  he  continued  his  journey,  by 
Prague  to  Drefd^n.  *  *  *  and  the  queen  paffed 
through  Vienna,  where  they  gathered  the  fruits 
erf*  their  politics* 

No  fooner  was  *  *  *  returned  to  Drefden 
than  he  expedited  his  *iir{t  clerk,  a  man  of  con* 
fidence,  one  Saul,  to  the  court  of  Vicnrla,  to 
regulate,  with  Bartenftein  the  minifter  of  the 
queen  of  Hungary,  the  partition  of  Silefia. 
This  was  a  fecret  article,  in  addition  to  the 
treaty  of  Warfaw.  The  principalities  of  Glogau 
and  Sagau  were  promifed  to  the  king  of  Poland, 
who  engaged  that  his  troops  Ihould  aft  of- 
fenfively  in  Silefia;  that  he  would  renounce 
his  pretcnfions  to  the  Imperial  crown ;  and 
that  he  would  vote  for  the  grand  duke  of 
Tufcany.  He  further  offered  to  increafe  his 
auxiliary  corps  to  thirty  thoufand  men.  Some 
people  differ  concerning  the  advantages  which 
the"  queen  of  Hungary  promifed  the  king  of 
Poland  ;  and  pretend  that  the  court  of  Vienna 
merely  undertook  to  guard  his  interefts  at  the 
general  peace ;  and'  that  it  promifed  to  count 
*  *  *  the  principalitjrof  Tcfchen,  with  the  dig- 
nity of  prince  of  the  empire.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  litrie  apparent  that  the  king  (hould  be  fe- 
duced  by  thefe  latter  conditions.  Probability 
gives  force  to  the  partition  of  Silefia,  ftipulated 
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by  the  treaty,  and  appearances  arc  flxeagthencd 
becaufe  that  the  count  de  St*  Severing  th^ 
French  ambaflador  in  Poland^  imagined  be  had 
difcovered  thU  particular,  whicji  was  generally 
enough  noUed  abroad. 

So  many  treaties  between  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Drefden  increafed  that  umbrage  which 
Pruffia  could  not  but  take.  The  time  of  march- 
ing into  field  drew  on.  Cagnoni,  the  Pruffian 
envoy  at  Drefden,  received  orders  to  demand 
an  explanation,  from  count  *  *  ♦,  concerning 
the  ufe  to  which  the  Saxon  troops,  that  were 
in  Bohemia,  were  deftined;  and,  in  a  word^ 
to  obtain  a  Categorical  declaration,  whether 
thefe  troops  would  or  woidd  not  attack  the  pro- 

•  

vinces  under  the  government  of  Pruflia.  ♦  *  * 
anfwered  eVaiively  and  endeavoured  to  diilem- 
ble  intentions  which  were  known  to  all  Europe. 
Such  were  the  terms  on  which  the  two  courts 
were,  when  Fi'^ncc  propofed  to  place  the  Im- 
perial crown  on  the  head  of  an  enemy,  by 
whom  die  king  had  been  fo  grievoully  offended. 
Had  he  confulted  his  refentment  only,  he  would 
inftantly  have  rejected  fuch  a  propofition.  He 
was  more  modccate.  Good  policy  required  he 
{hould  employ  all  .poffible  means  to  diiunite 
the  two  courts  that  were  leagued  againft  him; 
for,  (hould   the   king  of  Poland  be  flattered 

bv 
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by  tlif  fide  of  emp^or^  his  pretcnfions  and 
ik^fe  of  the  queen  of  Hungary  muft  render 
them  irreconoileatWe  foes*  The  king  would  then 
have  had  excdlent  diverfion;  for,  by  coming 
to  an  accommodation  with  the  houfe  of  Auflria, 
he  might  fruftrate  Auguftus  of  the  throne  for 
which  he  caballed. 

But  the  projeft  of  France  was,  in  execution^ 
impoffible.  The  Imperial  and  Polifh  crowns 
cannot  be  united  on  the  fame  head.  Hence 
it  wa«  previoufly  requifite  Auguftus  (hould  ab- 
dicate that  of  Poland,  which  he  was  not  per- 
mitted to  do,. according  to  the  laws  of  the  king- 
dom. The  king  of  Pruffia,  therefore,  made 
Ao  difficulty  in  iigreeing  to  whatever  France 
required,  of  ading  conjunfkivdy  in  the  per- 
formance of  fo  chimerical  a  projeft.  The  ne« 
gotiation  at  Berlin  had  been  committed  to  the 
chevdier  de  Court,  who  expe&ed  to  have 
found  more  reiiftance  on  the  part  of  the  king, 
in  what  related  to  the  elevation  of  his  enemy  j 
and  he  fuppofed  his  confent  was  a  mark  of  con- 
defceofion  for  the  court  of  France. 

But  the  king  had  no  reafon  to  be  equally 
well  fatisfied  with  the  plans  Which  this  ambaf- 
fador  propofed,  for  the  enfuing  campaign.  In 
defpite  of  honeyed  words,  it  was  perceptible 
that  France  had  no  intention  to  make  any  ef« 
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forts  in  favour  of  her  allies.  No  arrangement 
could  be  obtained  for  the  fubfiftence  of  thd 
army  of  Bavaria.  The  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign was  to  be  deferred  as  long  as  poffible. 
The  Germans  were  to  befiege  Paflau,  the 
French  IngoWftadt,  and  no  one  troubled  him- 
felf  concerning  the  attempts  the  Auftrians 
might  make  in  the  mean  time.  The  army  of 
Maillebois  had  retired  from  the  Lahn  behind 
the  Maine  :  this  the  French  wi(hed  to  rein- 
force, and  leave  inaftive.  The  chief  flrength 
of  the  monarchy  was  to  be  exerted  in  Flan- 
ders ;  where  Louis  XV.  had  refolved  to  make 
a  fecond  campaign  :  and  the  diverfion  into  the 
elcftorate  of  Hanover,  flipulated  in  the  treaty 
of  Verfailles,  was  now  abfolutely  rcjefted. 

After  the  king  had  exhaufted  all  the  reafon^ 
he  could  urge,  to  induce '  the  French  ambafla- 
dor  to  change  his  opinion.  Re  wrote  a  kind  of 
memorial,  and  fent  it  to  Louis  XV.  in  which 
the  miUtary  operations  were  adapted  to  the  po- 
litical views  of  the  pvo  courts,  and  their  move- 
ments arranged  according  to  prcfent  fituations, 
prefent  circumftances,  and  the  poffibility  of 
execution.  It  was  there  propofed,  the  army  of 
Maillebois  Ihould  pafs  the  Lahn,  and  enter 
Franconia,  Weftphalia,  and  the  circle  of  the 
.Lower  Rhine,  in  order  to  we  the  eleftor  of 
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Hanover,  and  prevent  him  from  fending  fuc- 
cours  into  Bohemia,  to  favour  the  eleftion  of 
the  grand  duke.  This  army  would  likewifc 
"^  fervc  as  a  check  to  thefe  circles,  and  to  proteft 
the  ele<9tor  palatine  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle, 
with  the  other  allies  of  the  deceafed  emperor. 
Should  fuch  means  even  be  infufficient  totally 
to  exclude  the  grand  duke  from  the  Imperial 
throne,  they  would  ftill  empower  the  French  to 
keep  the  ^leftion  in  fufpenfc;  and  whoever 
gains  time  gains  every  thing. 

In  like  manner,  the  king  iniifled  that  fubfift- 
cnce  fliould  be  provided  for  die  army  pf  Bavaria, 
as  well  ^  a  good  general ;  and  that  this  army 
fliould  aflemble  as  foon  as  the  Auflrians  began 
to  leave  their  quarters ;  in  order  that  the  Pruf- 
lians  and  Bavarians  fhould  unite  their  efTorts, 
againft  the  gommon  enemy.  He  alfo  informed 
his  allies  that  the  campaign  of  x  744  had  made 
him  renounce  the  maxim  of  purfuing  his  plans 
with  fo  much  ardour;  and  that  hfe  would  no 
longer  penetrate  far  into  the  provinces  of  the 
queen  of  Hupgary,  uijefs  he  coyld  be  fupplied 
with  provifions.  That,  having  the  Auflrians 
and  Saxons  his  enemies,  and  being  likewife 
menaced  by  the  Ruffians,  he  had  need  to  re- 
double his  caution;  and  that,  if  the  French 
did  not;  take  good  me^fures  to  counter^  the 

L  3  Imperial 
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Imperial  election*  he  Ihould  be  obliged  to  nuke 
peace  with  the  que^n  of  Hungary. 

The  French,  on  this,  fent  Mr.  de  Valori  to 
Drefden,  to  perfuade  the  king  of  Poland  to  con- 
tend for  the  Imperial  throne  j  but  the  tredfty  of 
Warfaw,  the  afcend^ncy  of  the  RufiKans  at  that 
court,  and  Englilh  guineas,  tied  up  the  hands 
of  Saxony* 

This  prelude  confirmed  the  Court  of  Berlin 
in  the  opinion  that  the  grand  duke  would  be- 
come emperor;  that  the  allied  army  would  be 
unfortunate,  in  Bavaria;  that  the  French  were 
tonly  intent  on  the  campaign  of  Flander? ;  and 
that  their  allies  would  do  >yifely  to  taS;e  care 
of  themfclvcs.  It  were  to  be  wiflied  ;hat  all 
thefe  troubles  might  have  been  pacified,  and 
the  uftlefs  effufion  of  blood  prevented :  but  the 
embers  of  difcord  caft  forth  new  fparks,  over 
s|ll  £urope,  and  the  tfeafuries  of  the  great 
powers  wer.e  not  yet  exhaufted. 

The  Pruflians,  at  all  events,  began  to  negOr 
tiate  with  the  Englifh ;  founding  their  hopes  on 
the  fuppoQtion  that  the  minds  of  men  were 
inclined  to  peace,  and  on  a  late  revolution  in 
the  Englifh  mmiftry.  Since  lord  Carteret  had 
concluded  the  treaty  of  Worms,  the  opinion  of 
the  Englifli  nation,  with  refpedt  to  him,  was 
clianged.      He   was   reproached   with    being 
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violent  and  pafSonate^  and  to  proceed  to  ex-. 
Ircmitics  from  too  great  heat.    A  general  difcon- 
tent  obliged  the  king  to  part  with  his  minifter, 
who  had  entered  into  all  his  views^  and  who^ 
under  the  appearance  of  national  gbod^   con- 
cealed every  ftep  George  made  in  favour  of  his 
cledorate.     The  king  had  the  mortification  o( 
not  being  left  to  difpofe  of  the  feals^  but  was 
obliged  to  Commit  them  to  the  duke  of  New- 
callle*    Lord  Harrington  was  made  minifter> 
tnd  the  people  called  this  new  miniftry  the 
party  of  the  Pelhams ;    becaufe   the   perfons 
who  compofed  it  were  of  that  family.     AH 
the  adherents  of  Carteret  were  difplaced,    by 
his  fucceffors;    but  they  neither  could  break 
the  treaties  he  had  concluded  nor  fuddenly  ftop 
the  impulfe  he  had  given  to  the  general  affairs 
of  Europe.     Carteret  was  deceitful,  without 
regarding  thofe  appearances  which  the  moft 
vicious   employ,    to    difguife    their   purpofes^ 
Harrington  had  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  pro-r 
bity ;  more  timid  than  his  predeceffor,  he  re- 
paired this  defeft  by  every  quality  of  a  worthy 
man« 

Encouraged  by  the  perfonal  charafter  pf  the 
minifter,  difpofitions  for  a  general  peace  were 
attempted,  through  his  means.     Tlie  following 
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is  the  iketch  of  fome  ideas  which  were  communi- 
cated to  Harrington.  Don  Philip  was  to  havq 
an  eftabliflimcnt  iji  Italy,  France  was  to  keep 
Ypres  and  Furnes,  which  (he  had  conquered. 
In  lieu  of  thefe,  Spajn  fhould,  for  twenty  y^rs 
or  more,  fuffer  the  contraband  trade  of  the 
Englilh.  The  allies  (hould  accede  to.  the  elec- 
tion of  (he  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  and  Pruf^ 
iia  remain  in  the  poffeffion  of  Silefia,  agreeable 
to  the  treaty  of  Breflau.  The  Englifh  miniftryi 
declined  negotiating,  according  to  thefe  articjesj 
for  the  king  defired  a  continuation  of  the  waf , 
and  counteraft^  every  me^ifure  of  the  Pelhams 
to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion. 

The  caufe  of  this  obftii^atc  refufal  was  at 
length  difcovered  at  the  Hague,  The  man 
of  the  greateft  genius,  ai)d  at  the  fame  tiqie  the 
moft  eloquent,  in  England,  lord  Chefterfield, 
was  then  in  Holland.  This  lord  4id  not  con- 
ceal from  count  Podewils,  die  Pruflian  ^mbaf- 
fador  to  the  States  General,  that  the  treaty  of 
Warfaw  (hackled  the  good  will  of  the  Pelhan^s; 
that,  confequenfly,  the  king  of  Pr\iffia  could 
hope  for  no  fuccefs  from  negotiation,  but; 
plight  vigoroufly  to  opppfe  flie  defigns  of  Ivs 
^nemifs,  who  fougl^t  his  dellrudlion.  Thi^ 
^id  not  prevent  the  frequent  infinuatio^is  of  the 
Pfyflian  ambaflador^j  at  London;^  from  entirely 
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conciliating  the  new  miniftry  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia ;  by  whom  he  was  affured  they  only. 
Mraited  oppominiticj  to  do  him  fervice.  Ths 
advice  of  lord  Chefterfield  was  the  beft  that 
could  be  followed. 

Negotiations  were  continued;  but  the  prin<^ 
cipal  attention  of  the  king  turned  on  every 
objeft  which  beft  might  infure  fuccefs  to  the 
following  campaign.  One  of  the  moft  impor-^ 
tant  no  doubt  was  to  form  large  magazines  in 
Silefia;  to  accomplifh  which  no.expence  was 
fpared.  Efforts  were  madcf  to  complete  the 
regiments.'  The  foldier  was  well  provided  for 
in  winter  quarters.  The  cavalry'  was  remounted 
and  completed.  More  than  fix  millions  were 
drawn  from  the ,  treafury ,  to  fupply  all  thefc 
difburfements.  A  loan  was  obtained  from  the 
States  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand 
crown?.  All  thcfe  fums  were  expended  to 
enable  the  king  to  repair,  in  1745,  the  errors 
he  had  committed  in  Bohemia,  in  1 744.  Thefc 
preparations  being  made,  the  king  departed 
from  Berlin  to  Silefia*. 

He  learnt,  on  the  road,  that  the  cleftor  of 
Bavaria  had  figned  the  treaty  of  Fuffen,  with 
the  queen  of  Hungary.  This  peace  was  thus 
Ji^rought  about.     Immediately  after  the  death 

■*  March  15th, 
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of  the  emperor,  Seckendorff  refighed  th^  com^ 
mand  of  the  army;  but  he  had  fo  ill  difpofed 
of  their  quarters  that  the  troops  were  all  fcat- 
tered ;  the  ground  they  occupied  was  too  ex- 
tenfive.  The  Auftrians,  being  mailers  of  the 
forts  and  the  courfe  of  the  Damibe,  (aw  of  what 
importance  it  was  to  them  to  fimfh,  in  one 
place,  before  they  began  their  op^ations,  in 
another;  and  judged,  by  the  poiition  of  the 
Bavarians  and  their  allies,  they  mightT  make  in 
eafy  purchafe.  Bathiani  anticipated  his  ene^ 
mics,  who  were  thrice  his  ftrength,  but  who 
did  not  intend  to  affembic  bcfere  the  end  of 
May:  at  the  head  of  twelve  thoofand  men, 
conilituting  his  whcde  force,  he  appeared  be* 
tween  Braunau  and  Scharding,  fell  upon  tho 
fcattered  quarters  of  the  allies,  and  took  Pferr- 
kirchen,  Willhofen,  and  Landftiut,  with  the 
few  magazmes  which  the  Bavarians  there  had 
amafied.  At  the  fame  time  another  Aufbrian 
detachment  pafled  the  Danube,  at  DeckendorfiT^ 
cut  off  the  Heffians  from  the  Bavarians,  obliged 
them  to  crofs  the  Inn,  afterward  to  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  drove  the  fugitive  Bavarians 
beyond  Munich.  The  young  eledtor,  fcarcely 
a  fovcreign,  was,  after  the  example  of  his  father 
and  grandfather,  obliged  to  fly  from  his  capi- 
tal.     He  retired  to  AugflxHjrg. 

Segur^ 
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Segur,  with  the  French  and  Palatines  under 
his  command,  met  a  &te  not  more  lavourable. 
He  was  beaten,  on  his  retreat,  near  Pfaffen- 
hofen.    The  Auftrians  were  in  pofleffion  of  the 
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that  he  miglit  prevail  on  the  eletSor  of  Bavaria 
•to  make  peace.  It  is,prol;)able  that  the  court  of 
-Vienna  had  given  him  a  prpfpcft  of  advantage, 
find  perhaps  had  promifed  him  that  fumj  but 
it  was  lirde  capable .  of  difcharging  fuch  a  debt, 
at  that  time. 

The  ftrohgeft'  tellimonies  ^gainft  hinx  are  the 
meafures  he  toolc  to  accelerate  -the  treaty  of 
Foflcn.  He.  produced  falfi?  memorials  to  the 
young  ^eftor;,  fhewed  him  fuppofed  letters 
from  the  king  of  Pruflia,  in  which  the  latter 
informed  him  of  the  peace  he  intended  to  conr 
elude  with  the  .queen  of  Hung^;  magnified 
imaginary  advantages,  .'which,  thp  arm^.  of  that 
princefs  .had  obtained  in  Flanders  and  Italy; 
and  conjured  him  to  .terminate  ^U  di^Terences 
with,  her,  that  he  might  avoid  totfil  ruin.  The 
cle<lor,  youthful  and  inexperienced^  was  le4 
by  the  creatures  of  the  court,  of  Vienna,  with 
whom  he  had  been  furrpunded  by  Secken- 
dorfF.  -  His  father,  the  en^peror^  had  faid  to 
him,  dying — "  Never  forget  the  feryices  which 
^f  the  kings  of  France  and  Pruflia  have  rendered 
•^  you,  nor  repay  them  with  ingratitude."—*- 
Thefe  words  were  fo  (Irong  in  his  mind  that, 
for  a  moment,  they  rendered  the  hand  that  held 
the  pen  motionlefs :  but  the.  abyfs  in  whicl^  he 
was  plunged,  t|ie  ioipoftures  of  §eckendaifii 
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aftd  the  hope  of  better  fortune,  determined  him 
to  fign  the  treaty  of  Fuflen  on  the  2id  of  Aprils 

^745- 

By  this  treaty,  the  queen  of  Hungary  re- 
nounced all  indemnification,  and  promifed  to 
re-cftablilh  the  eledtor  in  the  entire  poffeffion  of 
his  ftates.     The  eleftor,  on  his  part,  difclaimcd, 
for  himfelf  and  his  pofterity,  all   pretenfions 
which  the  houfe  of  Bavaria  had  to  the  ftates  of 
die  houfe  of  Auftria,     He  acknowledged  the 
validity  of  the  vote  of  Bohemia,  and  engaged  to 
give  his  own  vote  for  the  eleftion  of  the  grand 
duke.     He  further  promifed  to  difcharge  his 
auxiliaries,  on  condition  they  ftiould  not  oe  dif- 
turbed  in  their  retreat,  and  that  the  queen  of 
Hungary  fhould  engage  to  Iqvy  no  more  con- 
tributions in  Bavaria.    Thefe  laft  articles  were 
fo  ill  obferved,  by  the  Auftrians,  that  they  dif- 
armed  the  Heffians,  led  them  prifoners  into 
Hungary,  and,  under  pretext  of  arrears,  ftill 
raifed  heavy  contributions  in  Bavaria. 

Thus  ended  the  league  of  Frankfort;  and 
dius  Auftria  (hewed  that,  in  the  day  of  prof- 
perity,  diere  is  no  yoke  more  heavy  than  that 
which  fhe  impofes.  But  what  could  better  in- 
ftrufl:  the  ii/bgnqfi  di  gloria,  or  politicians  who 
flatter  themfelves  they  can  dired  future  contin- 
genciesy  than  the  abftrad  of  events  at  the  be- 

z  .  ginning 
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pnninf;  of  this  year.  The  emperor's  deceafef 
Ids  fon  at  peace  widi  the  queen  of  Hungary;  the 
grand  duke  of  Tufcany  foon  to  become  em- 
peror; the  half  of  Europe  le^tied  againft  Pruf- 
^y  by  the  treaity  of  War(aw;  Prufliaii  gold 
keeping  Ruflia  in^ve;  and  England  beginning 
to  favour  Pruflia ! 

The  king  had  taken  good  meafures  for  £blf 
defence.  The  fame  and  the  fortunes  of  ^c 
Pniffians  were  at  (lake  on  the  iflue  of  the  enfuing 
campaign. 


^^ 


CHAP.    xir. 

Camfaigu  rf  Italy.  Campaign  cf  Flandtrs.  Of 
wiat  paged  m  tbe  Rhine.  Events  wbieh  pre* 
aded  the  Operatiens  if  tbe  Tear  1 745. 


NO T  hereafter  to  interrupt  the  .thread  of 
the  narratiqn^  we  think  pcoper  in  this 
place  to  gire  an  abrid^nent  of  what  ^paffod  in 
Italy^  Flanders^  wd  on  the  Rhine^  before  we 
cqmc  to  the  open^ions  of  tbe  Pruffian  troops^ 
hx  Sileiaa.  It  is  necefiary  to  recolleft  that  count 
Gages  had  taken  his  quarters  at  Temy,  and 
had  eftabliflied  his  Spaniards  and  Neapolitans 
on  both  (ides  of  the  Tiber.  X^hkowits  had 
7  his 
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his  qiiftrt?rs  at  Imola.  The  army  of  don  PhUip 
WAS  pardy  in  Savoy  and  partly  in  the  counQr  of 
Nice.  The  Spaniards  opened  the  campaign 
by  t^uiig  On^ia.  The  French  and  Spaniih 
aimy  aflembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nice- 
Prince  Lobkowitz  then  advanced  to  pefena, 
Count  Gages  met  and  beat  him>  on  the  31(1  of 
March^  near  Rimini;  and,  taking  feven  hun- 
dred prifoners,  purfued  him  toLugo, 

Lx>bkowitz  retired  thence  by  Bologna,  pafled 
the  Panaro^  and  took  poft  at  Campo  SaAto« 
Count  Gages  paSkd  the  Panaro,  nearly  at  the 
fame  time,  at  Modena;  and  advanced  along  the 
banks  of  the  Trabia;  whexKe  he  opened  a  com- 
munication with  the  Infant  don  Philip,  through 
the  ftates  of  Genoa.  L.obkowitz  marched  to 
Parnui  where  he  aflembled  fifteen  thoufand 
men,  hoping  to  prevent  the  jundion  of  the  two 
armies :  b^t  Count  Gages  pafled  the  Apennines 
and  the  river  Magra^  without  troubling  himfelf 
concerning  the  troops  that  haraiTed  his  rear; 
and,  Qurcbing  under  the  walls  of  Genoa, 
gained  the  valley  of  Polfevero,  which  induced 
the  Ayftxiaos.  to  march  to  Tortona. 

Don  Philip  and  Maillebois  quitted  the  en- 
virons of  Nice,  0n  the  firft  of  June,  macched 
along  the  fea  ceaft,  and,  afcending  the  river  of 
Genoa,* continued  their  route  without  regarding 

the 


i6o         PbstHtTMbrs  woitlc^. 

the  twelve  Englifh  fhips  of  war,  which  cannon^ 
aded  them,  and  killed  fbme  of  their  men.  The 
Spaniards  here  felt  at  once  the  effeds  of  good 
and  ill  fortune.  The  Piedemontefe  had  the 
cunning  to  burn  eight  of  their  magazines,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Ventimiglia.  At  the 
fiHie  time,  the  Genoefe  declared  againft  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  and  added  their  forces,  con* 
lifting  of  ten  thoufand  men,  to  thofe  of  the 
Infant, 

The  Auftrians,  who  neither  knew  the  merit 
nor  the  value  of  good  generals,  had  takeh  the 
command  from  marflial  Traun,  who  had  fur- 
paffed  himfelf  the  year  before,  as  well  in  Alfatia 
as  in  Bohemia,  and  chofen  prince  Lobkowitz,  to 
accompany  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  in  his 
ftead.    Lobkowitz  was  therefore  recalled  out  of 
Italy,    and  count  Schulenbourg  fupplied  his- 
place,  till  the  arrival  of  the  prince  of  Lichten- 
ftcin,  on  whom  the  court  h^  conferred  the  com^ 
mand  of  the  army  in  Italy,  Schulenbourg  was  not 
more  fortunate  againft  count  Gages  than  his  pre- 
deceflbr  had  been  j   fo  much  had  the  genius  of 
the  Spaniard^  the  afcendant  over  that  of  the 

*  Count  Gages  wa^  not  a  Spaniard,  bat  an  EnglUhman, 
of  rather  extraordinary  fort un6a:  fee  a  cunout  note,  rela- 
tive to  thcfc,  in  Boyfc^s  Hiflorical  Review,  voLi.  p.  377» 
o«5tavo,    Reading,  i747»    T. 

Auftriaa 
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Aiiftrian  generals*  The  count  drove  kis  new 
adverfary  from  Novi  to  Rivalta^  while  Don 
Philip  penetrated  mto  Montferrat,  bjr  Cairo^ 
feized  on  Aqui>  and  joined  the  Neapolitan  and 
Spanifli  amiy  at  Afti,  Schulenbourg  paffed 
the  Tanaro,  and  polled  himfelf  at  the  conflu« 
fence  of  that  river  with  the  Po,  near  a  fmall  town 
hamed  Baffignaho.  Don  Philip  feized  the  op* 
portunity,  invefted  Tortona,  and  marched  to- 
ward the  Auftrians;  who,  retreating  beyond  the 
Po,  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  the  bridges  in  their 
rear. 

Tortona  and  its  cit^el  yielded  to  the  Span^ 
iards*  A  fuccour  of  eight  thoufand  Spaniards 
and  Neapolitans  arriving  from  Romaniai  under 
the  command  of  the  duke  de  la  Vieuxville, 
pafled  through  the  grand  dutchy  of  Florence, 
took  Placenza  aild  its  citadel,  and  obliged  the 
Auftrians  to  quit  the  territories  of  Pamuu  Gages 
Immediately  pafled  the  Po  at  Parpanaflb,  while 
the  Infant  Don  Philip  left  Alexandria,  crofled 
the  Tanaro,  attacked  the  Auftrians,  on  the  27  th 
of  September,  at  Baffignano,  and  was  vifto* 
rious.  He  laid  fiege  to  Alexandria;  which, 
except  the  citadel,  furrendered.  Valenza,  Vi* 
gavano,  and  many  other  towns,  which  we  (hall 
forbear  to  enumerate,  received  law  ft'om  the  con- 
queror. 
vol*  I.  PART  II.  M  Under 
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Under  fhde  circumftanccs^  the  prince  of 
Lichtenftein  arnvedi  to  take  the  command  of 
a  beaten^  enfeet^ed^  and  difcouraged  army- 
There  is  no  need  here  to  examine  whether  the 
court  of  Vienna  could  have  chofeh  other  gene- 
rals j  certain  it  is  Ae  prefent  one  applied  no  re- 
medy to  the  ruined  date  of  affairs.  The  pro- 
grefs  of  the  viftors  found  no  oppoiicion :  they 
took  Cafal,  Aili,  and  Lodi,  frcnn  the  king  of 
Sardinia.  The  Infant  entered  Milan  vidVorious; 
and>  with  ei^teen  thoufand  men^  blockaded 
the  citadel.  The  Spaniards^  therefore^  at  the 
end  of  the  campaign,  were  maflers  of  almoft 
fill  L/nnbardy,  except  Turin,  Mantua,  and 
ibme  citadels^  which  they  blockaded.  This 
rapid  foccefs  wds  dtie  to  the  genius  of  count 
Gage»;  and,  in  part,  to  the  aid  of  the  Genoefe. 
Profperity,  as  we  hare  faid,  is  confident;  and 
profperity  laid  the  conquerors  of  Italy  aileep 
und^  tlie  fliadc  of  their  laurels.  That  they 
might  fecure  their  quarters^  it  was  indifpenfably 
neceflkry  that  they  fkould  poflefs  the  citadds  of 
Milan  and  Alexandria;  which,  with  a  Httle 
adivity,  they  might  have  maftered:  but  they 
Were  out  of  breath,  when  they  had  but  a  few 
paces  mcMre  of  the  race  to  run« 

The  arms  oi  the  Bourbons  profpercd,  that 
year,  in  Flanders,  as  in  Italy.    Louis  XV*  put 

himfelf 
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himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  which  was 
compofed  of  eighty  thoufand  men.     Marfhal 
Saxe  commanded  under  him;    and^    at  the 
opening  of  the  campaign,  the  French,  after 
various  deceptive  attempts  on  different  places^ 
fuddenly  inverted  Tournay.    This  place,  one 
of  the  principal  barrier  towns,  was  garrifoned 
by  nine  thoufand  Dutch.    The  goodnefs  of  its 
works  and  the  ftrength  of  the  citadel,  which 
Vauban  had  built,  prepared  the  aflailants  to 
expedfc  obftacleSy  and  to  furmount  difficulties. 
The  allies,  under  die  command  of  the  duke 
of  Cumberland  and  marlhal  Kocnigfeck,  had 
only  fifty  thoufand  men,  to  oppofe  to  the  forces 
of  France.    They  advanced,  however,  toward 
Tournay,  and  came  and  encamped  in  the  plains 
of  Anderlech.     Their  neighbourhood  did  not 
prevent  the  French  from  opening  the  treriches, 
on  the  firft  of  May.    The  allies,  feeling  how 
important  was  the  proteftion  of  Tournay,  re- 
folved  to  hazard  every  thing,  that  they  might 
oblige  Louis  XV.  to  raife  the  fiege. 

On  the  fbuth  fide,  afcending  the  right  arm  of 
the  Scheld,  (lands  the  village  of  Fontenoy ;  till 
then  an  obfcure  place,  but  become  &mous  by  , 
the  battle  which  bears  its  name.    Here  it  was 
that  marfhal  Saxe  chofe  grdimd,    which  he 
thought  fufficiently  advantageous,  to  overturn 

M  2  tHe^ 
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the  projeds  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  it$ 
left  a  fufficient  number  of  troops  to  carry  on  the 
fiege^  and  fupported  his  right  by  the  Scheld} 
gamUhed  the  village  of  Antoing,  on  the  banks 
of  that  river,  with  infantry  and  cannon;  loaned 
two  angular  lines  of  in&ntry,  toward  mount 
Trinity,  which  was  at  the  extremity  of  his  left  j 
ranged  his  cavalry  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry^ 
making  a  third  line;  and,  further,  flanked  the 
village  of  Antoing  with  a  battery^  from  the  op-> 
pofite  (hore  of  the  Scheldt  Three  redoubts, 
fupplied  with  infantry  and  artillery,  covered 
the  front  of  his  battlef.  Toward  the  left  of  his 
army  was  a  wood,  where  the  French  threw  up 
abatis*  to  render  it  imprafticable* 

At  break  of  day ^  May  nth,  the  army  of  the 
allies  marched  from  the  wood  of  Bary,  and 
formed  on  the  plain  in  two  lines,  oppofite  the 
French  army.  The  left  of  the  allies  began  the 
batde.  The  Dutch  were  to  attack  the  vill^es 
of  Fontenoy  and  Antoing ;  this  they  did  with 
little  refolution,  and  were  twice  vigoroufly  re- 
pulfed  by  the  French.  The  Englifh  then  de- 
tached fome  brigades,  to  feize  on  the  redoubts 
which  covered  the  front  of  the  French  army-^ 
The  general  who  was  to  perform  this  duty  found 

*  A  ipccies  pf  catrenchment.    T« 

It 
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it  perhaps  dangerous^  and  it  was  not  executed. 
Marihal  Koenigfeck^  judging  that  his  men 
would  be  cut  off  in  detail^  and  to  no  good  pur^ 
pofe^  determined  to  (horten  the  difpute:  he 
atucked  the  French  army,  leaving  the  villagC3 
fmd  redoubts  in  his  rear.  Had  his  projed  fuc- 
ceeded,  all  the  French  in  thefe  pofts  would  have 
been  made  prifoners^  nfter  ^e  viftory,  which 
would  have  rendered  this  battle  fimilar  to  the 
^mous  one  of  Hochftsedt.  But  the  event  did 
not  iMiTwer  the  intent.  Kcenigfeck  form^  two 
Jin^S  of  infantry^  oppqfite  the  gap  which  is  be« 
tween  Antoing  and  the  wood  of  Bary  j  and^  a; 
te  advanced,  received  the  croft  fire  of  the  vil- 
lage and  redopbt9.  His  flanks  fyffered,  and 
fpU  back.  His  centre,  being  in  left  danger^ 
continued  to  advance;  and,  as  his  wings  re-^ 
clined  to  the  rear,  hi^  corps  affumed  a  trian- 
gular form;  which,  by  the  continuance  of  the 
centre  %nd  the  confufion,  was  changed  into  4 
column* 

Thi$  coi^ps,  uniorm^  fts  it  was,  attacked 
^nd  overthrew  the  French  guar(ls ;  pierced  the 
two  lines,  and  perhaps  would  have  gained  $1 
complete  vi^ory,  had  (he  generals  of  t^e  allies 
better  known  how  to  profit  by  the  confiifion  of 
the  enemy.  They  had  opened  the  centre  of 
^e  French  army :  it  was  eafy  to  divi4e  d^eir 

M  3  column 
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cblumn  into  two;  aod^  \yy  one  on  the  right 
and  the  other  on  the  left^  they  might  take  all 
the  infantry  in  flank,  which  remained  to  oppofe 
them.  They  (houid  at  the  fame  time  have 
caufed  the  cavalry  to  advance,  and  fuftain  their 
divided  columns.  It  is  probable  defeat  would 
have  attended  the  French,  had  the  i^llies  pur^ 
fued  this  plan ;  but,  while  thpy  were  endeavour- 
ing to  remedy  their  own  confufion^  maiihal 
Saxe  attacked  them  with  the  houfehold  troops 
and  the  Irifli  brigade,  which  he  had  kept  in  re- 
fprve;  and  ftrengthened  this  attack,  by  playing 
from  fome  batteries  haftily  formed. 

The  English  thus  faw  themfelves  aflailed  in 
turn,  and  prefled  otx  all  fides,  in  front  as  well 
as  in  flank*  After  a  vigorous  refiilance,  they 
fell  back,  were  broken,  and  the  French  pur-r 
fued  them  to  the  wood  of  Bary. 

According  to  the  common  opinion^  this  battle 
coft  the  allies  tw  dioirfand  men,  Ibmc  arrillery, 
and  a  part  of  then-  baggage.  They  retired,  by 
Leufe,  finder  the  cannon  of  Ath,  to  the  camp 
of  Leflinc§  |  leaving  the  field  of  battle  and  the 
city  of  Tputnay  tp  the  French. 

Louis  XV,  and  jhe  d^^^phin  were  perfonally 
prefent.  They  were  ftafjoped  near  a  wind-mill, 
which  was  in  the  rear.  The  f*f C})ph  f(^diers  after-» 
ly^ard  called  their  king  Louis  of  the  ipjU. .  Certain 
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it  is  that,  the  day  after  the  battle,  Louis  faid  to 
the  dauphin,  as  he  pafled  over  the  iield,  bloody 
and  covered  with  dead — "  Here  behold  viftims 
**  facrificed  to  political  hatred,  and  the  paffions 
**  of  our  enemies.  Preferve  this  in  mind,  that 
"  you  may  not  fport  with  ttic  lives  of  your  fub- 
"  jefts,  and  be  prodigal  of  their  blood  in  unjuft 
**  wars." 

Marfhal  Saxe,  whofe  dropfy  did  not  prevent 
him  from  ading  as  general,  received  the  moft 
flattering  praifes  fi:x>m  the  king.  He  feemed  to 
have  been  wrefted  from  the  arms  of  death,  to 
vanquifli  the  enemies  g(  France*  The  king  of 
truffia  congratulated  him  on  the  glory  he  had 
acquired,  regarding  this  viftory  as  an  engage* 
ment  undertaken  with  the  public,  who  expefted 
ftill  greater  things  from  marfhal  Saxe  in  health, 
than  marlhal  Saxe  expuing.  Europe  wa$,over» 
run  with  verfified  gazettes,  proclaiming  this 
great  event :  but  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that 
the  temple  of  vidory,  on  this  occafion,  was  fu» 
perior  to  that  of  the  mufes.  The  capture  of 
Toumay  attefted  the  viftory  of  the  French. 
The  garrifon,  that  had  taken  refuge  in  the  cita-^ 
del,  furrendered  on  the  19th  9f  June.  The 
capitulation  was  iigned,  on  condition  that  four 
thoufand  men,  who  evacuated  the  place,  fhould 

M  4  not, 
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not,  for  the  fpacc  of  eighteen  months,  ferv^ 

againil  France. 

Louis  XV.  reinforced  his  army  in  Flanders, 
by  a  detachment  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  from 
the  army  of  the  Rhine.  The  prince  of  Conti 
took  the  command  of  the  latter,  inftead  of  mar? 
fhal  MaiUebois,  who  feryed  in  Italy.  A  deT 
tachment  fo  unfeafonable  was  equally  inimical 
^o  the  rules  of  war  and  of  policy.  But,  as  the 
piotlves  which  occafioned  this  conduf^  require 
difcuffion,  the  reader  will  be  glad,  for  his  own 
information,  that  we  fliould  develope  thefe 
inotives.  France  had  exhaufted  ^very  topic  of 
politics,  to  perfuade  the  king  of  Poland  to 
become  a  competitor  for  the  Imperial  throne. 
She  was  not  difcouraged  by  the  ill  fuccefs  of 
her  intrigues :  on  the  contrary,  ll^e  continue4 
to  negotiate  at  Drefden.  Cov^t  de  St.  Severinj^ 
who  had  been  a  gopd  fervant  of  France  at  tha^ 
court,  had  drawn  on  himfelf  the  hatred  of  count 
*  *  *,  becaufe  the  art  of  the  Saxon  did  no^ 
agree  with  the  penetrating  fpirit  of  the  Frencl^ 
negotiator.  *  *  *  was  fo  aftive  that  St.  Seve* 
rin  was  replaced,  by  the  marquis  de  Vaugre^*' 
nant.  The  latter  thought  himfelf  more  art- 
ful than  *  *  *.  In  reality,  they  were  neither  of 
them  fo;  although,  in  this  negotiation,  Vaur 
grenant  was  the  dupe  of  the  Saxon.     ♦  *  ♦ 

perfuade^ 
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pcrfuaded  him  that  the  only  part  France  could 
take^  to  obtain  an  advantageous  peace  fron^ 
the  queen  of  Hungary,  was  not  to  pppole  ^hq 
election  of  the  grand  duke;  and  to  keep  the 
army,  which  the  prince  de  Conti  conimande4 
on  the  Rhine,  inaftivp :  he  further  urged  that 
France  might  find  thefe  troops  morp  ufeful  oi^ 
the  Scheld  than  on  the  Maine. 
'  T}ie  minifters  of  Louis  XV.  blindly  were 
caught  in  this  fnare.  They  neither  examined 
how  fincere  this  advice  might  be  nor  how  con- 
fident it  was,  with  thp  engagements  they  had 
entered  into,  with  tl^eir  allies.  By  enfeebling 
the  army  of  the  prince  de  Conti,  they  rendered 
him  incapable  of  oppofing  the  enterprizes  of 
the  court  of  Vienna.  The  grand  duke  was 
eleded  in  defpite  of  France.  Pe^ce  was  not 
concluded,  and  the  vanity  of  the  miniflry  of 
Verfailles  would  not  ev?n  fubmit  to  reproach. 

Thp  trqops  drawn  from  that  army  arrived  in 
Flanders,  when^  after  the  taking  of  the  citadel 
of  Toumay,  the  French  army  had  decamped, 
fnd  divided  into  three  corps.  Qnc  took  poft 
at  Courtray;  the  fecond  at  St.  Guiflain;  and 
the  third  at  Conde.  Mr.  de  Chaila  beat  a 
detachment  of  five  thoufand  men,  under  the 
f  ommand  of  general  M0I6 ;  whom  the  duke  of 
pumberlofid  had  fent  to  throw  himfelf  into 

Cand« 
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Gand.    This  litde  Check  fpread  terror  through 
the  army  of  the  allies :  it  decamped  from  Bruf- 
fels.    Gand,  Brugges,  and  Oudenarde,  being 
no  longer  proteded,  furrcndered  to  the  French, 
and  the  campaign  ended  by  the   taking  of 
Nieuport,  Dendennonde,  Oftend,  and  Ath: 
after  which,  marftial  Saxe  fent  his  troops  into 
winter  quarters,   behind  the   Dender.      This 
campaign  reftored  to  the  arms  of  France  the 
honour  that  had  been  loft  by  that  of  Bohemia, 
If  Louis  XIV.  fubjugated  a  greater  fpace  of 
ground,  in  the  year  1672,  he  loft  it  as  fsA  as  it 
had  been  conquered:  but  Louis  XV.  fecured 
his  pofleffions,  and  loft  nothing  of  what  he  had 
gained. 

The  Spaniards  and  French  had  opened  the 
campaign  in  Italy  and  Flanders  above  a  month 
before  the  troops  entered  upon  a(fUon  in  Sileiia* 
The  Pruflian  and  Auftrian  armies  had  not 
peaceably  gone  into  quarters  tijl  the  end  of 
February;  and  they  had  equal  need  of  reft,  to 
recover  from  their  fetigues.  The  king  might 
have  anticipated  the  foe;  it  was  at  his  option 
to  fall  on  the  Auftrian  quarters  in  Bohemia; 
but  the  rifk  of  penetrating  far,  into  that  king- 
jlonr,  was  greater  than  that  of  waiting  for  the 
enemy.  This  confideration  induced  him  to 
draw  his  quarters  of  c^toiunent  <:lofe;  in  the 
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centre  of  Sikiiai  fo  as  to  b^  equally  near  to  the 

defiles  of  the  mountainsj  through  which  the 

^nemy  mtift  p^s*    To  have  wiflied  to  difpute 

fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  roads^  which  lead 

out  of  Pohemia  and  Morayia  into  Silefia^  in 

an  ej^tent  of  twenty-four  German  miles,  would 

have  been  di^  projedt  of  phr^nzy.    The  fureft 

way  WAS  to  attack  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine,  at 

;he  very  moment  he  (hould  le^ve  the  defiles ;  to 

purfup    him    into    Bohemia;    to    forage  the 

country  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  miles,  along 

(he  frontiers  of  Silefia;  and,  toward  the  end 

of  autump,  to  bring  back  the  troops  into  this 

dutchy,  (here*  to  procure  them  peaceful  quarters. 

This  plan  wis  fimple,  proportionate  to  the 

poffibility  of  execution^  and  adapted  to  circum* 

ftances;   there  was  theref^u:^  every  reafon  to 

hope  it  would  fucceed. 

The  army  was  diftributed  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  ten  battalions,  ten  fquadrxHis,  and  five 
hundred  huflars,  formed  a  chain,  from  Lufatia 
4S  far  as  the  county  ^f  Glatz.  The  patroles 
ej^t^ded  toward  Schatzlar,  Braunau,  and  Boh* 
mif(^-Friedlan4«  This  corps  was  under  the 
cgmpfts^  of  lieutenant-general  Truchfes.  Ge- 
neral Lehwald,  with  ten  battalions  and  five 
hundred  hufiars,  guarded  the  county  of  Glatz; 
^0^  ^eluding  thref  battalions  that  were  in  gar- 
3  rifon 
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rifon  in  the  fortrefs ;  of  which  general  Fouquc^ 
was  governor.    The  margrave  Charles  defended 
jhe  frontiers  of  Upper  Silefia,  with  fixteen  batr 
talions  and  twenty  (quadrons.     Hautcharmoy, 
with  five  battalicjns  and  fixteen  fquadrons,  ocr 
cupicd  apd  covered  that  part  of  Upper  Silefia 
which  lies  beyond  the  Oder.     The  main  body 
of  the   army   was   between    Breilau,    Brieg, 
Schwcidnitz,  Glatz,   and  Neifs,     The  king 
fixed  his  quarter^  in  the  latter  town,  in  which 
|sras  a  contagious  malady ;  an  ulcerous  difeafe, 
that,  in  a  few  days,  ended  in  death.     Had  it 
|>een  called   the   plaguy,    all  conpnunication 
would  have  been  interrupted;  as  would  the 
delivery  of  the  quotas,  for  the  magazine; ;  and 
the  dread  of  that  malady  would  have  bpen  mor^ 
fetal,  to  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  than 
any  thing  the  enemy  could  undertake.     This 
formidable  word  was  therefore  foftened;    the 
contagion  was  called  the  putrid  fever,  and  things 
continued  in  thcii:  ufual  train.     So  much  greater 
is  the  impreflion  of  words  than  things,  on  the 
minds  of  men. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  king,  fkiraiiihT 
ing  began  with  great  vivacity.  The  enemy 
fuppofed  that,  by  continually  haraffing  th^ 
Pruffiar^s,  they  woqicj  be  cut  oflf  by  degrees. 
Tpn  or  twelve  thouftnd  HupgarjanSj   under 

the 
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tiie  cortimand  of  the  old  marihal  Efterhazi,  and 
generals  Caroli,  Feftetifch>  Spleni,  and  Guil- 
kni,  made  incurfions  into  Upper  Silcfia^  pene- 
trating as  far,  k%  they  poffibly  could;     A  major 
Schaffledt,  who  was  detached  with  two  hundred 
men,  in  the  fmall  tdwn  of  Roftnberg,  was 
attacked  by  them.     The  enemy  fet  fire  to  the 
place;  the  major  (hewed  a  bold  countenance; 
butj    {unrounded  on   all  fides,    he  could  not. 
efcape,  and  obtained  a  capitulation,  to  rejbin  his 
regiment  at  Creutzbourg*    It  was  neceflary  to 
revenge  this  affront,  and  humble  the  prefump- 
tion   of  thefe   new-raifed   Hungarian   troops« 
The  king  therefore  fent  detachments  againfl: 
them,  and  fought  trifling  batdes^  which  were 
but  the  prelude  to  aftions  more  decifive.     As 
this  work  is  deftined  to  conferve  the  memory 
and  fame  of  officers,  whofe  valour  merited  fo 
well  of  their  country,  we  think  it  our  duty  to 
inform   pofterity  of  their  heroic  actions,  that 
pofterity  may  be  induced  to  imitate  fuch  ex- 
amples of  magnanimity* 

The  uncommon  merit  of  general  Winterfeld 
caufed  him  to  be  cliofen  for  the  head  of  this 
expedition.  He  had  fix  battalions  and  twelve 
hundred  huflTars  configned  to  him,  with  whom 
he  paffed  the  Oder,  at  Cofel,  while  Goltz,  with 
9ne  battalion  and  five  hundred  hufiars,  pafied 

the 
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the  fame  river  at  Oppelnj  to  attack  Efterhazi 
and  bis  Hungarians  in  concert.   Winterfeld  feU 
on  the  village  of  Slowentzit,  where  he  took  a 
hundred  and  twenty  prifoners.  Hearing  a  fmart 
firing  on  his  Idt,  he  marched  thither  direftly, 
and  found  five  thoufand  Hungarians  had  fur- 
wunded  the  detachment  of  Goltz.    They  were 
attacked,  and  Winterfeld  was  completely  vic- 
torious.   Spleni  escaped,  with  his  huflars,  after 
the  lofs  of  three  hundred  men,  and  his  baggage. 
Winterfeld  did  not  think  he  had  yet  done 
enough ;  he  continued  his  purfuit,  and  on  the 
morrow  came  up  with  two  thoufand  huflars, 
who  were  polled  with  a  marfh  in  their  rear. 
Into  this  marfh  he  drove  them>  where  moft  of 
them  perilhed,  or  were  taken.    By  thefe  ad- 
vantages, the  Pruffian  huflars  began  to  acquire 
a  fuperiority  over  thofe  of  Hungary.    Colonel 
Wartenberg,  of  the  huflars,  likewife  beat  a  body 
of  infurgents,  near  Creutzbourg,  and  wholly 
difperied  them. 

Spring  advanced,  during  this  prelude  to  war ; 
and,  the  month  of  April  being  almoft  over,  it 
was  time  to  aflemble  the  army,  which  entered 
its  quarters  of  cantonment  between  Patfkau  and 
Frankenftein.  Roads  were  prepared  for  four 
columns,  and  cantonments  at  Jasgerndorfi^ 
Glatz,  and  Schweidnitz;  as  being  the  places 

toward 
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toward  which  the  enemy  mud.  leave  the  defiles 
of  the  mountains*  The  magazines  which  the 
Auftrians  had  formed,  and  the  places  where 
their  regular  troops  began  to  aflemble,  fuffi^ 
ciently  denoted  their  intentions^  It  Was  well 
undeiilood  that  the  infui^ents  and  Hungarians 
they  had|  in  Upper  Silefia^  were  but  meant  to 
deceive,  in  order  to  draw  the  Pruflians  into 
thofe  paits,  while  their  grand  army  (hould  enter 
Sileiia,  by  Landfhut.  This  projed  was  not  in 
itfelf  reprehenfible ;  it  only  &iled  in  the  execu- 
tion. Had  the  Pruffians  divided  their  forces^ 
that  they  might  &ce  the  enemy  on  all  fide^^ 
they  would  have  been  too  weak  to  efied  any 
great  purpofe,  on  the  grand  army  of  prince 
Charles:  and,  if  they  remained  colledivelyt 
that  multitude  of  light  troops,  which  (hould  find 
nothing  to  flop  its  prc^efs,  would  have  (larved 
them,  at  length,  by  cutting  off  their  fupplies. 
The  beft  way  then  was  to  remain  in  force ;  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  haften  to  a  crifis,  by  bring- 
ing on  a  general  engagement. 

Meafures  were  taken  to  evacuate  Upper 
Silefia,  toward  the  end  of  May,  the  fortrefs  of 
C(^el  excepted.  The  magazines  of  Troppau 
and  Jacgerndorff  were  tranfported  to  Neifs. 
Rochow  covered  this  convoy,  with  twelve  hun- 
dred horfe  and  a  batulioa  of  grenadiers^     Four 

thoufand 
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thoufand  Hungarians,  half  huflars  half*  piri* 
dours,  attacked,  without  being  able  to  makcT 
any  impreflion  on  them.     The  tavdry  here 
firft  mad^  experience  of  its  ntw  manoeuvres,  and 
proved  their  excellence.     It  was  neceflary  tor 
Infpire  the  enemy  with  fecurity,  that  prefump- 
tion  might  render  them  liegligent,  during  their 
intended  expedition.    To  this  end,  the  king 
cniployed  a  man  from  Schonberg,  who  was  a 
double  fpy.    He  paid  him  handfomely,-  after 
which  he  told  hini  that  the  greateft  fervice  he' 
could  do  him  w6uld  be  to  inform  him  of  thcf 
fnarch  of  prince  Charles,  that  he  might  retreat 
to  Breflau,  before  the  Atiftriaiis  had  paffed  the' 
mountains.      Further  to'  confirm  this  fpy  ia 
errof ,  the  toads  that  lead  to  BtcHaij  were  re- 
paired.    The  fpy  promifed  largely,  heard  the* 
roads  were  repairing,  and  hafteAed  back  tot 
prince  Charles,   to  inform  him  that  all  was 
flight,  and  that  he  would  meet  na  enemy  ta 
combat. 

As  Landlhut  now  became  tlie  principal  ob- 
je6t  of  attention,  the  king  detached  general 
Winterfeld  thither,  to  obferve  the  motions  of' 
the  Auftrians.  Some  battalions-  and  two  regi- 
ments of  huflars,  Rufch  and  Bronikowiky,  were 
committed  to  his  charge,  nor  was  he  long  be- 
fore he  fignalized  himfelf.     Near  Hirfchberg, 

I  he 
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he  defeated  eight  hundred  Hungarians^  com*- 
manded  by  a  partifan  named  Putafchitz,  and 
took  three  hundred  prifoners.  Nadafty,  to  re- 
venge ^n  affront  like  this,  committed  on  Hun- 
gary,' marched  at  the  head  of  feven  tlioufand 
men,  intending  to  attack  Winterfeld,  neat 
Landlhut,  who  had  only  two  thoufand  four 
hundred.  After  a  fight  of  four  hours,  the  Hun- 
garian infantry  was  totally  beaten;  and,  a$ 
Nadafty  was  preparing  to  retreat,  general  Still, 
heading  ten  fquadrons,  belonging  to  old  M6U 
lendorff,  arrived,  fell  on  the  enemy,  and  the 
Hungarians  were  defeated  and  fcourged  back 
to  the  very  frontiers  of  Bohemia.  The  Auftrianf 
lofl:  fix  hundred  men  in  this  affair,  and  fome  of 
their  principal  ofiicers,  who  were  wounded  and 
taken.  The  prifoners  related  that  Nadafty  had 
orders  to  take  poft  at  Landihut;  and  that,  had 
he  been  fuccefsfial,  prince  Charles  would  have 
certainly  followed*  Capacity  fo  great,  and 
condudk  fo  fage,  gained  Wintcrfeld  the  com^ 
miffion  of  major-general. 

It  was  neceffary  inftantly  to  recal  the  mai^ 
grave,  Charles,  out  of  Upper  Silefia,  The 
Hungarians  had  profited,  by  the  evacuation  of 
the  quarters,  to  infeft  all  Upper  Silefia  with 
parties.  Six  thoufand  huflars  hovered  between 
Jagerndorff  and  Neuftadt;  with  intent  to  pre-r 
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vent  the  conununicatioA  of  the  margrave  tnA 
the  army.  That  he  might  receive  orders  to  re- 
tire to  Neifs^  the  king  detached  the  hiiflars  of 
Ziethen»  who  cut  their  way^  fword  in  hand^ 
through  the  Hungarians  and  gave  him  the  letter. 
The  nuu^ave  began  his  march,  on  the  2  2d  of 
May,  with  about  twelve  thoufand  men  under 
his  command.  The  Auftriansj  who  forefaw  his 
retreatj  were  remforced,  till  their  number 
amounted  to  twenty  thoufand ;  a  colledion  of 
barbarous  nations,  and  fome  regular  troops, 
that  were  come  from  Moravia,  On  the  eve, 
they  occupied  all  the  heights  which  were  in  the 
road  of  the  margrave,  and  eftabli(hed  three  bat< 
teries;  that,  with  a  crofs  fire,  greatly  incom- 
moded the  Pruffian  troops  on  their  march. 

Regardlefs  of  the  obftacles  which  the  enemy 
threw  in  his  road,  the  margrave  fent  fome  bat- 
ulions  to  feize  the  neighbouring  heights  and 
mod  confiderable  defiles;  and,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  paffes,  he  formed  the  regiments  of  horfe 
of  Gefler  and  Louis,  which  fell  with  all  poffiblc 
impetuofity  on  the  regiment  of  Ogilvy,  cuttings 
the  greateft  part  of  it  in  pieces;  afterward  at'- 
picking  that  of  Merhazi,  which  formed  the 
fecond  line,  and  putting  it  to  the  fword ;  and, 
rallying  again,  falling  on  the  dragoons  of  Gotha, 
thai  wer?  to  fuftain  the  Auflrian  infantry,  and 

put 
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put  chem  to  the  rout^  with  a  prodigious  daugh- 
ter of  the  fugitives.  The  enemy  left  more  than 
eight  hundrtd  dead.  Their  irregular  troops, 
who  ftood  fpeftators  of  the  combat,  having  feen 
the  mournful  fate  of  the  regulars,  fled  into  the 
woods  with  horrible  (hrieks.  The  margrave, 
on  that  day,  gave  marks  of  bravery,  worthy  the 
blood  of  his  grandfether,  the  eledor  Frederic 
William.  General  Schwerin,  charging  at  the 
head  of  the  horfe,  which  fucceffively  defeated 
three  different  corps,  acquired  renown  more  re- 
markable by  this  being  the  day  on  which  the 
fame  of  (he  Pruffian  cavalry  commenced. 

The  promptitude  with  which  audacity  or 
teiTor  is  communicated  to  a  multitude  is  an 
ailonilhing  circumftance.  In  the  year  1 74 1 ,  the 
Pruffian  cavalry  was  the  moft  heavy,  and  the 
lead  animated,  of  any  corps  to  be  found  in  the 
aurmies  of  Europe.  By  exercifing  it,  by  im« 
parting  addrefs  and  vivacity,  and  by  teaching 
it  to  confide  in  its  own  force,  it  made  attempts, 
was  fuccefsful,  and  became  daring.  Rewards, 
penalties,  blame  and  praife,  properly  employ* 
ed,  change  the  mind  of  man,  and  infpire  him 
with  fentiments  of  which  he  would  not  have 
been  thought  fufceptible,  in  a  brutal  flate  of 
nature*  Add  to  thefe  fome  eminent  examples 
of  courage,  which*  are  fhiking,  futh  as  that  we 
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have  juft  related,^  and  emulation  enters  the 
heart;  e^ch  defires  to  furpafs  Iiis  fellow,  anc| 
jcommon  men  become  heroes.  Talents  arc 
often  benumbed  in  a  kind  of  lethargy ;  they  arp 
(haken,  awake,  exert^  and  developc  themfelvcs. 
Merit,  efteemed  and  rewarded,  e^cit^s  the  ar-r 
dour  of  the  fpedators.  In  ancient  Rome,  the 
civic  and  mural  crowns,  and  efpecially  the  tri- 
pmph$  of  conquerors,  were  fpurs  to  tl^ofe  who 
jnight  hope  to  obtain  fuch  honours. 

It  was  therefore  neceffary  to  take  high  note 
pf  the  glorious  action   of  Jaegerndorff.     The 
piargrave,    general  Schwerin,    ^nd  thoft  who 
had  fignalized  themfelves  there,  were  received 
^s  in  triumph.     The  cavalry  impatiently  waited 
an  occafipn  to  equal,  nay,   to  furpafs,    thefc 
heroes.    All  glowed  with  the  ardour  of  batde^j 
and  the  hope  of  vrdory.     Under  circumftances 
fo  aufpicious,  the  army  was  aflembled,^  on  the 
aSth  of  May,  in  the  camp  of  Frankenftein ; 
fome  garrifon  troops  excepted,  and  a  corps  of 
fix  battalions  and  twenty  fquadrons;  with  which 
general  Hautcharmoy  made  head  againft  Efter- 
hazi.     Thefe  might  retire  into  the  fortrefles  of 
pofcl,  Brieg,  and  Neifs,  fliould  the  fuperiority 
pf  the  enemy  render  this  neceffar}\ 
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battle  of  Friedherg.  March  into  Bohemia.  0/ 
what  pajfed  there.  Battle  of  Sorr.  Return  of 
the  Troops  into  Silejia. 

STILL  was  the  fituation  of  the  king  critical. 
Politics  pointed  to  precipices;  war  td 
perils;  and  the  cxhauftdd  ftate  of  the  finances 
to  poverty.  On  occafions  like  thefe,  the  mind 
muft  difplay  its  whole  force;  and,  with  a  firm 
eye,  furvey  furrounding  dangers.  It  muft  not 
permit  the  phantdms  of  futurity  to  confufc  its 
powers;  but  muft  employ  all  poflible,  all  ima- 
ginable^ means  td  prevent  ruin,  while  ruin 
may  be  prfyented.  It  muft  efpecially  be  care- 
ful not  to  depart  from  thdfe  fundamental  prin* 
ciples  on  which  the  military  and  political  fyftem 
are  eftablilhedi  The  king'i;  plan  for  the  cam- 
paign  was  detcrihined  on}  yet,  that  nothing 
might  be  neglefted,  he  addrefled  his  allies,  with 
every  ardour  of  intrcaty  and  argument,  that  he. 
might  obtain  aid.  France  was  the  folc  power 
from  which  he  had  any  thing  to  expfeft.  ^  The 
king  expoftulated  on  the  impoflibility  of  hm, 
long  maintaining  a  war,  the  weight  of  which 
atl  fell  upon  himfelf.  He  fummoned  the  FVench 
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to  fulfil  their  treaties,  literally;  and,  as  the 
enemy  prepared  to  invade  his  ftates,  he  prefled 
Louis  XV.  to  fend  him  the  affiflance  which, 
in  this  cafe,  he  ought  to  fend;  or  to  make  fome 
pofitive  diverfion,  which  fhould  procure  him 
relief. 

The  French  mbiflry  fecmed  little  affefted  by 
thefe  remonftrances ;  but  treated  tl^em  lightly^ 
and  would  have  the  battle  <^  Fontenoy,  and 
die  captures  of  fome  towns  in  Flanders,  to  be 
underftood  as  a  confiderable  diverfion.    The 
king  addrefled  himfelf  immediately  to  Louis 
XV.  informed  him  of  the  litde  fatisfaftion  he 
derived  fjx)m  the  coolnefs  of  the  minifhy  of 
Verfailles;  alleged  that  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
difagreeable  and  difficult  fituation,  into  which 
he  had  been  drawn  by  his  firiendfhip  for  the 
moft  Chriftian  king;  that  he  fuppofed  Louis 
had  obligations  to  him,  for  having  feconded 
his  efforts,  at  the  time  when  the  Aufhians  were 
making  a  progrefs  in  Alfatia ;  that  the  batde 
of  Fontenoy,  and  the  taking  of  Toumay,  were 
indeed  glorious  incidents,  perfonally,    to  the 
king,  and  advantageous  to  France;  but  that 
with  refpeft  immediately  to  Pruflia,  a  battle 
gained  on  the  banks  of  the  Scamander,  or  the 
taking  of  Pekin,  would  have  been  equally  effec- 
tual diverfions.  The  king  added  that  the  French 

"  fcarccly 
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fcarcoly  afforded  employment  to  fix  thoufaix] 
Auflrians,  in  Flanders;  and  that  his  prefent 
danger  would  not  fuffer  him  to  reft  fatisfied  with 
fine  words,  but  obliged  him  to  demand  more 
poiitive  a(fiftance.  The  fimile  of  Scamander 
and  Pekin  difpleafed  the  moft  Chriftian  king; 
his  ill  humour  Was  apparent  in  his  reply  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  and  the  latter,  in  return,  was 
piqued  at  the  tone  of  haughty  coldnefs,  which 
charaderiTed  this  leuer. 

During  thefe  altercations.  To  prejudicial  to  that 
union  which  ought  to  fubfift  between  allies,  the 
Auftrians  were  on  the  eve  of  beginning  their 
campaign.  Their  army,  compofed  of  the  troops 
of  the  queen  of  Hungary  tmd  of  Saxony,  infen* 
fibly  approached  the  frontiers  of  Silefia.  The 
Auftrians  were  come  from  Konigfgnetz  and  the 
environs  of  Jarominz;  and  the  Saxcxis  from 
Bimtzlau  and  Konigfhoff.  They  formed  their 
jundion  at  Trautenau,  whence  they  advanced 
to  Schatzlar.  They  could  not  ftop  long  on  the 
road,  and  their  motions  might  be  nearly  cal* 
culated.  It  was  therefore  time  to  ^ve  general 
Winterfeld  notice,  at  Landfliut,  to  retire,  on 
the  enemy's  approach,  and  fall  back  to  the 
corps  of  du  Moulin;  and  to  order  them  both^ 
afterward,  to  retreat  as  fiur  as  Schweidnitz;  tak* 
ing  care  to  fpread  the  news,  as  artfully  as  poffi-^ 

N  4  Uoj 
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blc,  of  the  preparations  which  Were  making  ho 
abandon  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  retire 
under  the  canon  of  Brdlau* 

The  double  fpy,  of  whom  we  have  before 
fpoken,  collefted  thefe  accounts  with  avidity, 
and  haftened  in  pcrfon  to  confirm  the  intelli- 
gence he  had  brought,  to  prince  Charles,  of  the 
retreat  of  the  Pruffians.  Stratagem  is  often  fupe- 
rior  to  ftrcngth,  in  war;  but  ftratagem  fliould 
be  employed  only  feldom,  left  it  ftiould  lofe  its 
cfFeft,  and  only  on  important  occafions.  When 
the  intelligence  the  enemy  receives  flatters  his 
hopes,  he  is  almoft  certain  of  being  drawn  into 
the  net  that  is  fpread. .  As  Winterfeld  and  du 
Moulin  were  a  march  in  advance  of  the  enemy, 
they  fell  back  to  Schweidnitz,  without  fuffering 
during  their  retreat. 

The  army  of  the  king  quitted  Frankenftein; 
and,  on  the  29th  of  May,  occupied  the  camp 
of  Reicheobach;  whence  it  had  only  a  fmall 
march  to  Schweidnitz,  It  pafled  that  fortrefs 
on  the  firft  of  June.  The  corps  of  du  Moulin 
and  Winterfeld  formed  its  van-guard,  and  oc«» 
cupied  the  height  of  Striegau,  on  this  fide  the 
Striegauer-Wafler.  Geileral  Naflau,  with  his 
corps,  guarded  the  Nonnen-Bufch;  and  the 
army  encamped  in  the  plain  which  lies  between 
J^uernick  and  Schweidnitz;*  fo  that  a  fpace  of 

two 
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two  miles,  between  Striegau  and  Schweidnitz, 
was  occupied  by  one  almoft  uninterrupted  line 
of  Pruffian  troops.  This  pofition  enabled  the 
king  to  procure  feveral  advantages.  General 
Wallis,  who  commanded  the  van-guard  of  the 
enemy,  and  Nadafty  were  the  firft  who  appeared 
on  the  heights  of  Fribourg.  Prince  Charles  had 
entered  Silefia  by  Landfhut;  and,  purfuing  his 
march  to  Reichenau,  he  thence  came  to  Hohen- 
HennerfdorfF.  From  this  camp  he  could  de- 
fcend  into  the  plain-  by  four  roads,  thofe  of 
Fribourg,  Hohto-Friedberg,  Schwinahaus,  and 
Cauder. 

The  king  had  been  to  reconnoitre  thefe  en- 
virons, to  examine  the  parts,  and  the  ground 
on  which  he  might  arrange  his  army ;  and  he 
employed  three  days  in  preparing  the  roads, 
that  there  might  be  no  impediment  to  flop  his 
troops,  and  that  they  mi^ht  rufh  on  the  enemy, 
when  he  (hould  appear  in  the  plain.  This  was 
all  that  pnidence  could  do,  to  guard  againft 
chance.  On  the  2d  of  June,  the  Auftrian  and 
Saxon  generals  held  a  council  of  war,  near  the 
gibbet  of  Hohen-Friedberg.  Although,  from 
that  height,  they  had  a  view  of  the  whole  plain, 
they  could  perceive  only  fmall  corps  of  the 
Pruffian  army;  the  greateft  part  of  which  was 
covered   by  the  Nonnen-Bufch,    and  by   the 

ravines. 
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ravines^  behind  which  it  was  purpofely  placecft 
to  keep  the  enemy  ignorant  of  its  {brength^  and 
confirm  him  in  the  opinion  the  country  would 
aiford  no  rcfifbtnce. 

Prince  Charles  cho{e  the  village  of  Langenols 
to  encamp,  on  the  morrow.  Wenzcl  Wallis 
was  ordered  to  feize  on  the  m^azine  of  Schweid- 
nitz,  with  his  van-guard,  and  thence  to  purfuc 
the  Pruffians  to  Breflau.  The  duke  of  Weiflcn- 
fels,  with  his  Saxons,  was  to  take  Striegau; 
and  from  thence  to  march  and  lay  fiege  to  Glo- 
gau.  Prince  Charles,  in  this  projeft,  had  for* 
gotten  that  he  had  t6  fight  an  army  of  fcventy 
thoufand  men,  well  determined  not  to  Retreat  a 
foot,  without  having  defended  the  ground  to 
the  lail  extremity.  Thus  did  the  defigns  of  the 
Auftrians  and  Pruffians  counteract  each  other; 
like  contending  winds,  that  affemble  clouds, 
the  (hock  of  which  produces  lightning  and 
thunder. 

The  king  every  day  vifited  his  advanced  pofb. 
On  the  fecond,  he  was  on  a  height  before  the 
Camp  of  du  Moulin,  from  which  the  whole 
coimtry  was  difcovered,  as  were  the  heights  of 
Furftenftein,  and  even  one  end  of  the  Auftrian 
camp,  near  Reichenau.  The  king  remained 
here  a  confiderable  time,  till  he  faw  a  cloud  of 
4uft,  riling  among  the  mountains,  advancing 
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and  defceiiding  into  the  plain,  and,  in  a  fer- 
pentinc  diredion,  going  from  Cauder  to  Fege- 
bcutel  and  Ronftock.  The  diift  afterward  fet- 
tled, and  the  Auflrian  army  was  diflindly  feen ; 
having  left  the  mountains  in  eight  grand  co- 
lumns. Their  right  was  fupported  by  the  rivu- 
let of  Striegau,  and  inclined*  toward  Ronftock 
and  Hauidorff.  The  Saxons,  who  were  on  the 
left,  extended  to  Pilgrimfhain. 

Du  Moulin  received  immediate  orders  to 
raife  the  camp,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  pafs 
the  rivulet  of  Striegau,  and  take  pofl  on  a  rock, 
before  the  town,  where  there  is  a  topaz  quarry, 
from  which  it  takes  its  name*  The  army  was 
put  in  motion  at  eight  in  the  evening,  filing  off 
on  the  right  in  two  lines,  and  obferving  the  ut- 
mofl  filence  :  the  men  were  even  forbidden  to 
fmoke.  The  van  arrived  at  midnight  near  the 
bridges  of  Striegau,  where  they  waited  dU  the 
different  corps  became  compad.  On  the  4th 
of  June,  at  .two  in  the  morning,  the  king  aflem- 
bled  the  principal  officers,  to  communicate  the 
order  of  the  battle.  This  we  fhould  omit,  were 
it  not  that  every  thing  is  of  confequence,  which 
relates  to  a  deciiive  adion.  The  difpofition  \yas 
as  follows : 

^*  The  army  muft  immediately  begin  its 
^^  march  to  the  right,  in  two  lines ;  it  mufl  pafs 

**  the 
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^^  the  rivulet  of  Striegau.    Lef  the  cavalry  pilt 
*^  itfelf  in  order  of  battle  oppofite  the'  left  of 
*^  the  enemy,  toward  Pilgrimlhain,  and  let  the 
*'  corps  of  du  Moulin  cover  its  right.     Let  the 
right  of  the  infantry  form  on  the  left  of  the 
cavalry,  oppofite  the  groves  of  Ronftock.  Let 
«^  the  left  of  the  cavalry  be  fupported  by  the 
^*  rivulet  of  Striegau ;  having  the  town  of  this 
^*  name  at  a  diftance  in  its  rear.   Ten  fquadrons 
*^  of  dragoons  and  twenty  huflars  that  compofe 
**  the  referve  muft  take  poft  in  the  rear  of  the 
*^  centre  of  the  fecond  line,  to  be  employed 
**  wherever  occafion  fliall  call.     Behind  each 
^^  wing  of  the  cavalry,  let  a  regiment  of  huflars 
*^  form  a  third  line,  to  guard  the  rear  and  the 
"  flank  of  the  cavalry,  left  the  ground  ftiould 
**  become  more  cxtenfive,  or  to  aid  in  purfuit. 
**  The  cavalry  muft   impetuoufly  charge  the 
*^  enemy,  fword  in  hand,  and  muft  make  no 
^^  prifoners  during  the  heat  of  aftion  ;  its  blows 
*'  muft  be  direfted  at  the  head :   after  over- 
^'throwing  and  difperfing  the  cavalry  it  ftial! 
**  aflail,   it  is  to  turn  on  the  infantry  of  the 
*'  enemy,  and  take  it  in  flank  or  rear,  accord- 
'*  ing  as  occafion  fliall  require.     The  Pruflian 
"  infantry, is  to  meet  the  enemy  on  a  quick 
**  inarch;  and,  if  the  leaft opportunity  offers,  to 
'*  attack  with  the  bayonet.     Should  it  be  necef-* 

*'  fary 
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^^  fary  to  charge  in  the  ufual  mode,  it  muft  not 
^^  fire  at  a  diftance  of  more  than  a  hundred  and 
f^  fifty  paces.  Shovild  the  generals  find  fome 
f^  village,  on  the  wings  or  in  the  fi'ont  of  the 
^^  enemy,  which  is  not  garniflied  with  troops, 

f'  they  are  to  occupy  it,  within  and  without, 
**  with  infantry  that,  (hould  circumftances  per- 
f*  mit,  muft  take  the  enemy  in  flank:  but  no 
<«  troops  are  to  be  placed  either  in  houfes  or 
^^  gardens,  that  there  may  be  no  rcftraint  or 
**  impediment,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  van-^ 
f*  quiftied/* 

The  officers  having  returned,  each  to  his 
poft,  the  whole  army  began  to  be  in  motion. 
Scarcely  had  its  head  paffed  the  rivulet  before 
du  Moulin  fent  information  that,  having  per- 
ceived infantry  of  the  enemy  oppofite  him,  on 
fin  eminence,  he  had  corrected  his  pofition  ;  that 
he  had  extended  it  on  the  right,  in  order  to 
form  on  a  height  oppofite  to  the  other,  and  by 
which  he  outwinged  the  left  of  the  enemy. 
The  troops  he  faw  were  the  Saxons ;  who, 
having  received  orders  to  take  Striegau,  were 
highly  aftonifhed  to  find  Pruffians  in  their  pre- 
fence.  The  king  haftened  to  place  a  battery 
of  fix  twenty-four  pounders  on  mount  Topaz; 
which  was  exceedingly  ufeful,  by  the  great 
fonfufion  it  caufcd  among  the  enemy.  The 
^  Saxons 
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Saxons  advanced  with  their  whole  corps,  to  the 
fupport  of  the  van- guard,  that  was  to  take 
Striegau ;  and  were  received  by  this  cannonade, 
which  they  little  expeded.  The  right  wing  of 
the  Pruffian  cavalry  in  the  mean  time  formed 
under  this  battery ;  the  body-guard  joined  the 
corps  of  du  Moulin,  and  the  left  of  the  wing 
ended  at  the  groves  of  Ronftock. 

The  P ruffians,  after  two  fucceffive  charges, 
routed  the  Saxon  cavalry,  which  fled  full  fpecd  ; 
and  the  body-guard  hewed  down  the  two  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  that  had  fSrft  prefented  them* 
felves  before  du  Moulin.  The  Pruffian  grena- 
diers and  the  regiment  of  Anhalt  then  attacked 
the  Saxon  infimtry,  in  the  groves  where  they 
b^an  to  form,  repulfed  them,  and  diflodged 
them  from  a  mound,  on  which  they  were  en* 
deavouring  to  form  anew.  From  thence  they 
croffed  a  pond  to  charge  the  fecond  line 
on  a  marfliy  ground  ;  and  here  the  battle,  more 
murderous  than  the  former,  was  ended  with 
equal  celerity.  The  Saxons  again  were  obliged 
to  fly.  Their  generals  rallied  fome  battalions 
in  a  triangular  form,  on  a  height,  to  cover 
their  retreat;  but  the  viftorious  Pruffian  ca- 
vab-y,  of  the  right,  took  them  in  flank ;  at  the 
▼cry  moment  they  were  attacked  by  the  Pruffian 
infanxry  from  the  wood.    Kalckftein"  alfo  came 

up. 
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up,  with  feme  troops  of  the  fecond  line,  and 
greatly  outwinged  the  Saxons.  They  faw  thdr 
extreme  danger;  and,  not  waitmg  to  be  at-) 
tacked,  prefently  took  to  flight.    The  Saxon* 

were  thus  totally  beaten,  before  the  left  of  the 
army  was  entirely  formed.  It  was  a  full  quarter 
of  an  hour  before  this  left  engaged  with  the 
Auftrians. 

Intelligence  was  brought  to  prince  Charles 
at  Haufdorff,  where  h^  had  taken  up  his  quar« 
tcrs,  that  the  firing  of  artillery  and  fmall  arms 
was  heard.     He  was  in  the  belief  that  this  pro- 
ceeded from   the  attack   of  the    Saxons  on 
Striegau,  and  paid  no  attention  to  the  informa- 
tion.   Word  was  afterward  brought  him  that 
the  Saxons  were  flying,  and  t}xat  they  were 
feen  fcattered  over  every  field ;  on  which  he 
haftily  drefled  himfelf,  and  ordered  the  army 
to  advance.     The   Auftrians  in  confequence 
flowly  marched  through  the  plain,  between  the 
rivulet  of  Striegau  and  the  groves  of  Ronftock« 
This    plain  is    level,    the  ditches   excepted, 
which  mark  the  pofleffions  of  die  country  peo- 
ple.    When   the  margrave  Charles  and  the 
prince  of  Pruffia  came  up  with  the  enemy, 
they  charged  fo  hotly  that  the  aflailed  gave 
ground.    The  Auftrian  grenadiers,  with  great . 
gooc)  fez^?,  took  advanuge  of  th«  ditches  we 

have 
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have  mentioned,  and  they  might  have  retreated 
according  to  rule,  had  not  ;he  regiment  of 
guards  twice  put  them  to  flight  with  the  bayonet, 
^he  regiment  of  Haake,  that  of  Bevern,  and 
all  thofe  expofed  to  the  enemy^s  fire,  dif- 
tinguiOied  themfelvcs  by  afts  of  bravery. 

As  there  were  no  rtiore  enemies  on  the  right, 
the  king  made  a  quarter  wheel,  to  fall  upon 
the  left  flank  and  the  rear  of  the  Auftrians.  His 
right  crofled  through  the  woods  and  over  the 
marflies  of  Ronftock,  which  when  they  left,  to 
attack  the  enemy,  the  left  of  the  Pruffians  had 
already  gained  confiderable  ground.  The  ca* 
valry  of  this  left  had  been  impeded.  Kiau  had 
fcarcely  pafTed  the  bridge  of  the  rivulet  of 
Striegau,  with  a  brigade  of  ten  fquadrons,  be- 
fore it  broke.  Kiau  thought  proper  to  attack 
the  enemy's  cavalry  :  general  Ziethen  joined 
him,  with  the  referve,  overthrew  all  opponents^ 
and  gave  general  NafTau,  who  commanded  the 
impeded  cavalry,  fufficient  time  to  pafs  the 
ford.  No  fooner  had  Naflau  formed  his  wing 
than  he  fell  upon  the  remaining  cavalry  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  in  his  prefence,  and  put  it 
to  the  rout.  General  Polentz  greatly  contri- 
buted to  this  fuccefs.  He  had  flipt  into  the 
village  of  Fegebeutel,  from  which  he  fired 
upon  the  Aufbrian  cavalry ;  and  fopie  difcharges, 

which 
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Wfaidi  it  rccdTed  in  flank,  threw  k  into  con- 
fefioa  and  prepared  its  defciat. 

General  Gefler,  who  commanded  the  fecon4 
line,  feeing  there  were  no  laurels  here  to  gather^ 
turned  toward  the  Pruffian  in^try ;  and,  find- 
ing the  Auftrians  in  confiifion,  commanded  thtf 
infantry  to  open  and  let  him  pafs ;  after  which^ 
fimnis^  in  three  columns,  he  fell  upon  the  Au* 
flxions  with  incredible  fury,  a  great  number  of 
whom  were  maflacred.  Twenty-one  battalions 
of  the  regiments  of  Marchalj  Graun^  Tungen^ 
Traun>  Colownul,  Wurmbrand,  and  a  regi« 
ment  the  name  of  which  we  have  foi^gotten,  were 
made  jM^bners*  There  were  mtoy  killed,  yet 
the  number  of  the  prifoners  amounted  to  four 
thoufand.  With  thefe  were  taken  fixty^x  pair  of 
colours.  An  adioa  fo  remarkable,  (b  glorious, 
deferves  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold,  in  the 
annals  of  Pruflia.  One  general  Schwerin,  coufin 
to  him  of  Jaegemdorfff  and  an  infinity  of 
officers,  whoTe  number  prevents  dieir  names 
being,  cited>  here  acquired  immortal  £une* 
This  glorious  adion  paflM  at  the  dme  that  the 
rig^  of  the  Pruffia^s  was  marching  on  the 
flank  of  prince  Charles,  which  rendered  the 
diforder  of  his  troops  total*  The  men  all  diT- 
banded,  «nd  fled  in  the  utmoft  confufion  to* 
word  the  mountains.  The  jBluons  reared  through 

VOL.1,  FARTin  O  Seyf- 
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Scyfferfdorff.  The  main  battle  of  the  Auftrlaiif 
cfcaped  by  Kauder,  and  their  wmg  through 
Hoheh-Friedberg ;  whither,  fortunatelyi  Wal* 
lis  and  Nadafty  were  come^  to  cover  their  re- 
treat. .The  PruflSans  purfued  them  as  far  as 
^he  heights  of  Kauder^  where  they  halted  to 
take  fome  refl. 

The  amount  of  the  Pruffian  trophies  on  that 
day  were — Of  prifoners,  four  generals^  two 
hundred  officers,  and  fevert  thoufand  men.  Of 
colours,  kettle  drums,  artillery,  &c.  feventy-fiic 
pair  of  celoursi  fercn  ftandardsj  eight  pair  of 
drums,  and  fixty  cannon;  The  field  of  battle 
was  heaped  with  the  (lain.  The  enemy  there 
ioft  four  thoufand  men,  among  whotn  were 
fome  officers  of  note.  The  dead  and  wounded  of 
the  Pruffian  arriiy  fcarcely*  amounted  to  ei^teen 
hundred  men. '  Some  officers,  who  on  that  day 
fell  facrifices  to  their  countr^i  merit  our  regret. 
Among  thefc  were  general  Thichfes,  and 
colonels  Maffot^,  Schwerin,  and  Duringi 
.  This  was  the  third,  but  not  the  laft^  battle 
fought  to  decide  to  whom  Silefia  appwrtainedi 
When  fovereigns  play  for  provinces,  the  lives 
cf  men  are  but  as  counters.  Stratagem  pre- 
pared^ vEiour  fought,  the  battle.  Had  not 
prince  Charles  been  deceived' -by  his  ipie$i 
who  were  themfelves  deceived,  he  never  could 
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^  ^o  ftupidly  have  fallen  into  the  fnare  that  had 

*  been  fpread.    This  coDfirms  the  maxim  that, 

^  chofe  prindples  fhould  never  be  departed  from 
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Hmd  the  renown  of  generals  depend.  Cood  <tf 
ill  fortune  is  decided  in  an  inftant*  Tet  muft 
it  be  confefled,  the  bravery  of  the  troops  who 
fought  at  Friedberg  confidered,  the  ftate  ran  nO 
riik.  Not  a  fingle  corps  was  repuHfed.  Of 
fixty-four  battalions,  twenty -(even  only  were  in 
aftion,  and  carried  the  vidory.  The  world 
reds  not  more  fecurely  cm  the  ihoulders  of  Atlas 
than  Pruffia  on  fuch  an  army* 

No  one  ought  to  be  furprifed  that  the  Au- 
ftrians  were  not  more  hotly  purfued.  The  night 
iof  the  3d  to  the  4th  had  been  employed  in 
marching  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  battle^ 
though  (hort,  was  one  continued  effort.  Am- 
munition was  expended;  and  ammunition,  ftores 
and  proviiions,  were  all  at  Schweidnitz :  it  was 
neceffary  to  bring  them  to  the  army.  The 
fear-guard  of  prince  Charles  was  compofed  of 
the  corps  o(  Wallis  and  Nadafty,  that  had  not 
been  in  the  aftion :  they  ocaipicd  the  heights 
of  Hohen-Friedberg,  to  diilodgc  them  from 
which  would  have  been  raftmefs.  The  Pruf- 
fians  poflefled  the  heights  of  Kauder,  but  thofe 
of  Hohen-Friedbei^  were  on  their  left.  It  was 
not  therefore  for  the  imprudence  cf  ardour  to 
lofe  that  which  wifdom  had  gained.  Du  Mou- 
lin and  Winterfeld  were  detached,  on  the  mor- 
row, to  purfue  the  enemy.  They  came  up 
with  p  rince  Charles  near  Land(hut.   The  prince 
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did  Qot  expcd  tkemt  (truck  his  camp  tt  thdr 
I  ipproftcb^  and  charged  Nadafty  ta  cover  his 

I  retreat.     Winterfeld  attacked  the  latter,  put 

hill)  to  flighty  and  purfued  him  to  the  ^on 
tiers  of  Bohemia;  after  killing  two  hundred  (^ 
bis  men,  aod  taking  a  hundred  and  thirtj^  pri- 
foners*    Du  Moulin  took  poft  jui  the  very  camp 
the  Auftrians  abandoned. 

After  the  vidory,  the  king  recalled  Cagnpni, 
bis  envoy  at  Drefden.  Bulau,  the  envoy  of  the 
king  of  Polaod  at  Berlin,  was  obliged  to  depart; 
as  was  likewife  the  Saxon  refident  from  Breflau. 
The  king  declared  he  regarded  the  invaiion  of 
Silefia  by  the  Saxons  as  an  open  rupture* 

On  the  6th,  the  army  followed  the  corps  of 
du  Moulin,  and  marched  for  Landlhut^  When 
the  king  came  there,  he  was  furrovmded  by  a 
body  of  two  thoufand  peafants  who  jUked  his 
permiifion  to  maflacre  al)  the  catholics  of  the 
coimtry.  This  animofity  arofe  from  the  feverity 
of  the  perfecutions  which  the  proteftapts  had 
fufiered,  from  the  Romifh  priefts,  during  the 
reign  of  Auftria;  when  the  Lutheran  churches 
bad  been  taken  from  them,  to  beftow  on  the 
catholics.  The  king,  far  from  granting  a  re.- 
queft  fo  barbarous,  told  them  they  ought  rather 
tQ  conform  to  the  precept;  of  fcripture ;  to 
Uefs  thofe  that  curfed  them,  9Xi^  pray  for  thoife 
by  whom  they  were  perfccutedi  to  the  end  that 
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they  might  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heavei^ 
The  peafants  replied  he  was  in  the  rights  and 
delifted  from  their  cruel  requeft. 

The  van-guard  advanced  toStarckftadt,  where 
it  heard  that  the  enemy  had  quitted  Trautenau, 
and  filed  off  to  Jaromirtz :  it  then  took  poll  at 
Scalitz.  The  main  army  marched  for  Fried-? 
land  and  Nachod,  which  were  more  commo- 
dious for  fubfiftence:  after  which  it  left  the 
mountains,  and  extended  along  the  Metau,  a 
fmall  rivulet,  the  banks  of  which  are  ftecp,  and 
which,  running  from  Neuftadt,  fells  into  the 
Elbe,  near  Plefs.  The  Auftrian  camp  was  be- 
hind the  Elbe,  between  Schmirgitz  and  Jaro- 
mirtz. Nadafty,  with  a  corps  of  about  fix 
thoufand  men,  feemed  inclined  to  difpute  the 
pafllage  of  the  Metau  with  the  Pruflian  van- 
guard ;  but  Lehwald  drove  off  the  Hungarians, 
without  lofs  of  blood,  paffed  the  rivulet,  and 
encamped,  at  a  quarter  of  a  mile's^iftance,  on 
the  oppofite  fide.  On  the  morrow,  the  van- 
guard was  reinforced  by  eleven  battalions,  and 
marched  to  Caravalhota;  whence  the  king,  put- 
ting himfelf  at  its  head,  pufhed  forward  to 
KonigfgrsBtz,  and  occupied  the  ground  between 
Rufeck,  which  lies  toward  the  Elbe,  and  Divetz, 
on  the  Adlen  This  rivulet  runs  from  the  moun- 
tains of  Giatz,  and  empties  itfelf  into  the  Elbe, 
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pear  KqnigfgrsBt?:,  The  »rmy,  under  the  comr 
tnand  of  prince  Leopold^  encamped  a  qu^^r 
pf  a  mile  in  the  rear  of  the  van-guardt 

Thefe  motions  obliged  prince  Charles  to  ap-.^ 
proach  Konigfgranz*  He  pofled  himfelf  on  z 
height^  at  the  conflux  of  the  Adler  and  th? 
Plbe,  and  f^ced  the  Pruflians.  His  right  was 
fupported  by  a  marih;  his  left  was  bent  t9w^r4 
Pardubitz;  and,  in  the  rear,  he  had  a  foreft  of 
two  miles  extent,  which  goes  toward  Holt^ch» 
This  princ9,  by  means  of  three  bridges  oyer 
the  Adl^r,  had  eftablifhed  his  communication 
with  Konigfgrsetz,  where  he  had  a  detachment 
of  eight  hundred  men.  He  raifed  a  redoubt, 
b^ore  the  town,  on  a  fmall  height,  which  4e« 
fended  it  from  the  approach  of  the  Pruflians. 
}ie  was  not  to  be  attacked  in  this  poiidon;  and 
the  king  contented  himfelf  with  fending  infantry 
into  the  towns  pf  Jaromirtz  and  Sj^irgit^,  to 
maii^t^in  the  Elbe,  by  detachmenu  of  dragoons, 
and  huQars,  and  to  fecure  and  proted  his  fora- 
gers. To  view  thcfe  two  armies,  ranged  round 
Konigfgrsetz,  they  would  have  been  fifppofed 
but  one  body,  by  which  the  towp  was  befieged. 

fhe  van-guard,  however,  and  the  main  bat- 
tle pf  the  Pruflians,  were  fo  advantageoufly 
ptu4ted  that  they  were  out  of  danger,  from  the 
jmemy,    $9me  attempt  indeed  mi^ht  haye  been 
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made  on  Kanigfgnetz;  and  die  place  nd^t 
poffibly  have  been  taken.  But  to  what  purpofe  i 
It  neither  had  fortifications  nor  magazines;  and 
it  muil  have  been  abandoned,  foon  or  late.  It 
would  therefore  only  have  been  to  (hed  bloody 
to  no  effeft. 

> 

Thofe  who  judge  fuperficially  might  believe 
that,  under  circumflances  fo  propitious,  the  king 
ought  to  have  changed  the  plan  of  the  campsugn. 
which  he  had  formed  at  Neifs;  and,  with  his 
good  fortune,  to  have  extended  his  views.  But 
they  would  reafon  erroneouily.  Silefia  had 
been  faved  by  the  battle  of  Friedberg:  the 
enemy  was  beaten,  but  not  annihilated.  This 
battle  had  not  levelled  the  mountains  of  Bohe- 
mia; over  which  provifions  for  the  army  nmft 
pafs.  The  provifion  chcfts  had  been  loft,  in 
1 744 :  and  fubfiftence  therefore  could  only  ar- 
rive at  the  camp  by  the  aid  of  the  waggons  of- 
the  peafants  of  Silefia.  After  the  departure  of  the; 
margrave,  from  Upper  Silefia,  the  H\mgarians 
had  furprifed  the  fortrcfs  of  Cofel,  and  made 
incurfions  even  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Schweidnitz  and  Brcflau.  They  nii^t  have 
come  upon  the  back  of  the  army,  and  have  in- 
tercepted its  fubfiftence.  The  king  could  not 
gremove  above  ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  Schweid- 
jiitZj  whence  he  could  receive  provifions  only 

once 
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t  ouce  in  five  d^yst    Had  he  o^rried  die  war  into 

^  Saxony,  I]e  mvift  have  abandoned  Silefia^  to 

1  (he  difcredon  cf  the  Auftrians^    Confiderations 

fo  important  induced  him  to  remain  ^rm  to  his 
former  plan ;  that  i$  to  fay»  to  eat  up  the  fron« 
tiers  of  Bohemia^  ^ha(  he  might  prevent  the 
^emy  from  wintering  there. 

The  French  continued  to  make  fome  attempts 
pn  the  king  of  Poland^  offering  the  Imperial 
frown,  which  he  would  not  obtain  in  hafte,  as 
a  bait.  The  only  negotiation  proper  for  the 
Fruffians  was  that  with  England ;  becaufe  that 
this  latter  power,  alone,  could  induce  the  queen 
of  Hungary  to  make  peace.  The  king  of  Eng- 
land was  then  at  Hanover,  whither  he  had 
pTought  lord  Harrington.  Young  count  Podo- 
wils,  who  was  ambaflador  at  the  Hague,  re- 
ceived orders  to  repair  to  Hanover,  and  found 
theihore,  that  he  might  difcova:  how  lord  Har- 
rington and  the  court  were  difpofed. 

As  to  what  regarded  the  operations  of  war, 
it  was  refolved  to  keep  footing,  as  long  as  pof- 
fible,  in  Bohemia ;  carefully  to  choofe  the  beft 
camps  tibat  could  be  found,  that  the  troops  with 
which  general  Naflau  was  detached  into  Upper 
Silefia>  for  the  recovery  of  Cofel,  might  be  but 
httle  expofedy  and  that  every  appearance  of  an 
offenfive  war  might  be  afieded^  in  order  to  awe 

the 
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the  enemy ^  and  conceal  the  real  de^^a  of  ^^ 
ing  on  the  defenfive. 

Naflau  departed^  pa  the  25th  of  June,  wftl| 
twelve  thoufand  niea,  pafled  through  Glatz  an4 
Reichenileini  (Irpve  back  the  Hungarians  tQ 
Neuftadt,  from  which  he  diilodged  them  with 
lofs,  and  afterward  advanced  to  Cofd,  wherp 
he  made  preparations  for  the  fiege.  This  place 
had  been  takep  by  the  treachery  of  an  officer  qF 
the  garrifpn,  whp  defcrted.  The  traitor  in- 
formed the  enemy  that  the  moat  >vas  |ipt  fj- 
HJfhed,  and  that  it  was  fordab^e  at  tl;e  ^t^gle  of 
a  baftipn,  which  he  ipdic^ted*  He  pafled  thp 
moat  with  (wq  thoufand  pandours,  fcaled  thp 
t)aftion  4nd  took  the  place.  Foris  was  gover* 
nor.  There  were  fome  foldiers  killfd:  the  rp* 
mainder,  to  thp  number  of  three  hundred  an4 
fifty,  wprp  made  prifoners.  This  happened  two 
4fty5  zlkjcx  the  margrave  had  evacuated  Upper 
Silefia. 

While  general  Naflau  was  thus  employ ed^ 
the  kiiig  took  every  care  for  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  troops;  for  which  purpofe  he  dptached  his 
heavy  cavalry  toward  Opojfchna,  which  wa^ 
half  a  mile  on  the  left  of  the  two  corps  of  the 
Pniffian  army.  This  cavalry  every  night  gav^ 
the  al^rm  to  prince  Charles,  19  prove  wh^ 
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countenance  he  kepc^  which  often  was,  ba4 
enough^  and  to  confirm  him  in  the  opinion  that 
the  king  meditated  fome  grand  defign^  which 
he.  would  execute  when  leaft  expeded.  The 
Auflrians  were  held  in  this  fuTpenfe  for  more 
than  a  month.  The  king  had  a  detachment  a( 
Hohenbrpch  on  his  left,  and  the  jealoufy  with 
which  this  camp  infpired  the  Auftrians  made 
them  fear  to  be  attacked  in  rear.  In  realityj  the 
Pruffians  might  extend  to  Reichenau  and  Hohen- 
mauth,  and  prince  Charles  would  have  been 
obliged  to  cover  Moravia,  from  which  he  drew 
his  provifions.  His  magazines  were  eflablilhed 
in  gradation;  the  nearefl  was  that  of  Pardubitz; 
the  next  that  of  Chrudim ;  and  further,  toward 
Moravia,  was  that  of  Teutfchbrod.  Should 
this  march  be  executed,  it  would  derange  the 
whole  Auflrian  (economy,  and  put  the  king  in 
a  condition  of  having  his  flour  from  Glatz,  ii^ 
ftead  of  fending  to  Schweidnitz,  which  would 
have  been  at  an  equal  diftance. 

If  the  king  (hould  prefer  afting  on  his  right, 
he  might  pafs  the  Elbe,  not  far  from  Smirgita, 
and  aflurne  the  camp  of  Clumetz,  which  was 
good,  and  exceedingly  advantageous.  In  his 
rear  would  be  extenfive  plains,  which  would 
fupply  forage  in  abundance;  thence  he  might 
4iflurb  the  Auftrians  to.w^4  Pardubiu;  ^^9 
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in  fome  maimer^  cut  off  the  cominuoicatioiis  of 
the  Saxoni  with  Lufatit.  The  latter  plan  was 
preferred  to  the  former;  cfpecially  beorufe  of  the 
Saxons;  the  king  having  received  intimatioii 
that  count  ^  *  *  meditated  an  attempt  on  the 
marche  of  Brandenbourg« 

The  better  to  conceal  hs$  meaning  finpi  tfa^ 
enemy^  the  king  detached  general  Wmtofeld^ 
with  three  thouland  men^  to  the  camp  of  Rei- 
chenauy  while  the  army  made  a  movement  to 
the  right)  to  pafs  the  Elbe  not  &r  firom  Jaro- 
mirtZ)  where  all  the  detachments  were  to  re* 
unite.    The  grand  army  had  its  rig^t  fupported 
by  a  wood>  in  front  of  which  was  an  abatiS)  and 
Its  left  by  the  Elhe^  near  the  village  of  Nechanitz^ 
having  the  advantage  of  height^  and  a  glacis, 
from  one  extremity  of  the  camp  to  thp  other. 
Du  Moulin  repafled  the  Metau^  with  fix  bat- 
ulions  and  forty  fquadrons^  and  to<^  poft  at 
Skalitz^  to  afcertain  the  commynication  of  pror 
vifions^  between  Jaromirtz  and  Neuiladtj  where 
there  was  a  battalion  in  garrifen*    Perhaps  the 
firft  project  of  which  we  have  fpo|cen  would 
have  been  fuperior  to  this.    It  has  fince  been 
known  that  the  duke  of  Weiflenfels  would  not 
have  followed  prince  Charles^  toward  the  fron* 
riers  of  Moravia.     It  is  only  five  miles  fron^ 
Reichenau  to  Glatz^  and  it  is  ten  from  Clum  to 
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Schweklnitz,  which  rendered  the  tranfportatidn 
of  provifions  more  difficult.  But  men  arc 
guilty  of  errors^  and  tbofe  who  commit  the 
lead  obtain  the  greateil  advantages.    During 

the  Hay  of  the  army  at  Clum»  the  time  was 
wholly  employed  in  foragmg  by  both  armies, 
and  in  fending  out  .parties  to  intercept  each 
other.  Among  the  Auftrian  ofEcers^  colonel 
Derchofi  only  fignalized  himfelf^  in  this  war  of 
ikirmifhes.  He  made  fome  captures,  which 
general  Fouquet  revenged,  by  the  parties  thai 
he  fent  from  Gktz,  on  the  rear  of  the  Auftrian 
i^my,  and  who  vexed  them  intolerably  by  the 
frequent  prizes  they  made. 

There  was  a  detached  poft  at  Schmirfitz, 
which  prafbfed  a  newftratagem,to  intimidate  the 
Himgarians  who  came  and  fired  on  a  redoubt 
and  a  centinel,  placed  near  the  bridge  of  the 
Elbe.  It  is  a  jocular  affair  which  will  give  fome 
relief  to  the  continued  gravity  of  the  fubjeft. 
Some  cendnels  having  been  wounded  by  pan* 
dours,  the  ^nadiers  of  Kalckftein  thought: 
proper  to  drefs  up  a  fcare-crow,  in  a  grenadier^s 
cpat,  and  to  fee  it  at  the  place  where  the  cep* 
tinel  ftood.  This  puppet  they  moved  with 
cords,  fo  that  it  might  be  miftaken  for  a  man,  at 
a  certain  diftance.  They  then  hid  themfelvcs  in 
fome  brambles,  near  the  place.    The  pandours 

came 
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came  up,  and  fired;  the  fcarc-crow  fell,  and 
they  immediately  advanced  running.  As  im^ 
mediately  they  were  faluted  by  a  hot  fire  firotfi 
the  brambles ;  and  the  grenadiers,  jumping  out, 
made  thbffe  they  had  wounded  prifonefs.  After 
this  the  pindout-s  lio  more  molefted  the  poft. 

Let  us  return  to  rttore  important  objeds. 

After  the  battle'  of  Friedberg^  prince  Charles 
mceflantly  ittipOltuned  the  court  for  reinforce- 
ment.   Eight  regittients  were  fent  him,  drawa 
from  BaVark,  the  army  on  the  Rhine,  and  the 
garrifon  of  Fribourg,   which  had  lately  been 
exchanged  with  the  French.    But,  at  the  very 
time  that  this  fuccour  arrived,   the  duke  of 
Weiflenfels  quitted  the  Auftriaits ;  and,  inftead 
of  twenty-four  thoufand,  left  only  fix  thoufand 
Saxons.     The  following  was  the  reafon  of  that 
retreat.     The  king  had  been  informed  that  the 
king  of  Poland  was  in  treaty  with  the  Bavarians, 
to  pay  therti  i,  fubfidy,  and  take  fix  thoufand  orf 
their  troops  into  his  fervice.     Thefe  men  might 
have  made  a  difagreeablc  diverfion  into  Bran- 
denbourg.     All  mode  of  accommodation  with 
Saxony  was  wanting;  the  only  way  to  reftrain 
that  power  was  to  keep*  it  in  awe.     For  this 
purpofe,  the  prinCe  of  Anhalt  aflembled  his 
troops,  near  Halle.     He  was  reinforced  by  four 
regiments  of  infentry ;    and  three  of  cavaliy, 
X  ^hich 
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%hich  Geflcr  brought  from  Bohemia.      The 
Baxons  might  expeft  the  prince  of   Anhalt 
Would  aft  offenfively  againft  them,  as  his  corps 
w^  Tufficiently  ftrong  fof  their  fubjeftion.     A 
inanifcfto  in  the  mean  time  appeared,  which 
declared  that  the  king,  having  the  example  of 
the  queen  of  Hungary  before  his  eyfes,  who  had 
treated  the  allies  and  auxiliary  troops  of  the 
late  emperor  as  enemies,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
Hefllans,  the  Palatines^  and  the  Pruffianfe — the 
kingi  1  rtpeat,  thought  himfelf  authorifed  to 
treat,  in  like  mafihef,  the  Saxons  as  enemies, 
who  wSre  auxiliaries  of  the  queen  of  Hungary, 
ind  to  rdtort  upon  them  the  leVil  they  had 
meditated  againft  the  ftatek  of  the  kiilg.     Th6 
irm  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt  was  raifed,  and  he 
was  ready  to  ftrike :  the  figning  of  the  Hanover 
Convention  fufpended  the  falling  blow. 

It  muft  be  remembered  that  the  French  had 
ifulfilVed  ho  one  of  the  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
Verfailles;  that  thfey  refafed  the  Pruffiaris  every 
fuccour;  that  the  retreat  of  the  prince  of  Conti 
renounce  the  iMperial  throne  to  the  firft 
comer;  and  that  the  Frdich  broke  all  the  tics 
by  which  'they  Were  united  to  the  princes  of 
Germany.  To  thefe  reifons  another,  ftill  more 
forcible,  muft  be  added;  the  totally exhaufted 
ftate  oi  the  finances.    Xhe  king  therefore  was 

induced 


induced  to  negockte  for  peace^    The  bails  ct 
the   Hanover   convendon   was  the  peace  of 
Breflau;  and  king  Geoi^  further  engaged  to 
procure  the  guarantee  of  all  the  powers  of 
Europe^  whenever  there  ihould  be  a  gqieral 
peace.     The  king  of  t^ruffia^  on  his  part^ 
promifed  to  acknowledge  the  grand  duke  of 
Tufcany  for  emperon     George^  after  having 
long  wavered  between  his  Hanoverian  minifbry 
and  lord  Harrington^  figged  this  treaty  on  the 
22d  of  September.    It  then  feemed  that  the 
pacification  of  the  empire  would  immediately 
follow  the  convention  of  Hanover*     But^  to 
have  calmed  the  paffions  of  die  king  of  England 
!  was  not  fufficient^   there  were  enemies  mote 
irreeoncileable^  who  were  bent  on  lowering  thft 
nfing  power  of  the  Pruffians.    *  ♦  ♦  at  Drefden^ 
and  Bartenftein  at  Vienna^  imagined  the  mo^ 
ment  was  corne^  and  were  defirous  of  profiting 
by  circumfbnces  which  they  fupp^ed  fi>  &vour« 
able.    The  pofleffion  of  the  Imperial  crown 
a^un  inflated  the  court  of  Vienna;  and  the  wilh 
to  divide  the  fpoils  c£  an  enemy  imparted  firm^ 
nefs  totfaat  of  Drefcleii. 

For  the  better  underftanding  of  fsdi>  It  wilt 
perhaps  be  neceflary  to  relate  in  what  mannef 
the  Impmal  dignky  reverted  to  the  new  houfe 

c(  A%iftria^    After  the  peace  of  Fuffitt^  count 

$  Segur 
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ScgUr  had  marched  along  the  Nccker  to  join 
the  prince  of  Conti«  Bathiani  followed  him» 
and  traverfed  the  empirt  to  \mite  Imnfelf  with 
the  duke  d*Aremberg,  iKrhofe  torps  was  in 
quarters  at  Weilbourg.  France  ought,  at  this 
inftant,  to  have  made  every  effort  to  prevent 
fuch  a  junftion.  She  remained  inadive.  The 
pretext  for  war  was  to  hinder  the  Imperial  dig* 
nity  from  returning  to  the  new  houfe  of  Auftria. 
France  (hould  therefore  have  aflembled  her 
forces  in  the  environs  of  Frankfort^  which  would 
have  rendered  her  miftrefs  of  the  ele^on. 
The  prince  of  Conti  fhould  have  been  author* 
ized  to  drive  the  duke  d'Aremberg  out  c^  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city ;  and  particularly^ 
not  to  fuffer  him  to  join  Bathiani,   and  thus 

permit  the  Auftrians  to  gain  an  evident  fuperi'' 
ority  over  the  French*  Louis  XV*  and  the 
prince  of  Conti  had  often  aflufed  the  king,  in 
their  letters,  that  they  would  oppofe  the  elec- 
tion of  the  grand  duke,  at  the  hazard  of  a 
battle.  Thefe  were  fine  words*  No  battle  was 
fought.  The  prince  of  Cond  was  obliged  to 
detach  fifteen  thouiand  men  to  Flanders.  Couoc 
Traun  had  the  command  of  tBe  army  of  &e 
empire  I  and,  detaching  Bserenkka,  ordered^ 
him  to  pais  the  Rhiiie^  Biberieh.  The  prince 
tfCotin  took  the  alarm,  Uew  up  fail  bridge  o£  ' 
Tol*  X*  f  AXT  XI.  P  AichaA 
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ATchaffenbourg,  broke  down  that  of  Hochfl:^ 
^d  retired  to  Gerau,  on  the  Rhine.  The 
grand  duke  repaired  in  perfon  to  his  army. 
Xraun  pafled  the  Maine.  Bsrenklau  defeated 
fome  free  companies  6f  the  prince  of  Conti^ 
near  Oppenheim,  after  which  the  French  no 
longer  flood  their  ground.  The  prince  of 
Conti  repaired  the  Rhine^  at  Germerlheim  and 
at  Rheinturkheim.  His  baggage  was  taken 
by  the  enemy,  who  difturbed  him  much  on  his 
retreat.  He  encamped  at  Worms,  behind  the 
rivulet  of  Ofthofen,  and  retired  from  thence  to 
Mauterftadt,  where  he  ended  a  campaigh  dur- 
ing which  the  arms  of  France  gained  but  litde 
glory. 

The  retreat  of  the  prince  of  Conti  was  the 
lignal  at  which  the  vertigo  of  the  princes  of  the 
empire  and  their  attachment  to  the  houfe  of 
Auftria  broke  forth.  It  is  r^Uy  aftonilbing, 
confidering  the  haughtinefs  and  defpotifin  with 
which  this  houfe  had  governed  Germany,  that 
flaves  fo  vile  could  be  found,  as  willingly  to 
'fntimtt  their  necks  to  the  yoke.  Tet  was  the 
tnajority  of  this  temper.  The  king  of  England 
imd  the  whole  electoral  college  at  his  difpotidon^ 
iw  was  xnafter  of  the  diet*  The  elector  of 
Mayence  owed  his  ftutune  to  the  hoclfe  of 
.  Auftria,  and  was  bvn  the  interpreter  of.  its.  vtHL 

X  ->  : :  ..I  .:     '..  -By 
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i  by  ancient  cuflom^  the  dean  of  the  eledofal 

li  tollege  invites  the  eleftors  to  the  diet  of  eleftion. 

I  After  the  death  of  Charies  VII.  the  elector  of 

e  Mayence  performed  this  office^  and  fixed  the 

t  X)pening  of  the  diet  for  the  firft  of  June.     The 

!  baron  of  Erthal,  charged  with  this  embafTy^ 

I  came  to  Prague,  and  invited  the  elcftor  of 

I  Bohemia,  as  well  as  the  other  eledors,  which 

I  was  in  contradiftion  to  the  decifion  of  the  lad 

diet,  by  which  it  had  been  determined  that  the 

Vote  of  Bohemia  fhould  be  fuffered  to  ilumber. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1745,  it  had  been 

feared,  both  at  Vienna  and  Hanover,  that  the 

army  of  the  prince  of  Conti  would  prevent  th^ 

partifans  of  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany  from 

giving  their  votes  at  Frankfort :  therefwe,  it 

had  been  in  contemplation  to  choofe  the  dty  of 

Erfort  for  the  fitting  of  the  diet.    This  likcwife 

was  contrary  to  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 

*  Germanic  body ;  efpecially  to  the  golden  bull. 

The  weaknefs  of  France  prevented  the  q\ieen  of 

Hungary  from  thus  tranfgreflSng. 

The  diet  of  the  empire  afTembled  at  Frank- 
fort on  the  firft  of  June.  France  declared  againft 
the  grand  duke ;  but  the  army  of  the  prince  of 
Conti,  which  was  to  have  fupported  this  declara<> 
tion,  having  difappeared,  this  was  a  tacit  confef- 
fion,  on  the  part  of  France,  of  her  impotence,  by 

P  a  which 
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which  (he  alienated  the  hearts  of  all  her  allies. 
The  envoys  of  Brandenbourg  and  the  eleftor 
Palatine  fent  a  memorial  to  the  dietj  in  which 
they  demanded  that  three  points  (hould  be 
examined.  I.  Whether  the  fuflFrages  of  the 
ambafladors  invited  by  the  eleftor  of  Mayencc 
were  admiflible  ?  II.  Whether  their  refpec- 
tive  princes  enjoyed  the  freedom  required  by 
the  golden  bull  ?  III.  Whether  fome  of  them 
were  not  deprived  of  this  freedom,  either  by 
promifes  or  by  bribes  ? 

The  firfl:  of  thefe  queftions  related  to  the 
Bohemian  ambaflador,  who  ought  not  to  have 
been  admitted;  the  fecond  to  the  Palatine 
ambaflador,  whofe  fecretary  had  been  carried 
off  by  the  Auftrians,  at  the  gates  of  Frankfort ; 
and  almofl  the  whole  electoral  college  was  in- 
cluded in  the  third.  The  two  envoys  concluded 
by  protefting  againft  the  aflembly  of  the  diet, 
which  muil  be  cenfured  as  illegal  till  a  redrels 
of  thefe  grievances  was  obtained,  and  wididrew 
from  the  diet. 

As  one  fklfe  ftep  leads  to  another,  the  Au- 
ftrian  cabal  overlooked  all  propriety ;  and,  with- 
out any  regard  to  thefe  proteftations,  it  was 
determined  that  the  13th  of  September  (hould 
be  the  day  of  elcdion.  The  envoys  from  Ber- 
lin and  the  eledor  Palatine  retired  to  Hanau, 

protefting 
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procefting  againft  this  aflembly,  as  illicit  and 
fchifmatic,  the  refblutions  and  ads  of  which 
muft  be  regarded  as  null. 

The  grand  duke  was  eleded  on  the  1 3th  of 
September,  to  the  great  content  of  the  king  of 
England  and  the  queen  of  Hungary.  It  re-» 
mained  to  examine  whether  it  were  better  the 
king  (hould  purely  and  fimply  acknowledge 
the  new  emperor^  or  come  to  an  open  quarrel 
with  bim^  by  declaring  that  he  would  allow 
neither  the  eledion  nor  the  elected  to  be  legale 
The  king  kept  a  juft  medium  between  the  two* 
He  was  profoundly  filent ;  becaufe  that,  ip,  the 
firft  place^  he  could  not  bring  France  to  aft  fo 
as  to  overturn  what  had  been  done  at  Frankfort; 
and,  in  the  fecond,  to  acknowledge  the  em* 
peror,  without  any  neceflSty,  would  have  been 
to  have  deprived  himfelf  of  an  ad  of  compla- 
cency, which  in  negotiating  for  peace  might  be 
of  fome  value. 

The  queen  o(  Hungary  peaceably  enjoyed, 
at  Frankfort,  the  fpedbtcle  of  that  Imperial 
crown  which  (he  had  taken  fo  much  trouble  to 
place  on  the  head  of  her  hufband.  To  him  (he 
left  the  name  of  emperor ;  to  herfelf  (he  re- 
ferved  the  authority.  Nor  was  (he  angry  that  it 
was  remarked  the  duke  was  but  the  phanton^ 
p{  dignity ;  and  that  (he  was  the  eflence.    She 

P  3  difcovercd 
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difcovercd  her  haughtinefe  too  openly,  while 
(he  remained  at  Frankfort ;  princes  (be  treated 
as  her  fubjefts ;  and  was  even  mofe  than  im- 
polite to  prince  William  of  Hefle*  She  openly 
avowed  in  converfation,  that  fhe  would  rather 
lofe  her  under  petdcoat  than  Silefia.  She 
owned  the  king  of  Pruffia  poflefled  abilities j^ 
but  affirmed  they  were  tarnilhed  by  inconftancy 
and  injuftice.  The  fecret  emiflaries  of  the  king 
had  infinuated  fome  propofals  for  peace  at 
.  Frankforti  which  wer?  all  rejeded.  The  for- 
titude of  the  emprefs  degenerated  fometimes 
.  into  obftinacy .  She  was^  as  a  woman  intoxicatec}, 
at  having  recovered  the  Imperial  dignity  for  her 
defcendants.  Occupied  folely  by  fmiling  prof- 
pcfts  of  foturity,  (he  thought  her  grandeur 
would  be  degrade,  (hould  (he  negotiate  with  a 
prince,  whom  (he  accufed  of  rebellion,  as  with 

an  equal. 

To  this  motive  of  vanity  moje  folid  reafons 

of  ftate  were  added.  From  the  time  of  Ferdi- 
nand I.  the  principles  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
tended  to  the  eftabli(hment  of  defpotifm,  in 
Germany.  Nothing  could  be  more  contrary  tx) 
fuch  a  delign  than  to  fufTer  an  eleftor  to  acquire 
top  much  power ;  or  to  pennit  a  king  of  Pruflia, 
-  ftrengthened  by  the  fpoils  of  the  emperor 
Charles  VL  and  employing  his  forces  againd 

Auflrian 
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Auftrian  ambition^  to  fuftain  the  liberties  of  tl^e 
Germanic  body  againft  her  with  too  much 
efficacy. 

StKh  are  the  true  reafons  which  prevented 
the  court  of  Vienna  from  acceding  to  the  treaty 
-of  Hanover.  Thofe  of  the  king  of  Poland 
were  very  different.  His  principal  objeft  was 
to  preferve  the  crown  of  Poland  in  his  family; 
and,  the  better  to  fecure  this,  he  hoped  to  gain 
a  communication  between  Saxony  and  Poland, 
through  Silefia,  by  the  wan  He  was  ambitious 
of  pofleffing  the  dutchy  of  Glogau;  or  even 
jnore,  if  more  might  be  obtained ;  and  *  ♦  *, 
iKrho  fuppofed  the  king  of  Pruffia  at  bay,  would 
not  liften  to  compofition.  Thus  the  hopes, 
well  or  ill  founded,  of  the  two  courts  pre- 
vented the  convention  of  Hanover  from  ripen* 
ing  into  a  peace,  between  thefe  three  beU 
ligerent  powers. 

The  kmg  of  England  however  flattered  him* 
felf  that,  by  continually  iniifting  on  d^  fame 
fubjed,  he  might  finally  bring  die  emprefs  and 
Auguftus  over  to  his  opinion.  The  aflurances 
he  gave  the  king  of  Pruffia  of  this  occaf^oned 
the  expedition  of  Saxony  to  be  ilifpended. 
Befide,  under  thefe  circumftances,  it  would  havie 
been  injurious  to  have  embroiled  affairs  more 
than  they  already  were,  and  to  have  undertaken 

P  4  a  new 


t  new  war.    This  moderation,  in  the  eondisd:  of 
the  king,  did  but  ferve  to  put  his  enemies  to 
confufion ;  who  endeavoured,  by  calumniating 
)Us  proceedings,  to  draw  the  hatred  of  all  the 
^ereigns  of  Europe  on  his  head. 

But  the  meafures  which  it  was  wjlhcd  to  keep 
with  Saxony  did  not  prevent  him  from  pufh- 
ing  the  war,  vigoroully,  againft  the  empreft 
queen.  He,  who,  with  arms  in  his  hand,  ima* 
gines  he  can  foften  his  enemy  by  forbearance, 
deceives  himfelf.  Viftory  alone  can  enforce 
peace.  For  this  reafon,  the  operations  of  NaiTau 
were  haftened.  Cofcl  made  but  a  feeble  refift- 
?mcc.  He  opened  the  trenches  on  the  fide  of 
the  Lower  Oder.  Some  houfes  by  accident 
caught  fire,  and  this  obliged  the  governor  to 
furrcnder,  on  the  6th  of  September.  General 
Naflau  here  took  three  thoufand  Croats,  and 
loft  only  forty-five  men  at  the  fiegc.  After 
having  revldualled  the  place,  and  left  a  garri* 
fon  of  twelve  hundred  men,  the  general  and  hia 
litde  army  marched  to  Troppau ;  from  which 
he  fent  parties  to  levy  contributions,  in  fomp 
circles  of  Moravia.  He  had  fome  flcirmiflica 
with  the  Hungarians,  whi?^  always  ended  to  hi^ 
Jionour  and  advantage* 

But  it  is  time  to  return  into  Bohemia,  where 
"W?  l?ave  left  the  Pruflian  armjr,  at  ;he  carnp  of 
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^'  Clum,  and  the  Aiiftrian  at  that  of  Konigfgnetz^ 

-  The  enemy  twice  attempted  to  force  the  finall 

^  town  of  Ncuftadt,  where  major  Tauenzien  com* 

•  ^landed:  but  they  were  on  both  occafions  ret 

pulfed,  by  the  bravery  of  this  Worthy  office^* 
p  This  was  a  very  important  poft;  becaufe  it  fc* 

i  cured  the  communication  with  Silefia.    Prince 

4  Charles,  who  believed  himfelf  more  ftrength* 

J  ened  by  the  fuccours  he  had  received  than  enfee* 

t  bled  by  the  departure  of  the  Saxons,  paiTed  the 

!  Adier  and  took  the  camp  which  the  Pruffians 

I  had  quitted,  between  Kdnigfgiietz  and  Cant* 

E  valhota.    The  Pruffians,  in  confequenci^  of  this, 

made  a  motion:  they  kept  the  Elbe  in  theit 
!  front,  Schmirfitz  on  their  right,  and  JaromirtA 

on  their  left.    Du  Moulin  guarded  his  pdl  at 
Skalitz;    and  general  Lehwald  occupied  the 
I  height  of  Plefs,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Metau 

f  fnd  the  Elbe;  fo  that  the  Pruifians  held  botl^ 

thefe  rivers. 
I  M.  de  Valori  had  taken  up  his  lodgings  in 

I  the  fuburbs  of  Jaromirtz.    Information  was  fent 

,  him  that  he  had  better  enter  the  town,  which 

I  |ie  did  not  believe.     An  Aviftrian  partifan^ 

.  flamed  Franquini,  between  whom  and  the  hoft 

of  the  marquis  there  was  good  intelligence,  at** 
tempted  to  carry  him  off.  He  paffed  through 
ti)p  gran^  and  gardens ;  but,  by  miitake,  he 

feizcd 
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feized  the  fecretary^  inftead  of  the  ambaflador« 
This  fccretary,  named  d'Arget,  had  the  wit  to 
^eftroy  al}  his  letters,  and  to  affirm  he  was 
Valori,  that  he  might  fave  his  mailer;  taking 
care  not  to  undecpive  Franqyini,  till  the  am^ 
^Kiflador  was  no  longer  in  danger. 

The  pofition  of  the  Pruffian  army  was  not  to 
}>c  attacked ;  for  even,  if  prince  Charles  would 
have  attempted  the  paflage  of  the  MetaU,  by 
the  aid  of  feveral  bridges  thrown  over  the  Elbe, 
the  king  might  come  on  the  enemy's  rear,  and 
cut  him  off   from  Konigfgraet^.      Franquini 
was  the  only  perfon  who  occafioned  fome  un« 
eaiinefs>  concerning  provifions.    He  had  takeq 
poft  in  the  foreft  vulgarly  called  the  kingdom  of 
Silva;  this  wood  communicated  with  the  roads 
of  Braunau^   Starckftadt,  and  Trautenau;  and 
from  this  he  fell  on  the  convoys,  that  came  from 
Silefia.  Each  convoy  had  a  little  battle  to  fight  j; 
and  it  was  often  neceflary  to  fend  fuccour^ 
This  fatigued  the  troqps :  they  could  only  feed 
fword  in  hand. 

The  emprefs  queen  however  began  to  be 
weary  of  the  war,  by  which  nothing  was  dc* 
cided.  Prefled  by  the  king  of  England  to 
make  peace,  (he  wifiied  at  leaft  once  more  to 
tempt  her  fortune,  before  (lie  threw  up  her 
cards,  and  fent  precife  orders  to  prince  Charles 
4  to 


TH^    HISTO&T   OF   UT   tWK   TIMES.    219 

\0  ad  offcnliyely  i  and,  if  poffible,  to  bring  thq 
Pruflians  to  a  battl?.  To  aid  him  in  this  im-t 
pofitant  projcft,  (he  had  formed  a  kind  of  coim* 
cil,  cpmpofed  of  the  dul^e  d^Arembcrg  an4 
prince  Lobkow;tz>  whom  (he  fent  to  the  army, 
flattering  herfelf  (he  had  provided  againft  all  ac-r 
i  cidents;  and  tl^at  fortune,  who  fi^d  crowned  her 
huiband  at  Frankfort,  >Yould  gain  her  battles  ix| 
Bohemia. 

It  was  foon  known,  in  the  Pru(Ean  camp, 
that  d^Aremberg  and  prince  Lobkowitz  ha4 
joined  prince  Charles  of  Lorraine  j  and  the  in- 
tentjons  of  the  emprefs  were  nearly  divined. 
J^bkowitz,  whofe  temper  was  violent  and  im- 
petuous, would  tilt  incefiantly.  Hp  every  day 
fent  huflars  to  ikirmifti,  and  often  unfea(bnably; 
and  was  very  angry  when  Nadafty,  or  Fran* 
quini,  had  received  any  check.  Prince  Charles^ 
who  kpew  the  Pruffians,  by  having  aded  againft 
them  during  three  campaigns,  would  have  pre- 
ferred a  war  of  ftratagem  to  that  he  was  com- 
manded to  make:  he  would  have  been  con- 
tented to  difputc  fubfiftence,  to  have  (lowly 
confumed  his  enemy,  and  to  have  accumulated 
many  fmall  advantages ;  which,  united,  arq  equi- 
valent  to  the  higheft  fuccefs.  The  duke  d'Arem- 
berg,  impotent  from  age,  was  of  the  opinion  V 
;he  Jaft  fpeaker.    The  two  armies  were  not 

above 
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above  half  a  cannon  (hot  diftant  from  each  other. 
The  king,  whofc  tent  was  on  an  eminence, 
every  day  faw  the  generals  of  the  enemy  cx>me 
to  reconnoitre  his  pofition.     They  might  have 
been  taken  for  aftronomers,  by  their  obferving 
the  Pruffians  through  their  long  tubes.     They 
afterward  held  their  deliberations :  but  nothing 
could  be  undertaken  againfl  a  camp  which  was 
too  advantageoufly  fituated^  and  too  ftrong,  to 
fufFer  infult. 

The  enemy  foon  after  gave  the  alarm  to  the 
corps  of  general  Lehwald.    Fifteen  himdred 
pandours  pafled  the  Metau,  during  the  night, 
and  entrenched  themfelves  on  a  neighbouring 
height  to  that  of  the  PrufSans.    They  were  to 
be  followed  by  a  fwann  of  light  troops.    Leh- 
wald did  not  give  them  time  for  this;   but, 
marching  at  the  head  of  two  battalions,  drove 
them  with  the  bayonet  from  their  redoubt,  took 
forty  of  their  men,  and  purfued  them  with  his 
huflars.     During  their  precipitate  flight,  the 
bridge  over  the  Metau  broke  down,  and  feve- 
ral  were  drowned.     This  brave  action  of  the 
general  prevented  the  Auftrians  fit>m  eftablifh* 
ing  a  conununication  with  Franquinf,  who  pur- 
pofed  to  intercept  the  convoys  coming  to  the 
Pruffian  camp. 

Prince  Lobkowitz  did  not  remain  quiet,  hc^^- 
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cavife  fome  of  his  projeds  had  failed :  he  coa- 
tinually  formed  new  ones,  and  a  third  time  at* 
tempted  the  taking  of  Neuftadt.  The  town 
was  invefted,  September  7th,  by  ten  thbufand 
men,  of  which  the  king  was  not  informed  till 
the  1 2th.  He  inftandy  fent  du  Moulin  and 
Winterfeld  to  its  fuccour.  Winterfeld,  with 
three  hundred  foot  of  the  regiment  of  Schweiin, 
forced  the  paflage  of  a  wood,  defended  by  two 
thoufand  pandours.  The  Hungarians  loft  two 
cannon,  and  were  driven  down  a  kind  of  pre* 
cipice,  which  was  in  their  rear.  At  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Pruffians,  the  fiege  of  Neiafladt 
was  raifed :  the  Auflxians  repafled  the  Metau, 
a|ul  retired  to  their  camp.  Tauenzien,  (hut  up 
in  a  paltry  defencelefs  place,  the  wall  of  which 
was  open  in  many  parts,  had  five  days  fuilained 
a  iiege,  with  trenches  opened,  s^nft  ten  thou* 
fand  enemies;  who,  the  two  lafl  days,  had  dut 
off  the  canals,  which  brought  water  from  the 
fprings  to  the  city.  The  walls  had  been  bat* 
tcred  by  ten  pieces  of  artillery ;  and  a  confider- 
able  gap  had  been  made.  '  We  have  feen  towns, 
fortified  by  Vauban  and  Cohorn,  that  propor- 
tionably  have  not  held  out  fo  long.  It  is  not 
therefore  the  flxength  of  wodcs  which  defends 
fortrefles;  but  rather  the  valour  and  intelligence 
of  the  commviden 

The 


The  poft  of  Ncuftadt  could  no  longer  bfe  de- 
fended, fince  water  was  wanting;  yet,  by  aban- 
doning it,  all  regard  to  the.  fafety  of  convoys 
would  be  loft*    however,  the  forage  of  the 
neighbourhood  being  confumed,  it  was  time  to 
change  fituation,  and  the  walls  of  the  place  were 
demolifhed^    The  army  pafled  the  Elbe>  near 
Jaromirtz,  on  the  1 8th  of  September,  and  en- 
camped at  Kowalkowitz,  without  any  motion 
bting  made  by  the  enemy,  in  oppolition.     It 
was  neceffary  to  detach  general  Polentz  from 
the  camp,  with  a  thoufand  horfe  and  three  bat- 
talions, to  cover  the  new  marche  and  the  Oder, 
againft  a  corps  of  fix  thoufand  Ulans,  whom  the 
king  of  Poland  had  raifed,  and  wifiied  to  intro- 
duce into  Saxony,   to  join  his  orfier  troops. 
The  remaining  detachments  returned  to  the 
army,  the  left  of  which  was  covered  by  du 
Moulin. 

Rejoicings  were  made  on  that  day  in  the  Au* 
ftrian  army,  to  celebrate  the  eledion  of  the 
grand  duke,  the  officers  of  which  exulted  in  the 
title  of  Imperial.  Two  days  were  paffed  in  feaft* 
ing,  during  which  wine  was  not  fpared.  This 
perfiaps  would  have  been  the  moment  to  attack ; 
but  the  king  was  defirous  not  to  depart  from  his 
plan.  He  therefore  refolved  to  march  and  en- 
camp at  Staudentz.     The  road  thither  led 
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f,  through  a  vailsy,  befide  which  were  woods  and 

liills^  that  form  a  part  of  the  foreft  of  Siiva. 
Franquini  was  in  ambuTcade^  near  the  village 
of  Liebenthaly  on  the  way  the  fecond  column 
was  to  pafs.  Prince  Leopold^  who  led  this 
column,  detached  fome  battalions^  that  fur- 
rounded  the  wood,  at  the  fame  time  that 
Malacbowiky,  at  the  head  of  fome  hundreds  of 
huflarsy  afcended  thefe  cragged  rocks;  and^ 
aided  by  the  infantry,  drove  the  partifan  firom 
his  ambufli.  This  adion,  one  of  the  boldeft 
cavalry  could  undertake,  was  highly  glorious 
to  Malachowfky.  Twenty  Pruffianswerc  kil- 
led, and  forty  wounded,  in  this  affair. 

It  was  late  before  the  army  gained  the  camp 
of  Staudentz«  Lehwald  with  his  corps  occupied 
Starckftadt;  and  du  Moulin  marched  to  Trau* 
tenau,  with  his  detachment,  to  cover  the  con* 
voys  from  Silefia.  Thus  the  Prullians  extended 
.  along  the  chain  of  mountains,  which  lie  on  the 
frontiers  of  Silefia,  from  Trautenau  toward 
Braunau.  The  country  was  eaten  up,  and 
die  enemy  x:ould  not  be  able  to  fubfifl  there 
during  winter.  This  formed  a  barrier,  which  re* 
Ueved  Silefia  from  incurfions,  till  the  approach* 
ing  fpring.  Forage  here  was  always  more 
fcarce  and  difficult  than  in  plains,  by  the  diffi- 
cult and  interfefted  nature  of  the  ground,  which 
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llirroundcd  the  camp.  In  order  that  the  troops 
might  not  be  expofed  to  affronts,  three  thoulafid 
horfe  and  eight  thoufand  foot  were  neceffary  for 
convoys,  and  to  *  cover  the  forage :  each  bottle 
of  ftraw  was  bought  by  a  fkirmilh.  Moratz, 
Trenck,  Nadafty,  and  Franquini,  were  daily' 
in  the  field.    It  was  the  fchool  of  partifans. 

Franquini,  of  all  the  Auflxian  officeh,  had 
the  moft  exaft  knowledge  of  the  roads  which 
lead  from  Bohemia  into  Silefia.  Bet\veen  Schatz- 
lar  and  Trautenau,  he,  with  four  thoufand 
pandours,  attacked  a  convoy  of  flour  efcorted 
by  three  hundred  foot.  Young  MoUeiidorff,  aid 
dU'Camp  to  the  king,  conduced  this  convoy* 
He  fuftained  every  effort  of  the  enemy,  and 
took  pod  in  a  church-yard  which  commanded 
the  defile,  where  he  protedled  the  waggons  and 
defended  himfelC  for  three  hours,  till  fuccoiir 
arrived  from  du  Moulin,  by  which  he  was  en- 
tirely relieved.  The  enemy  left  forty  dead. 
The  lofs  of  the  efcort  was  flight;  except  thar 
Franquini  unyoked  and  carried  off  the  horfes, 
from  about  thirty  of  the  waggons. 

Thou^  thefe  are  but  trifling  adtions,  yet  are 
they  too  honourable  to  the  nation,  and  to  thofc 
by  whom  they  were  fought,  to  leave  them  in 
forgetfulnefs,  fince  they  may  teach  emulation 
to  poftcrity.    The  enemy  each  new  day  under- 
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iook  fome  new  enterprife.    Enjoying  the  &vour 
of  the  country^  they  were  informed  of  the  pro- 
vifions  and  ovens  of  the  army  which  were  at 
Trautenau^  and  this  information  was  fufficient 
to  induce  them  to  fet  fire  to  the  four  corners  of 
this  unfortunate  town.    In  lefs  than  three  hours^ 
the  houfes  were  one  heap  of  cinders.    As  pre- 
caution had  been  taken  to  place  the  cafks  of 
flour  in  well-vaulted  cellars,  there  were  only 
fome  baggage  waggons  loft,  which  were  con- 
ftimed  by  the  flames*     This  inhuman  adion 
Was  a  punifliment  to  its  perpetrators ;  for,  in-^ 
Head  of  gain,  the  emprefs  queen  had  another 
town  ruined  in  Bohemia. 

Such  attempts  were  but  preludes  to  what  the 
court  of  Vienna,  and  its  generals,  had  long 
been  meditating  to  execute.  Prince  Charles 
faw  the  Pnilfians  were  preparing  to  quit  Bohe- 
mia. He  followed,  and  came  and  encamped 
at  Konigflaal,  that  he  might  obferve  them 
more  nearly*  The  camp  of  Staudentz  had 
not  been  taken  according  to  all '  the  rules  of 
art.  The  king  had  weakened  his  army  by  de- 
tachments, and  he  had  not  men  enough  to  fill 
the  fpace  he  had  to  guard.  General  Naflau 
was  in  Upper  Silefia;  Polentz  in  the  new  march 
of  Brandenbourg ;  du  Moulin  at  Trautenau; 
who,  being  obliged  to  march  thither  after  Fran- 
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quini  had  made  fomc  actefli|)ts  o&  SchatzkiTi 
was  there  relieved  by  Lehwald.  There  only 
remained*  after  all  thefe  detachments  had  been 
made^  eighteen  thoufand  men  in  the  army  the 
lung  commanded  s  fo  that  it  did  not  occupy  all 
the  ground,  which  the  caprice  of  nature  had 
defigncd  for  one  more  numerous.  This  army 
overlooked  in  certain  places  the  nei^bouring 
heights;  but  its  right  was  entirely  overlooked 
by  a  hill,  which  its  weaknefs  would  not  permic 
it  to  occupy.  Guards  of  cavalry  and  corps  of 
huflars  had  however  been  placed  on  thefe 
heights,  to  maintain  them  in  cafe  of  need.  The 
cavalry  could  not  indeed  go  on  reconnoitring 
parties  for  more  than  half  a  mile;  becaufe  of 
woodsi  defiles,  and  paflcs  among  the  moua* 
tains. 

In  revenge,  the  enemy  daily  fcnt  parties  of 
four  and  five  hundred  horfe,  who  appeared  on 
all  fides  of  the  P ruffian  camp,  filing  off,  pailing 
and  repaffing  the  foreft  of  Silva,  and  drawing 
toward  Marchendorff,  where  was  the  fmall  camp 
of  Franquini.  The  Auftrian  army  was  not 
more  than  a  day^s  march  from  that  of  the  king, 
which  made  him  apprehend  prince  Charles 
meant  to  gain  Trautenau  btfore  him.  To  pre- 
vent this,  by  which  the  enemy  would  have  cut 
off  his  corps  from  Silefia,  the  king  determined 

to 


THE  HISTORY  OF  MY   OWN  TIMES.    ^If 

to  march  on  tHe  morrow :  but  firft,  to  be  bet- 
ter informed  of  the  motion  of  the  Auftrians,  he 
fent  a  detachment  of  two  thoufand  horfe,  com- 
manded  by  general  Katzler,  to  reconnoitre  the 
Iroads  of  Arnau  and  Konigffaal,  with  orders  to 
make  prifoners,  and  to  capture  the  peafants  of 
the  neighbourhood,  that  information  might  be 
obtained  of  what  was  pafSAg  in  the  camp  of 
prince  Charles.  Katzler  advanced  with  his 
torps;  and,  without  knowing  it,  marched  be- 
tween two  columns  of  Auftrians,  who  were  fteal- 
ing  through  the  fortfts,  that  he  might  gain  no 
intelligence  of  their  march.  He  perceived  a 
great  number  of  light  troops  before  him,  and  a 
body  of  cavalry  following  them,  much  fuperior 
to  his  own;  on  which  he  immediately  retreated, 
in  good  order,  and  related  what  he  had  feen  to 
the  king.     He  had  feqn  but  little. 

The  troops  were  ordered  to  march  on  the 
morrow  at  ten  o'clock.  On  the  30th  of  Sep* 
tember,  at  four  in  the  morning,  while  the  king 
was  furrounded  by  the  generals  of  the  day,  to 
impart  to  them  the  difpofition  of  his  march,  an 
officer  came  to  give  him  notice  that  the  grand 
guards,  of  .the  right  of  the  camp,  had  difco- 
vered  a  long  line  of  cavalry ;  and  that,  as  far 
as  they  were  able  to  judge  by  the  extent  of  the 
duft,  the  whole  army  of  the  .enemy  was  ap- 

QjL  proaching. 


proachiogw  At  the- fame  moment^  fome  oA^ 
cers  contie  to  report  that  various  Auftrian  corps 
began  to  appear^  oppofite  the  right  flank  of  the 
camp.  On  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  the 
troops  had  orders  to  take  co  their  arms  inftantly ; 
and  the  king  repaired  to  the  grand  guardsy  that 
he  might  judge  for  himfelf  of  his  prefent  fitna^ 
tion^  and  of  the  part  he  bad  ta  take. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  juft  idea  of  the  battle  of 
Sorr,  we  fliould  have  a  clear  conception  of  th« 
ground  on  which  it  was  fought.  The  pofition 
of  the  army  before  the  battle  was — ^its  right  was 
fupported  by  a  fmall  wood,  guarded  by  a  bat- 
talion of  grenadiers.  The  village  of  Burckcrf- 
dorfF  was  on  the  right  flank>  between  Prufenitz 
and  the  road  to  Trautenau,  which  was  not  oc- 
cupied becaufe  it  ftands  in  a  bottom^  and  the 
houfes  are  fcattered.  This  bottoih  continued 
from  the  front  ta  the  extreniity  of  the  right,  and 
feparated  the  camp  from  a  height  of  a  fuperior 
kind,  which  extended  from  the  road  of  Burck- 
erfdorfF  to  Prufenitz,  and  on  which  the  huflars 
and  camp  guards  had  been  placed^  The  front 
of  the  army  was  covered  by  the  village  of  Stau- 
dentz,  beyond  which  was  a  fucceiSon  of  woods 
and  hills,  that, were  a  part  of  the  kingdom  of 
Silva.  An  imprafticable  ravine  fupported  the 
feft  of  this  fmall  army.    Two  roads  led  from  the 
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icamp  to  Travtenau;  the  one  on  the  right  of 
due  campj  leaving  BurckerfHorff*  to  the  Icft^ 
pafled  through  a  fnuUl  dpfije^  ^^d  ^erward  led 
through  a  leycl  plain  to  Trauten^u :  jth^  other, 
from  the  le^  c^  the  ^rmy,  paflcd  through  4 
valley  foil  of  defiles,  by  the  village  of  Ruderf- 
dorf,  leading  to  Trautewu  rather  by  paphs  thaa 
ia  beaten  road. 

When  the  king  came  to  his  grand  guards,  he 
faw  that  ^e  Auftrians  began  to  form,  and 
Judged  fhu  it  voujd  b^  i^ore  ra(h  to  retreat, 
Uurou^  defiles,  in  the  p^efence  of  an  army 
which  was  fo  n^r  hiiQ,  than  to  attack  this  army, 
notwithftanding  his  prodigious  inferiority  of 
pumber3*  ^  Prinqs  fyharles  hM  conc}gded  the 
Iqng  would  determine  pn  reltfeat,  and  had 
taken  his  difpolitlons  accordingly^  He  wifhe4 
to  engage  the  rear-guard,  and  he  would  cer* 
tainly  h^ve  fiiccee4ed.  Bu;  the  king,  without 
)iefitation,  refojved  tp  attack  >  for  it  would  have 
been  pxore  glprious  to  h^ve  fallep,  fe}ling  life 
dearly,  than  to  perilh  in  4  retreat,  which  muft 
S^fluredly  have  epded  in  ignoipinious  flightt 

However  great  the  danger  of  manoeyvring  in 
prefenee  of  an  enemy  already  formed,  the  Pruf- 
ians,  negleding  rules,  nuuie  a  quarter  wheel 
to  the  right,  to  prcfcnt  1^  front  parallel  to  th^t 
gf  the  foe*    This  delicate  evplutign  ww  n^dc 
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with  admirable  order  and  celerity ;  but  the  PruA 
Cans  prefented  only  on  one  line,  while  the  Au- 
flxians  were  three  deep;  and  the  extending  of 
their  front  was  obliged  to  be  executed  under  the 
fire  of  twenty-eight  pitces  of  artillery,  play- 
ing from  two  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and  Tuf- 
fering  from  numbers  of  royal  grenades,  which 
they^  threw  among  the  cavalry.     But  nothing 
could   difconcert    the  Pruffians.      No  foldier 
feemed  to  fear*;  no  individual  forfook  his  rank. 
Still,    with  whatever  diligence,  this   was   per- 
formed, the  right  was,  for  pear  half  an  hour, 
cxpofed  to  the  enemy's  cannon,  before  the  kft 
had  entirely  quitted  the  camp. 

Marihal  Buddenbrock  then  received  orders 
to  attack  the  cavalry;  which  he  executed  with- 
out  hefitation.  The  Auftrians  had  i\\  chofen 
their  ground.  Behind  their  cavalry  was  a  kincj 
of  precipice;  this  cavalry  was  in  three  lines, 
which  the  narrownefs  of  the  ground  would  not 
admit  to  be  arranged  at  proper  diftartceS;  there 
fcarcely  was  an  interval  of  twenty  paces  between 
each  line.  They  difcharged  their  carbines,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  but  had  not  time  to  draw 
their  fvvords,  being  in  part  driven  into  the  depth 
behind  them,  and  in  part  upon  their  own  in- 
fantry. This  could  not  happen  otherwife ;  for 
the  firil  line,  being  broken,  muft  neceffarily 

fall 
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fall  back  upon  the  fecond^  the  fecond  on  th( 
0iird,  and  there  was  not  any  fpace  wherein 
thefe  CQrpS|  amounting  to  fifty  fquadronsj  could 
rally  and  form* 

The  firft  brigade  of  the  Pruffian  infentry  on 
^  the  right,  animated  by  this  fuccefs,  haftened 
to  attack  the  Auftrian  batteries,  of  which  we 
have  fpoken.  Twenty^eight  cannon,  charged 
with  cafe  (hot,  in  a  moment  cleared  the  ranks 
of  the  aflailants  and  mad^  them  £dl  back.  Five 
battalions,  of  which  the  referve  was  compofed, 
came  up  very  fcafonably :  thofe  who  had  been 
repulfed  rallied  by  their  fide;  and,  with  one 
common  efibrt,  thefe  ten  battalions  carried  the 
battery.  Lieutenant-general  Bonin  and  colonel 
Ceift  were  the  principal  leaders  in  this  brave 
attack. 

^  large  cohitm)  of  the  enemy  was  then  per** 
f  eivdd  mardiing  fiom  their  right,  and  defcend* 
4ng  from  the  heights,  to  feisse  on  BurckerfdorC 
Thefe  the  king  anticipated,  by  fending  a  bat« 
lalion  of  Kalckftein  %o  (he  yillage.  The  feat- 
lered  houfes  toward  ;hc  left  wc;ce  fet  on  fire,  to 
cover  this  battalion :  while  the  infantry  of  the 
left  formed  in  the  rear.  This  battaliqn  fired  bjr 
platoons,  on  the  enemy,  as  coolly  as  if  on  the 
parade,  and  the  colutnn  retired  flying.  Thq 
ca\^lry  of  the  Pxuffian  right  then  became  ufe- 

0^4  *  Icfs, 
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left,  at  the  place  in  which  it  was.  The  preci«» 
pice^  down  which  the  Auilrians  had  been 
driven,  began  at  the  road  to  Trautenau ;  and^ 
diminifhing  as  it  went,  led  toward  the  centre  of 
the  Pruffians,  but  inclining  to  the  village  of 
Sorr,  which  was  in  the  van.  The  cuirafliers  of 
Buddenbrock,  and  fome  huflars,  were  there- 
fore left  to  follow  the  infantry,  in  a  fecond  Une. 

The  Pruflian,  Rottcmbourg,  and  Kiau,  gen- 
darmes, amounting  to  twenty  fquadrons,  were 
fent  to  the  left  of  the  army,  to  reinforce  that 
wing;  while  the  infantry  of  the  right  took  the 
left  of  die  enemy  in  flank;  and,  by  repeated 
advantages,  drove  it  back  on  the  right  of  the 
Imperialifts.     The  guards  in  the  centre  of  the 
line,  led  on  by  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick, 
then  attacked  a  height  which  the  enemy  (till 
maintained ;  and,  though  it  was  fteep  and  very 
woody,  this  height  was  carried.    A  fingularity 
in  this  adion  was  that  the  height  was  defended 
by  prince  Louis  of  Brunfwick,  againft  his  bro^ 
ther,  prince  Ferdinand,  who  diftinguifhed  hiniT 
felf  much  on  this  occafion. 

The  field  of  battle  was  alternately  hdghtj 
and  depths,  which  continually  occafioned  new 
combats ;  for  the  Auftrians  endeavoure;d  to  rally 
gn  the  heights:  but,  various  times  repulfed, 
confufion  at  length  became  general  and  fetreat 
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mis  fucceeded  by  flight.  The  whole  country 
was  covered  with  foldiers  without  commanders ; 
horfe  and  foot  intermingled.  While  the  vifto- 
rious  Pruffians  marched  wjdl  great  hafte^  in 
purfuit  of  the  vanquifhed,  the  cuirafHcrs  of 
Bornllaedt^  who  fought  on  the  left,  furround- 
ed  the  regiment  of  Damnitz  and  the  battalion  of 
Collowrat,  took  ten  pair  of  colours,  and  {evenr 
teen  hundred  prifoners.  The  remainder  of  the 
cavalry,  on  the  left,  could  not  come  up  with 
(he  Auftrian  cavalry,  which  avoided  engaging, 
and  retired,  ip  tplerabje  order,  into  the  foreft 
of  Silva.  The  king  ftopped  the  purfuit  at  the 
yillage  of  Sojrr,  after  which  the  battle  was  called. 
Behind  this  village  is  the  foreft  of  Silva,  of 
yrhich  we  haye  made  fuch  frequent  mention, 
and  into  which  the  enemy  muft  not  be  purfued, 
for  that  would  havQ  been,  unfeafonably  and  un« 
neceflarily,  to  have  riiked  the  lofs  of  all  that  had 
been  gained.  It  was  quite  fufficient  that  a  corps^ 
of  eighteen  thoufand  men,  had  beaten  an  army, 
of  upwards  of  forty  thoufand :  beiide  that  there 
was  nothing  to  be  gained,  by  venturing  a  far- 
ther purfuit. 

The  viftors  loft  prince  Albert  of  Brunlwick ; 
general  Blanckenfee ;  colonels  Bredow,  Blanck- 
enbourg,  Dohna,  Ledebour;  lieutenant-co- 
rnels Lange  and  Wedel  of  the  guards ;  and  a 

'   thoufand 
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tboufand  privates.  lUuftrious  viftims,  who 
facrificed  their  lives  for  the  good  of  the  (latew 
The  number  of  wounded  were  ftippofcd  to 
amount  to  two  thoufand. 

The  vanquiftied  loft  twenty-two  cannot^,  ten 
pair  of  colours,  two  ftandards,  thirty  officers, 
and  two  thoufend  foldiers,  who  were  mad^ 
prifoners. 

Prince  Leopold  diftiqguilhed  himfelf  on  that 
day.;  and  ftill  more  marlhal  Buddenbrock  and 
general  Gokz ;    who,  with  twelve  fquadrons, 
conquered  fifty.     If  this  battle  was  not  equally 
dcctfiyc  with  that  of  Friedberg,  it  was  becaufe  . 
of  the  ground  on  which  it  was  fought.     An 
enemy  flying  qn  a  plain  mu^  fuffer  cpnfidera^lc 
lofs;  but,  in  a  hilly  country,  he  k  procefted 
fi-pm  the  CE^valry,  which  can  mal^e  no  clofe  at* 
tacks;  and,  however  fmall  the  number o^thofc 
Irho  rally  on  the  briqk  of  thefe  heights,   they 
will  be  fufficient  to  ftop  the  purfuit  of  the  yidor* 
The  plan  of  this  battle,  conceived  by  prince 
Charles  of  Lorraine,  or  according  to  others  by 
Franquini,  was  excellent  and   well  imagined. 
The  poft  of  the  Pruffians  was  without  difputc 
bad ;  they  could  not  be  excufed  in  having  neg- 
lefted  their  right,  and  thinking  only  of  their 
front,  which  was  in  a  bottom  overlooked  by  a 
height  not  more  than  a  thoufand  paces  diftant. 

But, 
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But,  though  the  Aioftrians  could  projedk,  ihcy 
wanted  the  abilities  to  execute.  The  following 
arp  the  faults  they  committed. 

Prince  Charles  ought  to  have  formed  hi? 
cavalry  of  the  left  before  the  road  of  Trautenau, 
and  on  the  back  of  the  Pniflian  csimp ;  for,  by 
barring  this  roaid,  the  army  of  the  king  would 
neither  have  had  ground  to  form  on  npr  means 
of  fupporting  its  right.  The  prince  might alfq, 
on  his  arrival  on  the  ground,  have  commanded 
that  cavalry  to  attack  the  Prviffian  camp  on  fall 
fpeed.  The  foldier  would  then  neither  hav< 
bad  time  to  run  to  arms,  form,  nor  defend  him* 
felf ;'  and  viftory  muft  have  been  certain.  It 
is  faid  the  duke  d'Aremberg  had,  with  his 
column,  loft  his  way,  during  the  night;  and 
jhat  it  had  formed  with  its  back  turned  toward 
the  camp  of  the  king.  This  is  very  like  the 
duke  d'Aremberg.  And  it  is  farther  faid  that 
prince  Charles,  by  this  means,  loft  much  time, 
which  was  fpent  in  repairing  the  diforder.  But, 
when  the  Pruffians  firft  began  to  appear  in  the 
field,  what  then  prevented  the  prince  from  im- 
mediately  attacking  them  with  his  cavalry? 
His  left  fliould  have  defcended  from  a  height, 
on  troops  employed  in  forming,  and  on  others 

that  were  filing  off  for  the  field. 

The 
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The  king  was  found  not  to  have  committed 
lefs  faults  than  his  adverfary.     He  is  particu- 
Jarly  reproached  with  reducing  himfelf  to  the 
neceffilty  of  fighting,  by  his  ill  choice  of  a  poft  : 
iaftead  of  which  an  able  general  ought  never  to 
fight,  but  when  he  thinks  proper.     The  kiag, 
it  is  affirmed,  ought  to  have  been  informed  of 
the  march  of  the  Auftrian?.     To  this  he  replied 
that,  the  eaemy  being  much  fupcrior  to  him  in 
light  troops,  he  was  not  able  to  let  the  five 
hundred  huffars,  who  only  remained  after  ail 
the  detachments  he  had  made,  adventure  too 
far.    But,  it  is  added,  he  ought  not  to  have 
m^jS  fo  n^any  detachments,  and  have  weakened 
himfelf  fo  much,  in  face  of  a  fuperior  army. 
He  anfwered  that  the  corps  of  Gefler  and  Po- 
lentz,  gone  to  join  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  might 
be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  the  Saxons,  who 
had   returned  home;    that  the  detachment  of 
general  Naflau  had  been  neceflary,  to  dravf  fub- 
fiftence  from  Silcfia,  which  muft  totally  have 
failed,  had  not  the  Hungarians,  who  infefted 
all  that  dutchy,  been  expelled ;  that  the  detachr 
mehts  of  du  Moulin  and  Lehwald  were  indif- 
penfable  for  the  paffes  of  the  mountains,  which 
muft  be  guarded,   or  the  a^-my  would  hav^ 
rifqued  being  ftarved  by  the  enemy.     Ther^ 
>ycfe  only  horfes  fufficient  to  bring,  on  each 

journej^^ 
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journey,  flour  enough  for  five  days.  Had  one 
of  thefe  convoys  felled,  the  army  muft  have 
been  without  bread  and  fubfiflence.  It  is  af- 
firmed, the  king  ought  rather  to  have  retreated  to 
Sileiia  than  to  have  hazarded  a  battle  in  Bohemia. 
But  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  king  that  a  battle 
loft  in  Bohemia  was  of  lefs  confequence  than 
a  battle  loft  in  Silefia :  befide  that  a  hafty  re* 
treat  muft  indubitably  have  drawn  the  war  into 
this  dutchy.  Add  to  this  that  the  fubfiftence  of 
the  enemy  ^^as  confumed,  by  remaining  in  Bo- 
hemia ;  and  that  his  own  would  have  been  eaten, 
by  retiring  into  Silefia.  But  we  Ihall  leave  the 
reader  to  weigh  thefe  reafons  and  determine. 

The  viftory  could  only  be  attributed  to  the 
narrownefs  of  the  ground,  on  which  prince 
Charles  came  to  attack  the  king,  which  deprived 
the  enemy  of  every  advantage  of  fuperior  num- 
bers. The  Pruffians  could  prefent  as  extenfive 
X  front  as  himfelf ;  his  multitude  of  foldiers 
became  ufelefs,  becaufe  that  his  three  lines, 
wanting  fpace  between  and  prefled  one  upon 
the  other,  could  not  combat  at  their  eafe;  and, 
being  once  confiifed,  never  could  again  be 
formed.  Fortunately  for  Pruffia,  the  bravery 
of  her  foldiers  repaired  the  feults  of  her  gene- 
ral, and  punifhed  thde  of  her  foes. 

WhUc 
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While  the  two  armies  w«re  engaged,   thi 
Imperial  huflars  pillaged  the  Pruffian  camp,  the 
left  and  the  centre  not  having  had  time  to  ftrike 
their  tents.     Nadafty  and  Trenck  profited  by 
this.      The  kmg  and  many  officers  there  loft  all 
their  baggage.     The   king's  fecretaries   even 
were  taken';    they  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to 
tear  all  their  papers.     But  wherefore  fliould  fuch 
trifles  be  remembered,  when  the  mind  is  oc- 
cupied by  greater  and  more  interefting  objedb, 
the  glory  and  fafcty  of  the  ftate,  in  prefence  di 
which  every  other  ought  to  keep  filence  ? 

Lehwald,  attraded  by  the  report  of  the  battlei 
came  up  in  time  to  fave  the  baggage  of  the  right, 
and  put  an  end  to  the  fearful  cruelties,  which  the 
turbulent  and  undifciplined  Hungarian  troops 
exercifed,  on  fome  of  the  fick,  and  on  the 
women  who  had  remained  in  the  camp*  Hur 
manity  revolts  at  fuch  adlions,  which  load 
thofe  who  commit  or  thofe  who  tolerate  them 
with  infamy.  It  muft  be  fi'd,  in  praife  of  th^ 
Pruflian  foldier,  that  he  is  brave  without  being 
cruel ;  and  that  he  has  often  been  feen  to  give 
proofs  of  a  grfeatnefsof  mind,  not  to  be  expected 
from  people  of  low  condition. 

Pofterity  perhaps  will  be  furprifed  that  an 
army,  vidlorious  in  two  regular  battles,  Ihould 
retire  before  the  vanquiflied,  and  gather  no  fruit 

after 
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after  fudi  triumphs.     The  mountains  which 
furrouftd  Bohemia,  the  defiles  yhich  divide  it 
from  Silefia,  the  difficulty  of  providing  fubfift- 
cnce,  the  fuperiority  o^  the  enemy  in  light 
troops,  and  finally  the  enfeebled  ftate  of  the 
army,  will  afford  a  folution  to  this  problem. 
Had  the  king  endeavoured  to  cftablifli  his  win- 
ter quarters  in  this  kingdom^  the  following  are 
the  difficulties  he  muft  have  encountered.     The 
whole  country  was  entirely  foraged.     Few  towns 
are  to  be  met  with  in  thefe  parts;  ahd  thofeare 
fmall,  and  moft  of  them  have  bad  walls ;  the 
foldiers  therefore  for  their  own  fafety  muft  have 
been  huddled  together,   and  the  army  would 
hare  been  ruined  by  epidemic  difeafes.     There 
were  fcarcely  waggons  enough  for  the  flour; 
how  then  might  any  have  been  found  to  have 
brought  forage  for  the  cavalry  ?     Whereas,  by 
quitting   Bohemia,   the  king   could  remount, 
recruit,  and  equip,  his  troops;   procure  them 
abundance,  give  them  repofe,  and  thus  make 
them  ufeful,  if  neceflary,  for  the  approaching 
fpring.     Bcfide  which,   it  appeared   probable 
that,  hearing  of  the  battle  of  Sorr,  the  emprefs 
queen  would  have  been  more  difpofed,  t^ian 
formerly,  to  accede  to  the  treaty  of  Hanover. 

After  having  for  honour's  fake  encamped  five 

days  on  the  field  of  batde,  the  king  withdrew 

I  '    with 
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with  his  troops  to  Trautcixau.  Prince  Charles 
was  ftill  at  £rtina>  ready  to  return  to  Konigf-* 
grxtz^  on  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  Prof- 
fians.  Intelligence  was  brought  to  this  camp 
thdt  general  Naflau  had^  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  of  Sorr,  beaten  a  body  of  Hungarians^ 
near  Leobfchutz,  and  had  taken  a  hundred  and 
feventy  prifoncrs*  General  Fouquct  alfo  had 
found  means  to  carry  off  four  hundred  huffars, 
between  Grulich  and  Habclfchwerdt,  who  were 
taken  to  Glatz.  Warneri,  who  was  at  Liand* 
(hut,  with  three  hundred  horfe,  having  heard 
that  a  new  Hungarian  regiment,  belonging  to 
Leopold  Palfy,  had  marched  to  Bohmifch- 
Friedland,  intercepted,  furprifed  them,  and 
brought  in  a  hundred  and  forty  privates  and 
eight  officers,  prifoners.  But,  as  misfortune 
often  is  mingled  with  happinefs,  Chazot,  of  the 
corps  of  du  Moulin,  was  not  fo  lucky,  in  his 
attempt  on  MarchendorfF,  but  was  attacked  and 
beaten  by  the  enemy,  and  loft  eighty  men. 

After  the  army  had  eaten  up  all  the  fubfift- 
cnce,  in  the  ^neighbourhood  of  Trautenau,  ic 
prepared  to  return  into  Silefia,  and  took  the 
road  to  Schatzlar.  Of  all:  the  pafles  and  defile3 
of  Bohemia,  the  worft  are  upon  this  road. 
Whether  advancing  or  retreating,  every  pofli* 
ble  precaution  muft  be  taken,  to  condudl  troops 

wkU 
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V  ith  (afety.     The  fmall  rivulet  of  Trautenbach 
ran  ih  a  parallel  line,  behind  the  camp  of  the 
king,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  were  rocks  and 
forefts*     The  baggage,  on  the  1 4th  of  Odtober, 
was  fcnt  before,  under  a  good  efcort,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  march.    Fifteen  battalions  were 
|)ofted  On  the  hills,  to  proted  the  retreat  of  the 
army,  and  afterward  to  become  its  rear-guard. 
The  ^rmy  decamped  on  the  1 6th,  and  marched 
in  two  columns.     Prince  Leopold,  who  led  that 
of  the  left,  paffing  by  Trautenbach,  arrived  in 
Silefia  without  having  met  a  foe.    The  column 
of  the  right,  under  the  condudt  of  the  king,  was 
preceded  by  the  cavalry :  the  infantry  paffed  the^ 
rivulet  before  that  Franquini,  Nadafty,  Moratz, 
*&c.  were  informed  of  the  march  of  the  Pruf- 
fians.     They  afterward  haftened  with  feven  or 
€ig,1it  thousand  men.     Though  all  the  heights 
were  fupplied  with  infantry,  the  progrefs  of  the 
march  obliged  the  rear-guard  to  quit  them 
fucceffively,   and  the   pandours,   profiting  by 
ihefe  fame  abandoned  heights,   fired  on  this 
rear-guard.     The  fkirmilhing  continued  from 
<ight  in  the  morning  till  fix  in  the  evening : 
they  killed  a  captain  and  thirty    men,    and 
wounded  about  eighty.    The  corps  of  du  Mou- 
lin had  been  employed  to  cover  the  laft  defile, 
which  leads  to  Schatzlar,  through  a  valley. 
VOL.  I.  PART  n.  R  This 
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This  corps  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  entfmy^ 
who  fufFered  a  lofs  of  three  hundred  men^  in 
an  attack  made  by  the  cavalry,  to  which  the 
fmall  plain  of  Schatzlar  gave  occafion.  The 
enemy  then  drew  off,  and  du  Moulin,  filing  to 
the  right,  paffed  by  the  Rehberge  (deer  hUls), 
and  entered  the  camp,  by  the  route  which  the 
king  had  prepared. 

The  army  remained  at  Schatzlar  till  the  1 9th, 
when  it  marched  and  encamped  at  Liebau,  on 
the  territories  of  Silefia.  The  corps  of  du  Mou- 
lin was  employed  to  form  a  line,  along  the 
frontiers.  The  remainder  of  the  army  entered 
into  quarters  of  cantonment,  between  Ronftock 
and  Schweidnitz,  where  it  might  aflemble  in 
fix  hours,  and  where  it  ftill  was  at  its  eafe,  be* 
caufe  of  the  numerous  towns  and  villages  which 
are  in  that  flourifhing  country.  Here  the  king 
waited  the  difperfing  of  the  Auftxian  army,  be- 
fore he  went  into  winter  quarters. 

General  Naffau,  who  defired  to  fix  his  q\iar« 
ters  in  Upper  Silefia,  furprifed  a  Hungarian 
corps  at  Haftehim,  and  drove  marlhal  Efterhazi 
from  Oderberg.  The  huflfars  of  Wartenbcrg, 
who  were  of  this  corps,  diftinguilhed  themfelves, 
vanqui(hed  the  dragoons  of  Gotha,  took  a 
flandard,  and  made  a  hundred  and  eleven  pri- 
Toners.     The  general  after  this  marched  to  Po- 

nuba. 
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ftuba,  and  the  Hungarians  fled  to  Tefcben,  and 
from  thence  to  Jablunka. 

General  Foiiquet,  defifous  of  not  remaining 
idle  at  Glatz,  took  two  hundred  huflars^  who 
had  imprudently  Ihut  thftmfelVes  up  in  Nachod. 
This  ible  general  gave  proofs  of  genius  and 
tapacity,  durirtg  the  whole  Courfe  of  the  war. 
We  fliall  only  further  foy  that  forty  parties,  who  ' 
made  fallies  from  his  garrifon,  during  this  cam* 
{)aign,  captured  more  than  eight  hundred  of  the 
enemy. 

On  thb  44th  of  Oft6ber,  the  kiiig  Was  in- 
formed that  prince  Charles  had  divided  his 
army  into  thrfee  columns.  He  imagined  this 
was  for  the  purpofc  of  afterward  extending 
them,  becaufe  the  feafon  for  military  operations 
v^as  6ver,  and  left  the  command  of  the  troops 
to  prince  Leopold,  enjoining  him  not  to  feparate 
them  further,  till  he  Ihould  receive  his,  the 
king*s,  orders;  after  which  he  departed  for 
Berlin,  where  his  prefence  was  become  necef- 
fary ;  as  well  to  reanimate  the  negotiations, 
which  began  to  grow  languid,  as  to  find  fup- 
plies  for  die  enfuing  campaign,  Ihould  peace 
not  be  concluded  during  winter. 


Kz  CHAP- 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

Rebellion  in  Scctland^  which  occafions  the  Kmg  ef 
England  tv  quit  Hinover,  and  the  Negoiiaiions 
for  Peace  to  Jlacken*  ^ffiff^  of  the  Auftrians  amd 
Saxons  en  Brandenburg  difcovered.     OmiradU- 
tions  in  the  Advice  of  the  Minijlry.     Plans  for 
tbi  Campaign.    The  Prince  of  JnhaU  ajfembks 
bis  Army  at  Halle.    The  King  departs  for  Sile/la. 
Expedition  of  Lufatia.    The  Prince  of  AmbaU 
marches   to    Meijfen.     Battle  of  Keffeldforf 
Taking  of  Dre/dm.    Negotiation  and  Cionclufim 
of  the  Peace. 

HAD  the  negotiations  of  the  Pruffians, 
during  the  year  1745,  been  as  fuccefsful 
as  their  arms,  they  and  their  enemies  would 
have  equally  been  fpared  a  ufelefs  efflifion  of 
blood ;  and  peace  would  have  been  fooner  con- 
cluded. But  various  unexpefted  incidents  ren- 
dered the  good  intentions  of  the  king  ineffeftual. 
Scarcely  had  the  king  of  England  iigned^  al- 
moft  againft  his  will,  the  convention  of  Hanover 
before  the  rebellion  of  Scotland  broke  out,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  be  more  expeditious  than  he 
defired,  on  his  return  to  London,    The  young 

fon 
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fon  of  the  pretender  paifed  fecretly  over  to  Scot- 
hndj  accompanied  by  fome  confidential  per^ 
(bns,  and  conccdled  himfelf  in  one  of  the  north- 
ern iilands  on  the  coaft,  to  give  his  partifans 
time  to  aflemble,  and  arm  their  tenants,  raife 
the  Highlanders,  and  form  a  militia,  which  had 
ac  lead  the  appearance  of  an  army. 

By  this  diverfion,  France  armed  England 
againil  England ;  and  a  boy,  landing  in  Scot* 
land  without  troops  and  without  fuccour,  obliged 
king  Geprge  to  recal  his  Englilhmen,  who  de-^ 
fended  Flanders,  to  fupport  his  totterii^g  throne. 
France  afted  prudently  in  this  plan,  and  to 
this  diverlion  (he  owed  all  the  conqucfts  Qio 
fnade,  as  well  in  Flanders  as  in  Brabant. 

The  king  of  England  and  his  minifters  at  firft 
defpifed  the  youthful  Edward,  his  feeble  p^rty, 
^nd  the  rifing  rebeUion.  It  was  c;alled  the  fally 
pf  a  Jacobite  prieft  (carnal  Tencin)  at  Ljoa^ 
don,  and  the  knight-errantry  of  a  rafli  boy. 
This  rafli  boy  however  beat  general  Cope,  who 
had  been  fent  againft  him  by  government, 
with  all  the  forces  that  could  be  haftily  aflem- 
bled.  The  king  was  roufcd  by  this  check, 
whict^  taught  him  that  a  fpark  may  prefently 
become  a  conflagration,  in  aii  ariftocratical  go- 
vernment. The  affairs  of  Scotland  employed 
the  whole  attention  of  his  council ;  foreign  buii- 
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nefs  was  fufFercd  to  languifti.  The  allies  of 
England^  thinking  this  nation  at  the  laft  gafp^ 
no  longer  held  her  in  the  fame  refpeft.  Unfor- 
tunately, too,  the  Hanover  convention  began 
to  be  known ;  it  had  been  talked  of  by  the  Au- 
flrians  and  the  Saxons,  and  this  might  have 
produced  a  bad  eflfeft  on  the  French,  who  were 
the  only  allies  of  Pruflk.  Thus  it  happened 
that  the  diverfion  of  the  pretender  in  Scotland 
became  favourable  to  the  queen  of  Hungary ; 
for  it  procured  her  the  liberty  of  making  her 
laft  efforts  againft  the  king  of  Pniffia,  in  defpite 
of  the  king  of  England,  whofe  advice  was  then 
contemned  at  Vienna. 

The  king,  being  at  Berlin,  exhaufted  every 
expedient  to  find  fupplies,  which  might  em- 
power him  to  continue  the  war.  The  revenues 
of  Silefia  were  not  received  as  in  time  of  peace ; 
two  thirds  of  them  had  failed :  refources  there- 
fore muft  be  fbught  for,  and  were  very  difficult 
of  difcovery.  The  embarrafTment  was  great, 
and  the  dangers  with  "which  the  ftate  was 
threatened,  by  the  foe,  ftill  much  greater.  The 
kin^  was  infqnned  of  thef?  by  the  following 
means. 

After  the  marriage  of  the  heir  eiedivc  to  the 
throne  of  Sweden  with  princefs  Ulrica,  the 
king's  fifter^  tke  Swedes  were  in  part  inclined 
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to  the  intereft  of  Pruffia.  Mefficurs  Rudenf- 
child  and  Wolfenftirna^  the  Swedifli  ambafla* 
dors^  one  at  the  court  of  Berlin  the  other  at 
Drefden^  were  perfbnally  and  particularly  at- 
tached to  the  king.  Wolfenftirna  was  well  re- 
ceived in  the  houfe  of  *  *  ♦,  where  he  made  one 
at  the  ounifter's  card  parties.  *  *  ♦  was  not  fo 
circumfpeft  in  his  prefence  as  a  firft  minifter, 
the  4epofitary  of  his  matter's  fecrets,  ought 
generally  to  be  with  the  whole  world.  Wol- 
fenftirna eafily  difcovered  that  the  plan  of  the 
coiuts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden  was  to  fend  the 
army  of  prince  Charles  into  Saxony;  where, 
joined  by  the  Saxon  troops^i  it  was  to  march 
during  the  depth  of  winter  immediately  to  Ber- 
lin* He  imparted  this  difcovery  to  Rudenf- 
childj  by  whom  the  king  was  informed  of  it,  on 
the  8th  of  November,  the  very  day  on  which 
the  trophies  of  Friedberg  and  Sorr  were  hung  up 
in  the  churches.  Rudenfchild  added  that  this 
proje<ft  had  been  formed  by  ♦  *  *,  correfted  by 
Bartenftein,  amplified  by  Rutowfky,  and  fent 
by  Saul  to  Frankfort,  to  the  queen  of  Hungary  ; 
that  *  *  *  was  convinced  Pruffia  would  be 
crufhed  by  this  blow,  and  that  it  was  this  firm 
hope  which  had  prevented  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Drefden  from  inclining  to  the  pacific  fenti-» 
njcnts  of  the  king  of  England ;  that,  further*  the 
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fpoils  of  Pruffia  were  fo  divided  as  that  the  king 
of  Poland  was  to  have  the  biftoprics  of  Magr 
debourg  and  of  Hajlberfladt,  with  Halle  and  its 
territory;  s^nd  that  the  emprefs  queen  was  to 
recover  Silefia.  He  further  informed  the  kixig 
of  the  caufe  of  the  hatred  which  *  ♦  *  bore 
him ;  which  was  that  he  had  been  enraged  at 
the  manifeftoi  which  the  king  had  pubU[hedj 
and  particularly  by  the  following^  paflages. 

*^  While  a<3:s  of  fuch  horror  were  committed 
*^  in  Silefia,  and  Heaven,  thejuft  avenger  of 
'*  crimes,  was  pleafed  fo  openly  to  punifh  them, 
**  by  misfortunes  fo  remarkable  and  fo  fevere, 
'*  it  was  frigidly  afferted,  at  Drefden,  that  Sax* 
*'  ony  was  not  at  war  with  Pruffia ;  and  that  the 
**  duke  of  Weiflenfels  and  the  troops  under  his 
*^  command  had  not  attacj^ed  the  hereditary 
*'  ftates  of  the  king,  but  only  his  new  acquifi- 
*^  tions.  Th^  miniftry  of  I)refden  gave  TCDt 
'^  to  reafoning  fo  captious ;  as  if  fcholaflic 
^'  diftinftions  were  motives  fufficiently  power- 
^*  fill  to  juftify  the  illegahty  of  its  procedure.** 

And  by  the  next — ^*  This  might  have  ap- 
"  peared  at  length  to  have  put  the  moderation 
**  and  patience  of  the  king  beyond  all  bounds  ; 
**  but  his  majefty,  taking  pity  on  a  neighbouring 
'^  people,  innocent  of  the  offences  he  has  re- 
"  ceived,  and  knowing  the  miferies  and  inevita- 
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H  ble  defalations  which  are  caufed  by  war,  con-r 
<^  tinued  to  fufpend  the  juft  efFefts  of  his  refent- 
**  ment,  that  he  might  tempt  new  modes  of 
^  accommodation,  with  the  court  of  Drefd^n. 
f'  There  is  reafon  to  prcfume  that,  after  the 
^^  repeated  and  laft  refufals  which  he  .has  fo  re- 
^'  cently  received,  the  confidence  of  the  king 
^^  of  Polai^d  has  been  enfnarcd,  by  the  un- 
^'  worthy  perfidy  of  hi?  minifters.  The  moft 
^  pathetic  remonftrances,  and  offers  the  moft 
i*  advantageous,  prodigal  as  they  were,  were 
"  ineffedual/^ 

It  iwjA  be  confcflfed  that  ♦  ♦  ^  was  warmly 
attacked  in  thefe  pafiages,  which  covild  not  be 
miftaken  by  any  perfon ;  for  the  minifters,  in- 
cluded in  the  plural>  were  rather  his  clerks  than 
his  equals.  The  report  too  had  the  greater  ap- 
pearance of  truth,  becaufe  that  the  king  knew 
the  charafter  of  count  *  ♦  *,  and  the  haughti- 
nefs  of  the  emprefs  queen.  If  the  projeft  of 
the  Saxons  was  dangerous  to  Pruffia,  it  was  not 
lefs  hazardous  to  themfelvcs :  but  the  pafiions, 
and  paaicularly  that  of  revenge,  fo^  cloud  the 
underftanding  of  man  that,  in  the  hope  of  grati- 
fying thefe,  he  is  capable  of  every  raflmefs* 

The  violence  <rf  the  crifis  demanded  a  prompt 
remedy.  The  army  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt 
received  orders  to  aflcmble  incontinently  at 
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Halle ;  and,  as  dccifive  meafures  were  neccf^ 
fary,  the  king  believed  that,  witliout  any  thing 
derogatory  to  his  own  authority,  he  might  af- 
femble  a  council,  lifteif  to  the  voice  of  experi- 
ence, and  follow  whatever  (age  advice  might  be 
given,  by  thofe  whom  he  confulted.  Whoever 
takes  charge  of  the  intereft  of  a  nation  ojughc  to 
neglect  nothing  for  the  fafety  of  that  nation. 

The  prince  of  Anhalt  was  one  of  the  firft  to 
whom  the  king  difclofed  the  projed  of  *  •  \ 
TW^  prince  was  one  of  thofe  men  whofe  felf 
opinion  is  of  that  kind  as  to  induce  them  always 
to  give  a  negative,  when  others  affirm*     He 
fcemed  to  pity  the  eafe  with  whidi  this  accufa^ 
tion  againft  •  ♦  ♦  was  credited.      He  faid  u; 
was  little  probable  that  a  minifter  of  the  king  of 
Poland,  and  a  Saxon  by  birth,  would  in  fport 
draw  four  armies  into  the  dates  of  his  mailer, 
and  expole  them  to  inevitable  ruin.     The  king 
ihewed  him  a  letter^  which  faid  that,  in  twQ 
days,  general  Grune  would  arrive  with  his  corps 
at  Gera,  to  join  the   Saxons  at  Leipficj   aati 
produced  different  letters  from  Silefia,   all  of 
which  related  that  the  Saxons  were  amaifing 
large  magazines  in  Lufatia,   for  the  troops  of 
princes  Charles,    which   foon    were  expcAcd 
there.     His  majefty  concluded  by  telling  him 
that  he  IhouW  confide  to  hin;>  the  command  of 

the 
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the  army,  which  was  aflembling  at  Halle.  The 
prince  pcrfiftcd  in  his  incredulity.  However, 
it  was  vifible  on  his  countenance,  that  he  was 
pleafed  to  behold  himfelf  at  the  head  of  an  army^ 
diat  might  fupply  him  with  the  means  of  re-- 
novating  his  former  fame* 

Count  Podewils  entered  a  moment  after,  and 
the  king  found  him  equally  incredulous  with 
the  prince  of  Anhalt.    But  hi3  incredulity  was 
not  the  fpirit  of  contradidion,  but  of  timidity. 
This  minifter  had  fome  money,  placed  in  the 
(locks  at  Leiplic,  which  he  feared  to  lofe.     In- 
corruptible   in   other   refpefts,    his  weaknefs 
would  not  fufler  him  to  entertain  an  idea  of  a 
rupture  with  Saxony.     It  was  a  diiagreeable 
fubjeft ;  and,  thinking  others  as  fearful  as  him** 
felf,  he  fuppofed  «  ♦  *  incapable  of  fo  bold  a 
projeft.     In  this  excellent  council,  the  falfity  or 
verity  of  the  faft  was  difcufled :  but  no  one 
thought  of  anticipating  thd  evil  which  was  pre- 
paring.   The  king  was  obliged  to  enforce  his 
authority,  to  induce  the  prince  of  Anhalt  to 
inake  the  i^eceflary  difpodtions,  -for  the  fubfift- 
ence  of  the  army  at  Halle ;  and  to  oblige  count 
Podewils  to  prepare  difpatches  for  foreign  courts, 
by  which  they  might  be  informed  of  the  plots  of 
3axony,  and  of  the  refolutioq  of  ;he  king  Xq 
prpvpn?  their  eflfedts* 

As 
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As  if  tliere  were  not  yet  difficulties  enough, 
^ditional  ones  were  added.  The  Ruffian  en- 
voy came  and  declared  to  the  king»  in  die  name 
of  the  emprefs,  tl^^  the  latter  hoped  the  king; 
would  abftain  from  attacking  the  eleftorate  of 
.  Saxony ;  becaufe  that  fiich  a  ftep  would  oblige 
her  to  fend  her  contingent  to  t^c  king  of  Poiaod^ 
as  had  been  ftipulated  in  h^  treaty  of  alliance. 
The  king  replied  that  it  w^  the  mtention  of  his 
majefty  to  live  in  peace  with  all  his  neighbours; 
but  thaty  (hould  any  one  of  them  hatch  defigns 
pernicious  to  his  own  ftates,  there  was  no  power 
in  Europe  which  Ihould  prevent  him  fix>in  de? 
fending  himfelf^   and  confounding  his  foes. 

Every  letter  from  Saxony  and  Silefia  coni 
firmed  the  intelligence  of  Rudenfchild.  In 
order  to  be  better  informed  of  the  motions  of 
prince  Charles,  the  king  aifembled  a  mixt  corps 
of  cavalry,  in&ntry,  and  huiTarsi  at  the  head 
of  which  Winterfeld  advanced  toward  Fried- 
land,  on  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia  and  Lufatia^i 
with  orders,  if  prince  Charles  entered  Lufati^^ 
to  march  beiGde  him  on  the  banks  of  the  (^icis, 
which  runs  on  the  frontiers  of  Sileiia.  The  pur- 
pofe  of  the  king  was  to  fall  on  the  Saxons  on 
two  fides  at  once.  The  army  of  Silefia  was  to 
ad  againft  that  of  prince  Charles ;  and,  if  pof- 
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fiblc,   furprife  it  in  its  cantonments  in  Lufatia; 
or  give  battle,  to  drive  it  back  into  Bohemia. 

During  this  danger,  which  .kept  the  whole 
city  of  Berlin  in  alarm,  the  king  put  on  the  beft 
countenance  he  could,  that  the  fpirits  of  the  peo- 
ple might  not  be  fufFered  to  droop.  His  refolu- 
tion  was  taken*  The  declaration  of  the  Ruffians 
gave  him  no  uneafincfs,  for  Ruffia  could  not  aft 
in  lefs  than  fix  months;  and  the  deftiny  of  Pruffia 
and  of  Saxony  mufl  be  decided  in  much  lefs 
time.  Things  were  at  that  extremity  that  he 
could  only  vanquifli  or  fall.  The  king  feared 
the  incredulity  and  tardinefs  of  the  prince  of 
Anhalt;  and  left  the  corps  of  Grune,  ^yhich 
amounted  to  feven  thoufand  effedtive  men, 
(hould  march  immediately  to  Berlin,  In  order 
CO  fecure  the  capital  as  effeAually  as  poffible, 
general  Haake  was  left  there,  with  a  garrifon 
of  five  thoufand  men ;  but,  as  the  city  was  two 
miles  in  circumference,  it  was  impoffiblc  he 
(hould  defend  it:  he  was  therefore  to  march, 
meet,  and  fight  the  enemy,  on  his  approach. 
This,'  in  reality,  was  an  infufiicient  precaution, 
but  there  were  no  means  of  taking  any  better. 
Arrangements  were  made,  in  cafe  of  misfor- 
tune, to  remove  the  royal  family,  archives, 
public  offices,  and  fupreme  councils,  to  Stetin, 
as  to  an  ofylum,  (hould  fbnune  forfake  the 

Pruffian 


i^ruffian  arms.  The  king  further  wrote  a  pa-» 
thetic  letter  to  the  king  of  France;  in  which  hd 
gave  ah  iiffedihg  pidure  of  his  fituation^  and 
inflantly  demanded  the  (uccour  ftipulatcd  by 
treaty. 

It  would  be  difticuit  to  divirid  froiri  what 
inotive  the  prince  of  Anhalt  ettdeaVourcd  to 
perfuade  the  king  hot  to  take  the  command  erf" 
the  army  of  Silefia.  He  carried  his  importu- 
nate remonrtrances  fo  far  diat,  at  laft,  the  king 
told  hint  he  was  determined  to  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  forces,  and  that>  when  the  prince 
of  Anhalt  (hould  maintain  ah  arhiy,  he  might 
give  the  command  of  it  to  whomfoever  he 
thought  pfoper.  After  this,  thfe  prince  was 
obliged  to  repair  to  Halle,  arid  the  king  de- 
parted for  Silefia  on  the  14th  of  November, 
leaving  Berlin  in  confternation.  Saxony  in  hope, 
and  all  Europe  in  expeftadon  of  the  events  of 
this  winter  campaign. 

Ori  the  1 5th,  the  king  arrived  at  Lignite. 
Here  he  found  prince  Leopold  tod  general 
Qoltz,  who  had  the  infpeftion  of  the  provifions. 
Letters,  received  from  general  Winterfeld,  in- 
formed him  that  fix  thoufand  Saxons,  com- 
pofing  the  van-guard  of  prince  Charles,  had 
entered  Lufatia  by  Zittau,  and  that  the  Ati* 
ftrians  were  preparing  to  follow.  Prince  L-eo- 
7  pold 


ttlE   HISTORY    OF   MY   OWN   TIMES,   i^^ 

po\d  was  informed  of  all  the  operations  the  king 
had  projcdted.  The  army  of  Silrifia  contained 
thirty  thoufand  effedive  men,  veteran  and 
chofen  troops,  accuftomed  to  conquer,  reco* 
vered  from  fatigue  by  four  weeks  reft^  and 
prompt  to  encounter  difficulties  the  moft  dan-> 
gerous. 

Some  ncceflary  precautions  however  were  to 
be  taken,  before  Silefia  might  be  quitted.  The 
town  of  Schweidnitz  muft  not  be  abandoned! 
for  it  contained  magazines,  and  was  not  at  that 
time  fortified.  General  NafTau  therefore  muft 
quit  Upper  Silefia,  and  march  toward  Land-* 
(hut,  to  oppofe  the  corps  under  Hohenems, 
who  had  received  orders,  from  his  court,  to 
make  an  incurfion  into  Lo>yer  Silefia,  on  the 
fide  of  Hirfchberg.  The  fituation  of  the  king 
was  fomewhat  fimilar  to  tljat  in  which  he  faw 
himfelf  before  the  battle  of  Hohen-Friedberg, 
and  he  had  recourfe  to  fimilar  ftratagems,  to 
entangle  the  enemy  in  fimilar  fnares.  He  af« 
fedted  icrupuloufiy  to  refped  the  frontiers  of 
Saxony,  and  to  place  his  whole  attention  on 
gaining  CrofTen  before  prince  Charles.  To 
ftrengthen  this  opinion,  Winterfeld  punifhed 
foine  huflars,  who  had  comqiitted  diforders  in 
Lufatia.  The  roads  to  Croffen  were  prepared, 
and  provifions  were  colle<5tcd  on  the  route,  fo 

that 
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that  the  country  people^  whom  it  is  always 
heceflary  firft  to  deceive,  were  fully  perfuaded 
the  king  had  no  other  objcft  in  view.  Win* 
terfeld  had  lately  occupied  Naumbourg  on  the 
Queis,  and  gave  out  that  he  was  there  only  to 
watch  the  enem;^,  as  he  marched  befide  that 
river,  and  to  arrive  firft  at  Croflen. 

Prince  Charles,  who  entertained  the  flatter- 
ing idea  that  the  Pruffians  were  peacefully  at  re- 
pofe  in  their  ,winter  quarters,  that  they  were 
difcouraged  alfo,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to 
fear  but  a  body  of  three  thoufand  men,  forming 
a  corps  of  obfervation,  flumbered  in  this  dan- 
gerous fecurity,  and  the  fame  ftratagem  a  fecond 
time  fucceeded.  So  true  is  it  that  fufpicion  is 
the  mother  of  fafety;  and  that  a  wife  general 
ought  never  to  dcfpife  his  enemy,  but  watch 
his  motions,  that  they  may  ferve  to  guide  him 
in  all  his  operations* 

That  he  might  prevent,  as  much  as  poffiblc, 
the  Auftrians  from  receiving  information  of  the 
movements  of  the  army,  the  king  had  thre^ 
rivers  which  were  in  his  front  lined ;  the  Queis 
by  Winterfeld ;  the  Neifle  by  fcwne  light  troops  J 
and  the  Bober  by  other  detachmentSii  WhcK 
ever  came  from  Lufatia  had  fi-ee  paflage ;  but 
an  interdidlion  was  laid  on  all  thofe  who  wifbed 
to  crofs  the  rivers  to  go  into  Saxony,    By  thefe 

means 
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means  he  procvired  intelligence  for  himfelfy  and 
robbed  the  enemy  of  information.  The  ne>;^s  he 
heard  of  the  latter  ^is  the  caufe  that  the  army 
prefently  advanced,  and  was  Cantoned  on  the 
Queis. 

The  kiiig  fited  his  Quarters  at  Holfteiri  j  this 
was  on- the  zid  of  November;  and  he  wa3  bUt 
a  mile  from  Naumboiirg*  Fdiir  bridges  were 
thrown  over  the  river,  that  k  might  be  haftily 
pafled)  in  four  columns.  The  intent  of  the 
king  was  to  let  the  Imperialifls  pafs  him;  then 
to  take  them  in  the  rear,  cut  off  their  provifions> 
and  thus  force  them  either  to  fight  or  ignomi- 
Bioully  to  fly,  toward  the  fixmtiers  of  Bohemia. 
But|  to  follow  a  plan  whieh  had  been  once 
adopted^  it  wa&  neceffaiy  to  abftain  fix>m  fend« 
ing  parties  into  Lufatia;  and  intelligence  was 
to  be  obtained  only  by  fpies^  which  is  never  fo 
certain  as  that  brought  by  the  troops.  The  ex- 
pedition was  likewife  of  fo  important  a  Mturc 
that  fafety  mull  be  preferred  to  i^e. 

Gene)-al  Wihterfbld,  td  whom  the  king  hod 
imparted  all  his  projeds,  informed  the  latter 
that  the  enemy  advanced  by  cantonments;  'but 
that  they  fpread  fo  far  that  their  left  was  at 
Lauban,  and  their  right  at  Gorlitz^  He  added 
that,  iiccording  to  the  news  the  fpies  brought, 
they  Would  march  on  the  morrbw^  and  that  the 

voIm  u  ?art  ii»  S  moment 
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moment  for  aftion  was  come.  Hearing  tkis^ 
the  army  marcUed  in  four  columns^  on  the  23d, 
each  of  which  was  led  by  a  lieutenant-general. 
The  rendezvous  of  tbefc  columns  was  at  Naum-^ 
boujrg,  and  here  the  king  gave  them  their  laft 
inftrudions.  A  fog  rofe  in  the  morning,  which 
was  &vourable;  for  it  hid  every  motion  of  the 
army  from  the  enemy.  There  is  a  ftone  bridge 
over  the  Queis^  at  Naumbourg,  befide  which 
were  two  fords  for  the  cavalry;  and  a  bridge 
was  haftily  thrown  over  for  the  feccmd  column 
of  infantry.  Thefe  arrangements  made,  tho 
generals  who  led  the  colunms  repaired  to  Naum« 
bourg,  and  there  received  orders  immediately  t^ 
pafs  the  Queis.  They  all  had  guides  appoint- 
ed, to  condudt  them  to  Catholifch  Henaerfdorf ; 
and  they  were  commanded  mutually  to  fuccour 
each  other,  according  as  the  column,  which 

fliould  £dl  On  the  quarters  of  the  enemy,  might 
have  ne^  erf*  cavalry,  or  infentry,  to  infure  fuc- 
cefs;  for  exad  information  was  wanting,  CQ|i* 
cerning  the  places  where  the  army  of  jmnce 
Charles  was  cantoned,  in  or<kr  to  make  a  moro 
accurate  difpofition* 

The  fog  difperfed  at  the  moment  dot  the  co 
lumns  had  pafTed  the  Queis .  The  right  «id  ^t» 
left  were  the  cavalry;  the  two  central  columns di« 
infantry;  each  of  thefe  was  preceded  by  a  s^ 
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^inaent  of  huflars,  to  give  timely  information, 
to  the  generals,  of  what  was  paffihg  in  their 
front.  Irhfeking  was  at  the  head  of  the.firfl; 
column  of  infantry.  A  miller's  man  was  the 
guide  of  this,  who  led  it  to  a  marlh,  where 
tattle  feed,  in  .fummer,  but  which,  after  the 
riainy  (eafon,  was  fcarcely  fit  for  the  march  ot 
troops.  There  was  fome  difficulty  in  extricat- 
ing the  met!  from  this  marfh ;  but,  after  con* 
fiderable  fearch,  a  road  was  found,  which  was 
praftrcable,  and  which  led  belide  a  wood. 

While  the  troops  were  filing  off,  the  hufiars 
of  Ziethen  came  to  die  village  of  CathoUfch 
Hennerfdorf,  and  feiit  advice  that  it  contained 
two  battalions  and  fix  fquadrons  of  Savons. 
'I'hey  added,  they  would  afford  the  enemy  luf- 
ficient  amufement  to  give  the  colutxm  time  to 
come  up.  Two  regiments  of  cuirai&ers,  of  the 
fourth  column,  which  was  the  nea^reft,  were  im- 
mediately ordered  to  advance;  and  Rochow 
ied  on  the  regiments  of  Gefler  and  Bomftedt. 
Thete  Polentz  was  commanded  to  fuftain,  with 
three  battalions  of  grenadiers.  It  was  the  b* 
fore-mentioned  marfti,  which  was  thought  im- 
t)ra6licable,  that  had  deceived  the  Saxons^ 
They  had  kept  no  guard  on  that  fide;  whick 
was  the  reafon  of  their  being  furprifed.  The 
%]iage  of  Hexmerfdorf  is  half  a  mile  long«, 
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The  aftion  began  at  four  o'clock,  toward  the 
caftern  part,  and  ended  at  fix,  at  the  weftem 
end.    Polcritz  took  the  Saxons  in  the  rear; 
Rochow  attacked  them  in  front;  and  Winter- 
feld  in  flank.     The  repments  of  Gotha  and 
Dalwitz,  and  the  greateft  part  of  that  of  Obirn, 
were  made  prifoners :  among  thefe  were  gene- 
ral Dalwitz,  colonel  Obirn,   and  thirty  officers. 
The  lofs  of  the  Saxons  amounted  to  fix  cannon, 
eleven  hundred  men,  two  pair  of  kettle  drums, 
two  ftandards,  and  three  pair  of  colours.  Their 
baggage  was  divided  among  the  huffars,  who 
well  had  merited  this  trifling  reward. 

The  army  encamped  at  Catholifch  Hennerf- 
dorf,  and  the  men  were  informed  that,  if  they 
were  obliged  to  endure  fatigue  for  fomc  few 
days,  it  was  but  to  fpare  them  future  battles. 
Though  half  of  the  army  wanted  tents,   and 
feveral  regiments  had  only  linen  breeches,  they 
all  yielded,  with  a  good  grace,  to  that  which 
they  faw  neceflity  exafted.   This  fortunate  com* 
men  cement  prognofticated  that  prince  Charles 
would  not  withfland  the  Pruflians.    It  was  pro* 
pofed  to  profit  by  the  confternation  which  the 
carrying  of  one  of  his  quarters  muft  occafion  in 
his  arrliy,  and  immmediately  to  march  on  his 
heelsj  that  he  might  not  have  time  to  recover. 
On  the  morrow,  the  24th,  the  day  was  fo  dim 

ajid 
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txsd  the  fog  fo  thick  that  the  army  was  obliged 
to  advance  with  great  precaution.    It  encamped 
behind  the  village  of  Leopoldfhain ;  and,  for 
the    greater   fecurity,    fifteen  battalions  were 
placed  in  this  village.    The  fcouts  brought  in- 
.  telligence  that  the  enemy  every  where  was  re- 
tiring; that  the  roads  were  ftrewed  with  wag*- 
gons  without  horfes,  baggage  overthrown,  pow- 
der carts  abandoned,  and,  in  a  word,   every 
tiling  that  could  atteft  flight.     The  deferters, 
who  arrived  in  great  numbers,  faid  that  confu- 
fion  was  fpread  among  their  troops;  becaufe 
Hihat,  for  the  two  laft  days,  twenty  different  or 
contradictory  orders  had  been  iflued. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  25th,  advice 
was  received  that  prince  Charles  had  afTembled 
his  army  at  Schonfeld,  a  league  diftant  from  the 
camp  of  the  king.  The  weather  was  fine;  the 
king  did  not  hefitate,  and  he  immediately  began 
his  march,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy.  As 
he  approached  Gorlitz,  his  parties  reported  that 
the  enemy  had  fecretly  decamped,  and  had 
taken  the  road  to  Zi^ay.  The  Pruffian  army 
encamped  near  Gorlitz,  which  capitulated.  Sixty 
officers  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were 
there  made  prifoners  of  war.  Some  of  the  officers 
were  fick;  and  fome,  who  had  been  wounded 
ac  Catholifch  Hennerfdorf,  had  foiind  means 
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to  efctpc*    There  was  a  magazine  at  Gcu-Hts^ 
'vl^ich  wa^  of  great  utility  to  this  expedition. 

On  the  26th^  the  army  further  advanced  to 
t}ie  cofiyent  of  Radomiritz,  and  the  troops  were 
put  into  cantonments,  Bonin  and  Winterfeld 
w^re  commanded  to  march  befide  a  fmall 
xiver,  named  the  Nciffi^  with  feventy  fquadrons 
and  ten  battalions.  This  manoeuvre,  whick 
thr^tened  to  cut  off  the  enemy  from  Zittau, 
caufed  prince  Charles  to  abandon  his  camp  at 
Oftrit25,  to  gain  Zittau  before  the  Pruffians. 
As  his  retreat  was  precipitate,  the  PruQian  huf- 
fars  made  coniiderable  prizes  on  the  Aufbriaa 
baggage. 

On  the  27th,  the  king  advanced  to  0&n%^, 
a^d  fent  Winterfeld  to  Zittau.  The  rear-guard 
of  prince  Charles  w^  then  fihng  through  that 
t<Twn»  Winterfeld  attacked  it,  and  t;ook  three 
hundred  and  fifty  prifoners.  The  Auftrians 
Iioft  all  their  baggage,  and  fet  fire  to  their  owa 
\yagg0n5,  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  their  purfuers. 

This  expedition  only  continupd  five  days« 
The  Aufbrians  loft  their  magazines  and  bag- 
gage, and  returned  into  Bohemia,  weakened 
by  five  thoyfand  men.  Ten  battalions  and; 
twenty  fquadrons  wefjjjefi:  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Zittau^  to  guard  that  important  pofl:; 
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and  Wintorfeld  was  obliged  to  rcttim  into  Sileiia> 
with  five  battalions  and  five  fquadrons,  to  fall 
on  the  flanks  of  Hohcnems>  while  Naflau  pre* 
pare4  to  attack  him  in  front  This  expedition 
was  fo  fortunate  that>  in  lefs  than  twenty-four 
hours^  there  were  no  more  Aullrians  in  Siiefia* 
The  dragoons  of  Philibert  were  defeated  by  the 
huflars  of  Wartenbergi  and  Hohenems  did  not 
yield  to  prince  Charles^  either  in  the  prompti-* 
tude  of  his  retreat  or  in  the  lofs  of  his  baggage* 

The  Pruffian  troops  that  were  in  Lufatia  went 
into  quarter?  of  refrefhmo&t^  in  the  vicinage  of 
Gorlitz ;  general  L^hwald  excepted^  who  was  de- 
tached with  ten  battalions  and  twenty  fquadrons 
to  Bautzen,  with  orders  to  pulh  forward  toward, 
the  Elbe^  that  the  Saxons  might  be  in  fear  for 
their  capital^  and  the  operations  of  the  prince 
of  Anhalt  £icilitated.  Colonel  Brandis^  who 
had  remained  at  Croflen  with  two  battalions^ 
feized  on  Guben;  where  he  took  a  large  maga« 
^e  from  the  SaxoQs. 

During  this  expedition  into  Lufatia^  no  news 
was  received  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt;  but  the 
Saxons  divulged  that  Grune  had  pafled  the 
Elbe  at  Torgau,  and  was  marching  for  Berlin* 
While  informadon  like  this  gave  rife  to  ftrangc 
refleftions,  an  officer  cam?  from  Halle,  with 
intelligence  that  the  prince  of   Anhalt   had 

S  4  marched 


I 


^64  POSTHUMOUS    WORKS. 

« marched  on  the  30th  of  November ;  thathe  meant 
to  h^ve  attacked  the  Saxons .  in  their  intrench- 
n^eifts  at  Leipfic ;  but  that  he  had  foimd  them 
abandoned  ;  that  Leipfic  had  fubmitted ;  and 
that  the  Saxons  fled  toward  Drefden.  The 
king  fent  the  officer  back,  to  prefs  the  prince  of 
Anhalt  to  gain  Meifien  as  foon  as  poffible,  and 
to  let  him  know  that  the  corps  of  Lehwald  was 
only  waiting  his  arrival  to  form  a  junction.  When 
it  w^  known  at  Drefden  that  prince  Charies 
had  been  fo  quickly  difpafchpd,  the  conftcr- 
nation  became  fo  great  that  the  corps  of  Grunc 
was  immediately  ordered  back,  and  count  Ru- 
towflcy  was  obliged  to  march  his  army  to  proteft 
Drefden. 

While  the  prince  of  Anhalt  marched  toward 
Meiflen,  and  the  army  of  the  king  remained  in 
fiifpenfe,  the  latter  employed  his  time  in  renew- 
ipg  a  negotiation,  with  the  Saxons,  which  had 
fo  often  be^ii  ipterrijpted,  and  which  circum* 
fiances  appeared  to  throw  to  a  ftill  gr^er  dif- 
t^nqe.  Tq  this  efFeii,^he  wrote  tp  Mf.  Villiers, 
the  Englifh  ambaflador  at  the  court  of  Drefden; 
declaring  to  him  that,  notwithftanding  the  ani- 
mofity  which  his  enemies  fo  lately  and  fo  mani- 
feftly  difplayed  againft  him,  and  the  advan* 
tages  he  had  obuined  over  them>  he  perfevered 
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la  the  rcfolution  he  had  taken  of  preferring 
moderation  to  extremity ;  that  he  oflfered  peace 
to  the  king  of  Poland,  with  forgetfuhiefs  of  the 
paft,  and  kft  the  Hanover  convention  to  be 
the  bafis  of  reconciliation.  He  did  not  vj& 
thus  till  after  deep  reflection.  Peace  may  be 
obtained  when  war  is  fuccefsful;  but,  when  the 
enemy  is  viftorious,  hp  is  but  little  difpofcd  to 
be  reconciled.  The  blood  of  fo  many  brave 
officers,  who  facrifice  themfelves  to  render  their 
country  viftorious,  might  be  fpared.  However 
fortunate  the  war  in  Saxony  at  prefent  was,  it 
could  only  be  confidercd  as  fire  in  the  houfe  of 
a  neighbour,  which  prefently  might  be  commu- 
nicated to  our  own.  Befide  that  it  was  necef- 
fery  to  terminate  the  war  with  all  expedition, 
kft  Ruffia  fliould  interfere.  The  king  had  no- 
thing to  hope  from  France;  apd,  if  thefe  ftrug- 
gles  did  not  end  during  the  winter,  it  well 
might  be  expedled  that,  in  the  fpring,  the 
queen  of  Hungary  would  recal  her  army  from 
the  Rhine,  which  would  there  be  ufelefs,  and 
incorporate  it  with  thsfi  of  Bohemia,  which 
would  have  given  her  a  gr^at  fuperiorify.  AU 
pretence  for  war  had  likewife  fubfided,  fince . 
the  death  of  Charles  VII.  To  this  may  be  ad- . 
ded,  the  harveft  had  been  fo  bad  that  com  was 
become  as  fcarce  ^s  it  was  dear ;  and  finance 

was 
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was  entirely  exbaufted.    Peace  therefore  wad 
(be  only  remedy  for  all  thefe  evils. 

The  moderation  of  the  king,  in  the  coadi^ 
tions  which  he  proppfcd  for .  peace,   may  pert 
haps  excite  aftonilhjoient :  but  it  ought  to  bq 
obferved  that  his  iicuation  was  fuch  as  induce^ 
him  to  calculate  every  ftep,  and  to  leave  no- 
thing incoi^fiderately  to  chance.     Firft,  he  main* 
rained  the  difinterefted  principles  which  he  had 
proclaimed,  in  his  manifeftos  of  1 744  and  1 745  ; 
had  he  extojtcd  any  ceffion  from  the  king  of 
Poland,  he  would  have  confounded  the  intcrcfts 
of  this  prince  with  thofe  of  the  Auftrians;   and 
would  himfelf  have  planned  a   union  which 
good  policy  required  he  Ihould  endeavour  to 
difiblve,    Europe  was  but  too  jealous  ahready 
of  his  acquiiition  of  Sileita:  fuch  impreffions 
were  to  be  eiTaced^  and  not  renewed.    Add  tq 
this  that  the  (horteft  means  of  obtaining  peace 
were  to  reftor^  the  pofielSons  of  all  parties  to 
the  ftate  in  which  they  had  been  previous  to  the 
laft  war.     As  the  propofed  conditions  were 
neither  feverc  nor.  burthenibme,    they  mig^t 
procure  peace ;  which  (hould  be  the  more  (table, 
by  not  leaving  any  germeof  animofity  or  jeaJoufy* 

Thefe  principles  were  to  him  a$  a  law,  and 
from  which  it  will  be  leen  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fuccefs  with  which  his  enterprifes  were 
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4prpwncd,  from  thefe  he  nevcir  departed.  WhQ 
Tvould  not  have  fuppofed  that  propofitions  fq 
jre^onable  would  have  been  welcoined  by  the 
Jcingof  Po^nd?  The  very  reverie  however 
happened.  Count  ^  ^  ^  could  think  only  of 
l)is  projed.  He  had  brought  prince  Charles 
into  Saxony,  intending  to  fend  the  army  of 
Rutow&y  to  join  him  as  well  as  the  corps  pf 
fount  Grupe.  Proud  of  fuch  ftrength,  he  pro* 
pofed  to  fubjeft  the  defliny  of  hia  king  and  the 
fafety  of  his  country  to  the  fortune  of  a  battl* : 
^hus  facrificing  ^very  intereil,  moft  dear  to  the 
majority  of  men^  in  order  to  gratify  his  indi*> 
yidual  revenge. 

Villiers  repaired  to  coxirt,  widi  the  air  of  a 
man  who  brought  good  news»  He  demanded 
^n  audience ;  and,  to  the  propofitions  with  which 
he  was  charged,  added  the  molt  pathetic  dC'^ 
hortations,  to  indyce  Auguftus  to  avoid  thofe 
misfortunes,  by  which  his  people  and  his  periba 
were  menaced.  The  king  coldly  replied,  he 
would  confider  df  what  was  to  be  done.  *  *  * 
was  more  ej^plicit  with  the  Engli(h  ambafladon 
He  loudly  infifted  on  the  aid  he  ej^peded  from 
;he  Ruffians;  fpoke  emphatically  on  the  great 
rcfources  of  Saxony ;  and  concluded  by  faying 
that,  in  deference  to  the  king  of  England,  he 

would  deliver  a  memorial  to  Villiers,  contain* 

ing 
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ing  conditions,  according  to  which  the  king  of 
Poland  niight  determine  to  make  peace. 

On  the  morrow,  the  ift  of  December,  the 
king  of  Poland  departed  for  Prague;  and  the 
two  eldeft  princes  for  Numberg.  What  a  con- 
trail of  pride  and  weaknefs !  After  the  depar- 
ture of  the  court,  one  of  the  Saxon  counfcllors 
gave  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Villiers,  the  fubftancc 
of  which  was — that  the  king  of  Poland  would 
accede  to  the  Hanover  convention,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  Pruffians  would  immediately  ceafe 
all  hoftilities,  would  exaft  no  more  contribu- 
tions, would  reftore  fuch  as  had  been  received, 
would  evacuate  Saxony  immediately,  and  would 
pay  all  preceding  damage,  as  well  as  that  which 
fliould  be  caufed  by  the  retreat  of  the  troops. 
Villiers  augured  ill  of  a  peace  the  conditions  of 
which  Saxony  diftated  with  fo  much  hau^ti- 
nefs.  This  memorial  he  fent  to  the  king,  afliir- 
ing  him  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  king  of 
England,  and  adding  that  he  would  not  warrant 
the  declaration  of  the  Saxon  minifters.  He  was 
explicit. 

The  king  mean  time  was  informed  that  prince 
Charles  had  pafTed  the  Elbe,  at  Leutmeritz,  and 
direfted  his  march  toward  Drefden.  Combin- 
ing the  motion  of  this  array  with  the  precipitate 
flight  of  the  king  of  Poland  and  his  children. 
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it  appeared  evident  that  *  *  *  was  deteraiined 
not  to  make  peace.    That  he  might  the  better 
be  ready  to  overthrow  the.  projedts  of  enemies 
thus  enraged^  the  king  removed  his  quarters 
to  Bautzen^  and  Lehwald  marched  to  Konigf- 
bruck^    a  mile  from  Meiflen.     His  majefty 
anfwered   Mr.  Villiers  that  he  had  fent  for 
count  Podewils  to  be  near  his  perfon,  that  he 
might  facilitate  every  thing  which  could  contri* 
bute  to  reftore  peace;  that  he  flattered  himfelf 
the  king  of  Poland^  in  like  mannerj  would  ap« 
point  one  of  his  minifters^  that  this  falutary  work 
might  be  accomplifhed^  and  that^  after  the  pre- 
liminaries were  iigned^  hoftilities  might  ceafe: 
that^  with  refpedt  to  forage  and  contributions^ 
for  which  indemnification  was  required^  the  king 
might  require  fimilar  indeomification  for  the 
havoc  committed  by  the  Saxons  in  Sileiia;  but 
that  the  moil  certain  method  would  be  entirely 
to  erafe  the  article.     The  king  added,  he  hoped 
the  ambafladors  of  Ruffia  and  Holland  would 
become  guarantees  to  this  treaty  of  peace,  and 
complained  of  the  departure  of  the  king  of  Po* 
landi  as  of  an  unamicable  ftep,  injurious  to  his 
manner  of  thinking,  and  which  foreboded  ill  to 
the  prefent  negotiation.    *  *  *  had  conduced 
his  mafter  to  Prague,  that  he  might  the  more 
freely  importune  him  and  prevent  his  being  a 
ipeftator  of  the  war,  or  hearing  the  groans  of 
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I  liis  cduntry.  He  wiflied  to  continue  him,  ojf 
the  aid  of  "iche  Auftrians,  in  his  prefent  difpofi- 
don  for  maintaining  the  war.  Thus  did  ♦  *  * 
facf^ce  every  thing  to  the  interefts  of  th6  queea 
of  Hungary; 

The  king  well  faw  that  tiie^  could  be  ho  ne* 
gotiation,  but  by  the  iid  of  vKtory/  It  was 
time  to  have  recourfe  with  ardout  to  the  opera- 
tions of  war*  Ltifatia  was  conquered ;  all  muil 
depend  on  the  entcrprifes  which  the  army  of  the 
prince  of  Anhalt  might  execute.  A  week  had 
pafied  fince  the  king  had  received  any  letters 
ftom  the  prince.  This  incertitude  embarrafled 
him  the  more  becaufe  thit  there  was  not  a  mo^ 
(nent  to  lofe  in  preparing  to  aft  iii  concerts 
The  bridge  of  Meiftea  was  of  the  laft  impor- 
tance^  and  this  was  to  be  (eized  before  thd 
enemy  might  think  of  deftroying  it ;  but  gene- 
ral Lehwald  could  not  feize  on  the  town,  fitu- 
ated  on  the  left  (hore  of^  the  Elbe,  imlefe  aided 
by  the  prince  of  Anhalt. 

Wanting  information,  the  king  calculated  th^ 
Biarches  of  the  prince,  according  to  irtiich  he 
fuppofed  he  might  arrive  at  Meiflen  on  tte  8tH 
oe  9th  of  December,  at  the  very  lateft.    Leh- 

.  wald  repaired  thither  about  this  time,  but  the 
prince  did  nof  aippear.  The  river  aibounded 
with  flakes  oi  ko,  which  prevented  general 

'  Lehwald 
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LdhWald  from  conftrufting  a  bridge  with  pon« 
toii3;  and  thefe  incidents  all  retarded  the  ex-» 
pedition* 

Mr.  ViHiers,  who  Was  at  Prague,  ^eht  oiF  a 
courier  to  the  king,  with  difpatches,  to  inform 
him  that  Auguftus  would  not  depute  any  mini- 
fter  with  full  powers ;  that,  far  on  the  reverfe, 
he  expe<5ted  numerous  fuccours  from  his  allies, 
with  whkh  he  would  revenge  the  injuries  he  pre- 
tended the  PruSiaas  had  done  to  Saxony  on  the 
rieftorate  of  Brandenbourg;  and  that  he  thought 
proper  ta  quit  Dretien,  expeding  to  have  ftiU 
tefs  refpeA  paid  himy  during  an  open  war,  than 
had  been  paid  to  him  in  the  manifeftos,  by 
whkh  this  war  had  been  preceded.  It  was  plain 
iJiat  this  latter  article  rather  related  to  *  *  ^ 
than  to  the  king  himfelf. 

The  king  replied,  in  fubftance,  to  Mr.  Yillier% 
that  he  admired  the  haughtinefs  and  inflexibility 
rf  the  king  of  Poland ;  that,  without  any  ani- 
mofity  to  this  prince,  it  was  impoflible  to  feed 
an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  in  any  coun- 
try, without  making  that  country  fuffer  cala*^ 
mtties;  that,  had  fortune  been  propitious  to  the 
enemy,  inftead  of  being  the  contrary,  the  fame^ 
rtoderation  would  not  have  been  fliown>  in 
Brandenbourg,  as  had  beea  difplayed  by  thc^ 
kin^  in  Saxony;   that  all  would  hav6  been- 
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pill^ed^  burnt  and  deftroyed,  as  had  hetd 
proved,  by  example^  in  Sileiia ;  but  that,  fined 
the  king  of  Poland  would  have  war,  war  he 
fliould  hdve,  and  hotter  than  dver^      *• 

On  the  9th,  difpatchesfiiKune  from  the  prince 
of  Anhalt,  dated  at  Torgau.  He  faid  he  had 
taken  two  hundred  prifonersin  this  place,  and 
impvited  the  llownefs  of  his  march  to  the  diffi- 
culties of  finding  provifions,  and  waggons. 
Thefe  were  pretences  to  eicufe  his  delay.  He 
had  fpent  nine  days  in  marching  nine  miles^ 
His  conduct  was  the  lefs  exculable  becaufc  he 
had  a  ms^zine,  at  his  own  difpofal,  at  Halle  ; 
and  had  taken  bne  firom  the  enemy,  at  Leipfic; 
had  no  foe  in  his  front,  and  confequently  was 
n:iafter  of  the  forage,  provifions,  horfes,  and 
quotas,  of  the  country.  His  tedioufnefs  could 
only  be  attributed  to  his  fpirit  of  contradiction, 
and  his  age.  He  would  not  have  been  vexed 
to  have  £c<n  the  expedition  into  Lufatia  regard- 
ed as  the  fortunate  folly  of  a.  young  manj  and 
he  affcded  an  air  of  drcumfpedion,  and  wif- 
dom,  which,  added  to  his  long  experience,  was 
to  form  a  contraft  to  the  ardour  with  which  the 
king  purftted  his  operations. 

The  prince  of  Anhalt  was  notpraifed  for  his 
flownefc;  which,  the  king  informed  him  by 
letter,  was  exceedingly  prejudicial  to  the  good 

•of 


THE   JBiSTORT   OP  MY    OWN   TIMES,    a 7$ 

of  the  fenrice ;  for  it  had  given  the  Auilrians 
time  to  join  the  Saxons,  and  break  down  the 
bridge  of  Meiflen,  which  rendered  the  jundion 
of  the  two  armies  almofl  impoffible.  He  there* 
fore  enjoined  him  to  ufe  diligence*  and  to 
Approach  with  all  poffible  promptitude.  The 
prince  in  reply  promifed  he  would  be  at  Meif- 
fen  on  the  1 2th  of  December  s  dn  which,  the 
men  were  all  coUeded  from  their  quarters* 
The  king  left  only  four  battalions  and  fome 
buflars  at  Zituu ;  one  batulion  at  Gorlitz ;  and 
two  at  Bautzen.  Thefe  troops  met,  on  the 
13  th,  at  Camentz  1  general  Lehwald  excepted^ 
who  was  already  oppofite  Meiflen. 

Here  the  prince  of  Anhalt  arrived  on  the 
l^th;  but  the  Saxon  garrifon  had  efcaped> 
through  a  poftern  gate,  to  the  main  army: 
While  the  infentry  of  the  prince  entered  Meiffen, 
the  horfe,  having  a  hollow  way  to  traverfe,  paf* 
fed  only  one  by  one.  The  two  laft  regiments, 
that  is  to  fay  the  Rohl  and  Holftein  dragoons^ 
alighted  to  wait  their  turn.  This  wai  perceived 
by  Sibiliky,  who  glided  into  a  thick  wood  with 
his  Saxons>  from  which  he  fell  unexpeftedly  on 
the  Pruffian  dragoons,  and  carried  off  two  pair 
of  kettle  drums,  three  ftandards,  and  a  hundred 
and  eighty  men.  Other  fquadrons  mounted, 
and  repulfed  the  enemy,  but  the  affront  was 
received,  and  the  remedy  came  too  late.    This 
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affair  coft  the  life  of  general  Rohl,  who  was  fick, 
and  followed  the  column  in  a  coach.  It  mud 
be  allowed  the  cold  was  exceffive,  and  that  the 
cavalry  had  been  twelve  hours  on  horfeback : 
but  the  fin  was  committed  in  pafling  a  wood 
which  had  not  been  previoufly  reconnoitred. 
The  fmalleft  faults  are  pdniflied  in  war,  for  the 
enemy  pardons  not. 

The  1 2th  was  employed  in  repairing  the 
bridge  over  the  Elbe;  and,  on  the  13th, 
general  Lehwald  joined  the  prince  of  Anhalt. 
This  bridge  of  Meiffen,  concerning  which  fo 
many  fears  had  been  entertained,  the  Saxons 
ought  to  have  deftroyed  :  but  the  Saxon  mini- 
ftry,  who  governed  the  generals,  could  not 
comprehend  how  a  bridge  might  contribute  to 
the  lofs  of  a  country.  The  bridge  was  built  in 
part  of  ftone,  had  coft  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  crowns,  and  they  would  never  confent 
it  (hould  be  demoliflied.  The  council  was 
compofed  of  a  mixture  of  pedants  and  upftarts. 
Henecke,  who  was  their  prefident,  raifed  by 
fortune  from  being  a  footman  to  the  dignity  of 
minifter,  added  )to  the  talent  of  a  financier  the 
art  of  methodically  plundering  the  fubjeft.  His 
ceconoiny  fupplied  the  prodigalities  of  the  king, 
and  the  diffipations  of  his  favourite.  With  this 
fpccies  of  credit,  he  governed  Saxony  as  a  fub* 

ordinate 
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ordinate  to.  count  *  *  *,  iflued  orders  for  the 
army,  direded  its  operations,  and  to  his  incapa^ 
city  muft  the  grofs  errors  of  the  Saxon  gehcrals, 
during  this  winter  campaign,  be  attributed. 

The  army  of  the  king  arrived  at  Konigfbruck 
on  the  1 4th ;  and  the  prince  of  Anhalt,  fpurred 
forward  iahd  impelled  as  he  was,  advanced  on 
the  fame  day  to  Neuftadt ;  where,  in  defpite  of 
the  piercing  cold,  the  troops  were  obliged  to 
encamp.  Prince  Charles  had  arrived  on  the 
13th  of  December  with  his  army  near  Drefden. 
Henecke^  who  regulated  every  thing,  extended 
the  Auftrian  quarters  fo  much  that  twenty-four 
hours  were  neceffary  to  aflemble  the  army. 
Prince  Charles  made  proper  remonftrances,  that 
this  difppfitibn  might  be  changed;  but  He- 
necke,  accuflomed  to  give  law  to  contradlors 
and  farmers  general,  paid  them  no  refpeft.  The 
prince,  who  forefaw  count  Rutowfky  would  be 
attacked,  intreated  he  would  give  him  timely 
information,  (hould  he  {land  in  need  of  his  aid, 
that  the  difperfed  troops  might  be  coUeded : 
but  the  count  replied,  he  had  no  need  of  fuc- 
cour,  for  that  he  was  fo  iftrong,  in  his  prefent 
poft,  that  the  Pruffians  would  never  dare  to 
attaok  him%  After  marfhal  Saxe  had  won  the 
battle  of  Fontenoy  by  the  fuperiority  of  his 
artillery,  many  generals  have  fince  followed  the 
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(ame  method.  The  difpofition  of  the  Aoftrian^^ 
at  the  battle  of  Sorr^  was  a  copy  of  this; 
^d  the  poft  which  count  Rutowiky  held  at 
KeiTelfdorf^  was  on  the  model  of  th:tt  of  Fon- 
tenoy.  The  difference  between  count  Saxe 
and  his  imitators  was  the  caufe  of  their  difieroit 
fuccefs* 

The  two  Pruffian  armies  however  began  their 
march ;  that  of  the  prince  of  Anhalt  toward  the 
enemy,  and  that  <^  the  king  tx>  pafs  the  Elbe 
^  Meiflen*  The  king  fent  fourteen  battalions 
int(>  this  town ;  the  remainder  of  die  infimtry 
and  the  cavalry  was  cantoned  on  the  right  Ihore 
of  the  Elbe ;  fo  that>  in  cafe  of  need^  by  aflem^ 
biing  his  troops,  the  king  might  fuccour  the 
prince  of  Anhalt^  and  make  head  againft  the 
Auftrians,  fhould  they  pafs  the  Elbe  at  Drefden* 

The  king  received,  on  hii  arrival  at  Meiflen, 
a  letter  from  Mr.  VilHers,  which  informed  him 
that  the  extreme  diforder  of  the  affairs  of  Au«> 
guftus,  and  the  neceffity  to  which  he  was  re* 
duced,  had  finally  determined  hipi  to  accede  to 
an  accommodation ;  that  Saul;  the  Mercury  of 
*  *  *,  would  depart  for  Drefden,  with  inffaruc* 
tions  and  full  powers  for  the  miniftry ;  i&  order 
that  they  might  labour^  conjointly  .with    the 
Pruffian  miniftry,  for  the  re-eftablifiiment  of 
peace ;  that  the  queen  of  Hungary  would  like«* 
a  wile 
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mCc  accedci  on  concliUQ9  of  fome  abatements 
in  the  convention  of  Hanover ;  and  that  he> 
Villiers,  would  immediately  come  to  DreCden, 
that  he  might  mediate  between  the  parties^ 
(kovld  there  be  any  neceffity^  and  facilitate  re^ 
conciliation. 

Scarcely  had  the  king  read  this  letter  before 
information  waa  brought  him  that  the  atmo- 
fphere,  toward  Drefden^  appeared  in  flames  i 
and  that  a  dreadful  reverberation  of  artillery 
was  heard.  The  king  reafonably  expeded  tha( 
the  prince  of  Anhalt  had  engaged  the  enemy. 
The  cavalry  had  inftant  orders  to  faddle ;  and 
the  in&htry  to  take  to  arms.  The  kmg  gaUop* 
ped  with  fome  hundred  huflars  along  the  road 
to  Drefilen ;  and  fent  fmall  parties  on  all  fides. 
One  of  thefe  brought  in  fix  fugitives^  of  the 
corps  of  Sibil&y^  who  affirmed  the  Saxons  were 
beaten.  What  gave  credit  to  this  was  that  not 
a  Pruffian  made  his  appearance;  which  mufl: 
have  happened^  had  afiairs  taken  an  ill  turn. 
But,  night  coming  on,  the  king  was  obliged  to 
return  to  Msiflen,  left  he  (hould  expofe  himfelf 
to  fome  aflEront>  fatisfied  with  the  probabilities 
of  the  viftocy  <^thc  prince. 

Had  not  fortune  been  favourable  to  the  latter, 
the  king  had  ^ennined  to  aflemble  his  troops 
<ia  the  hei^^  of  Meiflen^  to  march. and  meet 
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the  beaten  army,  to  put  it  in  the  rear,  and  ad-» 
vance  with  his  own  army  in  front  to  attack  the 
enemy  anew,  and  purchafe  viftory,  be  the  price 
what  it  might.  The  prince  of  Anhalt  deprived 
him  of  that  pain.  The  fame  evening,  an  officer 
arrived  from  the  army,  and  rendered  the  follow- 
ing account  to  the  king  of  that  glorious  battle. 

The  prince  had  decamped,    early   on  the 
morning  of  the  1 5th,  and  had  marched  through 
Wilfdruf,  immediately  toward  Dl-efden.     Hav- 
ing pafled  Wilfdruf,  his  huflars  attacked  a  body 
of  Ulans,   whom  they  drove  before  them  to 
Keffelfdorf,  where  they  perceived  the  Saxon 
army  in  order  of  battle.     Of  this  they  immedi- 
ately infqrmed  the  prince.     A  deep  ravine,  the 
bottom  of  which  was  in  fome  places  marihy, 
covered  the  front  of  the  enemy ;  the  greateft 
depth  of  this  ravine  was  toward  the  Elbe ;  it  ex- 
tended gradually  decreafing  toward  Keffelfdorf, 
and  entirely  difappeared  beyond,  near  the  foreft 
of  Tarrant.     The  Saxons  had  fupported  their 
left  by  Keffelfdorf,  where  the  ground,  as  I  have 
faid,  was  entirely  level.     This  village  was  de- 
fended by  all  the  grenadiers  of  their  army,  and 
by  the  regiment  of  Rutowlky;  a  battery  of 
twenty-four  pieces  of  heavy  artillery  rendered  its 
approach  murderous.     The  corps  of  Grune  was 
jon  the  right  wing  of  that  army,  which  was  fup- 
ported 
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ported  at  Benerich  near  the  Elbe.  This  place 
was  inattackable,  becaufe  of  the  rocks  and  pre- 
cipices which  interdiA  all  approach.  The  Saxon 
cavalry,  before  the  battle,  was  on  the  left  of 
Keffelfdorf,  in  a  line  with  the  reft  of  the  army, 
its  left  toward  the  foreft  of  Tarrant.  We  know 
not  why  count  Rutowiky  removed  and  placed 
it,  in  a  third  line,  in  the  r^ar  of  hi$  infantry. 

When  the  prince  of  Anhajt  arrived  on  tlie 
field  with  the  head  of  his  army,  he  iqimediately 
judged  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  day  would  depend, 
on  taking  the  village  of  JCeflelfdorf,  to  carry 
which  he  made  his  arrangements.  He  began  by 
forming  his  troops  in  face  of  the  enemy.  The 
infantry  deftined  to  attack  the  village  was  in 
three  lines,  and  the  dragoons  of  Bonin  formed 
the  fpurdi. ,  No  fooner  were  the  troops  thus  dif- 
ppfed  thaij  three  battalions  of  grenadiers,  with 
three  of  his  own  regiment,  attacked  the  village  in 
front,  while  Lehwald  took  it  in  flank.  Twenty- 
four  cannon,  loaded  wi(h  cafe  (hot,  aided  by 
the  Saxon  grenadiers  and  the  regiment  of  Ru- 
towfky,  repujfed  the  aflTailants.  The  fecond 
attach:  w^  not  more  fonunate,  for  the  fire  was 
too  dreadful,  Put  the  regjment  of  Rutowiky 
left  the  village  and  would  purfue  the  Pruflians. 
By  afting  thus  it  placed  itfelf  in  the  front  of  th^ 
JDatteries  which  were  prevented  playing.     Th^ 
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prince  of  Anhalt  profited  by  the  moment^  la^ 
ordered  coloael  Luderitz.  who  commanded  die 
dragoons^  to  charge.  The  colonel  fell  with  imt 
petupfity  on  the  Saxoi^s :  all  who  refiftcd  were 
put  to  the  fword,  the  yeft  were  taken.  The  m» 
{antry  feized  at  the  fame  time  on  the  village^ 
which  they  entered  on  all  fides^  and  took  the  bat- 
tery that  had  rendered  this  pofl  fo  formidable* 
General  Lehwald  crowned  this  viftory,  by  oblig? 
ing  all  the  troops^  that  had  defended  t}ie  yillagCi 
to  lay  down  their  arms. 

The  prince  of  Anhalt^  like  an  able  captain^ 
profited  by  this  firft  fuccefs,  and  immediately 
gained  the  enemy's  left  flank.  The  cavalry  of 
his  right,  by  one  fingle  (hock^  overthrew  the 
Saxon  cavalry,  and  fq  difperfed  it  that  it  could 
pot  rally.  All  fled,  with  celerity,  to  cfcapc 
troops  accuftomed.  to  preferve  order,  ^d  not 
to  divide.  The  left  of  the  PruiKans,  rnider  the 
comn^and  of  prince  Maurice,  returned  the  can- 
ixpnade  of  the  enemy,  till  the  village  of  Keffclf- 
dorf  was  carried ;  but,  impatient  afterward  to 
take  part  in  the  glory  of  the  day,  braving  all 
obftacles,  they  marched  to  the  Saxons.  Rocks 
to  climb,  fnows  which  rendered  the  ground 
flippy,  and  foes  to  face  who  fought  for  their 
country  and  their  homes,  all  were  encountered, 
and  all  yielded  to  the  courage  of  the  conquerors. 

The 
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The  Saxons  and  Auftrians  were  drivea  from  theic 
(fjiflfe  of  Benerich.  The  Prufliaw  eould  noi 
preferve  either  the  order  of  battalions  or 
^ven  the  form  of  platoons^  fo  fteep  were  tfa^ 
)ieights  they  had  fcaled ;  and  the  cavalry  of  xhq 
enen^y  attael^d  them,  while  thus  difperfed. 
Certain  it  is  that,  had  die  Saxons  been,  brave, 
the  Pruffi;|ii  infantry  ipuft  have  b^en  cut  )i| 
pieces ;  but  (his  cavalry  attacked  fo  leebly^  and 
was  fo  ill  fuppon:ed  that^  ^er  fome  difchargef 
made  by  the  Pruffians,  it  difappeared,  and 
ceded  the  field  of  battl?  to  th^  vifl^s.  The 
(cavalry  of  the  }eft  of  the  Prufflans  could  not  ad, 
during  the  adion>  becaufe  of  ;he  impradicable 
precipice  by  which  they  were  fepa^rated  from 
the  ei^cmy.  The  prince  of  Anhalt  fent  then) 
to  purfu^  the  fugitives,  of  whom  Ge^Jer  mad^ 
*  great  number  prifoners,  The  prince  of  An- 
luilt  gaye  fuperior  marks  of  his  eifperience  an4 
capacity,  during  this  battle ;  and  jth^  gweral?, 
pfficer?,  and  foldiers,  all  diftinguiflied  Afm^ 
felves.  Thejr  temerity  was  juftified  by  fucceff. 
Pf  thp  Saxons,  there  remained  t^e^  thoyfand 
dead  on  the  field :  two  hundred  and  fifteen, 
officers,  and  fix  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers 
were  taken ;  and  they  loft  five  pair  pf  c<^o«j\rf, 
<hrce  ftandards,  one  pair  oi  kettle  drumsi  and 
forty-eight  cannon,    Tl^e  Pruflians  had  fi>rty- 

one 
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one  officers  and  fixteen  hundred  and  twenty-one 
foldiers  killed ;  befides  twice  as  many  wounded. 
If  we  examine  the  errors  committed  on  each 
fide,  in  this  battle,  we  (hall  firft  perceive  that 
count  Rutowfky  had  only  thought  of  the  fafety 
of  his  right,  in  the  poft  he  had  chofen  ;  the  left 
wis  cut  off,  and  the  village  of  Keffelfdorf  might 
be  turned.  Had  the  Pruflians  further  extended 
their  right,  the  prince  of  Anhalt  might  totally 
have  turned  the  village,  and  taken  it  at  lefs 
cxpence;  he  was  but  juft  arrived,  and,  not 
having  had  time  to  reconnoitre  the  ground, 
this  alone  may  fuffice  as  an  excufe.  The 
greateft  fault  of  the  Saxons  was  their  fally  from 
the  village ;  for  they  prevented  their  own  can'- 
non,  which  was  their  beft  defence,  from  afting 
againfl  the  Pruflians.  A  fault  not  lefs  confider- 
ablc  was  that  the  infantry,  pofted  between  Kef- 
felfd(^and  Benerich,  did  not  keep  the  brink  of 
the  heights,  but  fell  back  above  a  hundred 
paces ;  fo  that  they  did  not  defend  the  paflage  of 
the  precipice  with  fmall  arms,  but  fuffered  it  to 
be  fcaled,  referving  their  fire  till  the  enemy 
fhould  have  conquered  the  greateft  difficulty* 
But  fimilar  remarks  might  be  made  on  moft  of 
the  aftions  of  men  :  they  all  commit  faults,  be* 
caufe  none  among  them  are  perfeft ;  and,  if  we 
here  take  a  retrofpeft  of  the  erron  of  this  battle, 
3  it 
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it  lis  but  to  teach  pofterity  not  to  commit  any  fa 
grofs  as  were  thofc  of  the  Saxons. 

Count  Rutowiky  and  his  army  arrived  at 
Drefden  full  fpecd.     Here  they  found  prince 
Charles  employed  in  collefting  his  fcattered 
troops.    He  offered  the  count  to  join  him,  and 
attack  the  Pruffians  on  the  morrow ;    but  the 
Saxon  had  more  than  enough.     He  alleged, 
in  excufe,  that  his  infantry  was  almoft  de- 
ftroyed ;   that  he  had  loft  ten  thoufand  men ; 
that  he  wanted  *arms  and  ammunition ;  and  that 
his  foldiers  were  not  yet  recovered  from  their 
panic     He  added  that  the  king  of  Pruffia 
would  join  the  prince  of  Anhalt ;  that  Drefden 
wanted  provifions  and  ammunition ;  and  that,  to 
fave  the  remains  of  the  army,  it  was  neceffary 
to  efcapa  to  Zeft ;  a  village  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  mountains,  facing  Bohemia.     This 
plan  was  executed.     The   Saxons  evacuated 
Drefden,  leaving  the  militia  only  in  the  city. 
On  the  1 6th,  they  encamped  near  Konigftein, 
and  fent  their  cavalry  into  Bohemia,  wanting 
means  to  feed  it  longer  on  the  Saxon  territories. 
On  the  1 6di,  the  army  of  the  king  advanced 
to  Wilfdruf ;  and  on  the  17th  his  troops  formed 
the  firft  line,  and  extended  along  the  rivulet  of 
PJauen.    The  fortunate  fuccefs  of  this  expedi- 
tion caufed  the  flownefs,  which  the  prince  of 

Anhalt 
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Anhalt  had  alTeded  at  its  commencement^  to  be 
forgotten.  The  battle  of  Keflelfdorf  had  call  a 
beautiful  veil  over  thi$  error.  The  king  faid 
the  moil  flattering  things^  concerning  the  re** 
nown  he  had  acquiredi  and  omitted  nothing 
which  might  c^ole  his  fel&love.  The  prince 
(hewed  the  king  the  field  of  battle  i  and  th^ 
furprifc  excited,  by  the  difficulties  to  be  fur- 
mounted^  and  of  the  confiderabl^  number  of 
prifoners  made,  though  great,  was  lefs  than  to 
fee  the  whole  country  covered  with  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Drefden,  who  peacefully  came  to  meet 
the  Praffians. 

When  the  king  pafTed  through  Saxony  'm 
%  744,  the  duke  of  Weiflfenfels  had  thrown  ten 
battalions  into  Drefden;  batteries  were  raifed 
there,  feftiow  wer^  made  in  the  ftrects,  pali- 
fedes  were  plantckl  wherever  a  ftake  could  bo 
driven,  and  no  Pruffian  d«rft  fet  ibot  in  th« 
capital.  Jn  i745>  when  the  king  ent^ed  th* 
country  at  the  head  of  eighty  thoufand  mcB, 
after  the  Saxon  troops  had  been  beat^  the 
gates  of  Drefden  were  thrown  open*  and  the 
younger  princes  of  the  royal  faquly>  themini- 
fters,  and  fupremc  councils  of  the  country,  all 
furrendei:ed  at  difcreddn.  Such  aro  the  contra-f 
didions  of  which  the  humw  mial  is  capabte^^ 
when  it  do^  not  a^  fyftematicaUy,.  fluid,  wiiw 

thof? 
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tiiofe  who  are  become  nilers  have  learnt  to  rea^ 
ion  fidfely. 

It  is  probable  that  the  city  was  deftitute  of 
provifions ;  and  that  the  confbfed  deliberations 
of,  and  the  confternation  which  reigned  among, 
the  principal  minifters  of  the  king  of  Pdand 
occafioned  this  geneml  defpair.  The  princes 
and  miaifters  might  have  efcaped:  Bohemia 
was  not  above  four  miles  diftant* 

A  thing  not  lefs  a(boni{hing  is  that  the  Saxcms> 
intending  to  abandon  Drefden,  iliould  leave  &x 
thoufand  of  their  militia  there^  with  whom  they 
might  have  recruited  their  troops*  The  king 
foon  took  pofleffion  of  the  fubxirb  of  Drefden, 
and  the  governor  was  fummoned  to  furrcnder. 
He  replied  that  Drefden  was  not  a  fbrtrefs.  Thfc 
minifter  fent  a  memorial,  which  was  to  forve  as 
a  kind  of  capitulation.  The  king  regulated  the 
conditions,  according  to  his  good  pleafure;  and^ 
on  the  1 8th,  the  Pruffians  entered  the  city.  The 
militia  was  difarmed,  and  ferved  to  recruit  the 
troops.  Four  hundred  and  fifteen  officers,  and 
fifteen  hundred  men,  of  the  wounded  of  the 
batde  of  Keflelidorf,  were  here  taken.  Tht 
'  king  fixed  his  quarters  in  Drefiien,  with  the 
head  officers  of  the  two  armies. 

Afpcrfions  the  moft  injurious  were  propa* 
gated,  relative  to  the  intentions  of  ihe  king  on 

that 
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that  capital.  It  was  faid  the  prince  of  AahiK 
had  demaiided  the  pillage  of  Drefden  for  his 
army 9  to  which  the  fackage  of  this  city  had  been 
protnifed,  to  encourage  it  during  the  battle; 
The  credulity  of  hian  only  could  give  crfcdit  to 
fuch  calumny. '  The  prince  of  Anhah  nerer 
durfl  make  a  proportion  fo  barbarous  to  the 
king.  Befide  that  promifes  like  thefe  might 
only  be  made  to  undifciplined  troops,  and  not 
to  the  Pruffians,  who  combat  only  for  honour 
and  fame.  The  caufe  of  their  fuccefs  ought 
folely  to  be  attributed  to  the  ambition  of  the 
officers,  and  the  obe4;ence  of  the  foldiers. 

Scarcely  was  the  king  at  Drefden  before  he 
vlfited  the  royal  children,  to  calm  and  entirely 
jfrcc  them  from  fear.  He  endeavoured  to  foften 
their  misfortunes,  by  fcrupuloufly  rendering 
them  all  due  honours;  the  guard  of  the  cafUe 
was  even  fubmittcd  to  their  orders. 

The  king  afterward  anfwered  Mr.  Villiers 
that  he  had  been  much  aHonifhed  to  receive 
propofitions  for  peace,  on  the  day  of  battle; 
that,  to  cut  (hort  negotiation,  he  had  himfelf 
come  to  Drefden :  that  fortune,  having  feconded 
his  caufe,  had  given  him  the  power  of  warmly 
refenting  the  evil  procedure  of  coimt  *  ♦  ♦,  and 
the  duplicity  and  perfidy  he  had  employed,  in 
all  his  negotiations;  that^  far  however  from 

thinking 
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thinking  fo  bafely,  he  proffered,  though  for  the 
laft  time,  friendfhip  to  the  king  of  Poland ;  that 
he  waited  in  expe(ftation  that  the  fieurs  Btdau 
and"  Rex  wbuld  receive  full  powers,  in  order 
without  delay  to  come  to  a  coriclufion ;  and  that 
he  would  in  no  manner  depart  from  the  en- 
gagements into  which  he  had  entered  with  the 
king  of  England,  in  the  convention  of  Hanover; 
that,  far  from  being  blinded  by  fuccefs,  he 
neither  raifed  nor  lowered  his  pretenfions,  and 
that  therefore  the  queen  of  Hungiry  ought  not 
to  expeft  he  fliould  change  any  refoIution» 
The  king  ended  by  requefting  Mr.  Villiers  to 
make  an  exaft  report  of  the  final  reply  of  the 
king  of  Poland;  in  order  that  the  pacification 
of  Germany  and  the  north  might  meet  with  no 
new  impediments. 

The  king  foon  invited  all  the  Saxon  mini- 
fters  to  meet  him,  to  whom  he  recapitulated 
whatever  had  paffed,  difplayed  his  true  fenti- 
ments,  and  the  moderate  conditions  of  peace 
which  he  propofed  to  his  enemies.  He  was 
happy  enough  to  convince  them  that  thefc  con- 
ditions werf  fuch  as  they  themfelves  could  have 
wifhed,  or  have  diftated,  and  that  their  king 
had  no  other  part  to  take  than  that  of  figning. 

Arrangements  alfo  were  made  that  the  utmoft 
order  might  be  obfcrved  by  the  troops.  .  The 

king 
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king  imparted  evety  poffible  geDdcncfs  to  hk 
proceodiogsf  that  this  Neighbouring  and  unfor'- 
lunate  coiuitry  might  but  lightly  feel  the  fcourgef 
of  a  war  of  which  the  people  were  innocent* 

In  'conformity  to  cuflom,  Te  Deum  was  (ling 
in  the  churcfaesy  accompanied  by  a  triple  dif* 
charge  of  the  artillery  of  Drefden;  and  the 
opera  of  Aitninius  was  performcdt  in  the  even« 
ing.  Thefe  trifles  are  only  mentioned  becaufe 
of  the  anecdotes  with  which  they  are  connefted. 
Every  circumftance^  even  to  die  opera,  had 
been  a  means,  under  the  management  of  *  *  *5 
of  governing  the  mind  of  his  mailei*.  He  had 
caufed  the  clemency  of  Titus  to  be  performed, 
at  the  time  of  the  difgrace  of  Sulkowiky,  in  re* 
ierence  to  the  pretended  crimes  of  which  he  had 
heen  pardoned,  by  the  king.  Arminius  had 
been  played  during  the  lad  war;  which  was  in 
allufion  to  the  fuccour  afforded  by  Auguflus  III. 

to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  againft  the  French 
and  Pruflians,  whom  they  accufed  of  aiming  at 
univerfal  nH>narchy.  The  flattering  pfaifes  of 
Italian  poetry,  heightened  by  the  charms  of 
hanfiOHy,  and  exprefled  by  the  flexible  or^ms 
of  eunuchs,  perfuaded  the  king  of  Poland  he 
was  an  example  to  princes,  and  a  mirror  of  hu- 
mantty«  The  muficians  fupprefied  a  chorus  in 
tltte  opera,  which  they  durft  not  fi|ig  in.prefence 

of 


"tuZ   ftrSTORY    OF   MY   OWN   TIMES,    289 

of  the  Pruffians,  becaufe  that  the  words  might 
juftly  have  been  applicable^  after  what  had  lately 
happened  in  Saxony.     They  were  as  follow : 

Sulk  rovine  altrui  alzar  non  penji  il/ogUo 

Colui  cbt  alJoV  ergcglio  riduce  ogni  virtk. 
«  The  chorufes  of  the  opera  of  Auguftus  were  as 
true  as  the  prologues  of  Lome  XIV. 

While  Te  Deum  and  operas  were  chanted  tt 
t)refden9  Mr.  Villiers,  who  was  impatiently  ex* 
pededi  arrived  from  Prague,  with  full  powers 
tnd  all  heceflary  authdrities,  to  the  Saxon  mi- 
liifters,  for  the  concluiioii  of  peace.  He  wad 
followed  by  66unt  FredeKc  Harrack,  who  came 
on  the  part  of  the  emprds  queen,  relative  td 
the  fame  fubjed;  When  every  thing  was  pre- 
pared at  Drefden  to  allay  the  ftorm^  of  Ger^* 
inany,  the  king  received  the  foUdwiiig  anfwer^ 
from  Louis  XV.  to  the  afie&ing  letter,  which 
lie  had  Written  from  Berlin,  to  requeft  his  afiOft- 
«ncei  This  anfwer  liad  been  diftated  by  his 
inioifters,  wd  bad  dniy  been  tranfcribed  by  the 
king. 

^*  sik,  Akd  brother^ 

**  IN  your  letter  cf  the  1 5th  of  November, 
'*  yow  majefty  confirmed  what  I  before  knew, 
*•  concerning  the  convention  of  Hanover,  of 
*^  the  26th  of  Auguft.  I  have  good  caufe  to  be 
y  furprifed  it  a  treaty  negotiated,  concluded, 
VOL.  I.  PART  II.  U  "  figned. 
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•*  figncd,  and  ratified,  with  a  prince  who  is  my 
"  enemy,  without  having  received  the  leaft  in- 
''  timation  of  it  myfelf.    I  am  not  aflonilhed  at 
^  your  refufing  to  join  in  violent  meafures,  and 
^'  a  direft  and  formal  engagement  againft  me; 
my  enemies  ought  to  have  known  your  ma- 
jefty.     It  is  an  additional  injury,  to  have 
'*  dared  to  make  you  fuch  unworthy  propofals. 
*^  I  depended  on  your  diversion :   I  have  made 
*'  two  powerful  ones,  in  Flanders  and  Italy.     I 
**  employed  the  grand  army  of  the  queen  of 
*V Hungary,  on  the  Rhine:  my.  expences,  my 
*^  eflTorts,  have  been  crowned  with  the  greateft 
*'  fuccefs.    Your  majefty  has  highly  expofed 
**  this  fuccefs,  in  future,  by  the  treaty  you  have 
*^  concluded,  without  my  knowledge.   Had  the 
"  queen  of  Hungary  acceded,  her  whole  Bohe* 
'*  mian  army  would  have  been  fuddenly  turned 
'^  againft  me;  and  this  would  not  have  been  the 
*^  means  of  procuring  peace.    1  am  not  the  Jcfs 
*'  fenfible  of  the  extreme  peril  you  run.  Nothing 
can  equal  my  impatience  to  hear  of  .your 
fafety;  and  your  tranquillity  will  infure  mine. 
"  Your  majefty  is  in  force,  is  the  terror  of  yovac 
*'  foei,  and  has  gained  confiderable  and  glo- 
**  rious  advantages  over  them.     Add  to  this^ 
^^  winter,  during  which  military  operations  are 
'^  fufpeaded,  will  alone  fuffice  for  your  defence. 

**  Who 


it 
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^  Who  is  moit  capable  of  giving  your  majefty 

"  good  advice  than  you  yburfelf  are  ?  You  have 

**  only  to  follow  that  which  your  iMiderftanding, 

*^  your  experience,  and,   ftill  fuperior  to  all, 

**  that  which  your  honour  (hall  diftate.    As  to 

**  the  fuccour,  which  oA  my  part  can  only  con- 

^'fift  in  fubfidies  and  diverlions,  I  have  done 

*'  every  thing  it  was  poffible  I  ftiould  do;  and 

**  I  (hall  continue  to  aft  thus,  according  to  the 

^«  means  which  bcft  may  fectire  fuccefs.    I  in* 

^'  creafe  my  army;  I  negleft  nothing.    I  haften 

'<  all  that  can  give  an  impulfe  of  the  utmoft  vi- 

<^  gour  to  the  approaching  campaign.    If  your 

^'  majefty  has  any  plans^  capable  of  fbrengthen- 

**  ing  my  enterpriies,  I  beg  you  to  communi- 

**  cate  them;   as  I  (hall  ever  with  the  greateft 

^*  pleafure  concert  with  you,  &c.** 

On  a  firft  view,  this  letter  might  appear  mild 
and  polite;  but,  when  we  confider  the  diftref- 
fing  circumflances  of  the  king  of  Pru(iia,  and 
the  various  preceding  negotiations  with  France, 
a  tone  of  irony  will  be  remarked  in  it,  which 
was  the  more  mifplaced  becaufe  it  had  not  been 
any  part  of  the  agreement  that  the  reciprocal 
engagements,  which  had  been  entered  into  at 
the  treaty  of  Vcrfailles,  (hould  be  anfwered  by 
epigrams*  Let  us  ftrip  this  letter  of  its  phrafe* 
ologyj  and  examine  its  real  contents. 

U  a  •U  am 


^M  am  cxcccdmgly  vexed  that  yow  We  con- 
**  eluded  the  treaty  of  Hanover>  without  con- 
*'  fultirtg  me;  for,  (hould  the  queen  of  Hun- 
**  gary  accept  it,  prince  Charles  will  return  into 
'*  Alfatia.  Do  not  you  perceive  that  the  war, 
<'  in  Italy  ^d  Flanders^  which  I  mabtain^  is 
**  a  diverfion,  made  by  me  in  your  ^vour?  For 
^*  I  have  no  intereft  in  the  conqueft  of  Ffam- 
<^  ders ;  and  concern  myfelf  little  ¥rith  the  efta- 
*<  blilhment  of  my  fon-in-law,  Don  Philip,  in 
^^  Italy.  Conti  has  fo  perfefUy  oveiawed  the 
'*  principal  forces  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  ia 
^^  Germany,  that  he  has  jepafled  the  Rhiae, 
<^  and  left  her  to  make  an  emperor  of  whom  fhe 
'^  pleafes.  Traim  has  been  able  to  detach 
'<  Grune  into  Saxony;  and  may  follow^  him 
'^  with  the  remainder  of  his  troops,  (hould  the 
^^  queen  ^f  Hungary  tlunk  proper  to  (end  him 
^^  againft  you,  I  have  done  great  things  this 
*  *  campaign*  Your  name  has  alio  been  men-^^ 
*^  tioned*  I  am  very  forry  for  the  dangerous 
**  fituation  in  which  you  are  placed^  by  joar 
"  love  of  me.  Renown  is  only  to  be  ac- 
<*  quired  by  facrificing  yourfelf  for  France. 
**  Shew  your  conftancy,  and  contimae  to  fuffi^r* 
*«  Imitate  the  example  of  my  other  allies;  whom 
<<  indeed  I  abandoned,  but  to  whom  I  g%ve 
••  alms,  when  they  had  been  ftripped  of  all  tkmr 

*'  poflcf- 
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*^  pofleflions.    Take  counfel  of  yourfclf^  and 
^*  of  that  prefumption  from  which  you  have^ 
'♦  very  officiouily^  fometimes  given  me  advice% 
^^  You  no  doubt  havefufEcient  wifdom  to  relieve 
*'  yourfclf  from  all  embarraffment :  befide  that 
*^  the  cold  will  benumb  your  enemies,  and  they 
*'  will  not  be  able  to  fight  you*    However, 
**  (hould  any  misfortune  happen  to  you>  I  pro- 
^^  mife  you  that  the  French  acaclemy  {hall  write 
**  the  funeral  oration  of  your  empire,  when  your 
<'enemte$  have  accompliflied  its  deilruAion^ 
<*  Your  name  fliall  be  inferted  in  the  martyro- 
^^  logy^  in  which  are  enregiftered  the  names  of 
^^  tihofe  cnthufiafts  who  have  fallen  viftims  in 
^^  the  caufe  of  France,  and  of  tbofe  allies  whom 
^^  (he  has  condefcended  to  abandon.    You  per^ 
*^  ceivel  have  made  diverfions;  and  I  have  offer- 
^  cd  you  a  fubfidy  to  the  amount  of  %  million  of 
^*  livres.    Hope  much  from  the  fuperb  cam* 
'^  paign  which  I  (hall  make  next  fununer>  and 
**  for  which  I  am  now  preparing ;  and  you  may 
^^  depend  that  I  Will  concert  with  you,  on  every 
^'  fubjed,  in  which  you  will  blindly  follow  my 
^^  will,  and  conform  to  whatever  may  promote 
^'  my  intereft/' 

As  foon  as  the  negotiation  for  peace  was  (o 
far  advanced  as  to  be  certain  of  fuccefs,  the  king 
fipfwer^  jh^  letter,  the  contents  of  which  have 
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been  recited,  by  the  following;  which  wc  infcrt^ 
bccaufe^that  the  fubjeft  was  equally  important 
and  delicate. 

"  SIR,  AND  BROTHER, 

*^  AFTER  the  letter  I  wrote  to  your  majefty , 
*^  dated  November  the  15th,  I  mi^t  have  cx- 
^  pefted  fomc  effedual  fuceour,  on  your  part. 
"  I  (hall  not  enter  into  the  reafons  which  you 
*^  might  have  for  fubjefting  your  allies  to  the 
**  caprices  of  fortune.    For  this  once  the  bravery 
*^  of  my  troops  has  relieved  me,  from  the  perils 
*^  into'Vhich  I  had  run.    Had  I  been  trodden 
<^  down,  by  the  number  of  my  foes,  your  ma* 
*^  jefty  would  have  remained  fatisfied  with  pity- 
**  ing  nae,  and  I  IhouW  have  remained  "without 
•*  refource.     How  may  any  alliance  fubiifty  if 
^*  the  contracting  parties  do  not  concur,  with 
"  equal  ardour,  in  their  common  prefervation  ? 
**  Your  majcfly  has  wilhed  me  to  reafon  and 
**  advife  with  myfelf ;   and  fince  you  think  this 
"  proper,  I  (hall  fo  aft.     Reafon  advifes  me  to 
*'  put  a  quick  end  to  a  war  which  no  longer  has 
^*  any  objeft ;  fince  the  Auftrian  troops  no  longer 
*5  are   in  Alfatia,    and  the  *  emperor   is  dead, 
*^  The  battles  hereafter  to  be  fought  will  only 
^'  be  produdbive  of  a  ufelefs  effufion  of  blood. 
f*  Reafon  advifes  me  to  think  on  my  own  (afety, 
*'  and  rcfleA  on  the  great  preparations  of  the 
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'*  Ruffians^  which  threaten  my  kingdom  from 
^*  Courland ;  on  the  army  commanded  by  mar- 
*^  (hal  Traun  on  the  Rhine,  which  may  eafily 
<<  fidl  back  toward  Saxony ;  on  the  inconftancy 
**  of  fortune ;  and,  finally,  on  my  prefent  fitu- 
**  ation,   hop^lefs  as  I  ^m  of  any  fuccour  from 
**  my  allies.     Thf  Auftrians  and  Saxons  have 
**  lately  fent  their  minifters  to  negotiate  peace ; 
**■  I  have  therefore  no  choice  but  to  fign.   After 
**  having  thus  acquitted  myfelf  of  my  duty,  to 
^*  the  ftate  I  govern,  and  to  my  family,  I  can 
^^  have  no  objed  more  at  heart  than  to  be  able 
*'  to  promote  the  interefts  of  your  majefty. 
**  May  I  be  fortunate  enough  to  become  inftru- 
^*  mental  to  the  general  pacification !  Your  ma- 
^*  jcfty  cannot  confi4e  your  defigns  to  any  one 
f^  more  perfonally  attached  to  you  than  I  am, 
**  or  who  would  labour  with  greater  zeal  to  re^ 
^*  eftablifh  concord,  and  good  intelligence,  ber 
f'  tween  the  powers  which  contefts  fo  tedious 
"  have  rendered  inimical.    I  entreat  you  to  con- 
^^  ferve  the  fame  friendfhip  toward  me,  whicl^ 
f^  I  (hall  ever  hold'  precious,  and  to  jremain  pcr- 
*f  fuaded  that  1  am — &c." 

This  was  a  polite  adieu,  by  alleging  reafons 
fo  real  that  it  was  impoffible  for  France  to  reply. 

The  Auftrians  and  Saxons  however  ftill  re- 
^l^ed  in  ^he  environs  of  Pima ;  it  was  neicei^ 
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fary  tq  drive  them  futther,  that  the  negotiatuiiif 
might  be  carried  pn  with  greater  tranquillity. 
For  this  purpofe^^  Retzow  was  detached^  with 
five  battalion^  and  fotne  fquadrons  of  qiyalryi 
toward  Freyberg.  The  apprehenfion$  which 
he  iQcitcd,  for  thefe  parts,  accelerated  the  re- 
treat of  the  allies  into  Bohemia.  The  Saxon 
troops  fcarcely  aniounted  to  fifteen  thoiifand 
men.  The  king  qf  Poland^  deprived  of  his  re- 
venues^ no  longer  h<Kl  money  to  pay  his  troops. 
He  could  not  ^xpeft  the  Ruffians  would  be  in 
motion  before  the  fpring :  he  felt  how  ineffedual 
this  fuccour  was,  and  the  ncceflity  of  the  mo- 
ment obliged  him  to  confent  to  peace* 

In  the  mean  time,  count  Harrach  arrived  at 
Drefden.  He  fupppfcd  that,  inflated  by  fuccefs, 
the  king,  like  tjie  Auflxians,  would  rife  in  Iiis 
demands,  which  would  become  e^cceffive ;  but, 
prefently  undeceived,  he  thanked  the  mo- 
narch for  the  facility  with  which  he  obviated 
difiicultics.  The  king  replied  that,  the  caufe 
^f  the  war  having  ceafed,  by  the  death  of 
Charles  VII.  he  had,  from  that  moment,  been 
in  the  fame  difpofition  in  which  h^  was  at  pre* 
lent.  The  count  let  fonxe  propofitions  of  an 
interview,  between  the  king  and  the  queen  of 
Hungary,  efcape.  Thefe  were  eluded,  by  ex- 
amples of  inutility,  and  bad  confeauences,  re- 
■  • •■  ■         '    ■       ■.  ^  ^  ^ 

fulting 


THS  piLltTWt  09  MT  «W|i  TIMES.  Z^J 

fului)g  6t3m  fvch .  iatcarviewi.  But^  praifes  cf 
tM$  prmccft  b^ag  aitfuUy  mmgl^d  with  the  r^ 
fo&Xy  f(^mc4  to  Iktisfy  the  caw;. 

On  the  ajth  of  December^  1745^  ^  peaco 
was  $goed.  The  iu:ceflh>a  of  the  queen  of  Hun* 
gary  to  the  convqmoR  of  Hanover  was  but* 
|>urely  an^  fini[4y,  renewing  the  peace  of  Bref> 
)au.    The  Ss^ons  pronufe4  never  to  grant  a 
f^iSkffi  ikxQO^  ibmr  country  to  the^en^ies  dt 
^  )u^  wyiw  any  pretext  whatever.    It  wm 
agreed  to  exchitt^  the  tdl$  of  Fwftenberg  for 
^pme  lands  of  e(^iai  value.    The  king  of  Po« 
)and  was  bound  to  pay  a  miUton  of  contribu^ 
^onsjf  fof  which  the  eIe<%<Nrate  ftood  engistged* 
9y  the  &me  article^  he  renounced  all  indemni*' 
fication  ipr  the  expences  of  the  war.    The  king, 
|n  retum>  prooedfed  the  oottributions  (hould 
feafe^  on  the  day  of  figning;  and  that  his 
troops  §xoM  immediately  retire  out  of  Saxony; 
^except  from  MeifCen,  where  the  Pruifian  hof- 
pital  was^  and  which  be  was  permitted  to  hold 
^  the  wounded  were  cured. 

Thus  ended  the  fecond  war;  the  continuance 
pf  which  was  only  lixteen  months^  and  which 
was  by  both  parties  purfued  with  extreme  in* 
veteracy ;  in  which  the  Saxons  difcovered  all  the 
hatred  they  had  conceived  againft  Pruffia^  and 
aU  the  envy  which  the  a^randizement  of  that 
9  neighr 
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neighbouring  power  infpired;  while  the  Au- 
fhians  fought  for  the  empire^  and  to  obtain  in* 
fluence  over  the  affairs  of  the  empire^  in  which 
they  dreaded  left  the  Ruffians  (hould  gain  power 
tQo  great;  a  war  in  which  Pruffia  wa$  feen 
expofed  to  the  moft  imminent  dangers^  yet 
triumphant,  in  the  difdpline  and  heroic  valour 
of  her  troops. 

•  This  war  gave  place  to  none  of  thofe  grand 
revdutions  which  change  the  fate  c^  empires  ; 
but  prevented  them,  at  d^  period,  by  obliging 
prince  Charles  to  qiait  Alfatia.  The  death  of 
Charles  VIL  was  one  of  thofe  events  which 
could  not  be  forefeen :  it  deranged  the  projeft 
of  tearing  the  Imperial  dignity  for  ever  from  the 
brow  of  the  new  houfe  of  Aufbiat  Thus,  efti- 
mating  things  at  their  juft  value,  we  are  obliged 
to  own  that,  in  certain  refpeAs,  this  war  only 
caufed  a  ufelefs  efTulion  of  blood ;  and  that  fuc« 
ceffive  vi<5tories  did  but  ferve  to  confirm  the 
pofTeffion  of  Silefia  to  Pruffia. 

Should  we  examine  the  war,  relative  to  the 
increafe  or  enfeebling  of  the  belligerent  powers, 
we  fhall  find  that  it  coft  the  Pruffians  eight  mil- 
lions of  crowns ;  and  that,  when  the  peace  was 
figned,  their  whole  refource,  for  the  continua^ 
tion  of  the  war,  confifted  in  a  refidue  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  crowns^     The  Pruffians, 
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during  their  two  campaigns^  took  forty-five 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  prifbnerss 
that  is  to  fay>  twelve  thoufand  men  in  Prague  ; 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  in 
fmall  parties;  two  hundred  and  fifty  in  tho 
fkirmifhes  of  Plomnitz  and  Reinertz^  fought  by 
general  Lehwald ;  feven  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fix  at  the  battle  of  Friedbei^ ;  three 
thoufand  at  the  taking  of  Cofel ;  five  thoufand, 
on  different  occafions,  taken  by  general  Nafiau  ; 
two  hundred  and  fifty  by  the  huflars  of  Ziethen  j 
two  thoufand  and  thirty  at  the  battle  of  Sorr  % 
four  hundred  by  the  troops  of  the  margrave 
Charles,  in  Upper  Silefia ;  four  hundred  an4 
twenty-feven  by  parties  firom  the  garrifon  of 
Glatz ;  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty- 
two  by  general  Winterfeld  j  two  hundred  and 
feventy-one  by  major  Wameri ;  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  ninety-two  at  Catholifcli 
Hennerfdqrf ;  fix  tlioufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-ei^t  at  the  batde  of  KefiTelfdorf ;  and 
three  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-eight  at 
the  taking  of  Drefden. 

The  following  is  the  number  taken  by  the 
Auflrians.  The  regiment  of  Creutz,  at  Bud- 
weis,  one  thoufand  four  hundred ;  a  battalion 
of  pioneers,  at  Tabor,  feven  hundred,  %nd  four 
hundred  fick ;  three  hugdred  at  the  evacuation 
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